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INTRODUCTION 



NuTE. — The tefeteiices in this [ntroduelioD are to the page!!, not to the 
n amber of the epistle. 

The MS., from which ihe following work is derived, is a small folio 
voiume bound in stamped leather, with brazen comers and clasps. It 
is usually known as Registtum F, perhaps so called after Mr. Farley, 
at one lime scribe of the Universiiy, who certainly wrote a considerable 
portion of it. The date of the binding is, I am told by a belter judge 
than myself, Mr. Macray of the Bodleian Library, of the early part of 
the sisteenth century, and has been rebacked more than once — once, 
indeed, within the present writer's memory. 

The number of sheets, which are of vellum, and, except in the case 
of blank portions, are written upon on both sides, is 198; of these, two 
are numbered 48, and two 107. The numbering of the folios is in 
a contemporary band as far as folio 72, after that it is of late dale. 
Four sheeU at the beginning of the volume, thai is to say, previous 
I to the folio numbered i, have not been used for the purpose of the 
■Wgisler, but are, in the main, blank; the first has, however, been 
libbled over by some one practising writing, being nearly covered 
y unconnected letters and words ; a circumstance not without some 
Kfreuing upon a subject of no little interest, (he question, that is to say, 
3 wrote the letters, upon which subject a few remarks will be found 
1 this iniroduction. Here and there a name occurs among the 
libbling— Crakj'iUhorpe, Elyott, Farley, London — and in one place 
^written, 'diim sumusin mundo vi'vamtu cordt jticundo^ ' care away, care 
,' and a few other words quite illegible. On the second folio 
is a note as to giving a book into the stationer's hands : 'octo- 
decimo die Decembris, anno regis Henrici septimi quarto, Iradilus est 
irii liber Burley luptr lilros pAi'losBphorum, secundo 
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College. Cambridge, for very kindly offering to permit me to see the 
MS. above mentioned ; but it would be quite useless to do so, unless 
time were given and were at my disposal for a thorough examination ; 
and to make this, if I may judge from my experience of Register F, 
which has occupied my leisare for at least five years, would be, under the 
circumstances, altogether impossible ; for the society is not, I believe, 
permitted by their statutes to allow the MS. to leave the precincts of 
ihe College. It is to be hoped that the MS. in question may one 
day be printed, but certainly the requisite conditions for the ac- 
complishment of that object seem likely to render this extremely 
difficult. 

The MS., with which we are now engaged, is generally in excellent 

condition, being only in a few places disfigured, perhaps by attempts 

revive the writing, thereby afterwards, as usual, rendered illegible or 

Iremely faint at best ; with the exception, however, of a few words, 

or two occasions, lines, the whole has, it is hoped, been 

here deciphered and transcribed. Where any word or words are 

abandoned as hopeless, the circumstance is noted in each case at 

the foot of the page. 

The volume, one of the register books and a portion of the Archives 

tbe University, is not, strictly speaking, a letter-book. The larger 

id more important part of it consists of letters to and from the 

'niversty, but it contains also a very considerable amount of 

miscellaneous matter, e.g. letters testimonial, acquittances of various 

lands, especially of the Abbeys of Eynsham and Oseney, which are 

entered with scrupulous care, though not always in their chronological 

place, nearly, if not absolutely, every year, for the annual pensions 

paid by ihem to the University. There are also acquittances for 

subscriptions given for building various edifices, such as the New 

School of Theology. St. Mary's Church, and the schools of Canon 

and Civil Law; for this fifteenth century may be considered as the 

period of the commencement of what we should call the public 

bmldings of the University; which now witnessed a great effort to 

restore learning, and especially the study of theology; stimulated, no 

doubt, by the rapid growth of heretical doctrines, and aided by the 

munificence of sympathisers. 

Several other matters will occur also to the reader ; commemorations 
of (bunders and benefactors, the statute for the New Library, catalogues 
of the books given by the Duke of Gloucester, and one or two ordi- 
nances for the management of chests, one of which, the Exeter Chest, 
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X INTRODUCTION. 

MS. is a contemporary one: that is beyond question; I should I 
not venture lo be so positive perhaps on my own judgement, bm 
it is corroborated by Mr. Macray, of the Bodleian Library, whose \ 
opinion may be taken as conclusive. When, therefore, it is asked 
when the various articles were written, it is not intended to dispute 
the contemporary origin of the MS. But there is another sense in 
which the question is very difficult to answer, and that is, when were 
the entries made in the Register f One would have supposed that i 
they would be entered immediately, and it may be taken for granted I 
that it was intended that this should be done, when the copy, brought 
from the house of Congregation, was handed to the person whose j 
duty it was to enter it. Unfortunately there is loo much rea 
to think thai this duty was not by any means performed i 
scrupulous punctuality, a circumstance which has added greatly to 
the labour of editing the volume. It will be found, for instance, 
that many of the epistles and other articles are misplaced, that is 
to say, do not come in due chronological order. Where more than 
usually glaring instances of this occur, notice is occasionally taken 
of the fact in a note at the fool of ihe page; but I may here 
mention instances, There is a testimonial letter manifestly mis- 
placed (p. 33), And the last two letters to the Duke of Gloucester 
are placed in the register a/Ur the letter lo the King, in which the 
death of the Duke is mentioned ; they seem, in fact, to be entered 
a year after date (251-256). Again, on p. 356, the reader will find 
a nole pointing out the complete dislocation of the MS., so great that 
the chronological order is altogether lost for some years. Only these 
three very striking examples are selected, but the fact is that the 
chronological order of a very considerable portion of the MS. is more 
than doubtful ; and this character of the MS. was well known by those 
familiar with it in former times, for I find more than one note to this 
effect in the handwriting, as, I think, of Mr. Smith, sometime Keeper 
of the Archives, who calls attention to the unreliable nature of the 
chronology. 

How is this disorder to be explained p I suggest that the solution 
may be found in the following remark... On examining the MS., 
we find that there is a very large number of the folios remaining 
partially blank, and no less than six entirely so. 1 count ninety- 
one blank portions, varying from three quarters to one quarter 
of the whole folio ; I do not here reckon the blank folios at the 
beginning of the volume, which have been already mentioned, nor 
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liiers occurring; 31 the end ; so that here was ample room for inserl.- 
ing additional mailer. I infer from this that the MS. existed from 
ttie first in the form of a volume, and probably was bound much as 
\\t is at present; and when an epistle or other article had to be 
entered, this was often done not by making the entry immediately 
after that last written, but by leaving a folio or two, or perhaps only 
a part of one, blank for future use. This I conceive to have been 
done not carelessly, but inteniionally, by the copyist, who probably 
knew that there were other things thai would have to be entered — 
acquittances, for instance, for money not j'el received, and letters 
testimonial, the precise place of which latter would really be of no 
great importance — and accordingly left what he considered sufficient 
space for that purpose ; and very probably on receiving a copy, he 
would be reminded that ihis should be done. This would account for 
flie existence of blank folios, many of which were never wholly filled, 
and some, as we have seen, not at all, and would also leave abundant 
Opportunity for a not very intelligent scribe to insert documents, as 
clearly was done, in wrong places. 

Under these circumstances it is almost superfluous to observe that 
the marginal dates throughout the work cannot be taken as more 
titan approximately correct ; except in those cases where the date is 
given in the text and corresponds with that on the margin. And 
while on this subject it is convenient to mention, what will be 
evident lo any ono examining the work, that dates are, singularly 
enough, seldom found attached to the more important docuraenla, 
or perliaps, I should say, those documents we should now consider 
most important; whereas in the case of more insignificant matters, 
as acquittances, for instance, they are rarely absent ; but on the con- 
trary, are written in nearly every instance with a regularity and 
exactitude which sufBcienlly prove how great was the importance 
attached lo the preservation of these documents ; and indeed not 
without reason were the evidences of such things carefully guarded, 
as the poverty of the University, a subject to be alluded to later on, 
would lead one to expect that they would be. 

This naturally raises another question — who were the writers? 
And here again what we should have expected is not confirmed 
by the evidence of the MS. That they were very numerous is put 
beyond question by the great variety in the handwriting^ — occasionally 
we have more than one hand employed in the same letter — though 
it should be stated that this variety is much less in the later part 
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of the volume; from which I infer that, in the earlier part of the 
lime embraced in this register, [he duty of making the entries did 
not devolve upon an official specially appointed for that work. 
And this conjecture amounts almost to a certainty when we find 
that the University scribe, when there was such a functionary, appends 
not infrequently his own name at the end of the letter he has just 
written, as in the cases of the scribes Mannyngham. Farley, and 
Burgeys(367, 163, 647). Of these it is to be noticed that the second- 
named, Farley, writes his name in Greek characters more than once ; 
and as a considerable portion of the MS. is written in one hand- 
writing at the time when he was scribe, there needs be no doubt 
that he is responsible for it ; though, as it is of all the volume the most 
inaccurate and disjointed as to date, he must clearly have taken a not 
very strict view of his responsibility (356). We know then that there 
was a scribe, who seems to call himself a ' Notary' on one occasion 
(372), and we also know from other sources that he was allowed 
an undergraduate assistant. My conjecture is, therefore, that the 
peculiarities of the MS. are in great measure attributable to the fact 
that it was in many parts the work of young and ignorant copyists — 
perhaps undergraduate boys, that is to say, whose knowledge of Latin 
was but fuiall, and their ability to read the document entrusted to them 
more than questionable. The handwriting is, as has been said, very 
various, and varies likewise exceedingly both in legibility and gram- 
matical correctness, as also in the number and character of the 
abbreviations employed. Some parts of the MS. are very clear, and 
easily legible by one accustomed to such work ; but on the other 
hand, very much of it is of great difficulty, not only from the very 
numerous and somewhat arbitrary nature of the abbreviations, and, 
in parts, the faded condition of the ink, but, which is more serious, 
from the innumerable blunders in spelling and grammar; so 
numerous, indeed, and so great are the latter, frequently amounting 
to a complete disregard of the construction of a sentence, that it is 
quite inconceivable that any oflicial of standing in the University, 
as a proctor, for instance, or the Vice -Chan cell or himself, can be 
thought to have been responsible for them. 

I think that previous to the appointment of a scribe, and 
perhaps occasionally afterwards, the labour of copying was entrusted 
by the Vice- Chancellor or Proctors to an amanuensis acting occa- 
sionally in that capacity. And this theory is confirmed by the 
singular circumstance that when the handwriting is of a distinctly 
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^individual characler, and often difficult to decipher, it is almost 
always grammatical, while the more reg:ular writing of a more 
fonnal character, though easy to read, is full of blunders. If 
ibis explanation be correct, it will account for much that is some- 
what puzzling in a study of the MS. It is possible, moreover, 
that shorthand copies may have been handed to the clerk; in 
which case, of course, there would be the greater probability of 
such errors as I have described finding their way into the register. 
Il should perhaps be mentioned, in these remarks on the nature of 
the MS., that many of the epislles to the popes are crossed out, 
but not in any way rendered illegible — this may be undoubtedly put 
down 10 an ebullition of protestant zeal at a later period — and the 
eaoie disfigurement is observed to have been suffered, and to a much 
greater extent, by the Vice- Chancellor's and Proctor's books. A, B, and 
C, Sometimes also, but not often, lines are crossed out and obliterated 
altogether. In some instances, and these are more frequent, the 
epistle breaks off suddenly, and occasionally a mere fragment is 
left ns— sometimes the concluding portion only is lacking. I am 
ioclined to believe that there was a reason for this latter variety of 
niDtilation; those cases where only a few lines occur before the 
breaking off of the epistle, have been caused, I think, by the copyist 
finding that the epistle had already been entered in this or some other 
register, for such fragments seldom extend beyond the address, or 
but Utile beyond it. But where the whole letter, or nearly the whole, 
IB given, only breaking off before the customary laudations, and prayers 
for the welfare of the person to whom it is addressed, perhaps there 
is ground for supposing that the writer, being perhaps a. strong 
opposition member of Congregation, rebelled against the use of the 
custonaaty conclusion of the epistle, and satisfied his rancour by this 
littie exhibition of spite. Sometimes the copy would be lost in the 
bouse of Congregation, for we find that the writer adds a note below 
his letter — ' Copia fuil perdila in domo Congregaiionis el idea non scripsi 
plus' (349). Often it is said that the epistle is written 'raptim' (390, 
393), and on one occasion it is remarked, ' gm dit discurrehalur in domo 
Congrcgationis.' 

Naturally all such conjectures must be conjectures and nothing 

more, but when we try to represent 10 ourselves the scenes of 

a state of society, the true characler of which is with difficulty 

Ldiscemible, these little and obviously perfectly nattu^l notes are 

KBOt without their value; on the contrary, like a flash of light, 
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they give a sudden and even vivid view of ihinga more or less 
buried in the darkness of the past. One plainly sees here unmis- 
takable indications of stormy assemblies in Coitgregalion, nor is 
ihe suspicion of a general free fight at all unfounded: that stroi^ 
language. lo put it mildly, was not uncommon, we have good reasons 
to believe, and that it ended in blows would be nothing esiraordinaiy. 
The Chancellor or his Commissary would come ' down to the house,* 
no doubt, duly provided with a draft of the letter lo be sent (say to 
the king or archbishop), but there would be expressions in it not 
at all to the taste of the opposition ; for it will be observed that an 
opposition clearly existed, and in a very self- asserting form, so much 
so, indeed, that letters were sometimes dispatched for which humble 
apology had to be made, and high court interest invoked (527, 517- 
19), Then would come debates, and sometimes something stronger, 
and if the copy was losi in the Congregation- house, there is nothing 
so surprising in that as in the scribe being able lo wriie down from 
memory the document he had to enter in the register; for clearly he 
did not obtain a second copy, otherwise no need would have existed 
for leaving the letter incomplete. 

On the whole there are sufficient disturbing causes or defective 
arrangements to fully account for the bad spelling, bad writing, 
bad grammar, and mutilated documents, which, if they surprise, 
will not be without amusement to any one who has a taste for 
this kind of study. And again, while on the one hand the defects 
and inaccuracies we have noticed have considerably aggravated 
the difficulties of the editor. Ihey are not without their value ; for 
the entire arllessness of the wliole production is beyond question, 
and it is a pleasure peculiar to the perusal of a work of this 
kind that such undoubted confidence may be placed in the good 
faith of the facts and statements ; and that, if they be but meagre, 
the points of interest are not selected for a purpose, or mis- 
represented for publication. Clearly not the faintest apprehension 
ever troubled the mind of the poor copying clerk that his mistakes 
would or could be multiplied in innumerable copies and made the 
subject of the contempt or ridicule of a better instructed age. No 
fear disturbed the Chancellor's equanimity lest the transactions of 
the University, iheir fawning adulation of the king, their congratula- 
tions to both sides in the desolating war that brought the country and 
the University to ruin, their humble petitions to popes and bishops, 
and all the other things they wrote, some of which must have been 
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I flesh ; 
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more or less bitter to flesh and blood, even in those daj's when 
violence engendered servility, and the ignorance of the great was 
only equalled by the poverty of the educated, would ever be known 
bej'ond the limits of the actual correspondence. Such as they are, and 
as far as they go, these documents faithfully represent the thoughts 
and feelings of the writers, and the condition of the Church, the 
University, and education in those days. 

It is therefore not without some hope that the work may prove 
to be acceptable, that this MS. is now edited. As to the facts, 
or at least the main facts, of the history of the University, I think 
it may be safely concluded that nothing of any great importance 
can now be added to what is already known, and the present 
collection of documents does not pretend to add materially to what 
has long ago been published on that subject ; but what the student 
of history always longs for and very seldom finds is, not the dates 
and figures, not the dry facts and statements, however exact, as to 
the succession of kings, battles and sieges, the numbers of the slain 
and the like, or even the intrigues of courts and the 
sialesmen or warriors, but the tlioughts and feelings of i 
private or domestic life of the past, the dress, 1 
language of the people, the structure of their dwellings, and all those 
details of the existence of the mass of mankind, to which we are 
conscious that the corresponding circumstances of our own day 
present so great a contrast. We desire, in a word, the flesh and 
blood to clothe and animate the dry bones of history, to restore 
something like a picture of the living reality. 

I know of nothing in this kind existing in respect of our Universities 
in the Middle Ages, beyond what has already been published and what 
is here offered to the reader. If the Paston letters, truly interesting as 
they are, somewhat disappoint us by the very homeliness of their con- 
tents, they present a picture almost, indeed so far as I know, wholly 
unlike anything else we possess — a vivid and genuine view of the cares 
and troubles, the language, manners, and occupations of a private 
country gentleman in what is probably the least known of any period 
of our national history. The letters here edited in no way pretend to 
compete with the Paston letters, and are indeed as dissimilar from them 
as possible. While the latter are expressed in the humblest vernacular, 
and are concerned mainly willi the private affairs of a single family, 
the former are, as to the very much larger number, in the language 
of the learned, and are occupied almost wholly, with here and there, 
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as it were, a few touches of colour accidentally illustrating private 
life {pp. 513 and 596), with the state of the University, tlie condition 
of learning, its hopes of patronage by ilie great, its fears and dangers 
from the hostility of a brutal age of ' blood and iron,' its constant 
care for religion and zeal for the maintenance of the faith, the libraries, 
the schools, and the Church ; the bloodless warfare ever being waged 
from this ' the fortress of learning ' against the foes of religion and 
culture, compassing it about on every side. 

Here we have recorded the pitiable appeals of the persecuted clerks 
to the secular arm, imploring protection for this ' vineyard of the Lord' 
from the ruthless attacks and insidious machinations of foes without 
and foes within; all their poverty and misery is without any false 
shame exposed ; and there is no shadow of suspicion that such 
disclosures could have ever been inteniled for publication in any way, 
even by such a multiplication of MS. copies as took place in those 
days in the case of some of the more popular productions. Such a» 
they are, these episUes reflect with exact truth the thoughts and feelings, 
the hopes and fears, of the University in the fifteenth century. 

A few words should be added here on the treatment of the MS. in 
this work. It is full of erasures and corrections. A practised eye, of 
course, immediatel)' discerns between contemporary and subsequent 
dealings of thissori ; and where corrections, &c. are by a contemporary 
hand, they are considered to be the second, and therefore better, thoughts 
of the writer, and accordingly retained in the text. Other corrections, 
&c., when adopted, have been noted at the foot of the page. 

The spelling of the original is throughout the work carefully pre- 
served ; or if, from some exceptional cause, it has been thought desirable 
to alter it, this too is noted at the foot of the page. The variation 
also of names, as well surnames as Christian, has always been 
preserved as in the MS. In these the variation of spelling would be 
extraordinary, but that we know there was no recognized orthography 
of the English tongue at this time. Thus we find the same surname 
spelt in several different ways within the compass of one epistle ; even 
the name of that great champion of the University, such is the care- 
lessness or ignorance of the writer, is on one occasion made to be 
John instead of Thomas Bourchier. 1 am afraid to say how many 
varieties there are in the spelling of the name Bourchier. or in that 
of the Abbey of Eynsham ; of this, many more examples might be 
given here, but these will suffice. In the case of the Latin letters, 
ihnt is to say, nine-tenths of the whole, there is very consider- 
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Ible variation, but much less tlian in those which are written in the 
vernacular ; and it will be noticed by a careful reader of the epistles, 
thai there is a very marked difference between those of the earlier and 
those of the latter part of the century. In the latter, we find the 
modem spelling rapidly asserting \i%t\{—gignasium, for example, 
has became gymnasium; exiteo, exhibeo; qiiatinus, gualenus; and 
a number of other words in a similar way indicate a great advancement. 
And lliis perhaps is a convenient place in an introduction (which has 
to notice many things difficult to arrange in a connected order), that 

I think a very considerable change will also be detected in the Latin ; 
and certainly, in the style of address and conclusion: the 'old things' 
seem in great measure to have ' passed away ' before the conclusion 
of the century. The solemn religious lone of the earlier testimonial 
letters has, for example, become quite superseded by a far more 
business-like form. In the ordinary epistle, S. P. D. is actually found 
to have crept in, I think probably from Dr. Chandler's superior 
knowledge of Cicero, aided very probably by the copies given by the 
Duke of Gloucester, These, however, are of course only specimens ; 
the general style is also altogether changed at the close of the volume. 

When we come to examine the English letters, which are, as has 
been already staled, forty-eight in number, the variety in spelling, far 
more striking, has been noticed above ; but what is most curious in 
■his connexion is that some of the English letters in this MS. are so 
like the ordinary language of to-day, that they would with but slight 
alteration be hardly considered more than somewhat peculiar; whereas 
others, and that the greatly larger number, present almost as extra- 
ordinary specimens of phonetic spelling as are to be found even in 
the Paston letters. The same remarkable disparity is also found 
in the letters of the Paslon collection, one or two of Lord Hastings' 
being almost like our language at the present time, and varying from 

II in spelling to no very considerable extent. In all the English letters 
, aiso the spelling of the MS, is, of course, carefully preserved, the use 
taf capital letters also is like that in the MS., but punctuation, being, 
ni usual in MSS. of that date, either wholly wanting or only very 

partially and wrongly used, has been supplied. 

As no other copy of this MS. exists, there is no collation to be 
noticed, as in the case of the MSS. used for the Munimenla Acadtmka, 
but the number of the folio, on which every epistle or other article is 
to be found in the MS., is given on the margin of the pages. As to 
the dates, it has been already stated thai there are considerable 
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difficulties, and more need not be said, except that even the names of ^ 
the Proctors for the year, which might have been considered a sure 
criterion, are, I fear, not quite so much so as may be thought; for 
somelimes these officials did not enter upon their office until some 
lime after the beginning of the year (supposing the 25th of March to 
be reckoned as the beginning), so that the proctorship of the previous 
year would overlap the next. Nor am 1 certain that the 25th of 
March is always reckoned for (he beginning of the year. The very 
considerable variety of use in ibis matter, and the consequent difficulties 
arising from it, will be seen in some notice of the subject in that most 
useful work The Chronology of His lory, by Sir H. Nicholas. 

In the Larin letters there is a great variety in the arrangement, 
sometimes the address is at the beginning, and sometimes at ihe end, 
somelimes both. Some have a tide, most, however, have none ; and 
therefore it will be understood that, in all cases where there is no title 
in the original, one has been supplied in Enghsh. Of Ihe lilies which 
may be called original, that is to say, found in the MS., not all are 
contemporary, some having been added by later hands ; occasionally, 
and particularly in certain parts of the volume, the titles are written on 
the margin, the letters being so closely one upon the heels of the 
Other as lo leave no space between. As to the position of the address, 
this has been made uniform by being placed at the commencement 
of each letter ; at any rale that has been the intention, and if it has 
not been done in every instance, the omission must be here apologised 
for. As to the spelling of the Latin letters, the original is carefully 
reproduced everywhere, or (for the cases have occurred here and there) 
where a correction has been thought desirable, the error being un- \ 
mistakably a genuine lapsus calami and no more, an acknowledgement ' 
is made in a footnote. It would perhaps have been better to omit 
even these few corrections, for to make them has, of course, introduced 
to a slight extent the principle of selection, and it was often perplexing 
to determine what should be considered a mere clerical error and 
what an ignorant writer's blunder : I have done the best I could in 
this difficulty. 

The subject of the MS. must not be dismissed without noticing 
a curious feature, vijt. the introducdon occasionally of the Sacred 
Monogram JHS, or of invocations such as St. Maria, Caterina, 
orate, &c. ; these occur, I think it will be noticed, at very critical 
junctures in the affairs of the University, as in the case of the death 
of Ihe Duke of Gloucester, or the proposed burning at the stake {as 
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^as reported) of Philipp Norreys al Oxford ; and I lake them to be 
expressions of the anxiety naturally then felt (13S. 254)- 

There are, it may be noticed lastly, some articles here printed which 
have already been published ; these, loo, in accordance with the general 
plan of the work, have been preserved, the more willingly because they 
are not generally accessible. 

As 10 the Lalinily of these episllea, it is probably very much what 
any one acquainted with the Latin in use at that day would have 
expected, though, as has been already observed, the reader will find 
a considerable difference between the earlier and the later part of the 
work, ihe letters of the dale of Dr. Chaundler's chancellorship being 

ridedty an improvement. I find, however, that the infima Latinitas 
been enriched by a few words I have not elsewhere met with, as 
munculus, nullorsum, and others which will occur to the 
reader. On the whole, what is surprising is not the faults of the 
langiiage, but tliat it is not worse. 

It is not easy for us to conceive what the difficulty must have 
been in acquiring and teaching even what was taught of the Latin 
language without books; and that literally is the problem that had 
to be solved (204, 178). The master lecturing, or, as we should say, 
^ving the lesson, had of course a book, or portion of one, from 
which to dictate to Ibe boys ; the latter had none, the instruction 
wholly oral. Without dictionaries or grammars, and in their 

[alls and Inns, crowded together as they certainly were without 

ivacy or necessary quiet for preparation, it is difficult to con- 

whal must have been the discomfort, or worse, of the poor 

scholar in the long dark evenings of the autumn and winter terms, and 

what the labour of instruction during the hours of daylight. And it 

'trill be remembered that the Latin to be acquired was never considered 

this time as an exercise of scholarship, a means to a cultured style. 

classical education, but as a language, first for current use in dis- 
pdUtions, chiefly logical and theological ; and for d]ose who, after 
altEuning the M.A. degree, proceeded to the higher steps, as an 
instrument for opening the treasures of a student's life, and moving 
freely in a literature of which such Latin was the only source. The 
masters teaching liad certainly some, but very few, books ; and 
vhen it is said that the University had no books, it is meant literally 
ibat, except in the case of such masters who, from superior wealth, 
probably from being members of some religious house in Oxfortl, 
of one of the colleges, were so fortunate as to be provided with 
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such ireasures, there were no books, and no library worth mentioning, 
to which the poor scholar {i. e, master) might have recourse. We speak 
now Q^ Latin books, and it will be noted that tlie Duke of Gloucester 
in his posthumous gift specifies ' all his Latin books ' (395, 298). 

As 10 Greek, it is sufficiently well known that ihe study of that 
language did not exist at Osford in the time included by the larger 
part of these epistles : one may almost say that the only traces we 
find of any knowledge o( it arc the signature of J. Farley, written 
on the margin in Greek character on two or three occasions, and in 
another single case that of William Grocin [BiXtXfiot T/jpicw], similarly in 
Greek character. But the latter instance is not a signature, as the 
others are, at the foot of a document, but is on the superior margin of 
a folio ; perhaps the work of Grocin himself; more probably of some 
admirer, pondering the prodigious knowledge of that scholar, and the 
possible effects of the new studies introduced into the Universi^, 
while practising his hand, clearly unfamiliar willi the strange characters. 

While on this subject, perhaps some of my readers will excuse my 
introduction of a few specimens of the ignorance of Greek in those 
days, even among the best-educated clerks. In the Legfttda aurea 
(by Jacobus de Voragine, Archbishop of Genoa at the end of the 
thirteenth century, and one of the most learned men of his lime), a book 
of which Panzer enumerates no less than ninety-eight editions between 
the years 1470-1500; besides more than thirty translations,- one 
of which 13 Caxton's Golden Legend, printed by him in 1483, and 
several times reprinted afterwards by Wynkyn de Worde, we find 
some very curious derivations. To the life of each Saint is prefixed 
an explanation of the meaning or origin of his name. Thus of 
Gregorius, we are told that the name is from ' grtx, el gort quod est 
praedicare. Agatha ab agios quod est sanctits, el Iheos quod est Deus. 
Katherina a Katha quod est universum, et mina. quasi universalis 
ruina, omne enim diabolJ edificium in ea universaliier corruit, Diony- 
sius a dya quod est duo, et nisus quod est elevalio, quasi secundum 
duo elevatus, scilicet corpus et animam. Egidius, ab t quod est sint, 
et geos terra, et dya clarum sive divinum, fuil enim sine terra per ter- 
renorum despeclionem,' These are a few among very many, and 
suffice to show what educated Europe of that day accepted without 
correction in thousands of copies for many years. (1 quote from a 
copy in my possession printed ai Cologne in 1483.) 

If the condition of learning among those who used this book may 
be inferred, as it surely may be, from this evidence, we can have no 
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stiaiion in accepting as correct ihe generally received opinion that 
the Greek language was practically unknown; and the absence of 
any study of it in the Universities, until its introduction towards the 
close of the period embraced by the present MS., were there no other 
proofs, ivould be conclusively proved. When, under ihe influence of 
Grocin and Erasmus and their admirers and pupils, the attention of 
sludcDts was directed to this object, the study of the Greek language 
rapidly advanced, and soon asserted a foremost place in the 'curriculum' 
of the day. 

The foregoing observations lead naturally to some notice of that 
which perhaps is the most prominent subject of the MS. under con- 
sideration, the Library of Oxford in the fifteenth century. It is not 
necessary to repeat here, what is well known from other sources 
of the meagre facts relating to libraries before existing at Oxford ; 
and I do not know that any additional facts have been acquired ; it 
was with the gifts and bequests of the Duke of Gloucester that 
a library began to exist in a form and to an extent capable of in- 
fiueocing and assisting students. 

Bearing this in mind, it is easier to appreciate correctly the feelings 
of the University on the acquisition of these benefactions. The out- 
pouring of gratitude they evoked may be read in these epistles in all 
its genuine extravagance (114, 139, 177, 184, 197, 203, ai6, 340, 
244. 254. 255)- 

If the first impression produced by reading these letters is one of 
amusement or even disgust at the extravagant eulogy and adulation 
bestowed upon the donor, 1 am inclined to think a more careful 
recognition of the circumstances, an effort to place ourselves in some 
measure in line with the state of society, so far as it can be known 
from the scanty records of that dark and troubled century of our 
history, may perhaps in no small degree tend to modify our more 
hasty judgement. 

If there is one predominating colour, tinting or staining, so to 
speak, the whole picture of academic hfe, it is tlie gloomy shade 
of poverty— poverty, 'the stepmother of learning' (154, 115, 106-7). 
This it is that is always represented as the great hindrance to the 
Btudeni ■ seeking in the vineyard of the Lord the ]>earl of knowledge * 
(71). This is the danger against which all the privileges of the 
University are granted to protect its members (56-58). The price 
of provisions is strictly guarded, and the civic authorities constrained 
10 prevent exactions for this reason {40, 43). It is this, more or less, 



xxii INTRODUCTION. 

that is the subject of the greater portion of ihe letters. Even those which.! 
do not directly mention or seem to relate to the subject, applicationo, 1 
for example, for the remitting of a member of the privilege to 
Chancellor's Court, are in reality dictated by fear of the great expense I 
a suit elsewhere would entail ; and when, as so often happens, the [ 
Archbishop of Canterbury or the Lord Chancellor are implored to ] 
order their officials to recognize the claim of the Oxford Chancellor's ] 
Court to decide all cases of the kind, and send the accused to Oxford A 
for that purpose, the real motive is (he ruinous expense of lay courts; 
and this weak point in the armour of the University was being 
continually aimed at by the shafts of her enemies. The trial of 
a member of the privilege in a lay court seems to have been quite 
legal, if the University did not claim her privilege. Then, too, we 
cannot doubl, came in the exertion of backstairs influence of every 
kind, extortion of fees, and worse, inevitable bribes, unfortunately 
nol only to the officials of the courts, but even to the very judges 
in some instances. J 

Again, it is the dread of diminution of fees to masters lecturing I 
that calls forth some of the most earnest remonstrances, even to | 
the king, against the grammar masters, who refused to pay them 
to Lecturers in Ana (zio), and to the Duke of Gloucester begging 
him to use his influence wiih the Benedictines, whose scholars will 
not pay (77). This again is the cause of the anxiety about foreign 
priests shriving penitents at Oxford (322)- The evil effects of the 
papal ' provision,' and the failure to execute the ' Provincial con- 
stitudons,' produce some of the most urgent, even eloquent, appeals 
to the Archbishops; chiefly on this account, that the hopelessness 
of promodon to benefices discouraged the poor clerks, whose life of 
labour and poverty found no reward (i, 153, 185). This is the 
reason for the dread lest the Benedictine scholars should leave the 
University (375), and for the lamentation over the diminution of men 
of rank and fortune among the graduates, and the consequent drying 
up of the source not only of fees, but of what was even more 
seriously felt, strange though it may seem — the feasts on inception. 
This is the plea for help to build the Schools ' of Theology, Canon 
and Civil Law, and the Church of Si. Mary's. This is, in fact, the 
invariable subject of the greater part of the letters : the dismal lament 
of all, from the Chancellor, who could not afford to retain the office 

repelled. It leems, wholly by the liberality of 
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■be so efficiently discliarged (247), 10 ihe learned bm penniless 

■«iaslers(i9), for whom no decent outfit of clothes, nor money for their 
mmey, could be provided, to send a deputation to the council at Basle 

I — {7»), even to the poor boy who had to make his own clothes (596). 
In this short sketch I cannot allow myself more on this subject ; 
I must ask the reader to look at the epistles themselves ; to all 
he will find an analysis prefixed, in some cases a long one, almost 
amounting to a translation where the matter seemed to deserve it ; 
a method of ireaiment which, all things considered, appeared to be 
better than writing an introduction capable of really presenting 
A full view of the work, which, being so miscellaneous, and extending 
over so long a period, must have required another volume or more 
to do it justice. 

In alluding to ihe poverty of the junior members of the University, 
that is to the boys at school at Oxford, it will be borne in mind 
that Oxford was in reality an assemblage of schools — private schools, 
but all under the same regulations, and governed by the same bonds 
of academic union and privilege. Every large religious house had 
iU school, but otherwise the only schools were at the Universities, 
and here loo the religious orders had their houses. The boys sent 
to school at Oxford remained there until the M.A. degree, which 
would usually be acquired before the age of twenty, after that age 
those who still resided at the University, and they were very numerous, 
pursued the study of the superior faculties of Theology, Canon and 
Civil Law, and Medicine, in which they graduated in due course. 
Now it was these lailer (94, 8r, 106), these who gave their lives to 
the pursuit of learning, on whom the burden of poverty fell with 
so heavy a weight, and it was to enable such men thus to remain 
after the M.A. degree that the colleges were founded, in which boys 
from scholars might proceed to Masters, and then to Bachelors in 
Theology or the other faculties, and lastly to Masters in those sciences, 

Kor as we now style them, Doctors. 

It need not be supposed that any great anxiety would be felt about 
; maintenance of the scholars proper, whose parents or friends of 
COtirse provided for them, and need not continue to keep them at 
Oxford — it was the difficulty of maintaining the struggling teachers, 
and the lack of any hope of sufficient provision for retirement for 
them, that seems (o have been the great terror of University life. 
Nor need this suqirise us, for literary work there was none, of course. 
Tbe great resource of a Master so continuing to reside at Oxford was 
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[he setting up of a HaH of his own, or ratlier the obtaining the 
principalship of any that became vacant ; beyond this there were only 
the fees for leaching, always small and often precarious ; there were 
celebrations of masses (71) at the numerous churches, feasts, or 
equivalents for them, at inceptions, loans from the chests — what 
else? We cannot feel our way in this darkness, but there is enough 
light to make us wonder not that the poverty was great, but that it 
was not even greater than these letters testify in one continual 
wail (151). 

Now the pinch of poverty was most keenly felt in the tmpossibiUty 
of obtaining books ; for of what use to him was the poor master's 
daily pittance, if that, for which alone he desired 10 live, was yel 
beyond his reach, and books from the very nature of the case were 
a luxury of the rich ! They existed, of course, and were continually 
being multiplied, slowly, but probably more than enough to supply 
the waste, in the religious houses, where a scribe's room was always 
at work, in which copies were made of popular or necessary authors : 
some great personages, we know, collected them and possessed 
valuable libraries ; there is evidence also that men in humbler life, 
merchants of London and the like, had at this time occasionally 
a taste for literature (222), and the difficulty experienced in gaining 
possession of the books bequeathed to the University clearly enough 
proves that this sort of property was greatly prized by many, and 
not always acquired with scrupulous honesty (483, 309, 318). Bui 
to the poor master, to whom they were the necessity of his life, 
they were a thing longed for wilh an ardent desire, treasured and 
read with an eagerness and enthusiasm, and loved with a tenderness 
unknown now, unless it be by the happy bibliophile, the jiossessor 
of a first edition. 

To a society of this character, to sufferers in this extremity, appears 
on the scene of University life the great figure of Humfrey, Duke 
of Gloucester. The 'picturesque' morality, as it has been cynically 
called, of his private life, sufficiently hinted at in the advice of his 
medical adviser, Dr. Kymer (see Hearn, in his edition of Liber niger 
Scaccarii), were it not otherwise well known, in no way obscured the 
lustre of his renown ; in an age indeed, when the divorce between 
religion and morality was so conspicuous, and when profligacy in 
high places evoked no surprise and little reprobation ; when the popular 
literature of the time rather represented vice in the clergy as a subject 
of humour than of indignation, and when the most flagrant acts of 
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lade ihe subjects of highly-spiced anecdotes, they 
2 grace, and the 



e the less regarded as the channels of div: 
faults of the individual priest or nun were forgotten in ' 
for the Church — the Church, notwithstanding all, ever ihc mother 
and home of all that was lovely in an, pure in earthly life, divine 
in heavenly hope. Add to this that the breaking up of the long night 
had already begun to be felt; and even in this remote island (203), 
as one of the tellers says, the dawning of the new literature, at present 
but a thin streak of fainl light on the horizon, heralded the approach- 
ing day ; the internecine butcheries of the Wars of the Roses were 
rapidly exhausting ihe ancient feudal nobles, a citizen class (29) 
of conspicuous wealth, had already won an important influence, and 
an irrepressible impulse towards knowledge, the history of the past, the 
secrets of distance and futurity, had begun to enlarge the hitherto con- 
tracted, menial, political, and geographical limits of the Christian world. 
We shall not, I think, wonder at the fulsome epithets in which his 
character is lauded, the abject flattery in which his Hberahty to the 
University is recorded, for with whatsoever drawbacks it be weighted, 
when measured by the balance of a higher morality, the character 
of the Duke is remarkable, nay great. Almost alone of the laity 
in this country he stands forth the champion of culture, to revive the 
dying embers of learning or kindle the flame of a new lilerature. Nor 
could his advocacy of the Friars, of whose troublesome presence (161-7) 
in the Univeisiiy (his MS. bearsample witness (161-7), blunt the keen 
sense of obligation or shake the solid foundation of obedience so 
great munificence had justly laid (166, 197). The admiration was, 
we may be sure, quite genuine, ihe gratitude altogether sincere, if 
not perhaps wholly free from that lively sense of future benefits which 
is said to be the constant symptom of its presence : it was with 
a firm faith in their own imperishable remembrance of his beneficence 
thai they compared him with the heroes of antiquity, and esteemed 
him as a second founder of the University; and their last letter, not 
without a sad presage of his death, concludes with the wish that his 
life may be long here and everlasting hereafter. 

Bui it was not so much to his actual benefactions as to his 
example that the great development of the library, and of the Uni- 
versity generally, traced their source during the remainder of the 
century. Wljelher the intentions of the Duke of Bedford (94) to 
foimd lectures were ever carried into effect, we are not distinctly 
informed in this volume; if they were, then his foimdation pre- 
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ceded ihai of his brother ihe Duke of Gloucester, and [he will. i( 
not the deed, should be remembered ; but howsoei'er that may 
be, the example of Duke Humfrey was speedily followed by others, 
considerable, if not so great as his ; and while the public building;: 
above-mentioned were either rebuili or now first built in Oxford, 
the endowment of lectures, useless ^tfaout books, also commenced 
at this period of ils history ; and in a general sense, before the century 
closes.the whole scene hasgreally changed. The old things of mediaeval 
Oxford bad already begun to pass away, the new learning had become 
firmly rooted, and the advance of the new religion, the not distant 
rumbling of that disturbance of the tower strata of society which was 
shortly to upheave the surface of political and religious thought, was 
not obscurely apprehended and foretold (359) : so that I ihink it may 
even be asserted with confidence that the efforts to build the Scfaoob 
of Theology and Canon Law, and the rash but successful venture to 
rebuild St. Mary's Church, the heart and centre of Academic life and 
religious teaching, were but the signs of a deep-seated conviction that 
the old faith needed more earnest advocacy, better education, more 
special studies. 

On these points some of the letters are most explicit, and the 
remonBtranccs most earnest, as the abuses of which Ihcy complaia 
were most flagrant and unquestionable (rsi, 3, 169). It was 
thought, and the thought was plainly expressed, that the heresies, 
with which the ecclesiastical horizon was darkened, were rapidly 
Spreading and threatening a storm capable of rending the kingdom 
asunder (359). For tliese existing and impending calamities, the 
promotion of illiterate men to benefices, and the consequent failure 
of efficient miniBlrafions in the parishes throughout the country, is 
held responsible ; and bitter are the complaints, and earnest the oft- 
repealed prayers, representing the dangers of this state of things; 
and also Ihe disastrous effect upon the Universities and learning 
generally produced by the fatal discouragement of laborious and 
learned clerks, who failed to obtain promotion, lingering in poverty 
and neglect in Oxford, while they saw men promoted over their 
heads who could neither read nor write; and more than once the 
request is urged that the intercession of St. Frideswydc may be 
invoked throughout the province of Canterbury to check the spread 
of wickedness and insubordination, and foster with her etfectual 
benediction the growth of pieiy and the prosperity of learning(36o-2). 

Sufficient has been said to show how important was the patronage 
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F ibe Duke of Gloucester, how inexfiressibly valuable his powerful 
championship and donations of books: for greater detail the reader 
must be content to refer to the letters themselves. 

We have said above that his example was speedily followed, and it 
will perhaps be not unwelcome to the reader if the progress of the 
librar)' is here shortly traced. In this too, as in the case of endowment 
of lectures, the Duke of Bedford's name precedes that of his brother, 
and his gift of books is clearly acknowledged (8i), but does not 
seem to have been one of great magniiude ; moreover, to go farther 
back, Henry the Fifth had anticipated both, by a bequest of books, 
which however had not been obtained by the University in 1437, 
and whether it was eventually received or not we have no information. 
So tardy and so difficult was the making of the road to learning, 
so unwilling were those who held them to surrender the books they 
had in charge (150-2). 

The next notice of the subject is in a letter of thanks to the Duke 
of Gloucester (114) for a gift of books and money, but no mention 
is made either of the names or nature of the former or of the amount 
of the latter; but only two years later, in 1439, commences that suc- 
cession of life-giving showers wherewith ' the vineyard ' was rendered 
fruitful, and from which an abundant supply of oil from the 'oHve-trees ' 
of the University might be expected by the Church. 

The benefactions of the Duke, of which we have specific notice, 
are four in number; of the first of these, valued at more than 
a thousand pounds (184), we have an indenture of receipt between 
the University and the Duke, containing the names of each book, 
marked, as was usual, in the first words of the second folio; but 
it is not a little singular that the number of the books is variously 
Blaled as lao in one place, 126 in another, and, in a third, i2g 
volumes. Of ihc fourth donation also, we have a similar catalogue 
in an indenture of the same description (232); this consisted of 135 
volumes. Of the two intervening donations, we have no further 
record beyond the fads that one consisted of seven and the other 
of nine books. Altogether there were, then, 280 volumes, besides the 
donation, of which no particulars at all are given, as above noted (114), 
These were all, no doubt, duly received, though of the two smaller 
gifts no indenture is forthcoming, 

But bewdes these, the Duke being, it appears, in the Congregation- 
house shortly before his death, did by word of mouth then and there, 
in the presence of a large assemblage of Masters (251), promise to 
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give them all his Latin books {^uos siuiii'o dignot arhilraius esf) 
{ J94-5), ' to ihe lovj-ng of God, increce of Clergy and connyng men, 
to the gode govemaunce and prosperite of the Realme of Englond 
withoaten ende,' and often afterwards confirmed the promise by 
messenger, and eventually bequeathed the books in his will (ibid.). 
Unfonunately when his death took place the books had not been 
actually received, and we have a protracted struggle represented (o us 
in the numerous epistles to the King, the Marquess of Suffolk, 
W. Waynflete, Dr. Somerset!, the House of Commons, the executora 
of the Duke and others, whose aid or influence is implored to 
obtain possession of them (351, 258, 385). It would seem that the 
books had found their way into other hands (318), and tlie eieculors 
themselves do not escape the imputation of having appropriated 
them ; at least that is the inevitable conclusion to be drawn from the 
outspoken letter addressed on the subject to Dr. Somerseit {aSS), one 
of the staunchest friends, be it remembered, of the University. 

Whether or no these books ever came to the library, we have 
no evidence in the volume before us. From a letter to the Bishop 
of Bath and Wells, asking his help in the matter, we find that 
the collection of books by private individuals was not uncommon ; 
and the superior claims of the University to the possession of tliese 
treasures and the greater udlily of them where ihey would be in 
constant use is strongly urged as a reason for the employment 
of his powerful assistance to obtain them. Eventually an agent 
was appointed (358), more than twenty years Uter, with authority 
to collect by every possible means all books and other properly 
whatsoever belonging 10 the University, to prosecute in spiritual 
and lay courts any one unlawfully detaining the same, and with 
powers to grant acknowledgement of receipt of them when duly 
delivered. We find from a letter to the Bishop of London (483), 
after a lapse of ten more years, that thirteen volumes were recovered 
by his instrumentality, but it is probable these were not a portion 
of the Duke's bequest. The effort to obtain that must, one would 
suppose, lave collapsed in so long and weary a pursuit. But, in 
any case, these thirteen volumes could have been but a small fraction 
of all ihe Duke's Latin books. 

What may have been the contents of this last bequest of the 
Duke, we do not know; we are toid it consisted of 'all his Latin 
books proper for study,' and again, ' scole ' books, expressions which 
are, I think, significant, and plainly imply that they were of a different 
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Character from ihose contained in the two large donations of which 
we have catalogues in tlie indentures. It will probably not be 
without surprise that these catalogues will be perused by one who 
inquires into the course of reading and study generally, both at 
ihe University and among the learned laity of the day. Consisting 
mainly of theological, medical, legal, and philosophical works, with 
several copies of the Italian poets so greatly affected by the Duke, 
but with only a comparatively slender contingent of classical authors 
of antiquity, and with very little that could be useful to the scholar on 
bis way to liis M.A. degree, to whom we find the bulk of the works 
would be unattractive, nay, to speak plainly, useless. And useless to us 

;y would no doubt be found, but I would venture to remind some of 
\j readers, who may not be aware how greatly we are indebted 
to the laborious writers of such works, that from these in great 
measure has been compiled, i. e. stolen without acknowledgement, 
nearly all the divinity, the foundation of laws, and much of medical 
knowledge not yet superseded. But, as has been above slated, 
the books were not wanted, and could not be used by the youths 
preparing for the M.A. degree. The learned masters, we repeat, 
were those who stood in such need of them, and to these the 
gifts we speak of were a priceless boon, spending, as they often 
did, their whole lime in the sole pursuit of such learning as was 
prescribed for them by the Academical course, and afterwards finding 
in it tlie employment of a studious life. 

The practical disappearance of such a class of students from our 

flem Universities diverts our sympathies, and directs our inquiries 
the yoimger scholars, and we naturally ask how were their needs re- 
?edor their position improved by the beneficence of Duke Humfrey. 
t cannot be for a moment supposed that these boys were or could 
be permitted to use the library- — their numbers, very probably at some 
periods amounting to as many as two thousand, or even more, would 
render such an indulgence impracticable — nor is there in ihc statute 
the regulation of the library any mention of others than Masters of 
:s, at the least, who should be entitled to such a privilege ; and 
even for them the space contained in the old library was soon found 
altogether too narrow, so that with the augmentation of the books 
came the need urgently felt for a more commodious receptacle for them 
(244, 390). Nor, again, had the boj's leisure for such a purpose; their 
time was occupied in their lectures, i. e. lessons, for which they wanted 
no books, the instruction being wholly oral, writing from dictation, 
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and so forth. Only indirectly, then, did ihey find themselves 
beneficed by these splendid acquisitions to the library, so that when 
ive read of ilie crowds of eager students intent on the books {grtgalim 
incumbunl, 245, 258), we must not picture to ourselves a spirit of 
emulation among schoolboys, or young men such as our modem 
undergraduates, or draw an invidious comparison between the two 
periods, in favour of either according to our private sympathies; but 
we must revive a throng of mature men {154, 156, 362), among whom 
many already advanced in age ; in many cases their dress is no longer 
new, their features too often suggest a lack of comfort, but iheir thirst 
for learning is strong; iiis a passion, it is a means of rising to a higher 
level not only in the social scale, though there too it was nearly the 
only avenue to rank and power ; for thus not only might the most 
needy rise to the highest dignity the Church — and that was also the 
world — could bestow, but they felt it alone could raise them ' above 
the beasts' (139, 169), a thought and motive often expressed in these 
leliers and feU, in a manner we hardly now reahze, in that ignorant 
and brutal stage of society. These were the students, from whom 
rose the chorus of gratitude and praise, when the munificent gifts of 
the Duke revealed to them the unwonted marvel, that one of the 
greatest of statesmen and warriors, of royal birth and noble fortune, 
whose life had been spent in courts and camps, yet through all, and, 
it seemed, above all, retained a cultured taste and educated mind, 
and a practical charily to the needy clerk. 

But the fame of the newly-endowed library was not confined to 
the students of this country ; we read that they flocked hither from 
'every part of the world' (178), and that incessant was the toil by 
night as well as by day of those, who came from foreign parts as 
well as from every comer of England, to make copies of the books; 
and moreover that the nucleus now established speedily began to 
attract from Greece and Italy and from every country a continual 
stream of books (202), and not only so, but that the original Greek 
(240, 244) language was now within the reach of all. This is a very 
remarkable letter, and the more so, because in the catalogue of the 
Duke's books it ia doubtful whether we find any Greek book in the 
Greek tongue; but since all the books given by the Duke of Glou- 
cester have long since disappeared from the library— unless the single 
specimen, which the late librarian (Mr, Cox) lold me remained there, 
yet exists — we cannot be satisfied on this point. 

Such are the readers, each, 1 suppose, intent on making his copy of 
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e work long hopelessly desired and now at last within his reach ; 
though with very strict Utniialions, for the statute prescribes that 
every book shall be carefully kepi in a chest, and that the librarian 
or chaplain of the University shall have custody thereof On no 
pretext whatever could any book be borrowed except under an 
indenture, and since probably even these restrictions proved in- 
effectual, the books were afterwards chained to the oak desks, as we 
find in the case of certain books of a later donation (544). This last 
precaution was taken not so much to prevent possible theft, for any 
attempt at such a crime must have been detecied, first by the con- 
stant presence of the librarian, whose eye, in so smal! a chamber, 
could scarcely fail 10 observe it, but also by the system of marking 
in the register every book so that it would be infallibly recognized 
by the University stationer ; the purpose was rather to prevent the 
monopoly of any book by one reader, and obviate confusion in the 
library. The chief occupation of the readers was, I think, that of 
making copies of the books, first because any real effectual study of 
a particular book by one reader must have been almost impracticable 
under the circumstances, and secondly because such copying is 
clearly recognized as the natural object of readers, for special re- 
strictions are introduced in (he Statute for the regulation of the 
library, to the effect that under no circumstances shall any book be 
divided into parts and lent to be copied in that condition (188), and 
even the Duke himself could only borrow any book he himself had 
given by signing an indenture (ibid.). 

These gifts and bequests of the Duke were followed by others, 
hardly less important though, as might be expected, not so highly 
valued or welcomed with such enthusiasm. Of these, the first is but 
a single booV.Josephus, given by a ciliien of London, one Thomas 
Knollc), a grocer and a specimen of the rising class of wealthy 
merchants, whose cultivated tastes in art and literature began to mark 
a new era of civilization (222). This was a specially acceptable gift, 
indicating, as it did, an interest in education on the part of such 
citiuns, whose good offices would be so efficacious in advancing the 
interests of the University and strengthening the true faith ; we shall 
not be surprised therefore to read that the 'beatific vision' will 
doubdesa be the reward of all such as shall thus exert themselves by 
using their worldly wealth for the glory of God. Next we have a gift 
of the Di nalura rtrum of Alexander Neckham, presented by Master 
Somersett, a famous doctor of medicine (309, 285) and, if I am not 
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mistaken, a supervisor of the faculty sworn before the Lord Mayor 
along with Gilbert Kymer (see Memoriah of the Craft of Surgery, by 
Darcy Power). The same Dr. Sonierselt hkewisegave other books (3 13) 
and vestments for use in St. Mary's, and if his beneficence did not 
evoke so much gratitude as that of others, perhaps the reason may 
be found in a letter of a very remarkable nature addressed to bim by 
the University, wherein more than a suspicion is plainly expressed 
that this distinguished son of their common mother, nourished at her 
breast, was, wliile presenting his gift, nevertheless privy to the designs 
of those who were wrongfully detaining tbe much-needed ' Latin 
books,' if not himself personally guilty of that dishonest conduct 

("85). 

A little later comes a gift of several books by Master Richard' 
Broun, alias Cordon, a donation qualified by a stipulation, found 
in no other instance, that the donor shall be allowed free use of the 
books during his life, and even be entitled to remove them at will, 
either in person or by his messenger, from the custody of the librarian 
(279). Of a donation by the Duchess of Suffolk, we have no more 
precise account than a general acknowledgement of the gift in 
a letter of thanks (326); but of the gift of his Propinarium, by the 
famous Abbot of St. Alban's, John Whet ham stede, we have an 
amusing record in the characteristic letter of thanks addressed to 
him {373). The only other donor of a single volume is Master T. 
Graunt, Precentor of St. Paul's, who presented to the library ' suavia- 
simum librum,' but of this we have no further description (382). It 
is difficult to suppose there were no other such benefactions of aingla 
books ; none, however, are recorded, though larger bequests and gifte 
were soon to follow. The first of these is that of j. Tiptoft, Earl of 
Worcester, whose literary tastes were not incompatible with a char- 
acter in strong contrast to the adage ' ingenuas didicisse fideliter 
artes, emoUit mores nee sinit esse feros.' To him we find a moat 
fulsome letter of flatlerj', and that is nearly all the meaning to be 
extracted from it, so full is it of mistakes and imperfections, 1 sup- 
pose that, after the death of the Duke of Gloucester, the University, 
casting about for support and countenance among the rich, and 
especially those with a reputation for learning, turned its eyes to the 
Earl of Worcester and approached him with the hope of enlisting 
his sympathy as a patron in some degree calculated to replace the 
irreparable loss they had sustained. Their efforts were so far suc- 
cessful, that it was found upon his death that he had bequeathed 
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\ bige number of books to ihe University estimated to be of the 
ralae of not less than five hundred marks (390). We have no 
information as to what was the nature of the books; and whether 
they were ever received or not remains unknown, though we are 
told that thirteen volumes were recovered from wrongful possessors 
{483), but whether these were a portion of the Gloucester or Tiptoft 
bequests, or of what other source, is nowhere mentioned. 

And now the difficulty experienced in obtaining possession of such 
bequests was not thrown away ; for it was fell, and none too soon, 
thai since the many urgent letters to the great and powerful sons of 
their mother ihe University proved ineffectual, some more direct steps 
must be taken both to recover, if possible, what was still outstanding, 
and to prevent losses of a similar kind in future ; and accordingly 
in the year 1471 Master Whitley was appointed agent, accredited 
by a patent letter to that effect, to collect and receive ail books and 
other property of the University whatsoever and by whomsoever 
detained, to prosecute in any spiritual or temporal court any persona 
illegally detaining them, and empowered to give a sufficient discharge 
for their receipt (358). 

That the library continued to grow, receiving other accessions 
than those here noticed, is, as has been suggested above. Very prob- 
able, and that this really happened is the more likel}', because hitherto 
no great difficulty is found to have been felt in housing the books ; 
though the narrow limits of the room were rendered yet narrower 
by the sysiem of storing the books in chests, which must have been 
of great size {189) : but now the prospect of further additions made 
il evident that, unless better accommodation could be provided, it 
would not be possible to place the books in security, and at the 
same lime provide necessary room for the constantly increasing number 
of readers. With this in view, the University addresses an urgent 
appeal to the Bishop of Norwich, whose beneficence was well known, 
begging for his assistance in the ereclion of a suitable building {390). 
The site proposed was over the new Theology School, not yet 
completed, after the lapse of nearly sixty j'ears (5, 469), and this 
plan was apparently approved by the Duke of Gloucester as being 
both a retired and convenient situation (244), in strong contrast with 
the situation of the old library. 

And now there was a solid ground for hope that the long lingering 
Theology School would at last be completed by ihc magnificent liberality 
of Tbos. Kempe, Bishop of London, whose donation of one thousand 
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marks ma.de ihe accomplishment of the work not so much a question I 
of expense, as of finding competent workmen and suflScient scaffold- 
ing and machines. Of the latter difficulty a solution was at hand, for 
W.Waynflete's new college was only just completed, and the scaffolding 
would serve the purpose for the new school and library excellently 
well. To W. Waynfleic, then, application is made (443). And 
workmen could be engaged if the king would allow any such no 
longer needed by the king himself to be employed on the new 
school (446). All seems to have gone smoothly, the chief obstacle 
being removed by the munificence of Thos. Kempe. The work 
went briskly forward ; and one of the liveliest letters in the volume 
is that in which the busy labours of the builders are described, 
though the engagement of the architect and stonemason and their 
remuneration are also not without a special interest {46, rgi); not 
perhaps so much as exhibiting the rates of payment for such services 
at that date, as for the curious information about the ornamentation 
of the building as originally designed, but afterwards abandoned 
(ibid.). Others had frcm lime to time contributed both in materials 
and in money ; a certain Edmund Reed, esquire, especially is noticed 
as having given timber for the work, but it languished for many 
years from inability to provide the needful money, and it certainly 
is due to Thos. Kempe alone that the completion of the work at 
last, after two generations had seen its unfinished walls looking out 
over the ramparts on the neighbouring house of the Austin friars, 
crowned the cfforls of the builders. This, it may be mentioned, for 
the sake of those not well acquainted with such details, is the building 
at this day known as the Divinity School, and Duke Humfrey's 
Library over it, and the writer may perhaps venture to add that it 
has been not without certain pleasure that the whole of the work of 
writing the present volumes has been done in that venerable room 
sheltered beneath the very rafters, hghted by the very windows of the 
days long passed away. 

To recompense in any commensurate degree the donor of the 
books was of course impossible ; the University had but one resource 
— thanks and praise in the present, and prayers and masses for his 
soul after death in the future. For these due provision is made in 
the statute for his commemoration, and the bitterest drop in their 
cup was the thought that he was mortal (227), a foreboding 
prompted perhaps by ihe anticipation of actual danger or, perhaps 
merely expressing a natural apprehension of the loss of a life so 
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Nor were similar honours, a similar retompense, wanting 
in ihe case of Thos. Kempe, for whose commemoration, with that 
of his uncle, due provision is made, wiih one somewhat businesslike 
stipulation, viz. that not until after the completion of the payment 
of the one thousand marks, which was to be made by instalments, 
should any such prayers or masses be said (434). 

From what has been now said, it will be seen that the library 
in all probability increased quickly by other donations not here 
mentioned. We are told that not only was there a great influx of 
readers, but that this influx was in no small degree augmented by 
foreigners, and that Greek and Latin books also began to be attracted 
to Oxford; every possible effort, moreover, was made by the Univer- 
sity to augment their store ; we have with this view several letters, 
written to the executors of persons known to be possessed of 
books, begging them to give for the use of the library some of ilie 
property of the deceased (277, 281), among whom we have another 
dtiien of London, John Gedney, The executors were empowered 
to make such gifts for pious uses, and are reminded that by them 
ihe cause of true religion will be advanced, by furnishing the soldiers 
of the Church with the weapons of its earthly warfare. No further 
large accession, iiowever, is recorded in this MS. for some years, the 
next in order being a promise of some, number not stated, by the 
Bishop of London (533) ; and shortly afterwards, in a letter of thanks 
without address, an unknown benefactor is thanked for a present of 
thirty books and one on medicine, which he is told are, in accordance 

ilh his request, chained in the library (544). 

Lastly, there is the large number of one hundred and thirty-two 

tltimes given by the boundfol Dr. Lichfield, Archdeacon of Middle- 
sex; for whose exceeding liberality both in this matter and also in 
the rebuilding of St. Mary's Church, 10 which he was the chief 
contributor (571, 630), we cannot pass unnoticed the comparatively 
slender meed of thanks and praise accorded to him, in contrast with 
the extravagant adulation exhibited in the case of more exalted 
patrons. 

But while we acknowledge some little feeling of surprise, perhaps 
of disappointment, on this score, it must not be forgotten that 

Te is a probable, nay an undoubted, reason for a diminution of the 
'gratitude of the University for this kind of benefaction; for of course 
MS, books must at this date (1489) have become very considerably 
reduced in value by the rapid advance of the art of printing, already in 
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1 468, as Wood asserts, introduced into Oxford ; and his statenaents on 
this subject, especially that he saw a book, which he names, there 
printed in 1 481, should need no confinnalion, though the reader of that 
portion of his history will desiderate references to those authorities and 
sources of ioformatioD, so numerous in the historical part of his work. 
It is remarkable, to say no more, that not the faintest allusion to 
the art of printing is to be detected in our MS., and yet surely in 
Oxford, if anywhere, the minds of men must have been greatly 
occupied by this discovery, without which we, who look back, plainly 
discern that neither the liberality nor the enlightened example of Duke 
Humfrey, Thos, Kempe, and the rest of the heroes of the library 
could have failed to produce more than a feeble wave of that tide of 
literature already visibly rolling forward to swallow up the laborious 
products of the past. 

In this connexion it is not without interest to notice the I^atin 
authors read in Oxford at this time ; I speak not of the text-books 
used by the masters in their lessons, but of the authors with whom 
the senior members of the University were familiar, so far as we are 
able to judge from quotations in these letters. Though these are not 
what we can consider any equipment for a scholar at the present 
day, yet the list is on the whole better than might have been 
expected, Cicero is quoted or mentioned on sixteen occasions, 
Virgil several limes, Horace, Terence, Sallusi, Seneca, Aristotle, 
Plato (these two last from translations), all are met with in more 
than one, some of them in several instances. To these should be 
added a considerable number of historical allusions hardly to be 
discovered in these authors, the source of which certainly may 
be found in the Duke's donations, and I ihiuk may fairly be taken 
to imply a considerable knowledge of more ancient authors than at 
first sight we should have been inclined [o put to the credit of the 
student of those days, the direction of whose mind was so widely 
separated from the pursuit of such studies. 

If it be thought, and it may be so with reason, that the quotations 
and allusions to ancient classical history are of the most elementary 
character, and rather savour of a schoolboy's early essays than the 
solid learning of reverend masters and doctors; when we find 
Romulus and CamiUus, Achilles and Hector, Alexander the Great, 
Pompcy, Hannibal and the like made to do duty in comparison with 
the Duke of Gloucester, and the several other benefactors, whose 
praises arc thus enhanced, and with the several kings whose patron- 
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r ige is successively sought in such hyperbolic eubgium ; it must be 
remembered, I think, that in ihe case of most, if not all of the persons 
to whom such letters were addressed, we may fairly give the writers 
credit for selecting such historical characters and allusions as they 
considered were certainly within the somewhat narrow hmits of the 
eradition of the laiiy of the period ; that, in short, their object was 
not lo display their own learning, but to flatter the patron they 
addressed. 

Some remarks have above been made on the language of the 
epistles in this collection, and no more need be said on that subject, 
but the style and matter of them suggest a few observations ; for here 
we have a very vivid portraiture of some of the most distinctive 
characteristics of academic life, thought, and feeling. ' Alma mater " 
is an expression familiar to us ail, though it may be doubted whether 
the full significance of the words is often appreciated, It is but a part 
of a complete system of allegorical and metaphorical language, ex- 
pressing no mere poetic fancy, no mere figure of speech or empty 
ornament of diction, but a sincere, powerful, and efTeclual appeal 
lo the strongest affections and the most solemn sense of piety and 
duty. With us it has faded into something hardly more substantial 
than a humorous reminiscence of undergraduate life, almost tneaning- 
less if not flally ridiculous. To our forefathers it was far otherwise. 
It must not be forgotten how widely different were the conditions of 
the student's life in those days from anything with which we are now 
conversant. The large majority were quite boys, a very considerable 
proportion mere children, who, once commitled to the care of the 
University, remained there with but few and short intervals until the 
attainment of the M.A. degree, and to many of them it was expected, 
and in fact proved, to be their home for life. 

Again the ver^' great preponderance of the priesthood, and conse- 
quent renunciation of family lies by the large majority of the resident 
masters, suggested with a peculiar force the creation of fictitious bonds 
of relationship, and gave them a reality and strength which rooted 
ihem in the hean and became a powerful motive of action and guide 
of conduct in life. When the Bishop of Salisbtiry writes to say he will 
bring E. Pole lo Oxford, he does but use language expressing the 
universal sentiment, when he says he will come to lay the noble infant 
in his mother's lap (461), and the University in their turn reply that 
he thereby furnishes a proof they did not need of his own filial piety 
(455. 7)- If any privilege of the University was tlireatened with viola- 
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tion, the Lord Chancellor is appealed to as & son by his mother, com- 
plaining that while she is in labour bringing forlh the fruits of learning, 
she is attacked by unnatural sons (97), If an excuse is needed for 
asking help to rebuild Si. Mary's, the writers say that the natural 
affection children feel for their parents bids them plead for the church 
of their mother, to whom they owe, not indeed their natural bdug, 
but more— education to a virtuous life. 

And if the care of their mother and her incessant vigilance were 
ever on the alert to relieve her sons from the anxiety of poverty, 
and to protect them from loss and injury, she was not less solicitous 
for the welfare of those who left her household and were launched 
on the stormy sea of the outside world ; following their course and 
accompanying them on their journey by testimonial letters bearing 
witness to their blameless conduct and proved erudition, their un- 
disputed orthodoxy, or their ministerial abilities; or sometimes she 
would back their suits, to pope, king, or bishop, and commend them 
to all and sundry by whom preferment could be given, or from whom 
advancement or assistance might be expected; and to whom the 
writers express their hope that, though he to whom they address 
themselves be rather of an age when the title of father would be more 
appropriate, he will not disdain to be called a son. As the mother 
of Zcbedec's children she entreats for her sons, as the woman of 
Canaan she perseveres in her prayer for them (46, 10a). As Rachel 
for her lost children, she mourns the dwindling numbers of her sons 
(57, I55i 494)' when from scarcity of provisions, the disastrous effect of 
the protracted and desolating war, the University finds her members 
so scanty that halls and inns are closed. If, when asked for help, 
they respond with liberality, she rejoices that they are so successful in 
life, and that she has been so favoured as to have given birth to sons 
so distinguished (lao, 309), and wliose gratitude does not suffer them 
to forget the mother that suckled them in their infancy. The idea, or 
allegory, is indeed worked out in every detail, of which the foregoing 
are but a few specimens, and is made the basis upon which favours 
are entreated, obedience claimed, and every appeal for sympathy is 
made more or less to rest. The evil reputation of stepmothers is not 
forgotten, but repeatedly pressed into the service ; while the University 
is the mother, poverty is the stepmother, of learning, whose maligrr 
influence, if it be not counteracted by the charity of their more 
prosperous brethren, must blast the scholar's life, extinguish the flame 
of science and virtue, the learning which raises man above the beasts 
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d lifts him up to heaven (139, 169), and whose loss, to use Seneca's 
expression, would be no less than a separation of soul and body (19 1)* 
Thus (117) also in the testimonial letters, though not in all, it is de- 
clared that what is done for the advancement of one benefits the 
whole body corporate. 

But if the motherhood of the University was practically asserted and 
incessantly claimed, the brotherhood of its members was not less con- 
stantly inculcated, but was also actually cemented, not by hguralive and 
allegorical terms, but by very real and tangible means. Again, every 
srep io the scholar's career, every office in the University, from the 
Chancellor downwards, was defined and guarded by most solemn and 
stringent oaths (i 59), to break which we find, even in so small a matter 
as necessary residence (8), was deemed to require nothing less than 
a piapal dispensation : and it is not a little significant that the crime of 
perjury, involved in any violation of such oaths, and the summons to 
apjKar before the Chancellor at St. Mary's for the ' correction of the 
sotil ' (3 1 8), involved the penalty of excommunication, with deprivation 
of degrees, banishment, &c. (450). Even the failure to pay the fee for 
licence in Arts, or to faithfully render an account by the guardian 
of a chest, seems to have involved these most alarming consequences. 
Similarly stringent, and obeyed with more ready allegiance, were those 
oaths by which all masters were bound to cast their voles, at 
clectioDS of officers of the University, without fear or favour ; and it 
is not without a feeling of astonishment, if not of admiration, that we 
witness the steadfastness with which this poor brotherhood of defence- 
less clerks stood shoulder to shoulder and defied the king and their 
greatest friend their Chancellor, declining on more than one occasion 
to elect a bedel at their nomination (663), or to surrender a political 
offender 'lurking' in Oxford (5r3-523). 

The privileges of the University and their violation, either by her 
own unnatural sons or by ihe townsmen or others, chiefly in suing 
members of the privilege in a court other than that of the Chan- 
cellor, are a very frequent subject of these letters : and though her 
purse was short, her arms were long, and they were stretched out in 
urgent entreaty for help 10 maintain the fortress and repel the foe. 
Every son educated by his mother and successful in the world was 
another source of strength and aid in lime of need. No sooner is 
one such appointed to any office or dignity in Church or State than 
he receives a letter of congratulation on his great promotion, and 
of thankfulness to God for the good influence he cannot fail to 
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exert in the discharge of his duties; and Tor having raised up 
such a pillar of strength in a son who will never fail to remember 
ihe debt of gratitude lie will ever owe to the mother whose uiera 
nectarta sugcbai (lao). The other great difficulty the University had 
to coniend with was the exactions of the town and civic officers 
(40, 108, 343), and both in this case and in the former it was the 
poverty of the University that was the weak point ; in the one, the 
ruinous expenses of suits (143) from tlie venality of justice (649), 
the remoteness of the lay courts and consequent difficulty of obeying 
the citations and providing for the attendance of witnesses; in the 
other the extortionate prices of provisions and rents of houses alike 
struck at the very life of the University. 

Thus, then, this ' city of the priests/ protected from without by the 
rampart of privilege, and defended within by the solidarity of the 
garrison, united by the closest bonds of motherhood and brotherhood ; 
whose members felt iheir mutual sympathies and interests knit ever 
more firmly by that most enduring of all affections, which grows up 
between those who have lived long together in the same society in 
pursuit of the same studies (658); armed with books, the weapons of 
the soldier of the Church (281, 296), waged a bloodless warfare (300) 
against the enemies of the true faith (41, i58, 2a6, 338), the vices of 
a brutal age, and the furious hostility of the world both to learning 
and religion {359, 604), And it is to their sympathy with this noble 
struggle thai we see constant appeal made to the friends of civil order 
in the state, orthodoxy in the Church, and virtue and science every- 
where. The writers are well aware that the affection of parents for 
their children is greater than that of the children for the parents (664), 
yet they urge the claim that parents have to the honour and respect of 
their oflfspring and to their help in time of need ; to the House of 
Commons they plead that the University is the ' moder lanteme and 
welle of the clergy' (294), and entreat that, if the design of taking 
away again (rcsiimplto) of the lands given for pious uses by the king be 
indeed carried into effect, at least the endowments of the colleges may 
be excepted ; foundations ' of piouse iniencione to y^ worship of God 
and encrese of holy fayth by diverse sciencys and vertus of home 
growyt' (294). 

It wilt be noticed that the metaphorical figures and allegorical 
language employed, of which only a specimen here and there are here 
quoted in this introduction, are exceedingly numerous, and may be 
said to pervade the whole of the volume ; but those of most frequent 
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poccnnence are such as belong to ihe description of the University and 
iis individual members, and cannot fail to depict in a vivid light how 
great is the contrast between these letters — all of which are, as we 
should express it, on business — and such as would be written on 
similar subjects at tlie present day. Jn defence of the privilege, the 
King or Lord Chancellor are reminded that the University is the vine- 
yard of the Lord, and that rainly is it fenced aliout (193) if the fences 
arc not maintained ; if the whirlwinds of political strife devastate the 
labours of the husbandman, and if no defenders prevent the enemy 
from leaping over the boundaries, or the beasts of the field from 
devouring the fruits. Here are planted the olive-trees, from which 
alone can be produced the oil of sound doctrine ; here the pearl of 
great price, science and virtue, is the object of the student's incessant 
toil ; who, if not sustained and refreshed by the streams of charity, 
must wither in the arid soil of poverty, and bring no fruit to per- 
fection. If the Pope, or some great prelate, is exhorted to remember 
the mother of so many, who have grown up to become ' fathers rather 
than sons,' he is compared to some stately cedar, beneath whose 
beneficent protection the humble shrubs find shelter. 

To these might be added many more similar Bgures, and especially 
such as are of most frequent occurrence; as iliat of the ship tossed on 
the waves of the troubled world and steered by the ' Nauta indefectibiiis'; 
together with such other imagery as belongs to the several parables, 
and in particular those derived from agriculture ; but enough has been 
said to give an idea of the general texture of the letters to any who 
may read this introduction and not find time or inclination for a more 
close acquaintance with the pages that follow it. No more is here 
attempted on this part of the subject ; but there are yet a few points 
deserting notice— amusing characteristics of the writers. Not the 
ieaat of these is the scrupulous care everywhere taken to adapt the 
address and language of the epistles to the quality, position, or 
character of those to whom they are written. The example of Thctrs 
in her prayer to Zeus is continually borne in mind, and the patron is 
ever reminded how great have been his kindness and care in the past ; 
sofnetimes, indeed, it is to be feared, not without some sacrifice of 
truth, as when in soliciting from the black monks a contribution for 
the new Theology School, they are flattered by being told that the 
JJniversity owes its foundation to iliem (21}, When it is proposed to 
»ite the assistance of the wealthy citizens of London in furtherance 
r the same object, the Master of St. Thomas' (ap) is asked to give 
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his advice on the style of letter to be used to the greatest advantage; 
how, as it is expressed, ' to cast the net on the right Bide of the ship ' : 
the useful topics of flattery in the case seem to have been familiar, 
' cives venerabiles, qui divitiis fulgent, devolione relucent et largitate 
precellunl, nobiliores in dignitate, potentiores in thesauris,' and wh; 
certainly not a little difficult to understand, ' pratclariorts in /om 
for how or why the wealthy citizens should possess peculiar personal 
attractions is at least a puzzling inquiry. The ChanceUor. however, 
though furnished with all these means of stimulating their charity, did 
not feel confident that ho could throw his net over any miraculous 
draught. 

When the succour of the secular arm is invoked to repress. 
disorders beyond the apostolic (318, 449) or academic powers of the 
Chancellor to control, the Earl of Warwick is told thai power and 
knowledge must assist each other, for military force will fail if not 
directed by wisdom (56) ; and the Duke of Bedford, whose sympathy 
with learning had already been proved by substantial assistance of the 
poor clerks (53, 81}, and was expected to be further manifested by 
a foundation of lectures (106}, is flattered by the evidence of history to 
show that learning is the defence of kingdoms. In a similar style of 
mingled exhortation and supplication, the Earl of Stafford is implored 
to interfere to quell the disturbance in the University, because rulers 
are therefore intrusted with the sword that they may maintain peace 
and do justice. When the Earl of Northumberland endows University 
College, 'our eldest daughter.' with the advowson of Arncliffe, he is 
comforted by the assurance that immortal honour is by no actions so 
surely obtained as by those that foster the true faith and provide 
medicine for the soul (220). When the University firmly but respect- 
fully declines to readmit Morgan Philipp to residence at the request of 
Henry VI (264), we shall note the grounds on which the refusal is 
made, and see an adaptation of the phraseology to the known religious 
character of the king; as also in (he letter of congratulation to the 
e monarch on his recovery of the throne, wherein the examples of 
David and Solomon are made to do duty in enforcing the rhetoric (39a). 

On the other hand, we shall find no scriptural allusions or religious 
language in the epistles to Edward IV, His zeal for the faith is 
thankfully acknowledged, his beautiful buildings are duly praised, his 
favour to the clergy and unsparing efforts to extirpate heresy are 
gratefully admired, but the pious argument ad hominem is lacking. 
Henry VII, again, whose pretension to learning and practical wisdom, 
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in addition lo the glory of victory, were sufficiently well known, finds 
these qualities indirectly attributed to him in the comparison of his 
character to that of Hannibal and Alexander the Great, whose exploits 
in war were equalled by his wisdom in his patronage of the 'University' 
of Athens (500), the noblest action of his glorious life. Similar adapta- 
tion is observable in a very conspicuous degree in the case of 
Richard III, 10 whom unselfish aims, true patriotism and zeal for the 
glory of God, are attributed in language only to be accounted for on 
the supposition ; either that his assumption of such a character was well 
known to the writers, who dexterously made use of it to obtain his 
favour ; or, which is conceivable, that they really believed in the reality 
of his pretended claims, and, immersed in the labours of teaching and 
study, had but a slender acquaintance with the greater world r con- 
ceivable, but not probable ; for, so far as these letters throw any light 
on the subject, they would incline us to think that those who directed 
the lesser politics of the Oxford world were shrewd, practical men, and 
exhibited no lack of practical wisdom in their dealings with those 
in power. I am afraid we cannot acquit the writers of unblushing 
flattery, in this, as in other instances, affecting a recognition of 
false claims, rather than expressing a sincere appreciation of true 
character. 

To turn to a lighter shade of the same portraiture of these letters; 
not infrequently it was considered to be in good taste to make the name 
of the person addressed a sort of humorous vehicle to convey a com- 
pliment, or a motive for complying with the request of the writer. So 
Geoffrey Simeon, Dean of the Chapel Royal, is assured that the devout 
Simeon felt not greater joy receiving the Saviour in his arms than does 
the University in having educated so distinguished a son (684). And 
when John Whethampstead (Johannes de loco frumenti) presents his 
work, the Propinan'um, to the library, his gift is gratefully acknow- 
ledged, with the remark that the Duke of Gloucester had aheady 
provided food by giving the author's other work, the Granarium, 
and now they found themselves able also to sJake their thirst from 
this other production of his pen; adding, in a similar strain, their 
intention to pray that, though he may have to suffer thirst in this 
mortal life, he may drink from the eternal fountain in the life to 
come (373). This was considered a very pretty compliment, no doubt ; 
but very different are some of the modes of thought or expressions 
then esteemed both appropriate and not irreverent ; and it requires 
some effort to place oneself in the circumstances of the writer to be 
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able lo read without a distinct sbock of surprise, if of no stiongci 
emoiion, the language employed in thanking ihe king for his intention 
both to provide for the good education of his own children and, which 
was of more Importance to the University, lo allow his nephew, E. Pole, 
lo be sent to Oxford for that purpose. As the King of Kings, he Is 
gravely told, selected the Jewish nation from all the world, and made 
His Son to be incarnate of that chosen race, so had he chosen Oxford 
to be ihe special object of his favour : lo whom, then, could he more 
prudently commit ihe care of this adopted child of God than to the 
University, wherein would then be living a likeness of his own glory 
{456)1 

Of the letters to the kings generally, it may be noticed that all 
are conceived in somewhat more of stately style and language, as 
might be expected ; but with few exceptions, the one, or rather two, 
all-engrossing subjects, poverty and privilege, the relief of the one and 
the maintenance of the other, are the monotonous burden of the 
melancholy ditty. It Is significant that while in every other instance 
a congratulatory letter greets the king on his accession, we do not 
find one to have been written to Edward IV; though on his recovery 
of the throne, the joy and thankfulness for that event, and confident 
hope that the conclusion of the Cinl War was now attained, were 
expressed in no measured terms. Probably the regret of the Uni- 
versity and clergy generally at the fall of Henry VI was deep and 
heartfelt. In him they had found a constant and generous patron; 
but during the ten succeeding years their experience of Edward IV, 
whose advent had been dreaded, completely won their regard and 
confidence ; his wees, if gross, were not unpopular, and much could | 
be condoned lo one so unswerving in the persecution of heresy, so 1 
gracious in the patronage of learning. On the whole, I suppose we 
must admit that obsequiousness and flattery are the prevailing tone of 
these letters, greeting each king in turn with praise and congratulation 
only so far modified as the circumstances of each case required. Thus 
Henry V^I's restoration is a miraculous restitution, an undoubted work ' 
of God. The letter to Edward IV in the same year is couched in 
similar language ; but to suppress regret and eschew comparisons was 
of course obvious policy no less than mere politeness, and it must be 
borne in mind that the continuation of the royal favour was vitally 
necessary to the very existence of the University. 

If, then, it Is not without a slight sense of shame that we notice these 
features in the letters, we shall on the other hand welcome the reverse 



\ 



INTRODUCTION. 



xlv 



Bide of the picture. For if, on the one hand the writers hardly escape 
the charge of insincerity, on the other we cannot withhold both surprise 
and admiration at the constancy and courage with which, on more 
than one occasion, we find the whole University standing shoulder to 
shoulder, to resist what they considered unjustiiiable interference of 
the king and others, in the management of their academic elections 
and other private concerns. It is true that in some of the instances, 
of which several occur, the matter in question is, as we should regard 
it, of a trivial character ; as, e. g. the refusal to readmit Morgan Philipp; 
the less energetic defence of their conduct in the banishment of an 
infamous woman {486); or, again, the several occasions on which the 
«Tshes of the king, the prince, and the Bishop of Lincoln, and their 
letters in favour of their nominees for the office of bedel, were dis- 
regarded; and it is possible that, though the office was in those days 
one of great importance and some dignity, and would provide comfort- 
ably for one of the king's gentlemen, the king may have smiled, not 
without approval, at the sturdy independence of the clerks in main- 
taining the purity of their elections and the sancdty of their oath. 
But the case was widely different when Henry VII demanded the 
RUrrender of the Bishop of Baih and Wells, a piolilical offender 
■ lurking,' as was said, at Oxford, and when the royal summons failed 
to elicit a direct reply, but only fair words and ' lytyl or none effect off 
dcde.* Indeed, the not obscure threats of the angry king plainly show 
that if a solution of the difficulty had not been discovered and a com- 
promise effected by the Bishop of Lincoln, nothing short of absolute 
revocation of all privilege, and consequent corporate extinction, was 
apprehended (513-521). So, too, the very well-written defence of 
John Morton, Bishop of Ely (493-4), must have been felt to be 
a very hazardous exercise of eloquence ; and that courage was not 
lacking so to address such a king as Richard III, certainly implies in 
the writers, in addition to a conviction of the justice of their plea, an 
advancing sense of confidence and strength. 

I cannot conclude these remarks on the style of the letters without 
a few words on a very prominent, though not very important, note 
common to them all; I allude to the extraordinary profusion and 
variety of the abstract titles of honour in which not only popes, 
kings, and bishops are addressed, but even ordinary citizens of no rank 
whatever : of these last even a London grocer is styled 'reverencia tua,' 
a military man ' sirenuitas tu2,' and, of course, priests ' patemitates 
vertrae.' 
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It would be no uninteresting inquiry to trace the growth of ihia 
language of deference or senility, the use of which has remained with 
us to the present day. The earliest instance I find of anything in this 
kind is in the twelfth letter of Pliny to Trajan, where he uses the words 
' bonitas tua.' But that, I think, is hapaxlegomcnon. In the letters of 
Symmachus the use of these titles had become not uncommon ; thus 
we find him addressing the emperor as ' mansuetudo tua,' ' perennitas 
tua,' ' aeternitas tua,' ' dementia,' ' sublimitas,' ' pietas,' S:c. Yet even 
at that day (390 a.d.), considering the large number of his epistlea 
and their length, we shall find, I think, that the instances of the 
of these titles of honour are by no means numerous. It remai 
for a later age to develop the pracdce, probably confined, in the first 
instance, to correspondence with the emperors, and subsequently 
extended, at Constantinople, to the innumerable officials and creatures 
of the court ; whose vanity was gratified aiid favour cultivated by an 
organized system of parasitic adulation unknown before 
western world. Closely connected with this practice is the style 
of the concluding sentences of the letters ; for in these also the rank 
or position in life are distinguished with the most curious exactitude; 
so much so that not infrequently, where no title to the epistle exists, 
we are enabled to identify the person lo whom it was written. The 
invariable practice (suppose, for instance, a request for help) was 
to express a fervent prayer that God would reward the donor, or 
expected benefactor, with a recompense commensurate with his gene- 
rosity ; for the University has nothing but a spiritual return to make, 
but she offers, like the widow, all she has, and will ever remember 
him in her prayers, &c. In the case of a soldier this will be 
expressed as a prayer that, ' after the warfare of this life ended, he 
may be granted a triumph in heaven ' ((13) ; or if his aid be invoked 
to quell a disturbance or preserve tranquillity in Oxford, it is the 
'Prince of peace ' whose blessing is implored. If a dignitary of the 
Church be the recipient, the guidance of his flock in his earthly 
charge, and the peace of the Church, are remembered along with 
supplication for his enjoyment of the beatific vision. For the citizen 
grocer, prayers shall not be lacking that his business may increase and 
prosper (223). From observing this peculiarity, I think it may be 
concluded that there existed in the year 1427 a society or guild of 
physicians ; for in a letter asking for assistance to build the Theology 
School (28), commencing 'honorandi et in Christo cariasimi,' the 
concluding words are ' ad solatium pauperum longaevet in prosperia 
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Medicus vitalis omnium." In the Memorials of the Cra/l of Surgery, 
by Darcy Power, it is slated (pp. 53, 299) that no separale society 
of physicians is mentioned before Linacre's time; so great is the 
care, however, in discriminating rank and station of life in these 
letters, that I am inclined to think there may have been such 
a separate guild. Even superiority of rank and office in one bishop 
over others is carefully recognized; for the Bishop of Bath and 
Wella, being also Lord Chancellor, the prayer is, ' Deus pater 
paiemitatem vestram reverendissimam inter sanctos antistites prae- 
sidere tribuat in excelsis,' while an ordinary bishop is held to be 
sufficiently provided for by ' palernilatem veslram diutine conservet 
in prosperis,' &c. 

The epistle, then, thus carefully prepared and approved by Congre- 
gation, was entrusted to a faithful messenger, in whose fidelity implicit 
tnist is alike expressed in the writers and invited in the recipient of 
the mbsive. And this was no unimportant precaution ; for it will not 
escape the notice of even a cursory reader that in almost all the 
letters there is a ' hiatus valde defiendus ' ; for they are all conceived 
in the most general terms, the details of the business and all the 
circumstances of the difficulty are, unfortunately for us, left to be 
supplied by word of mouth of the messenger, who vamcr( vtrbi 
will unfold the matter at full length. Sometimes, indeed very fre- 
quently, the Chancellor himself in person conveyed the letter, but 
sometimes, and more often, it was committed to the care of a trusted 
messenger ; and it is not without a strong curiosity that we imagine the 
interview, for it is precisely in such intimate relations that history is 
lacking and all is left lo imagination. The progress, too, of the 
Chancellor on his journey, in which plainly both robbery and the 
surprise of his secrets were a danger to be apprehended, would be of 
a most entertaining description could we but gain a sight of him, 
riding with his attendants by cross-roads or no roads, carrying all 
their academical dress and ornament so as to appear before the King 
or the great Archbishop or Chancellor not without a dignity be- 
coming the occasion. We have, however, one humorous letter from 
the Bishop of Lincoln {513), describing, but briefly, his misadven- 
mres in riding about his diocese discharging arrears of duty, in the 
course of which he finds himself without the needful academical 

ess, so that he cannot make his appearance, as he had hoped 
k do, at Oxford. 
I This introduction, already, I fear, too long, must now be brought 
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lo a close ; ihe purpose of it is not to give an account of all that is to 
be found in the pages of the book to which it is prefixed, but to give 
a sketch of those most salient points, as I conceive, which are 
peculiar lo the epistles, and serve lo illustrate the life and manners 
of the University in the fifteenth century. To comment upon other 
things, or lo attempt a connected history, is of course holh impossible 
and unnecessary ; impossible in this work, for it would have required 
an introduction as long as the \vhole work itself; unnecessary because 
the history of the University, so far as facts and dates may be so 
considered, is, I think, sufficiently well known from other sources, 
and there is Utile new in that kind lo be found, I believe, in these two 
volumes. I may observe also, in conclusion, that it is hopied the 
analyses preBxed lo every letter will in no small degree be found, as 
ihey are designed to do, lo render a longer introduction superfluous. 
As to the general history of England, in so far as it touches the events 
and preoccupations of University life, nothing can be, for the same 
reasons, attempted in this place. And indeed there ts nothing, I think, 
of any considerable importance likely to result from a discursion into 
90 wide a field, were it within the scope of the writer. Here and there 
a little point strikes the reader; for instance, the use of the word 
' Dcx ' in speaking of the death of the Duke of Gloucester — but we 
cannot infer from this that the writer believed that death to be due to 
violence ; for the word in baser latinity is used as synonymous with 
' mors.' Again, in the notes to Lingard (vol. iii. note B), is noticed 
an attempt lo ' whitewash ' the character of Richard III by purgftng 
him of the charge of murdering the princes. If the dales of his 
journey, in which Oxford was one halting- place, could be exactly 
determined, the argument for or against, so far, would be conclusive; 
but here again our MS. does not help us, his visit to Osford being 
mentioned, indeed, but without date. 

Here, then, I lake leave of this MS., and hope the present repro- 
duction of it may prove of some interest to the reader ; to say that the 
labour of preparing it for the press has been great, mil be easily 
understood. Neither in deciphering the original, in many parts ex- 
tremely difficult to read, nor in transcribing, nor in any other way, 
has anything been deputed to another ; so thai the present editor is 
wholly responsible for the result. A few portions of the MS. are 
selected as specimens, some of the better, some of the worse hands. 
In this choice the Vice-Chance 11 or, Dr. Magrath, kindly assisted me 
by his judgemenl, for which 1 thank him, as also for his general 
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interest in the progress of the work ; an interest extended generally 
to historical subjects, and which would, I feel sure, have found 
expression in more literary results, had not his time been so fully, 
and more usefully, employed in the administrative labours of his 
busy life. 
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Littera directa domino Cantuariensi pro promocione 

et provisione. 

To the Archbishop of Canterbury. A deputation sent to wait upon 
him: thanks for promotion of their Chancellor: other bishops do not 
give effect to the * provincial constitution ' by promotion of graduates ; his 
grace is earnestly requested to apply a remedy, 

RxvKRSNDissDfK In Christo pater et Domine, premissa nostra recom- 1421. 
mendacione humillima, cum omnimodis obediencia et honore debitis 
tanto patri. Inclinet se, quesumus, stiis oratoribus perpetuis vestre 
patemitatis pietas, et gracie ianuam nostris nunciis apperiat cum 
visceribus compassivis. Recolimus gaudenter vestre gratissime afifec- 
cionis penes promocionem graduatorum, et regraciamur ex intimis 
quod execudonem vestre constitucionis provincialis non sub modio 

* Registmm I»hanms Farley is written in late hand at left-hand corner of first 
lolio of this MS., see fol. 114 b, where J. Farley has written his name in Greek 
characters^ as also on folio 1156 and elsewhere. 

Ncie in late Aandon leaf facif^ first page of the MS, Reg, F, 
Hnnc libmm ab Academia Oxoniebsi olim snrreptom yel abalienatnm yenerabilis 
fir Dominns Dr. Abbott, tnnc CoUegii Universitatis Magister et ecdetiae cathedralis 
Wjmtooiensis Decanns, none antem, Archiepiscopns Cantnariensis, Wjmtoniae 
inircnit, et, anno yicecancellariatos sni tertio, hoc est anno Domini 1605, in qoadam 
CoDTOcatione, aniyeraitati Oxoniensi restitnit. 

Another hand writes on the same leaf: 

* Ab anno Domini 1422 nsqne ad annnm Domini 1503 — partim etiam ad annnm 
Domini 1508 nt in folio penult.* This, however, seems to be not quite correct, for 
the first epistle in the MS. is dated July 7th, the second February 15th, the third 
July 6th, 1422, so that the date of the first must be in the year 143 1. 

B 
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laiera wfulbtis, sed, ad ceferorum venerabilium patrum lucidum exem- 
plunij'-BUpra candelabrum in apeno lucescere ponere decrevistis, in 
girj.tipSa promocione domini nostri Cancellarii ; bumillirae imprecando 
cORlenlacionem felicem pregustate duicedinis. Sed, dum hiis gaudio- 
I. rum ejthilaramur iniciis, nos circutnvenire videntur ' moliva meroris, 
•' ut, quod vestra immensa paternitas nobis erexit in titulum gaudiosum, 
ceteri, ut ' credimus, honorabiles patres el prelati eiusdem execucionem 
non curant reponere in effecium. Ad cuius reformacionem et lanii 
vulneris medelam, quesumus ut nobis vestre matius patemales super- 
veniant effectualiter adjuirices. Amanlissime pater, ex spe firmissima 
quam habemus, vestre dominacioni graciose quaiuor de nostris con- 
fratribus, scilicet magislrum Petnim Partrick sacre pagine professorem, 
T. Colas nostrum procuratorem ex officio, Ricardum Praty scolarem 
in theologia et Robertum Beomond magistros in artibus duximus 
destinandos, quibus dignemini fidem indubiam adhibere, et veslram 
dominacionem in suo apice pasiorali conservet summus Pastor felicis- 
simc, ad ecclesie et cleri incrementum cum omnimodis prosperis et 
honore. Scripla in domo noslre cotigregaciom's seplimo die metisis luHi. 
Vestre paternitatis reverendissime humiUimi oratores et perpetui Can- 
cellarius regenles et non-regenles vestre Universitalis Oxoniensis. 



Letter to the Bishop of London '. 

To the Bishop of London : iegging him lo dispense xoilh residence on 
hit cure in She case of Master Simon Alcok, rector of Wesljillebury, in 
order that he may lie able to remain at Oxford, and, by his example and 
teaching, advance the study of theology. 

Reverendo in Cliristo jiatri et Domino Johanni Dei gracia Lon- 
doniensi episcopo, domino suo singular! et precipuo protectori '. 

Honoracionis precipue virentem fervorem a devoli cordis germi- 
nantem radicibus, et sub veslrc dominaniis proteccionis aura faventi 
vestre exaliacionis commoda semper prospers vegelari. O venerande 
pastor, ecclesie sidus, cleri cedrus et presultun gemma preradians; 

' indies erased after vtdenlur, MS. ' ut inserted over tte line, ib. 

' Where there is no title in the MS., it will be understood that the title given in 
English hn9 Iieen sapplied by the editor in at] cues. 

* This address is al the end of the Irtter in the MS. To avoid repetition, it may 
be here oljserved tbat no nnlfonn method is used in the MS. Sometimes the 
address is at the beginning, olber times at the end of (he letter; It seems to be 
more convenient to arrange all the letters in the same oider, and thi<; has been 



EPISTOLAE ACADEMtCAE. 



timpide racionis vivax consilium vestre discrete mentis in aula senlen- 
ciat quod honoris palerni tunc flos decenter pululat el digne laudis 
fragrancia redolescit in populo, quociens hu milium filiorum iusto 
precamini sue exaudicionis ianuas benigne reserat cleraens pater. 
I^ius itaque naiuralis legis stateram examine iusio ponderat, qui, 
matcme deprecacionis pulsatus instanciis, a sue recordacionis non 
abradit registro ubera predulcia que sugebal ; quorum prelextam seriem 
dnm Universitas nostra mature deliberacionis convertit ad aciem, 
noslre peticiotiis audacitas dupplicis confidencie alas iam induit, ut 
veslre secure convolet clemencie pastorali. Quoniam spe Inconcussa 

Cenemus quod tam in vobis gratuiie filiacionia nobilitas, per' 

rivos almc Univeisitaiis nostre polala de pectore, mateme precis 
saciabit affectum, quam eciam vestre pateme dignitatis sublimilas 
pontificalis eminencie tronizata in arce. nostri precaminis filialis 
graciose dilabetur ad vallem, et precipue in hiis que vestre episcopalis 
cebitcdinis onus alleviant, vobis commissi gregis salutem amplificaiiC, 
et Dostri lumen honoris pariunt nutriunt et decorant. Quocirca pro 
magistio Simone Alcok rectore ecclesie parochialis de Westyllebury 
vestre diocesis, quern in anibus magistralis decoris venustal habilitas, 
ibeologicique studii collaudat infancia, nostre htimilitatia preces, sinceri 
cordis accensas fervoribus, vestre veneracionis ad conspectum perdu- 
cimus, aitencius supplicando qoatenus dictum magislnim, in orto studii 
virentem palmilem, vestre ordinarie vocacionis securis nondum ad 
residendum in beneiicio suo nostri cetus prescindat a vite ; quin pocius 
tpsum veslrarum literarum pro certis annis quesumus fulcite tutela, ut 
ipse in viiali ligno theologice facultalis decenter iam ramificans peram- 
pliiu frondeal, frondescens gcrminet, geiminansque floreat, et Qores- 
ceia Tructificei in catholice doctrine semine, quod posierius in ani- 
manim campia spargere polerit habundanter. Huius revera nostre 
peticionis ^iiliura ad graciosi consensus amplexum eo cicius, ui spera- 
mus, veslri predigni pontificalus invitabit prudencia, quo bas nostre 
nipplicacionis Tervidc vobis immolamus primicias pro viro qui ingenio 
extai non chaos sed stella, moribus non urtica sed roea, in studio non 
fucus sed apis ' (ructifera, et in sue conversacionis esemplo non lignum 
aridum Bed oliva; ymmo, si eius ad laudem nostre commendacionis 
vtfulice non itnraerito laxaniur habene, inficle assercionis lestari potest 
trritag quod eat hie vite speculum, honestatis lucerna et verc viriutia 
b^azmtun, quod, divine ducatu gracie, intra latas vestre diocesis 
Gmbiias doctrinalis odoris dulcedinem largiter exalabit. £t ulinam in 
agro dotninico vestre cure multi tales nascerentur agricole, qui tribulos 



■ A word oblilcmted, MS. 



afti ib. 
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a. segete, zizannia a tritico, et vtrlutis granum a vicionira palea exlirpar? 
noscereot velut iste, qui seduli sudore sradii inter nos sane doclrine 
merit manipulos, quibus oves Christiani ovilis in futuro disponit 
pascere ; si sibi a vestre sede potesiatis etnanet auctoritas ad sancie 
predicacionis imbres distiUandum in pascua gregis Christi. Qui, 
il. I b. fulurorum bonorum Poniifex, et Princeps regum terre, ad nostre con- 
solacionis solacium, dies vestros adaugeat adauctosque felicilet in 
culmine pretacie. Scriptum in domo nostre congrtgacionis sub si'gil/o 

I nostra communi ttrcio decimo die mensis Fehruarii. Vestri humiles 

et perpelui oratores Cancellarius Universitaris Oxoniensis cetusque 
unanimis regencium in eadem. i 



Testimonial Letter for Master Robert Pyke. 

Universis sancte matris ecclesie filiis, ad quos presentes littere 
pervenerinl, Cancellarius Universitatis Oxoniensis cetusque unanimis 
magislrorum regencium in eadem saluiem in Domino sempitemam, 
Cum non deceat honesle conversacionis lucemani occultari sub modio, 
sed pocius hiis, qui in domo Domini sunt, in aperto lucescere. ut sit 
fideiibus in exemplum ; iccirco laudabiiem Ipsorum vitam, qui inter 
nos disciplinis scolasticis insistebant diucius, ad communem hominum 
noliciam eo fervenciori studio pervenire cupimus, quo ronnuUos credi- 
mus ea occasione ad maioris honeaiatis graciam invitari. Quia ergo 
vencrabilis vir Robertus Pyke, in artibus magister, inter nos in 
moribus et sciencia sic profecit, quod, tarn laudabiliter quam honeste 
inter socios conversando, ceteris se prebuil sludii et virtutis exemplum, 
ne ex aliqua calumpniancium invidia tanic honestatis splendor 
mendaciorum nebulis obfusceiur, ad commend acion em dicti magistri 
plenlorem, eidem super premissis has litteras testimoniales sigillo 
communi nostre Universitatis fecimus consignari. Datum in domo 
noslrt congregacioms sex/o die mensis lulii anno mitlesimo guadriugen- 
ttsimo vieesimo secundo. 



Testimonial Letter for Master William Parker, alias Corps. 
Universis sancte matris ecclesie liliis, ad quos presentes littere 
pervenerinl, Cancellarius Universitatis Osonie cetusque unanimis 
m^islrorum regencium in eadem salulem in omnium Salvatore. De 
summo celo egressus Unigenitus Dei Filius ad ima mundi descendens 
veriiati testimonium perhibuit, nobis relinquens exemplum testimonium 
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L^Nrititi consimililer perhibere. Hinc est quod nos super vila el conver- 
sacione honesta dilecti fralris nosiri magistri Willelmi Parker, alias 
Corps, in artibus magistri cerliorare volentes, per has nostras lilteras 
atteslamtir quod idem magister in dicta Universitate, ceteris se prebens 
vinuds exemplum, laudabililer studuit et profecit; et eura nullo novimus 
crimine innodatum; sed, morum gravitate prefulgens maiura, Dei 
amorem et hominum immaculaii nominis titulo vendicavit. Unde, ne 
calumpniaticium invidia aut hora itisidiancium maliciose captata eius 
status alicui posset in dubium revocari, eidem magistro super sialu suo 
landabili, ut omnibus plenius innotescat, has litieras lestimoniales 
sigillo com muni Universi talis nostre predicte fecimus consignari. 
Datum Oxonit in domo noUre congngacionis decimo die mensis MarcH 
anno Domini miliesima quadringeniesimo vicesimo sicundo. 

Et 
To the Chancellor of the University. 
Master John Caslel Iheir Chancellor: whereas a certain venerable 
has promised lo give money for building a school of theology in 
Oxford, the Chancellor is earnestly requested to endeavour to obtain 
paymtnt thereof. 

Exnni discrecionis viro, Magislro lohanni Caslel sacre pagine i4»3' 
profesaori ac Universitatis Oxoniensis mairis nostre Cancellario, 
vesri confraires Commissar! us Universitatis Oxoniensis celusque 
muuumts magistrorum regencium in eadem, votonim inlernis desi- 
dcnis filiales reverencias et honores. Prehonorabilis domine et 
magister, cum pro matris nostre alme Universitatis profeclu et 
hooore vestra maturilas circumspecta longcva affeccione dinoscalur 
insudasse, ad sperandtim firmius invitamur honorem eiusdem matris 
nostre tam venerabilis patris favenie labore amplius feeundari; 
nostre igitur congregacionis cetus unanimis totis viribus veslram 
paiemitaiem supplicat inslaneius, quod, cum quidam venerabilis pro 
e<tificio scolarum mains nostre aurum cerium ex pietalis spiritu 
compTomisit, pro eiusdem auri solucione graiuiia viis honestis hac 
vice laborares ', ul sic edificium Dei inceptum, ad sue laudis excel- FoL aai 
lens preconium ac mairis nostre amplianda ubera, fuluris succes- 
toribus doctrine pabulum stabilito fundamine habundanter apponat. 
SeriptuM Oxonie in domo nostre congregacionis vicesimo die meruit 
Apn'Us. 

' laberart MS. 
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6. 
Testtmomal letter for Master John ffossars. 



1493. UsnvEBSis sancte matris ecdesie filiis, ad quos presentes littere 
pervenennt, CanceDarins Universitads Oxonie' cetnsqne Tmanimis 
magistromiD regendiim in eadem saliitem in £0 qui est omnium 
vera salus. Com eterni Patris Filio, quern Beate Marie Virginis 
viscera portaverunt, credimus com[4acere quociens veritad testimo- 
nium periiibemus. Hinc est quod nos super mora et graduacione 
in dicta nostra Universitate venerabilis viri domini Johannis ffos- 
sars, in decretis hacaliarii, omnes quorum interest certiorare vdientes, 
per has nostras litteras attestamur, quod idem dominus Jcdiannes 
graduatus extitit inter nos in iure canonico secundum consue- 
tudines laudabiks dicte Universitatis. Ut* [igitur] super pre&ta 
graduacione dicti domini Johannis omnibus {Genius innotescat, 
has litteras nostras testimoniales sigillo communi nostre Universitatis 
predicte fecimus consignarL Datum in damo nostre congregaciams 
Oxome octavo die mensis Maii anno Domini miUesimo quadringen- 
tesimo vicesimo tercio. 

Noia quod Universitas twn comuevit vocart bacallarios Magistros '. 

7- 

Testimonial letter for Biaster Richard fifranke. 

1433. Umversis sancte matris ecclesie filiis, ad quos presentes littere 
pervenerint, Cancellarius Universitatis Oxonie ^ cetusque unanimis 
magistrorum regencium in eadem salutem in £0 qui est omnium 
vera salus. Egressus summo de celo Unigenitus Dei filius misera- 
bilem humanitatis ad vallem descendens veritati testimonium per- 
hibuit, nobis relinquens exemplum testimonium veritati consimiliter 
perhibere. Hinc est quod nos super vita moribus et conversacione 
honesta dilecti nobis in Christo magistri Ricardi ffranke, sacre 
pag^ne professoris, Eboracensis diocesis, confratris nostri, omnes 
quorum interest certiorare volentes, per has litteras attestamur, 
quod idem magister, dum inter nos steterat, facultati theologie 

* The words Oxonie and Oxoniensis are used indiscriminately in the MS. 
* Igitur omitted in MS. ' This note is in a different and smaller hnnd, and 

was plainly inserted afterwards, I suspect at the time of the great dispute and trouble 
occasioned by the attempt made by the Bachelors to have the title of Masters. 
Vide infra f epist. 107. 
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dans operam cfficacem in eadem laudabiliter studuil et profecil, ac 
Mixta slatuta nostreque Universitatis coDsuetudines pacifice quiete 
et honeste inter nos foerat conversatus ; adeo quod, quaincliu cetum 
nostrom 5ua presencia decoraverat, eum nuUo noiimus crimine 
innodaium, sed moium gravitate prefulgens malura Dei amorem et 
hominum immaculali nominis titulo vendicavit. Unde, ne calump- 
niancium invidta aut ora ' insidiancium maliciose capiata tante 
boncslatis splendor possit aticui in dubium revocari, eldem magistro, 
et super statu suo laudabili, ut omnibuti plenius innoiescat, has 
litleras testimoniales sigillo nostre Universitatis communi fecimus 
consignari. Datum Oxomt in domo noslre congregacionis vicaimo 
ucundo dit meniU Junii anno Domini mitlesimo quadringentaimo vice- 
n'mo ItTcio. 



■ To the Earl of Warwick. f 

Whereas eerlain rebellious scholars made an attack upon the earls 
family and the proctor of the Untversity^ the Chaneelhr is doing his 
utmost to punish them as they deserve. TTianks for gracious rtplji 
to deputation, 

NoBiLissiMO et prepotenii domino, comiti de Warwyke, suo sin- 
gular! domino et gracioso protectori. 

Nobilissime et magnifice domine, premissa nostra recommenda- 
cione huDiillima cum omnimodis revereticia et honore. Digneiur 
scire vestra nobililas graciosa, quod ad castigacionem nostrorum 
rebeliiuni, qui in vcstram familiam et nostrum procuratorem insur- 
tcxerunt enormiter et iniuste, dominus Cancellarius omnimodam 
diligenciam et" rigorem ioridicum exhibet; et nos noslram assis- 
tenciam concilium ac potenciam ex totis nostris precordiis prebe- 
mus et prebebimus; nee aiiud in hac causa concipiat vestra domi- 
nacio ; quia, teste Altissimo, maliciam huius facti non minus contra 
nos in Universitatis nostre scandalum, quam contra vestram fami- 
liam eqtio pondc-re computamus. Verc igilur dignum et iustum et 
equum alque salutare ut condigna subeant penarum stipendia, qui 
tand facinoris damnosa scandala in clero erigere minime formida- 
bani. Super singulis nempc articulis materiam concernentibus 
informacionem magistro Johanni Bedminstyr nostro pro- 
i tradidimus in credencia, per quern vestre dominacionis 



' The h in horn carefnily eraseil, MS. 



•A iuridicum ib. 



responsum recepimus graciosum ; ob quam quidem ' lante nobilitatis 
graciam reputamus nos veslre serenitati perpetuo obligalos, et pro- 
mittimus nos facturos quicquid possumus in hac parte. Et vestre 
magnifice milicie nobililatem prepotentem conscrvet et adaugeat 
muliipUcis gracie incre mentis summus judex omnium, ad sui 
honorem et vesiri premii apicem et ad vindiclam malonim laudem- 
que bononim. Amen. Scriplum in dotno nosirt congregacionis 
dccimo stpiimo die mensis Duanliris. Vestre magnifice dominacioniB 
humiles oralores servitoresque perpetui Cancellarius cetusque unani- 
mis magistrorum Universitatis Oxoniensis. 



\ 



To the Pope. 

In behalf of Master Elyoi Vare, who is bound by his oath to reside in 
Oxford, as necessary regeni, bul is absent on accouni of urgent business, 
that he may be absolved from Ike obligation of that oath. 

Beatissimz pater devofissima filiali recommendacione ' premissa 
cum humillima obediencia [et] ' subieccione ad oscula pedum beato- 
nim. Sanctissime pater, ubilibet orbe terranim Celebris fama pre- 
conizat, quod licet summe vestre clemencie circumspecta prudencia 
similiter se prebeat graciosam, illos tamen libencius, ad exaudicionis ' 
graciam benigno prosequens favore liberius premovet el admittit, 
quos matuta decorat profunditas" scripturarum, saneque conversacionis 
insignia reddunt meriio commendandos ; unde, quia confrater noster 
Elyas Vare' sancli' ordinis Minorum, sacre theologie professor, vit 
vile laudabilis conversacionisque honesle, regens necessarius in nostra 
Universitate Oxoniensi existit, et sue regencie actibus obligaiur virtute 
presiiti iuramenii, dignetur igitur vestra clemencia patemalis nos- 
trarum precum mediacione se exorabilem exhibere ; el ruiila suorum 
meritorum commend aci one, in sua absencia ad presens notabiliCer 
excusabili, d ignis favoribus habere spec i alii er recommissum. Et 
vestre unice et indubitate* sedis' apostolice apicem gloriosum, ad 
sacrosancle eccleaie regimen et munimen, feJicissime conservet in pro- 
speris summus Pastor ovium, cuius vicem geritis, Jesus Christus. 
Scriptum Oxonie in domo nosire congregacionis undecimo die mensis 
Februarii. 

' quid MS. ' rtcommindissima corrected ■□ MS. ' et omitled in MS. 

• exauJiciaiui MS. ' futtdilas ib. ' or Vort ib. ' sande ib. 

' indahiente appuently, ib. * ledts ib. 
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To the Bishop of Exeter. 
Solia'ling tfu promotion of Mailer William Brounyngt. 

Re\'erendo in Christo patri et domino, domino Edmundo, Dei 
gracia Exonicnsi episcopo confralri nostro carissimo. 

Reverende in Christo pater et domine, post devolum nostre com- 
mendacionis obsequium. Tenere vos credimus ex iuslicie debito 
quod hii debcant in percipiendis premiorum manipulis ceteros anteire, 
qui sciencie et viituiis nitila preeminent honestate. Ea propter pater- 
nitaii veatre, quam fratemali et sincera dileccione prosequimur, carissi- 
mutn confratrem nostmni, magistnim Willelmum Brounynge, vestre 
diocesis, in decrelis doctorem, vinim iiaque laudabilis vite et conver- 
sacionis honesie aliisque virtutibus multipharie insignituni, necnon in 
spiricualibus et temporalibus circum spec turn, cuius periciam et dis- 
crecionem per operis ejtercicium indies experiniur, specialius quo 
posstunus commendanles, vos attencius deprecamur, quaienus eidem 
coniiatri nostro thesaunim veslri favoris et gracie effundatis ad 
graciosum sui status incrementum ; ut eo plenius eidem patemiiali 
VMire ad graciarutn leneamnr acciones, quo nostrum sincerius con- 
fratrem de vestri pectoris armariolo noverimus exaltatum ; ex dicto 
recensenles philosophico ' hoc ptrlintre ad locius inltgritaUm qttod sui 
parti impendilur ad proftctum' Vestram palernitatem reverendam diu 
el feliciter conservet in prosperis et dirigat in agendis Trinilas in- 
creata, Dozia removens imiversa, Scriphtm in domo nostre congrega- 
donis (Klavo dit mentis Aprilii. Vestri confratres et oratores Cancel- 
lariuB Universitatis Oxonie ceiusquc unanimis magistrorum regencium 

eadem. 



To the Bishop of Bath and Wells. Pol. 3 a. 

Stgging /or assistance in building the new theological school, and 
eommeruting their deputation in this behalf. 

Re\'kbendo in Christo patri et domino Nicholao, Dei gracia Weliensi 1+93, 
M Bathoniensi episcopo ac suo domino gracioso. 

Reverende in Christo pater et domine, premissa recommendacione 
htuniUima cum sincens vestre salutis afTectibus. Concepimus es 
veserabilium personarum relatibus quomodo vestra pietas paternalis 



lO 
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in pauperes digne respicic, et plura pietatis opera caritatis intuilu 
atnplexatur. Nos vera sub penuria laboranles in quodam scolarum 
edificio iam inceplo ad veslras dignas matius respicimus adiutrices; el, 
pro pleniore vealre dorainacionis informacione in hac causa, dignemini 
magisiro Thome Colas, presencium latori, viro discreto el fideli 
nosiroque confralri, iidem indubiam adhibere, ac ipsum in nosiris 
negociis atque suis, que penes vestram dominacionem graciosam in se 
assumpsit humiliter et votive suis laboribus erponenda, cleraenter 
acceptare el pie exaudire. Et graciam vobis pro gracia Altissiraus 
ipse reddat, dirigaiquc in prosperis, ac felicissimis adaugeat future 
glorie incrementis. Scri'pium in domo nosirr congregadonis duodecimo 
die memis Aprilii. Vestre dominacionis patemaiis humiles oratores 
et votivi Cancellarius cetusque unanimis regencium Universitatis 
Oxon. 



12. 
Testimonial letter for Blaster W. Certeyn. 

Anno Domini millesimo quadringenlesimo vicesimo quarto, vicesimo 
quinto die mensis Iuv,ii sigillala fuit una litlera tesiimonialis magistro 
Will""". Certeyn sub forma secunde littere lesdmonialis scripta superius 
in sccunda parte primi folii islius registri, viz. Magistro W. Parker. 



i 



Testimonial letter for Master John Brente. ■ 

Uni\-ersts sancte matris ecclesie filiis ad quos presentes Uitere 
pervenerint, Cancellarius Universitatis Oxoniensis cetusque unanimis 
magistrorum in eadem salutem in Domino Jesu Christo. De summo 
celo egressus Unigcnitus Dei 61ius ad ima mundi descendens veritati 
testimonium perhibuit, nobis relinquens exemplum testimonium veritati 
consimililer perhibere. Hinc est quod nos, super vita et conversacione 
honesta dilecti confratris nostri magistri Johannis Brente, in artibus 
magistri, certiorare volentes, per has nostras litieras atlesiamur quod 
idem magisler in dicta universiiate regenciam suam fine votivo con- 
cludens laudabililer sluduil et perfecit, et eum nullo ' novimus • 
crimine innodatum ; sed ■ morum gravitate prefulgens malura, Dei 
amorem et hominum immaculali nominis tilulo vendicavit. Unde, ne 
calumpniancium invidia aut bora insidiancium maliciose captata eius 



■ Ennue bcfoK uoowttts. 



' EiasuiE after ud. 
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[us alkui possit in dubium revocari, eidem magiatro super statu suo 
iKOiiabili, ut onmibus plenius innoteEcal, has itueras testimoniales 
communi sigillo nostre universilatis predicte fccimus consig^nari. 
Datum Oxonie, in nostre rotigrtgoiionis domo quinio die mmsis Julii 
Domini millesimo quadringentesimo vicesimo quarto. 
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Testfanonial letter for Master John Lord. 



A>T<o Domini miUesimo quadringentesimo vicesimo quarto, quinto 
die Julii sigillata fuit liltera teslimonialis magistro Jotianni Lord sub 
forma littere immediale precedentis. 



15- 

Littera directa domino Cantuariensi pro ezcusacione 
maledlctorum de Uciversitate. 



^^^ We beg that your grace will wait for more evidence and not believe the 
partial aeeounts you have hitherto received of Ike University. 

Revebehsissimo in Christo patri et domino, Henrico Dei gracia 
Cantuariensi archicpiscopo, toctus Anglie priraati et apostolice sedis 
legato ac sito singularissimo protectori. 

Reverendissime in Chrislo pater et domine, premissa recommenda- 
cione nostra humillima cum omnimodis reverencia el obediencia dcbitis 
tanto patri. DigncLur vestra paternitas graciosa, in qua singulariter 
DOS gperamus, pie nobis exaudicionis annuere intcrvallum, et corde, ut 
crediruus, amplexari gravamina que senttmus ; et intendimus Deo 
duce per nostrum Caneellarium et consilium ab Universitaie deputatum 
inquirere suscitate litis fomitem, et oblatrantiE discidii sementina in 
pacis gremium resarcire. Hec subito non feruntur nee quibuscunque 
rdatibus nisa condescendunt ' ; nam et inquii precipuus pugil ecclesie 
Augu-stinus, ' mulli muiia referunt sed non omnia digna fide' : exoramus 
igitur vestram clemcnciam paternalem, huraillime pro respectu ', 
aciem ' opportune continuacionis in hac vice usque ad nostros 
Duncios vobis destinandos, legitimis causis subsisteniibus, ob honorem 
Dei et vesire dominacionis reverenciam et pleniorem veritatis informa- 
cJQ oem capiscendam. Pater prestantissime, speramus in vestra domi- 

P There ii no cliRicnIty here in deciphering the MS., the wonls ire perfectly 
Ii ; Ibe word 'aclen ' maj' perhaps be doublfnl. 



ta EPI5T0LAE ACADEMtCAE. 

nacione graciosa, nee ei dignum dabimus obicem, quern timemus, ' 
quem amamus, et quem cupimus protectorem. Conservet ideo notns 
vestram dominacionem exorabilem Omnipolens felicissime cum gra- 
ciosis incremeniis in prosperis et honore. Scriplum Oxonie in demo 
nostre congrrgationis duodccime die mensis Decembris. Vestre reveren- 
dissime paternitatis obedientes filii et oratores humillimi CancellariuB 
et cetus unaoimis regencium Universitatis Oxoniensis. 



i6. 

To the King's Council. 

Prayitig that they, having the sword crtmmillcd to them for tktt\ 
purpose, will at once take steps to preserve peace in the University f 
and commending their deputation, the Chancellor thereof. 

Clarissihis pnidentissimisque concilii regii dominis, reipublice i 
pauperis sui cleri dignissimis protector! bus. 

Clarissimis consilii regii dominis suus clerus Oxoniensis, ad indma 
Bubieccionis obsequia humillimus et devotus, reverencias omnimodas el 
honores, ac celebre regni regimen sub tarn felici prudencia in omnibus 
paci&ce prosperari. 

Magni consilii angelus pacem reddens terrigenis gladium commisit I 
principibus, quo in nocentes subditos pax tueretur firmior, iuslo metu 
improbos cohercenle. Nam lanquam racioni consonum spectabilu 
patnim antiquitas suis posteria contradidit, ut rebellium contumaciaifl 
fern censura feriat, quos ad vivendi regiilam lenitas non emollit.* 
Attendat vestra solers sublimitas, prudcnti iuris acie, ex qua faciU 
iuventutis lignicula accenduntur, cuius fumo exalanie formidamus 
infamia dcnigrari ', et, nisi vigili cura obstaremua principiis, in eventu, 
sepissime erescente malicia et iusticia tepescentc, scintilla eiurgeret in 
incendium, et gulta grandesceret temere in lorrentem. Ad quem ergo 
reclius ibimus pro succursu et pro tuicione quietis nobis necessarie, 
iam rege nostro iuvenilis sue nobilitatis preludia natural! presagio 
amplexanle, quam ad consilii sui apicem, ex quo, inconcussis ' nobis 
libertatibus prerogative regie, sicut per reges actenus consuevimus 
communiri ? Tanti igilur consilii prudenciam ' famosissime policie 
laudibus adomatam' humillimts' pulsamus precibus in nomine quieds 
clipeum manus porrigere proteclricem, ut expositis cauais et nostri 
meroris modvis per nostrum Cancellarium cum aliis sibi assistentibus 
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Deus, aucior pacis et a 
r^men regni ; 

Klui Cancellarius e 



e nostra, dignemini ' intuitu cariutis contra debacantium turbines, ne 
insolcncia effrenis nimium invalescat, nos pio munimine consolari. £t 
alor, adaugeat ' feliciasime commissum vobis 
cleri. Vestri subditi humillimi oratoresque 

rpelui Cancellarius et ' congregacio regencium Oxonie. 
Lit 
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I Littera directa domino Cantuariensi de non trahendo 
causas ad extra. 



Fol. 4 a. 



Tltt privileges of the Universily were granted that peaee, so necessary 
to students, might not be disturbed. If suits terminable in the University 
are allmced to be laketi elsewhere, our statutes are violated. Our Chancellor 
ami others with him will give all necessary information on the point how 
in question. 

Reverkncissimo in Christo patri et domino, domino Henrico Dei 1434. 
gracia Canluariensi Archiepiscopo, tocius Anglie primati, et aposiolice 
sedis legato, ac sue singular! ssi mo protectori. 

Reverendisame in Christo paler ei singularissime nobis domine, 
premissa recommendacione noslra humillima, cum sincere subieccionia 
reverencia obedientiali debita lanio patri. Vestre patemitati dilectissime 
scribere curavimus ex precordiis, cui in omnibus, ut tenemur, honorera 
dererrimus et amorem. Pater prestantissime, noveril vestra solidissima 
discrecio quod pre omnibus quies studio est optabiiis, et pax prchonora- 
biiis cunctis bonis ; ad cuius efficaciam propensius consequendam 
conceduniur nobis privilegia, conduniur slatula, et consucludinea 
concinunt diucius approbate, de non trahendo causas ad extra, que 
Eunl ad infra lerminabiles; nisi primitus observalis remediis siatutorum 
el ex inde ullerius iuria beneficium nullatcnus denegatur. Facile 
ergo mutare non convenit precipicii per abruptum quod a longevia 
lemporibus pacilice perpendilur confirmatum. Solum pacem cupimus 
« Ubenim studii exercicium, ac vestram dominacionem palernalem 
nobb ptissimam protectricem. Et nostro Cancellario ct ahis secum 
vices nostras gerentibus pro informacione pleniori dignetur vestra 
patcmitas graciosa credenciam indubiam adhibere : cuius dignissimum 
apicem conservel dignus Pastor felicissime cum prosperis incrementis, 
cum omni gracia el honore. Vestre reverendissime paternitads 
humiles subditi oraioresque perpeiui Cancellarius el congregacio 
regencium Universitatis Oxoniensis. 

■ iibi repeated bejbre digtumini, MS. ' ailaugel ib. ' ei amllled Id MS. 
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To the Bishop of Winchester. 

To tkt lame tffect as Ike preceding UUir. 

Reverkndissimo in Christo episcopo Wjiiioniensi, &c. 

ReverendissLRie in Christo pater et domine, nobis singulajtssime-l 
que protector, premissa nostra recommendacione humillima cum 
omnimodis reverencia et honore. Confidimus sub proteccione vestre 
dominacionis nobilissime pacifice noslris gaudere privilegiis el 
statutis, sicut actenua consuevimus ab aniiquis ; ac eis rependere vices 
reaistendi qui sibi nequiter palliant perizoraata oppugnandi. Es 
preteritis Dempe vestre dominacionis beneficiis spes magna nobis 
redditur de fuiuris ; rogamus ea que ad pacem aunt, ne insidie nos 
preocupent ' emulorum, et ne liligiis evocemur forinsecus per eos ' 
qui noviiates querunt querelarum, et dispendiosas lites fovent. Nobis 
vero congnium ct sufficieos reputamus veterum servare decreta, quia 
philosophicus sermo dictat quod ' novilas plura pari! periaiia uhi 
anliquitas non peccavit' Respiciat igilur, a dignemini, sub iuvenc 
principe, vestra maiuriias nobilissima ad siudii noslri quietem cariiati» . 
intuitu, sicut speravimus el speramus. Et, ut nihil de contingentibl 
omiliamus, nostnun Cancellanum et alios vice Universilatts depuiato 
plenam credenciatn commisimus vestre dominacioni nobilissime \\a. 
diua exponendam ; vesireque nobilitatis celsitudinem paternalem dirigi 
AhissimuG felicissirae ad sui kudetn in prosperis et honore, &c. 



To the executors of John Wbytynton. 

Among other ymir charily for thi sou! of Ike deceased, we vmluri A 
ask Ihalyou will heslow a share upon us for Ihe new school of IhtoloQ 
We send loyou our Chancellor, who will declare to you how great is a 
poverty. 

HoNORABiLiBUS viris et discretis, executoribus Johannis Whylyntoi 

Honorabiles domini, premissa recommendacione humillima in v 

ceribus Salvatoris. Kama laudifiua nobis innotuit de esiraiis i 

cordie operibus pro anima bone memorie Johannis Whylynton, ] 

vestram lidelem execucionem indefesse minialralis ; unde et r 



' firiortifaitl MS. 
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vMtra clemencia confiilentes sincerius ' audemus pulsare vesiras 
revtrencias el nostram necessilatem vestris piis animis cxponere, sub- 
sidium et succursum vestre elimosyne ad quoddam magne pietatis 
opus devoctus exorando. Et, ut nosire pie paupertatis vota vestris 
discrecionibus apcrcius elucescant, dominum nostrum Cancellarium 
vobis minimus vice nostra, cui digTiemini credenciam indubiam adlii- 
bere ; ct vobis pro mentis graciam reddat pro gracia piissimus Jesus 
Chrians, qui pro temporalibus dat etema. 



20. 

Hec littera missa fuit convocacioni cleri anno domini mille- Fol. 4 b. 
simo quadringentesimo vicesimo quinto, existentibus ttinc 
Cancellario Universitatis Oxonie magistro J. Castell et 
procuratonbu3 magistro J. Shi re bourn et Willelmo 
CoUyng. 
TV Unrversiiy abhors and condemns iht new and menslrous heretical 

4octrine (0/ W. Russell) thai personal lithe needs nol to be paid to 

paroehiai chrgy. 

Revekkndissiuo in Christo patri ac domino, domino Henrico Dei 1405. 
grada Cantuariensi Archiepiscopo, tocius Anglie primaCi et apostolice 
sedis legato celerisque venerabilibua patribus et prelaiis Caniuariensis 
provincie, Univeraitas siudii generalis Oxonie reverencias et honores 
dcvolos et debitos tarn venerando cetui prelatorum, ac ceteris quibus- 
cunque fidelibus saluiem in amplexibus Salvaloris ; ct ad defensionem 
percelebrem catholice fidei lirmiter et fcliciter consistere, ac eirores et 
bereses salubriier expugnare. Pristinorum temporum vicissiiudines 
exempla varia et gesta tradidurunt fidelibus intuenda, quomodo ab 
eiordio nascentis ecclesic, quam celestis Agricola Christus Jesus Dei 
Fttius suique successores aposioli in sacro suo sanguine plantaverunt, 
continue per variaa mundi provincias varii pulularanc herelici, qui 
nib specie pietatis et vetilalis pretextu suis perversis dogmatibus 
populoa alliciebant ignaros ; et spiritu presumpcionis inflati matrcm 
suam ecclesian) Chrisli sponsam suffodere, et ut perversa viperarum 
genimina corrodere * salagebant. Quorum callidiiali et perversilatt 
pestifere Spiritus sancti clemens provisio obviare benigne disposuit, 
dum patres et paslores eccksie veluC (irmissimas colurapnas erexit, 
doctoresque varies voluit florcre vicissim; et exinde sacra concilia 

' ttaieriui MS. ' An allnsiaii to the belief UiKt the j-oung of the viper 

pm theit way into Ihe world ihrongh the mothct's hcllf. 
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elaborata decreta auctoritate sacrosancte tnatris ecclesie posieris finna- 
banlur fidelibus, ut iam non figura sed Veritas, non nuoc opinio sed 
autoritas publice tradunlur servande sub pena eontemptus. Sed quia 
'in mullis novilat parti per icula, in quibm aniiquilas non peccavil,' illud 
esse censemus inconcusse tenendum quod ab antiquis patribus constat 
clarissime prefinitum. Verum quia nuper nobis innotuit cuiusdam 
novelli insana doctrina contra decimas personates, cuius mintmur 
audaciam et dolemus insipienciam, sed eiua pertinaciam et ecclesie 
contemptum sustinere veremur, et ne nostra lacitumitas seu negli- 
gencia lacito consensui ascribatur, in ipsa materia scribere curarimus 
quod Concordes sentimus, et in evidens lesliraonium nostra sigillo 
communiri decrevimus, ad veritatis delucidacionem et obsequium 
ecclesie ut tenemur. Dicimus et firmiter concipinms quod decime 
personales, tarn ex precepto iuris divini quam sanctorum patrum 
tradicionibus, sub autorilate ecclesie cum concordi iuris tudicio deben- 
tur ecclesiis et eanim ministris curam animarum habentibus et sacra- 
menta ministraniibus ex autoritate ecclesie. Magna namque est 
sacrosancte ecclesie autoritas, extra quam fides plane perpendit nullam 
posse pervenire salutem fidelibus. Ne illic ergo reaideat spirilus 
pestilen3 aut opinio corrumpens, ubi locus queritur fidei onodoxe, 
verba per adversarium premisse nostre sententie predicata, que eciam 
sub avaricie subtili fuco deprehendimus palliata, reprobamus, et tan- 
quam erronea atque herelica declaramus, quorum demens tenor cum 
reprobo sensu sic sequitur, catholica damnacione merilo fulminandus. 
' Decime personaiet non cadunt sub precepto divino, salltm ut solvanlur 
jHirochiali curala ; quart licet vestrum unicuique, nisi consuttudo in con- 
Irariumjueril, in pios usus pauper um eas dispeTtsare' : et itenim, '^tr- 
sonaUs decime sub divino non cadunt precepio nrgue iure debentur uhi 
solucionis non est consueludo.' Quiscunque hanc senlenciam tenuerit 
et periinaciter defenderit apud reputacionem nostrare hereticus est 
censcndus ; et quia a sana doctrina ecclesie est divisus, a corpore 
eiusdem ecclesie velut membrum putridum est tnerilo prescindendus. 
O honorabiles fratres et domini, O Universitates catholice, et quique 
fideles, scrutamini scrlpturas, canones inspicile, ac morum naiurales 
concipite raciones. Quam proditorium est tributum negate Altissimo, 
quam inhumanum a laboranlibus subtrahere debila, quamque scis- 
matis exemplum auctoritati ecclesie publice periinaciter resistere ac 
eliam iustieie omniumque precepla canonum, res alienas invaderel 
Nimis cruenia atque sacrilega est hec avaricia, que antiquissimi iuris 
decimale debitum solum consuetudini ascribit et in dubium revocal, ut 
laborancium victum iniuste exhauriat. Quid ministris ecclesie ad 
coram honestam sustenlacionem firmum persisteret, si decime possent 
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Utum conferri et jua decimandi ex debito non esse!. O utinam 
«ipiscaiit el ad ecclede gremium redeant, qui tamo facioori favere 
; aut asperrimis censuris, ne simplices inficiant, mordaciler 
feriantar. Sic unanjmes in vera doctrina ecclesie pennaneamus, ut 
ad Eum tendere valeamus de quo canit propheta, ' Qutrik Dominum 
il tonjirmamini, quen'te /acum Ejus semper,' sic letelur c 
Donunum hie in via, quatinus ipsum querenlibus dignetur ease n 



^^jtMlria. 



Amen. 



21. 



To the Pope. FoL 5 b. 

Mailer Norton is going lo visit Rome. The University, his mother, 
after the example of the mother 0/ Zebedee's children, humhty commends 
her ton lo His holiness. 

Mista fueral hec littera in commendacionem maguiri Johannis 1435. 
Norton '. 

Sakctissimo in Chrislo patri ac domino, Domino Martino, divina 
providencia sacrosancte Romane ac universalis ecclesie summo 
ponlifici. 

SanctiSEiroe pater, humillima recommendacione premissa cum 
devodssimb terre osculis ante pedes: Alma mater ecclesia jocunde 
laadis rcsonare canticum, necnon ad gracias eterno Pair! tenetur 
usuigere, modemis altendens temporibus gregem dominicum sub 
luio providissimi pasioris regimine confoveri : cujus eciam rei gracia, 
« si cuncte per orbem diffuse gentes habeant exultandi materiam, 
Univnsilas tamen Oxoniensis devotissima proles vestra majori causa- 
ur gaudiorum alacritate respergi ; in quam sereniores vesire caritalis 
radios emisistis. Quod nedum permagne probitalis vires honorabilis 
veaire Icgacionis functos of!icio in nostcam venit noticiam, ymo id 
ipmun experiencia rerum magisLra colidie manifestal. Ad preclare 
namque fame viros, quos maierna Universitalis predicte taclaverint 
ubera, sue patemilalis extendi! oculos apostolica crebriua celsitudo, 
egenos eCGciens divitcs, filios creans in patres, et subdilos prcficiena in 
pastores. Non immerito Igitur totis conatur Glia viribus in patris com- 
placenciam filios parere virtuosos enuirireque sic partes, ac enutritos 
pabulo sciencie salutaris foras emitlere, ut per laudabilia ipsorum gesta 
et exigenciam meritorum aiumjine sue titulum acquirani norainis glo- 
liosj ; sicut et ipsa viceversim pro filiis benemeritis, in omnibus illo- 
mm concementibus bonorem, semper parata consisiit eciam non 
polsata. In cujus signum, beatissime pater, pro filio karissimo nostra 

' The whole of the following episllc is crossed oat, but Dtbetwls« uniDJnred, in 
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Johanne Norlun, presencium porlitorem aposlolica visiiame limina. 
preces nunc porrigere mairts inclusa visceribus hortatur affeccio ab 
antiquis parentibus exemplata. Matrem namque filiorum Zebedei pro 
suis filiis inlervenisse apud Dominum evangelisia commemorat. Ejus 
igilur mains eiemplo vestra se exponil Universitas pro filio supra- 
dicto, Hie est nempe venis ejus filius, cujus infanciam tenerem suavis 
doctrine pavit dulcedine, deindeque solidioris substancie disciplina in 
viram perfeclum suis educavit laribus ; donee lam legum doctrina 
quam experiencia renim excellenter insignitus in sacris canonibus 
cathedram meruit ascendere doctoralem. Hunc postremo, post regen- 
ciam honorifice cotnpletam, disertissimi advocali faeundia in curia 
Cantuariensi ' de arcubus ' quatuor annis famosissimum reddidit et 
expertum. Siquidem plenitude viriutis ejus et sciencie magnicudo 
tot apud eos eminent arguraentis, tot subnixe suffragiis tanlisque 
digne favoribus; et quod in multos supeme largitalis munificencia 
distribuit boc in ipsum majoris affluenciae gracia cumulavit. El licet 
plura nobis occurrant, que in dicte persone laudem veraciter dici 
possent, hec tamen pauca succincte narracionis stilo descripsimus, ne 
matris tacitumitate velata ardens lucerna filii sub modio delitescat. 
His igilur digna consideracione pensatis, ea qua possumus devocione 
suppUcando rogamus, quatenus sinceris matris precibus pro filio depre- 
cantis sanctissimus pater aures sue clemencie propiciaius inclinei; 
eumque sic dignetur suscipere commendatum, ui matris instancias 
cum effectu sibi senciat profuisse. Vestram sanctitalem ad univer- 
salis ecclesie solacium in prosperis conservet diutine cujus vicem 
geritis, Filius Virginis gloriose. HumiUimi et devoli apostolice beaii- 
tudinis iilii Cancellarius Universitalis Oxonie cetusque 
magistrorum regencium in eadem. 



Fol-sb- 

Lysnrs'. 

1436. 



Testimonial letter for Master John Ttirry. ^^ 

Univebsis sancte malris ecclesie filiia, ad quos presentes littere 
pervenerint, Cancellarius Universitalis Oxortiensis cetusque unanimis 
magistrorum regencium in eadem salutem in Eo, qui via Veritas est 
et vita. Egressus e summo celo Unigenitus Dei Filius, miserabilera 
humanitatis ad vallem, veritali testimonium perhibuit, nobis relinquena 
exemplum veriiati testimonium consimiliter perhibere. Hitic est 
quod nos, omnibus quorum interest per presenles aitestatnur, quod 



margin and at ihe right-hnnci corner of 
e Lysuri. Thomm Lysurs wai proclor 
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ibilis vir Johannes Turry utriusque juris bacallarius, rector ecclesie 
parochialis de Hannberilh' EJncolniensis diocesis, est et fuit inter 
no8 repulatus bone fame, opinionis i!!ese, nulloque crimine notoric 
irretitus. Ne igimr ex aliqua calumpniancium invidia ejus persona 
status aul fama in atiquo ohfuscetur, etdem super premissts has 
litleras testinioniales sigillo Universitatis predicle fecimus consignari. 
Datum in nosirt congrtgacionis domo mfnsh Aprilis die i 
ttamJo, armo Domini miliesimo quadringenUsimo victnmo stxto. 



23- 
I Testimonial letter. 

^ /Vr Mailer J. Croxby and Master Robert Glerwceter, resident 
of the University, supporting their application for assis- 



VixxKABiLiBus ct circumspectis viris, amicis nostris carissimis 
nlutem, et fidem indubiam presentibus adhibere. Egressus e summo 
cdo Unigenitus Dei Filius, miserabilem descendens humanitaiis ad 
Tallcm, veritati testimonium perhibuit, nobis relinquens exemplum 
testimonium veritati conaimiliter perhibcre. Hinc est quod nos super 
vita et conversacione honesta dilectorum confratrum nostrorum, 
magistroruin Johannia Croxby, in iheologia bacallarii, et Roberti 
Glowcetur, in artibus magistri, veslras reverencias cerciorare volentes, 
per has nostras litteras altestamur, quod iidem magistri suis facul- 
tatibus operam dantes efiicacem in eisdem laudabiliter student et 
proficiunt, ac, juxta statuta et consuetudines nostre Universitatis, 
pacifice, quiete et honeste inter nos sunt et fuerant conversati ; adeo 
quod cetum nostrum sua virtuosa decorant presencia, et eos nullo 
novimus crimine innodatos ; set morum gravitate prefulgentes matura, 
Dei amorem et hominum immaculati nominis litulo vendicabanc in 
present!, licet quorundam auclivimus suggestio sit adversa. Unde, 
ne calumpniancium invidia aut insidiancium hora maliciose captaia 
eorum status penes vos mendaciorum nebulis obfuscentur illicite, 
eisdem magistris super eotum statu laudabili, ut vobis innotescat, 
has nostras litteras fecimus consignari; vobis attencius supplicantea 
quateDUS dsdem magisLris plenimdlnem vestre benevolencie efTun- 
datis suis in negociis penes vos prosequenilis, quoad susteniacionem 

> Or Jlamlierith MS., probably tlaJiborOQgb. 

' ThU testimonial Icllcr bu oaforluDately do title or definite addreu. It is, >i 
»in be »«cn, not a patent letter, bat is addresaed lu some suciety or separate body, 
tbly to tbe aatboritie* of tome rcligiout house 01 oriter. 
C 3 



EPISTOLAE ACADEMICAE. 

cum illis non provideancur ex cer!o de necessariis 

aliunde langentibusV Vestras reverencias conserve! in prosperis 
clemercia Redemptoris. 

24- 
Testimonial letter for Master John Major. 
Ukivkrsis et singulis sancie matris filiis, ad quos presentes liliere 
pervenerint. Cancellarius Universitatis Oioniensis cetusque unanimia 
magislrorum regencium in eadem salutem in Eo, qui via Veritas est 
el vita. De summo celo egressus Unigenims Dei Filius, ad ynaa 
mundi descendens, vcritad tesdmonium perhibuit, nobis relinquens 
eiemplum veritali testimoniura consimiiiier perhibere, Hinc est 
quod nos, super vita et conversacione honesta dilecti confratris 
nostri, magistri Johannis Maior, omnes quorum interest cerciorare 
volentes, per has nostras liiteras altestamur, quod de predicli con- 
fratris nostri meritis laudifluis, per diversarum facullaium gradus et 
flludia, lania experiencia precessit unde famosa sui nominis opinio, 
quam a pud nos in apicem honoris pre tule runt gloriose accionis 
preconia, latere non valuit ; sed pocius super candelabrum erigi digna 
ceteris studentibus lucem ingeniem exhibuit, et vilale imitacionis 
exemplum singulariter ministraviL In faculiale namque, post longeva 
studia, magistraCum adepCus notabiles actus philosophicos laudabiliter 
exercuit, et exinde ad facultalcm medicinarum se transferens, scolas 
reparans medicinales, ipsam scienciam accrescere fecit in palmiCes 
sui Budoris per culturam, ac tandem, meritis suis exigentibus, incep- 
toris honorem obdnuit in eadem. Unde, ne calumpniancium invidia 
aut bora insidiancium malictose captata tante honeslatis splendor 
alicui in dubium posset revocari, eidcm magi.stro super premissis, 
ut omnibus picnius innolescal, has liiteras lestimoniales nos t re 
Universitatis sigtllo fecimus consignari. Datum Oxonte in nostrt 
cmgregacionis domo mensis Junii die vicesimo ttplimo, anno Domini 
miUesimo quadringenlesimo vicesimo sexlo. 



25. 

To the President and other prelates of Black Monks In 
general chapter assembled. 

7S« University has never had a general school for theology. Now 
that the building of one has beat commenced, and we are unaite to 
complete it for want of fundi, your assistance is earnestly reqtusled. 
All graduates and scholars if your order shall be free to use the 

' tnngendu? 
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tfkool. We ask in confidmce, Timembfring the bentfictnct of your order, 
and that in fad the University owes its foundation to you. 

Venerabiubus in Christo patribus, dominis presidentibus celerisque 
prelatis ordinis Sancti Benedict! in sacro general! capilulo nigrorum 
monachorum presencialiler congregatis, proapera successuum incre- 
menta ac sinceris aiTectibus annucre posmlatis. Reverendissimi in 
Christo palres el prestantissimi domini, quia nuper, ex Spiritus 
clemencia sepliformis, piis quorumdam cordibus fuerat celilus inspi- 
ratum ut ad Dei laudis honorem augmentumque studii ^alutaris acole 
universales saere iheologie, quibus a primevo' orbati fuimus, pro 
communi omnium uiiliute durabili fabrica levarentur ; nosque ad 
bnjusmodi opens fundamentaliter jam Uicepli debitum complemenlum 
ex noatris non sufficimus ; veslris paiemilalibus predevolis pro nostri 
derectus relevamine eo confidencius duximus supplicandum, quo 
noslris profundius radicatur in menribus quod alma Universiias maier 
Qostn, cujua preclara fecunditas orbem dignifical universum, per 
veslri ordinis sacrosancti palres precipuos el alumnos sue honorifice 
fondsicionis felix exordium sumpserit felicissimunique progressum : 
tenentesque firmissime certissimeque sperantes, quod nostra supplex 
pelicio, que consonat caricati, a tarn devotis patribus vacua non redibit, 
quo9 ad patrum presidencium opera confovenda divina providebit 
gracia dignissimos successores. Quocirca vestre sacre congregacionis 
celui venerando devoia precum libamina effundimus pia menCe; 
nnanimiier supplicantes qualenus ad lam sacri tarn utilis tamque 
neces&arii operis incrementum vestre' graCissime liberalitatis manus 
nunificas extendere dignemini graciose; indubie cognosctntes quod 
omnes vestri ordinis graduati singuli et scolares, quoad actus quos- 
Cnttque in scolis eisdem scolastice exercendos', subducto quovis 
ofastaculi repulsivo, facultate gaudebunl. Ht quia singula nostrum 
conceraencia negocium sub literali compendio ciaudere non valemus, 
BOUre cause promotionem discretissimis viris patribus venerabilibus, 
domino Edmundo Cretton, Priori studencium, necnon exitniis sacre 
Iheologie professoribus magistris Thome Ledbery el Jobanni Crosse, 
tc* Wyllelmo Hebchestre, in eadem facultate' venerabjli incepturo', 
veairis piis presenciis commiltimus declarandam; quorum relalibus 
aurcm Tavoris et credencie benignius exhibere tantorum dignetur 
patrum devocio veneranda. Ccierum, paires dignissimi, cum vestre 
Bcre religionis commodum et honorem inslinctus nos excilet naturalis 



' primeva MS. ' veitri gralissimi th. ' txtnttuUi lb. * An 

ttuBie in both Ihnc placei, but, appaTenily, onlf ■ repetition of the comntnce- 
meot of the word followmg. ' iitiipturi MS. 
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intimius affeciare, eo quod, ul superius est expressum, benedicU 
manus monasUca nostre Univereitatis posueral fundamenta, hinc est 
quod vestras paternitates exhorlamur in Domino et attencius cko- 
ramus, quatinus concorditer disponalis ut singuli studentcs vestri 
ordinis, quos morum ornal honeslas sciencie ciaritasque decorat, ad 
universalis ecclesie et presertim ordinis vestri stabile fundamenlum, in 
facultaiibus quibus proficiunt condigne valeant graduare'; ut sic, 
augmentata' in vestra sacra religione gradoatorum clerimonia, emu- 
lonim perversitas, que multum invigilat his diebus, facilius repellatur. 
Sed, inter prematuros alios vesire sancte religionis viros, prefatum' 
venerabilem patrera dominum Edmundum Kirton*, monachum veatrum 
studenciumque Priorem, qui nedum legilimo cursu secundi studii, 
verum eciam sano atque politico regimine sui" gregis utrobique 
virtuose resplendel, ad apicem fasiigii docloralis, ut bravium recipiat 
dignissime post labores, vestra promovere dignetur discrecio pater- 
nalis ; quibus, ad feJix regnum pariter et tutum monasiice religionis, 
felices successus annual benigniias Rederaptoris, Scripta Oxmit 
domo' mmit's Junii die ultimo. ^.^B 



26. ^ 

Littera directa domino Cantuariensi. 

Gratilude for former favours, and thankt for his liberal donaHoH 
lowards the building of the new schools, and for his condescension in 
advoealing the claims of the University for assistance from the prelates 
and nobles assembled in the last Session of Parliament. 

Reverencias otnnimodas omni obediencia filiali debita tanto patri, 
et vestre'' prelacie sidus luciferum, ad nostre relevacionis tutelam 
longevam, per tempora piis radiis ruiilare'. Reverendissimc in 
Cliristo pater', cxultat Universitas nostra et, es uberibus vestre 
consolacionis graciose referta, dilatalur in gaudio co quod %'estre 
prehoDorande dominacionis proteccio, fraterne benignitatls cataractas 
aperiens, conlinui" favoris ymbres distillare non cessat, ad" nostri 
studii incremenium. Scimus enim, et evidencium signorum pro- 
bacione didiscimus, quod veslra graciosa patemitas vigilant! ex corde 
desiderat ut ampli orbis de finibus congregata genimina, que noslri 
studii complaniantur in agro, in sctcnciis floreant, in virtute frucli- 



' graduari MS. ' augmenta ib. * An 1 

suprs. ' Spelt above Crelleii MS. ' iue ib. 
omitted in MS. ' vestris ib. ' jvlitari ib. 

tinue ib. " n ib. 



\re a^in, similar le (4) 
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ficent, et ad honores frondeant tesumonii gradualis'; et sic nostre 
Universitatis fertili de campo olive oriantur rnictifere, que aancte 
coDversacionis diffundant odorem oleumque catholice' doctrine pre- 
dicando multiplicent in ecclesia sancia: — In cujus' rei evidenciam, 
nt nostris de mentibus vestre munificencie non evanesceret stabiliter 
registrata memoria, ex nosiri Canceliarii* relatu jam nuper accepimug 
quod vestre magnificencie manus largiflue, beneficiis prioribus dona 
de novo" cumulando graiuita, de vestris ferliliter paraverint errariig 
auri sumnaam copiosam, per quam scolarum nostranim noviter inchoata 
fundamina processus ampkxeiur felicior, ad sciencie fulcimenlum. 
O, igitnr, quanta gracianim cumulata tributa juste racioius ex 
diciainine obligamur persolvere vestre prenobiii dignitati'; que nedum 
sic proprium largiencia' thesaurum ad filic sue Universitatis nostre 
clememer respexerit inopiam, quin immo' vestre dominacionis celci- 
tudo, gratanler' libera recognoscens materna, que vestre quondam 
juventuiiUetearadulcedinem'"minislrabant sciencie, pro nobis formam 
scrvi non verebatur induere ; quum in ultimo parliamentali consilb, 
penes alios hujus regni venerabiles patres et dominos, ut ipsi scolarum 
nostranim ad edificium sua gratuita propinarent subsidia, vestra 
viscerosis insudabat inslanciis benignilas pasloralis. O generosilas, 
O gratuitas, et O precellens nobilitas vestre consideracionis in conclavi 
quam meriio estollenda ! Quum inclineiur cedrus alta humtlis 
eialiclur ut vinea, flectatur columpna elevetur ut area, descendat 
pinnaculum bassum ut surgal edificium Domini. Sic pater pro filiis, 
dominus pro famulis, prelatus pro subditis fieri voluit advocatus. 
Quocirca pro vestris donis magnificis et instanciis tarn benignis 
profunda cordis de vena fontali gracianim acciones unanimiter 
cxhaurimus, quas veslre precellencie patemali totis visceribus immo- 
lamus, cetumque rogantes spiritu cum prostrato ut in hiis, que vestre 
digoitaiis eminencie pastorali Canceliarii nostri intimabit fidelitas, cui 
in dicendis dignemini aures prebere credencie, vestre benignitatis 
oculum largitatis summe et proteccionis bracbium subito " cum favore 
convertat aperiat pariter et exiendat longevi temporis per successum 
vestre prelacie preeminena celsitudo. Quam ad felix regnum gregis 
et vestre Universitatis munimen diuturna longevet per tempora 
futnromm bonorum pontifex Jesua Christus, quern Virginis" , . . &c. 

' graduaks, conected in MS. ' eleum calhclutque Va. '. this tracspouCion 

of qm it very freqocni in the MS. ' (/ I'w mjus MS. * cmstllarii lb. 

* nma ib, * dignillali ib. ' Peibapi largiatiiol Tbeie a however no 

uatri{|;uily whatever in tbe MS. ' qnin in imnu ib. ' gratlnter ib. 

" dtktdmtm ib. " A mistake for stUie, >ee next eplEt " The concluHon 
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Scriptum Oxonie noslre ongregacimis in domo, guum mcnsi 
in die stplimo discurrebat .jr. 

27- 

To the Dean of St. Paul's, London, 

Thanks /or past favours and his donation to the new schools. 

Decano S. Pauli Londoniis, 

Honors nde domine, esullat Universilas maler nostra, et ex 
uberibus veslre consolacionis graciose refecta dilatatur in gaudio, eo 
quod veslre prehotiorande dominacionis pietas continui favoris ymbres 
distiliare non cessal, ad nostri siudii incrementum ; Scimus enim et 
evidencium signonira probacione didiscimus, quod vestra fecunda 
devocio vigjlanti ex corde desiderat ut ampli orbis de finibus con- 
grcgata genimina, que nostri studii compiantantur in agro, in 
Bcienciis floreant, in viriute fructificent, ct ad honores frondeant 
testimonii gradualis: ut sic nostre Universitatia fertili de campo 
olive orianiur fructifere, que sancte conversacionis diffundant odorem, 
oleum que catholice doctrine predicantio muitiplicent in ecclesia 
sancta Dei. In cujus rei evidenciam, ut nosiris de mentibus veslre 
muniGcencie non evanesceret stabiliter registrata memoria, mente 
sepe repetimus quanta magnifice largifiua manus vesira nobis graciose 
donavit, quibus scolanim nostrarum noviter inchoata fundamenta 
processus amplexetur felicior, ad scieneie fulcimentum. Pro quibus 
profundi cordis de vena fontali graciarum acciones unanimiter ex- 
haurimus, quas nobililati vestre lotis visceribus immolamus; roganies 
Gpiriiu cum prosirato, ut in hiis que dominacioni vesire Cancellarii 
nostri intimabit fideliias, cui in dicendis aures dignemini prebere 
credencie vestre, benignilatis oculum el largitalis sinum convertat 
ct aperiat solito cum favore longevi lemporis per successum veslre 
dominacionis nobililas prelibata; quam ad nostri solacium longevet 
in prosperis Jesus Chrislus pius ' ovium consolalor. Amen. 



Hi 

1 



28. 
To the Bishop of*. . . . 
A petition /or assistance in building the new schools. Our Chan- 1 
cellor wiU in person give particulars. 

' etpiustAS. ' There is DO title or address. At the bead of this folio n 

kboitire addms begiat, Hotwtandi it in Christt carinimi, qtita rntper ex spirU» I 
tUmiHcia tepiiftrmis, and then breaks oIT. 
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1 Chrislo pater et domine, quia' nuper ex spiritus 1436. 
mencia septiforaiia piis qiaorumdam cordibus fuerat celitus in- 
sptnUuni, ui, ad summi regis honorem augmeniumque studii salutaris. 
stole universales sacre theologie, quibus a primevo orbali foimus, pro 
communi omnium uiilitate durabili fabrica levarentur; nosque, ad 
bujusmodi opens fundamental iter jam incepti debitum complementum 
es propriis non vaJemus, vesire dominacioni predev 



defectus relevacio 
Dostris profundi u 
vcsIre dominacio 



acione eo confidencius duximus suppiicandum, quo 
idius radicatur in mentibus, quam gratanter ejusdem 
tcionis celsitudo ubera recognoscendo maierna, que 
reslre quondam juventuti lacteam dulcedinem sciencie ministrabant, 
el Univeisitaiem nostram odorifera fama vestri diffuse per orbem 
soblimavii in laude, et membris ipsjus variis gratuita multipliciter sub- 
sidia propinavil. Hinc tenenies firmissime cerlissimeque sperantes 
quod nostra simplex peticio, que caritati consonat et studencium 
profectum respicit, quorum alumpnus probamini singularis, a tam 
dcvota palernali gracia vacua non redibit, dominacioni vesire devota 
precom libamina effundimus; pia mente unanimiter supplicantes qua- 
tinus, ad tam sacri tam uiilis tamque necessarii operis incrementum, 
vesire libcralitatis minus munificas exercere dignemini graciose. El, 
quia singula nostrum concerneiii:ia negocium sub literali compendio 
clftudere non valemus, npstrc causc promocionem Cancellario nosito 
dominacioni vestre committimus declarandam, cujus relatibus aurem 
favoris et prudencie exhibere benignius tanii dignelur palris pre- 
eminens celsitudo' : qoam ad felix regimen vestri gregis et Universi- 
tatis nostre munimen diuturna longevet per tempora futurorum 

Inim Pontifex Jesus Chrisius. 
To the Dean and I 
r (annot out 0/ our own res 



29. 
To the Dean and Chapter of Salisbury. Fol. 7 b. 

^ cannot out of our awn resmircts compkU Iht new sckooU, and 



t to ait your kelp, with the more 
•umbers were educated at Oxford. 



I Decano et capilulo 1496. 



; because many of 
y^ur I ' 

Veserabilibus ac cireumspectis viris, domint 
ecclesie cathcd rails Sarum. 

Felicium incrementa snccessuum, et ad sacre fulcimentum sciencie 
de vestre fontibus bonitatis grati subsidii rivulos ' fecundlus emanare. 
isto prehonorandi et caritalts amplexibus dignissime confovendi, 






' lelsiliite ib. 



' rivilei ib. 
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quia Jam nuperrime pia quoruradam precordia de Illius foniali 
dulcedine, qui est Tons vivus, ignis, caritas et spiritalis unccio, sic 
celitug deguslarunt at, ad divine laudis ercellenciam augmentumquc 
atudii salutaris, scole universales sacre theologie, quibus a primevo 
caruimus, pro communi omnium militate durabili fabrica levarentur ; 
nosque opus hujusmodi parcialiter inchoatum ad optalum finem es 
nostris deducere non valemus; de veslre benevolencie fecundilale 
fontali, ad nostre relevamen inopie, eo confidencius predulcia ex- 
haurire speramua subsidia, quo in vestro venerabili coUegio, quod 
stabilis figiiur ut columpna in ecclesia sancta Dei, mulla cognoscimus 
membra nobilia, que diviciis affluunt, caritale relucent et liberalitale 
precellunt ad exsequendum egentibua devocius opera pietatis. Ad 
quorum corda nostras preces introducendo eeiam tanto audacius 
aniraamur, quo vestri predict! collegii in orto dignifico varii plantantur 
alumpni, qui gradualis honoris glorioles collegerunt manipulos scien- 
ciarum ex semine, quod facullalum speciosa varietas nostre Umversi- 
tatis in agro fertililer seminavit. Quare tenemus firmissime, et nostris 
confidenciis certissime arbitramur, quod nostra pia peticio, que tarn 
universalis boni promovet incrementum, non redibit inanis a tain 
venerando collegio, cujus nobililatis lux fontana Bcintillantis fame 
splendoribua in regno prerutilat universo. Vestre igilur congregacionis 
cetum prenobilem assiduis precum instanciis intimius exoramus; 
concorditer suppiicando quatinus, lam necessarii operis ulilitatem 
interne con side racionis oculo perpendenies, ad graium ipsius juvamen 
palmas extendere liberales vestre dignetur munificencie nobilitas merito 
recolenda ; quam in statu prospero et honoris augmento per diutuma 
continuet fons et vitale principium omnium creatorum. Striplum in 
nostre congregacionis domo mensis Augusli die vicesinio lepiimo. 

Sut hoc [/irrmd] ' serif sit UniversitOi ad Decanum el Callegium Weltttut, 
ExonUmt tt LitKalnitnsi. 
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To the Presidents and other prelates of the Order of 
S. Augustine, now assembled in their Chapter at North- 
ampton. 

Many 0/ your Order owe their education to Oxford, we pray you 
Ifure/ore with the more confidence to lupplemmt of your charity our 
scanty means, which are insufficient for the completion of the new 
schools. 



'for, 



I amittcd in MS. 
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Vknirabilibus in Christo patribus, dominis presidentibus ceteris- X4a7« 
que prelatis ordinis S. Augustini in generali capitulo canoniconim 
apud Northamptone congregatis. 

Venerabilibus in Christo patribus, dominis presidentibus ceterisque 
prelatis ordinis S. Augustini in sacro generali capitulo regularium 
canoniconim presencialiter congregatis, prospera successuum, et 
sinceris affectubus annuere postulatis. Reverendissimi in Christo 
patres et domini prestantissimi, quia nuper pia quorumdam precordia 
de niius fontali dulcedine, qui est fons vivus, ignis, caritas et spiritalis 
nnccio sic celitus degustarunt, at ad divine laudis excellenciam aug- 
mentumque studii salutaris scole universales sacre theologie, quibus 
a primevo orbati fuimus, pro communi omnium utilitate durabili 
£ibrica levarentur, nosque ad hujusmodi opens fundamentaliter jam 
incepti debitum complementum ex nostris non sufficimus, vestris 
patemitatibus predevotis pro nostri defectus relevamine eo confidencius 
doximus supplicandum, quo nostris ^ profundius radicatur in mentibus 
quod vestre sacre reh'gionis in orto dignissimo varii plantantur 
alumpni, qui gradualis honoris gloriosos collegerunt manipulos 
scienciarum ex semine, quod facultatum speciosa varietas nostre 
Universitatis in agro fertiliter seminavit; tenentes firmissime certis- 
simeque sperantes quod nostra simplex peticio, que consonat caritati, 
a tam devotis patribus vacua non redibit. Quocirca vestre sacre 
coDgregacionis cetui venerando devota precum libamina efifundimus, 
pia mente unanimiter supplicantes, quatinus ad tam sacri tam utilis 
tam necessarii opens incrementum vestre gratissime liberalitatis 
manus munificas extendere dignemini graciose. £t quia singula 
nostrum concernencia negocium literali sub compendio claudere non 
valemus, nostre cause promocionem honorando viro domino Can- 
cellario nostro circumspeccionibus vestris prelibatis committimus 
declarandam, cujus relatibus aurem favoris et credencie benignius 
exhibere tantorum dignetur patrum devocio veneranda. Quibus, ad 
felix regimen pariter et tutamen vestre sacre religionis ac tocius 
ecclesie, felices successus annuat benignitas Redemptoris. Scripium 
Oxante in nostre congregacionis domo mensisjunii die duodecimo, 

' nostra MS. 
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A form of letter. 

HoNORANDi et in Christo earissimi : Qui 



( 



nnper, ex sfnntus 
clemencia septiformis, piis quonimdam cordibus fuerat celitus inspi- 
raium ut, ad summi regis honorem augmentumque siudii salutaris, 
ficole universales sacre theologie, qwibus a primevo orbiti fuimus, pro 
communi omnium uliiitate durabili fabrica levarentur, nosque ad 
hujusmodi operia fund amen laliler jam incepli debitum complemenium 
ex propriis non valemus ; vestris reverenciis predevotis pro nosiri 
defectus relevamine eo confldencius duximus suppltcandum, quo 
nostris profundiua radicaiur in mentibus quam graciose munifica 
manus vestra grata solebat egentibus subsidia propinare; per hoc 
tenentes firmissime certissimeque sperantes quod nostra supplex 
peticio, que caritati consonal, et universalem sludencium profeclum 
respicit, a lam liberali devocione vacua non redibil ; preseriim cum 
inter cetera pieiaiis opera putemus id magis in salutem animarum 
redundare linaliter, quod ad orthodoxae' fidei fulcimentum el aug- 
menlum sciencie principalius se extendit. Quocirca reverenciis vestris 
devola precum libamina effundimus pia mente, unanimiter supplicanies 
quatenus, ad tam sacri lam utilis tamque necesBarii opens incre- 
men turn, vestre liberalitatis manus munificas extendere dignemini 
graciose. Et, quia singula nostrum concemencia negociura sub 
literal! compendio claudere non valemus, nostre cause promocionem 
Cancellario nostro circumspeccioni vestre commiiiimus declarandam, 
cujus relalibus aures favoris et credencie exhibere benignlus dignetur 
tantorum reverencia predevola; quam ad solacium pauperum diu 
longevel in prosperis medicus vitalis omnium ipse Dcus. 
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To the Master of S. Thomas' Hospital, London. 

Your labours for our wd/arc could not be greater had you been 

tducated here ; we therefore confidently beg that you will inltrcede for 

us with wealthy citizens of London, (hat they may assist us in building 

' No title, iddreu, or date; probnbly tills is only b Torm for general Die. The 
Chuicellor, evidently, wai lo lie fnniiihcd with several such letten, (o be delivered 
ax H personal interview. ' orlodexe in Ihe MS. bu the letter A writCeti over by 

the same hnnd. 
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)infw sfkooh, and thai you uiill tidvis 



r Chamellor haw lo cast his 



H Ihe right side of the ship, when he appeals lo Ihem/or assisljnce. 

Magistro S. Thome Londoniensi. 

Venerande domine et amice predilecie ; Quia fide digno ex relatu 
concipimus, quod vestre amicicie grata benignitas Universitatcm 
Dostram tarn sinceri cordis amplexatur in brachiis, ac si ipsam 
vencracioncm vesiram a vesire juventutis cunabuiis scienciatum cum 
dulcore ptoprio laclasseE ex ubere, in tantum quod, pro nostris 
ampliandis honoribus, vestra mens pen-igilal, lingua laborat effecius 
opens quod insudat, ul amoris signa declarant, niuliimodaque vestre 
gntlitudinis flamma non cessat exiendere nostros ad filios graduates. 
Hinc est quod firme confidencie in presenii nobis accrevit audacia, 
ui nostre Universiiatis negocia, penes civitatis Londoniensis preclaros 
cives pTomovenda felicius, vestre consiantis amicicie ad humeros 
producamus. Nuper enim. ad augraentum theoiogice facultatis, Sancti 
Spiriiusclemencia quorumdam cordibus inspiravit devolis, ut ad novas 
scobs in Universitate nostra, speciosa levandas in fabrica, suas manus 
aperirent munificas, qui ad tarn cariiativum opus de suis facultalibus 
devotissime sunt largiti. Vinute cujus largicionis graciose rnuri 
tcolanim predictanim, jam terre surgemes de sinu, siabilia susce- 
perunl fundamina, et cicioris onus processu crescerent Jam in allum, 
si vestre prcclaie civitatis cives venerabilcs, qui (liviciis fulgent, de- 
vocione relucent et largitate precellunt, edificacionem istam, ad 
Christiane fidei inchoatam fulcimentum, suis devotis cum muneribus 
devudus irrigarent. Quocirca, cum tenemus quod multi inciile 
dvitatis predicte cives nobiliores in dignitate, preclariores in forma 
CI polenciores in thesauris vestre prudencie constanciam tante di- 
leccionis amplexaniur in fedcre, quod ad eorum corda si pulsatis, 
aperiuni ; suadetis, assenliunt ; supplicalis, exaudiunt ; igimr vestram 
amiciciam intimius supplicamus, ut, ad opus tarn pium felicius pros- 
peraoduni, civium vestrorum corda, ubi congruit, pulsare dignemini; 
nostroque Cancellario vestre prudencie de archa dignemini impertiri 
consilium, sibi patenter iniimando quibus in locis sue supplicacionia 
rcte mittere poierit in dexiram navigii, ut de visceribus devoiorum 
coidium auri staterem valeat extrahere, qui nostri predicii edificii 
cedere queai in profecium, ad catholice' facultatis augmenium, et 
ad lobur fidei, quam nobis iradidit Jesus Chrisius ; Qui vestram 
amiciciam tempera felicitet per longeva, et future premiacionis eiemia 
ditel muneribus pro mullipharia gralimdine, quam nobis nostris 
OStendit graduatis in filiis vestra benign it as generosa. Scripium 
Oxortii. igc. 

' citalkelict MS. 
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Testimonial letter for Master John Clerk. t 

' Univkksis sancle matris ecclesie filiis, ad quos presetites littere 
pervenerint, Cancellarius Universitatis Oxoniensis celusque unanimis 
magislroruni regencium in eadem, salutem in Domino aempilernam. 
Quia, juxta senlenciam veritatis, accensa lucerna non est modio 
supponenda, sed super candelabrum erigenda, ut omnibus, qui in 
domo Domini conversantur, clarius elucescat; morum venuslatem, 
sciencie claritatem et odoriferam Tame suavicatem eorum, qui inter 
nos efficacius profecerunt, ad communem fidelium noticiam eo fer- 
vencius cupimus pervenire, quo conversacionis sue maturiias el laboris 
assiduitas ad Dei laudem, proximorum salulem, ecclesieque sancte 
profectum evidencius lendere dinoscentur. Hinc est quod nos, super 
virtUDsa vita et probiiate sciencie dilecti nobis in Chrislo confrairis 
nostri magistri Johannis Clerk, Sarisbiiriensis diocesis, sacre theologie 
baccalarii, omnes quorum interest cerciorare volenles, per has nostras 
litieras attestamur, quod idem magister Johannes Clerk inter nos bene 
honesle ac laudabiliter conversalus, proficiens virtule et sciencia 
coram Deo et hominibus, ad ipsum baccalarifttus gradum honorifice 
meruit exaltari ; et jam per annos pluriraos, velut lucema a vera luce 
divinilus illustraia, evangelice doctrine radiis auditores illuminans, 
in vinea Domini Sabaoth, tanquam (idelis servus et prudens, qui 
non abacondit pecuniam domini sui, fideliter laboravil, prout per 
noticiam propriam, una cum fama celebri referente, plenam recepimus 
veritatem. Unde, ne, quod absit, lante perfeccionis et honestatis 
splendida !us occultelur vel pereat, quin pocius cedat aliis in lumen 
et exemplum, et lacius difTundatur, ad sui recommendacionem et 
testimonium omnium premissorum, eidem magistro Jobanni Clerk 
confratri nostro has litieras lestimoniales sigiJlo communi Univer- 
sitatis nostre fecimus consignari. Datum Oxottie in dono nosfre 
totigregacionis ucundo die mams Dtttmbris anno Domini milluimo 
quadrittgentesimo triccsimo. 

' This letter \% misplaced in ihe MS., where it ocean among other lellers of the 
year 1417. Where such mJipUcemcnt is beyoad doubt the (act ii noticed, as here, 
at Che foot □[ the page; bat It appears to be desiisble 10 reproduce the oiiginal 
M beailf ai poislble in it* actual fomi, not to leamnge anything nnnecewMll}'. 
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Form of letter. 1 

Veskrandk domine, quia nuper es spiritus clemencia septiromiis 
piis quonini[dam]' cordibus fueraC celitus inspiraCum, ut ad summi 
regis honorem augmenlumque studii salularis, scole universales sacre 
tbeologie, quibus a primevo orbati fuimus, pro communi omnium 
udliiaie durabili fabrica levarentur, nosqae ad hujusmodi opens 
fundametiLilJter jam incepli debiium complemenlum tmponere ex 
propriis non valemus, vesiris reverenciis predevoiis pro nostri defeclua 
relevacione eo confidencius duximus supplicandum, quo fidedigne 
relocionis fama nostras perdusit ad aures, quod ad opera pielads 
esequenda devocius vestre compassionis aperiuntur viscera, extendi 
solet manus munifica; vestreque devocionis frequens testalur ele- 
moeina quod celo plus quam mundo vestri apirilus copulatur. Quare 
tenemus finnissime certissimeque speramus, S:c. ; per omnia sicut 
uribititr in prima lHlera proximi /olii precedenlis, txcepio quod dicatur, 
"qnocirca vestre reverencie," et non '• reverenciis." 



lAewH to him. 
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To the Bishop of . 

T. Bmewetl, with thanks for favours hitherto 

Fol.gb. 

Christo pater et domine, relacio fide digna nostras 1437, 

quam caritative vestre compassionis oculus dileclum 

magistrun;) Tliomam Benewell in artibus magis- 

( munifice visilavit; cujus intuitu stimulamur 



ReVERENQE 

perduxit ad an 
confratrem 
tram, in g 

dignissime vestre dominacioni internissimas libare gracias uno corde ; 
hoc ipsum recensentes nobis in communi collatum, quod malris 
nostre minimo vertitur ad profectum. Ex operibus quidem devo- 
oonis vestre tanlam liduciam exhaurimus, quatenus progredientes 
ulterius pro dido fratre nostro, concorditer et huraillime postulemus 
ut ilium sic morum et sciencie laude preclarum, sui contuitu meriti 
el Dosiranim precum inslancia, gracie vesire recotnmissum habere, 
et que in ipso cepta novimus continuare benigniter dignelur vcslra 
predevota semper honoranda palernitas prelibata; quam per freta 
> punm MS, ■ No title or addrcM. 
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seculi indefeciibilis nauta sa 
provehat uberiatis. Scnpiun 
mensis/ulii. 



s ad portum cursu prospero secure 
I noslre congregadonh domg die lercio 



36. 

To the Pope. 

We rejoice that your holiness is exalted to ie supreme ruler of thi 
ekureh ; and thai the pest of heresy is being cared dy your efforts to 
enlighten the clergy, to induce princes to rule with justice, and to comet 
immorality among the people. We trust you may be guided by wisdom 

from above in all you do ; and we earnestly beg that you will not 
believe the malicious reports which have been made ta you respecting 
Ike Archbishop of Canterbury. He is in truth universally beloved 

for his Christian character, and is a zealous defender of the church. 

Sanctissimo in Christo palri el domino, domino nosiro Marttno, 
divina providencia sacrosancte Romane et universalis ecclesie summo 
poniifici. 

Bealissime pater, humillima filiali recommendacione ' premissa; 
terre osculum ante pedes. Bealissime paler, interne consolacionis 
cxuhat in jubelo vestre sanctissime palemiiatis ancilla Oxoniensis 
Univeratas; dum in eorpore militantis ecclesie, quam a latere Crucifixi 
sanguis dedicavit elTusus, almam personam vestram, verum caput, 
presidere conspicimus, quam unum summum poniificem et in terns 
Chrisii vicarium ac Petri verissimum auccessorem concentu cordium 
indiibie profitemur'. Et merito ve^tra exaltacio summi pontificatus 
ad arcem nobis ingeniis gaudii propinat maieriam ; cum varia ecclesie 
membra, que quondam scismatice pesiis erant infirmata conlagio, 
jam ex unius capitis influccione multiplici latis in ecclesie finibus 
recipiunt sanitatem ; cujus evidenciam ex hog sumimus, quod vestra 
paternitas, ut pastor pervigi!, augere nititur in clero lumen sdencie; 
suadet principibus suos gubernare subjecios per ceptrum iusticie; 
Christianorum mores satagit corrigere, et late per orbem exlirpare 
desudat orrenda genimina heresium ' et errorum. Non ergo tantum 
nostra jubelare debet Universitas de tanti et sanctissimi exaltacione 
pontificis, verum etiam universi debent congaudere Cbrislicole. pen- 
santes quomodo Jesus Christus, vesire patemilati suam universalem 
desfonsans ecclesiam, multas animaa tenebrosi scismatis eduxerat 
de Egyplo, verum Aaron prefccil in sanctuario, fidelem Samuelem 
judicem constituit in populo, el certe ad felix regimen Christiane 
' A word follows here, which Becmi to be only an nLortivi; repetition oi frt- 
miita, * prefeltmur MS. ' keremm ib. 
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gratis altenim David sublimare disposuit manufortem, qui civitalem 
tanctaro ecclesiam Jesu Christ! muniret libertatibus, liberaret ab 
hostibus, purgaret a spurciciis, solidaret in fide, slabiliret in pace, et 
cuncram ' gentem Christianam niteretur dirigere per reclam semitam 
legis Dei. O felix hora, in qua Christ! clemencia suorum eleclorum 
precibus excitari dignaiur a sompno, ne scismatica tempestate Petri 
iia\'icuia pwriret in fluctibus ; quia eerie coniiilinius quod tunc Christus 
imperavil * veniis et mari ut fieret iranquillitas magna, quum cunctis 
providendo salubriter sanciitatem vestram ad apostolice dignitatis 
apicem sublimavit. Benedictus ergo Dominus, cujus manus fecit 
bee, omnia disponens pro reformacione ecclesie sue sancte, ut post 
scismatice nociis tencbras unitatis Aurora gaudiosa consurgeret, 
animarum vulneribus balsamum salmis effluerct, et sponsa Domini Fol. lo a 
languens in suspiriis veri sponsi amplexum in ipsa die susciperet, 
quum, septirormis Spiriius cooperante clemencia, sacrosanct! con- 
census concilii in finnamenio miUtanlis ecclesie celsitudinem vesiram, 
ut planetam precipuum, ad Petri solium dignissime subrogavit. Certe 
hec est dies quam fecit Dominus, cujus lumen graciosum, unanimis 
Constancie concilii per consensum oriens, cum non sit palliaium sed 
venim, non divisum sed integrum, non scismalice partilum sed 
gracia Dei unituin, exultare et letari Christiane lidei fideles excilat 
univereos. Inter quos nos humillimi vestre predicte Univereitatis 
filii congratutari debemus et pariter congaudere ; precipue cum vestre 
nnctissime protcccionis alas nobis semper expansas cognovimus, et 
Tcsirc dignacionis radios incessanter nobis dirigi probavimus multis 
ngnis ; super quo genibus flexis vestri sanctissimi ' pontiCicatus ad 
pedes omnis obediencie prostraii cum spiritu, tributa persolvimus 
gradarum- Ceterum in vobis infusa conlisi de gracia, quod sicut 
futnxorum bonorum Pontifex misericors, princeps pacis, in pace vos 
elegens exaltavit de plebe, in pace vos erigens summi pontificatus 
iTonizavit in arce, et in pace vos confirmans vestro sanctissimo 
regimini, per obediencie vinculum, corda genlis subdidit Christiane; 
ita speramus in Domino quod vestre sanciissime paternitati in singulis 
acCibus adest magni consilii Angelus, per quem in cunctis veslris 
operibus tantc pacis redolescit suaviias, lante justicie refulgct clariias, 
tantc deliberacionis anchoratur maturitas, ut vestre sanctitatis animum 
Mc oleum adulacionis potent d em ulcere, nee sinistre* informacionis 
flatus quQvismodo impellere, ul tarn pijbsimubi pater, tarn justissimus 
judex et innocentissimus pastor a subjecto sibi filio absque gravi 
probocionis examine viscera claudat solite pietatis. Et propterea, 
bealissimc pater, in materia, qua de presenti movemur ad gemitum, 
* fuilrt toHtiiiimia ib. * tmiim ib. 
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nostras preces, licet indignas, ad innate vobis clemencie januas eon- 
fidencius animamur inducere, et coram beatorum pedum pro\oluti 
vestigiis, humili' spirilu unanimes supplicamus, quatenus, impieias 
emulorum, qui, velut accepimus, ' exacuerunt ut gladium linguas sua^,' 
et sermonibus odii circumdeikrunt ' mansuelum pastorem, patrem 
pium et Universitaiis nostre fervidum zelatorem, dominum Henricum 
Cantuariensem Archiepiscopum, sue fame et glorie maculam, quaiu 
non meruit, molientes imprimere, nullatenus consueli favoris et gracie 
prcscindat vestre dignacionis influxum a dicto pas tore nostro, 
laudabili plurimum ac ecclesie AngUcane peruiili; in qua, micans 
irradiacione virtutum, imitandus anteponitur ceteris ad exemplar. 
Quin universi per limites sciunt principes, sciuni proceres, proclamatit 
paujieres quod dictua noster reverendissimus paler est in ecclesia 
Fol. lob. gentis nosire non rapax lupus sed pastor bonus, non arundo flatum 
sequens amicicie, sed stabilis ut columpna sacrosancie matris ecclesie, 
non piger et negligens in tuendis ecclesie libertalibus; sed ui Bdiis 
vesire sanctitatis ac sacrosancte Romane ecclesie filius, in sanctuario 
Dei solidus Stat ut munis, quern fodere nequit simonista cupiditas, 
quem quatere nequit heretica pravitas ; cum sit hie alter Jonalhas, 
cujus sagitta nunquam abiit retrorsum herelicos persequendo. Mi- 
ramur ergo, miraraur, quis apud sanclissimam sedem veatram, timore 
Dei postposilo, os suum aperire ausus est in verba mendacii contra 
patrem tarn modestum et pium, virtuiibus undique radiantem ; cum 
sit hie vile speculum, vas virtutum, lucema morum, fulcitua consilio, 
amabilis populo, clerique specialis alumpnus ; cujus nos testes esse 
debemus, cum Universitaiis nostre gradual! plurimi, quos morura 
ac sciencie maturiias animarum preparavit ad curam, per antedictum 
patrem nostrum in vineam Domini Sabbaoth beneficiorum collacione 
provida fuerint vocaii. Pater ergo beatissime, aures vesire sanctitatis 
avertite a scandalosis mendaciis incidiancium emulorum, qui, ul 
audivimus, saitagentes efTundere sanguinem injuste nilunlur opprimere 
virum justum. Et ut' dicii domini nostri Caniuariensis beaiitudini 
vestre mores et vita paleant, credile regni noslri presulibus, credite 
proceribus, credite et nobis, licet indignis; quoniara sic in scriptis 
palleam pro grano, loUium pro tritico quis non tremerei prcsentare i 
Hinc obsecramus liumillime quatemis dictum dominum el patrem 
, candelabrum aureum in teraplo ecclesie Anglicane pro- 
; solita' favoris et gracie, ad subditorum sibi gaudium ft 
munimen, confovere digneiur' vestri bealissimi cuimims clemencia 
pastoralls ; quam, post felix regimen ecclesie miiitanijs, inter aposiolice 
' humilis MS. * tirtumtltmiil ib. ' ml oroitled ib. < stlUoia ib. 

' digemturWi. 
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aeAa vicarios in iriumphanti Jerusalem fuHirorum bonorum Pontirex 
collocet Jesus Qirisius. 

Scripium Oxoni'e in vostre congrigacionis domo vietsimo quarto 
die mentis Jult'i anno Domini miilesimo quairingtnUsimo vietsimo 

Devoiissimi sanctitatis vestre filii Cancellarius cetusque unanimis 
itronim vestre Universiiaiis Oxc 



Ugi^t 
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To the Duke of Gloucester and the King's Council. Fi 
Power is given from a&ave 'for the punisbmenl of evildoers and 
the praise of them that do well.' To you therefore, as zealous 
defenders of the truth, we with humble spirit open our difficulties. 
Out William Melton of the Friars minors, a degenerate son of this 
VinBtrsiSy, has, notwithslanding his vows to the contrary, preached un- 
arevmcised words and led astray the ignorant up and down the country. 
Hereupon we cited him to appear before us, and he submitted; but 
» hen tue required him to appear again and to receive from us a sound 
farm of discourses for his use, he failed to do so, and still remains 
impenitent, defies our authority and violates his oath. 

Illustki et noienti prindpi ac domino nosiro mcmendo, Humfrido 
dnci Glouceatrie comiti Hainaidtie ', Hollandie, Zeelandie, Ac, ac 
regnj Anglie protectori, reverendissimis in Chrisio patribus ac pre- 
Utis, ac dominis magnificiB de consilio illustrissimi et metuendissimi 
doinini nostri regis, dominis nostris graciosisaimis. 

IDusirJs <t polens princeps, revere ndissi mi in Chrisio patrcs et 
domini magnifici, nobis plurimum graciosi, humillitna matris nostre 
rccomnicndacione premissa : A summo prodiens in filios hominum 
dcrivata* potesias, ad bonorum laudcm vindictamque malorum, 
quo&dam, ut non horreret confusio, sublimavit salubriter principes 
rt paslores, quorum manu robusta les communita succrescerel ', el 
justicia iribueret cunclis equo' libramine quod est suum. Sic in 
magna domo militantis ecelesie, sue bipharie mancionis spirilualis 
K temporalis, in firmisiimas turres vos dignissime novimus exallalos, 
quarinus alto veatri consilio, spiritu, brachioque vigoris extenio, quod 
in subjecta plebe notorie deviat ad pacis el reclitudinis viam blande 

i tapere reducalur. Ad vos igitur prcnobiles domini, quos tenemus 

. u qoile bopelesa in [be MS., bat tbere can be no doubt felt in 

a the cpiilU belongs lo the Ebort lime during whlub ihc Duke 

' Jirivala MS. ' iHiitiierel ib. ' i^ue ib. 



36 



EPISTOLAE ACADEMICAE. 



studii nostri defensores precipuos et veritalis fervidos zelaiores, super 
hiis que nos et matrem noslram conturbant et angunt, que eciam 
non valemus dissimulare silencio, cum prostrate spiriiu in presenii 
recurrimus uno corde ; et eo fcrvenciua dominacionibus veslris que- 
rulosa nudamus, quanto per easdem solidius crediraus ecclesie et 
liberlatibus nostris obvia reformari. Conceplam enim de quodam 
nunc degenerante, licet olim dicle nosire matris alumpno, fratre 
Willelmo Mellon ' de ordine Minorum admiracionis et turbacionis 
non injuate maleriam, non sine punccione nostre mentis attendimus, 
sed inviti pocius earn rcferimus cum dolore. Hie enim obedienciam 
filialem in obsequendis privilegiis et stanilis septus matris nostre 
verbis et gestibus promittebat ; qui eciam regni discurrendo provincias 
insana predicando disseruit, ac inter simplices et plebeios in plerisque 
locis per verba incircumcisa sediciose' docebat, prout fama publica, 
seu verius infamia, et fidedignorum lestimonia testantur', Quibua 
enormitatis excesaibus nos es pondere caritaiis obviare curantes, dictum 
fralrem Willelmum citatum personaliter et postea comparentem sen- 
tenciam, correccionia modo, in venerando Minorum consilio benigniter 
affabamur. Ubi quibusdam articulis objectis aibi dulciter. qui et sui 
reromiacionem ac debitum juramenti concernunt, ad tunc palam et 
libere decrelo et ordinacioni Universitatis nostre protinus in omnibus 
8e submisit. Et quia cOr nostrum dedimUS ob animanim salulem, 
ut quos dicius frater Willelmus prius incauto sertnone nube quadam 
dubielalis ' obvoiverat, nosire difRnicionis luculento tenure per veritatis 
viam solide duceremus, ipsum alias ad diem certum comparere 
mandavimus, deliberaciori conailio purgatam a nobis predicandi 
formulam recepturum ; que nee acrupulum ambiguitatia admiltat, 
nee aimplicibua oculia materia m ofTerat question is. Ipso tamen 
adveniente die, eciam ulterius lapsia mensibus el diebua, aepcdicius 
Willelmus proprie aalutia iramemor, licet graciosc ad multos lerminos 
exspeciatus, non° Sacramento per eum preatito aut aalutaribus sue 
matria monitis adquiescens, ad ipsius matris ignominiam, contra 
libertates ejusdem stabilitas per tempora, supra quod in evo nostro 
de quovis paiuit, in pemiciosum exemplum aliis rebellavit ; in qua 
rebellione, quam docent opera, usque in presens velut protervua et 
conlumax perseverat. Quibus omnibus pia con side ra clone pensatis, 
dominacionibus vestris voto supplicamus unanimi et ex idemptitate 
cordium humillime deprecamur, quatinus dictum nobis rebellem, qtu 
juramento recalcitrana in duricia sui cordis obdormit, coartare velitis 
n contemporary band, i 
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manu poiencie, ut ad obedienciam dcbitam et domicilium redeat sue 
maths ; ipsoruni iiaque poiesiaies agnoscet, quonim virtute staluta et 
privilegia nostra sunt condita, a Christiaiiissimis regibus approbata ; 
ue, quod absit. ipsonim violator et transgressor legum, latores legum 
et conditores per ilium haberi occaaionabit ' in despectum. In pre- 
missb vera Cancellarius et procurator noslri. latores presencium, 
vcridice noverunt dominaciones vestras prenobiles specialius infor- 
inare ; quibus favorem in agendia nostris et aurem credulam adhibere 
dignemini graciose. Et casdem vestras dominaciones darissimas 
ad suum bencplacitum et tocius regni mnnimen defendat et roboret 
Rex omnium triumphalor. Scriplum Oxonie in nosirt eongregacionis 
\domo'\ anno Domini miltesimo quadringentesimo vicesimo stptimn, 
irptimo dit Nmanliris. Huraillimi dominacionum vestranim oratores 
Cancellarius Universitatis Osoniensls cetusque imanimis magistiorum 
R^encium et non regencium in eadem. 



tZ^- Fol. II b. 

Testimonial letter for Master Henry Cheret. 1437. 

Umvehsis sancle matris ecclesic filiis, ad quos presentes littere 
pervenerini, Cancellarius Universitatis Oionie cetusque unanimis 
magistrorum in eadem regencium ', saluiera in Eo qui via Veritas 
est el vita. Tociens allisaime veritatis conspectui condignum cre- 
dimus offerre* libamen quociens virtutibus' precellenii et sciencia 
fidele perhibemus teslimonium digne iaudis: Hinc est quod noa 
super vita et conversacione honesta dilecti confratris noslri magisiri 
Henrici Cheret, in artibus magistri, omnes quorum interest cerciorare 
volentes, per has litieras nostras attestamur, quod idem magisier 
in dicta Universitate regenciam suam fine concludens votivo, lauda- 
iMliter sluduit et profecit*. adeo quod, quamdiu sua presencia ceium 
nostrum decoraverat, ilium nullo novimus crimine innodatum ; sed 
momm gravitate prefulgens maiura, Dei amorem et hominum im- 
maculati nominis litulo vendicavit. Ne igitur calumpniancium invidia 
aut bora maliciose capla ejus status alicui possit in dubium revocari, 
eidem magisiro super statu suo laudabili, ut omnibus plenius inno- 
tescal, has litieras testimoniales communi slgillo nostre Universitatis 
predicte fecimus consignari. Datum Oxonie in nosire congregadonit 
domo mnuis Marcii die Jecimo anno Domini miUenmo quadringenttiimo 
vifesimo sepiimo. 

' aiiaiienabilur MS. ' Omilleil in MS. ' in indent repeated in MS. 

' ^ff* MS. ' virtatii ib. ' firofiii ib. 
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Testimonial letter for Master Roger Dowme. ^ 

Univeksis sancle mains ecclesie filiis, ad quos presentes liCtere 
pervenerint, Thomas Chace, sacre iheologie professor, Caneellarius 
Universitatis Oxoniensis ceiusque unanimis inagisirorum regencium 
in eadem saluiem et pacem in Domino sempiternam. Quia vitc ei 
conversacionis honesle odorem suavissimum in nostro grege con- 
versancium ad Chrisli fidelium noticiam ardent er cupimus, ut 
debemus, sub testimonio laudabilt pervenire, nos dilecti confralri.'' 
noatri fratrig Rogeri Downe, ordinis Minonim ', aacre iheologie 
professoris, in dicta nostra Universiiate tnagistrali regentis honore 
predicts faculiaijs laudabiliier suum complentis officium, vivendi 
regulam in p)orib^5 et sciencia sufficienti itidicio cognoscenies, singulis 
onhodoxe malris ecclesie filiis per has nostras lilteras attestamur, 
quod suis exigi^niibus meritis ad sue laudabilis' conversacionis 
indicium per nos sibi meruit fiiiele testimonium perhiberi. Ne ergo 
caJumpnianeium invidia aut hora insidiancium maliciose captaia 
ejus status qualilercunque possit in dubiuni revocari, eidem confrairi 
nostro super statu suo laudabili et sue complecione rcgcncie has 
litieras lestimoniales slgillo communi nostre Universitatis fecimtis 
consignari. Dala Oxonit in nosirt congrrgaa'mis domo mensii Julii 
die nono, anno Domini milleiimo quadringenUsimo vicnimo oclavo. 



Acquittance of Oseney A^bey, 

NovEBiHT universi per presentes nos, magistros Johanncni Wygiym 
el Ricardum Bablhorpe, procuraiorea Univi-rsiiaiis Oxoniensis, 
recepisse et habuisae die confeccionis presencium de rcligiosis viris 
Abbaie et conventu Monaslerii de Osenea juxta Oxoniam viglnti et 
sex solidos octo denarios sterlingorum, pro quadam pensione de 
anno regni regis Henrici sexd sexto : De quibus quidem viginli el 
sex solidos et octo denarios, pro predicia annua pensione, falemur 
nos fore solutos ; et inJe predictos religiosos viros et eorum succes- 
sorcs acquietamus per presentes. In cujus rei testimonium sigillum 
commune Universitatis antedicte presentibus est appensum. Datum 
Oxonir in domo nosfre congregadonis qtrinto die Februarii anno regni 
regis Henrici sexti post conijueslum seplimo. 
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Acquittance of Eyssham Abbey. F 

NovEBjNT universi per presentes nos, magistros Johannem Wy- 
grym et Ricardum Babthori), procuratores Universitalis Oxoniensis, 
recepisse el habuisse die confeccionis presencium de religiosis viris 
Abbaie et conventu monasterii de Enseham, Lincolniensis diocesis, 
sexaginta et ocio solidos sterlingorum, pro quadam pensione, de anno 
regni regis Henrici sexti sexto : De quibus quidem sexaginta et octo 
solidis, pro predicta annua pensione, falemur nos fore solulos ; et 
inde prediclos religiosos viros el eorum successores acquieiamus per 
prcsenles. In cujus rei testimonium sigillum commune Universitalis 
antedicte presentibus est appensum. Datum Oxome in domo noslrt 
cangregacionis quinto die februarii anno regni regis Henrici sexti poii 
cm^uttlum septimo. 



40. 
To the Pope. 
Commending Master John Slokis. and soliciting promotion 






/»r Aw services. 

Saxctissiho in Christo pairi el domino, Domino Martino, divina 
pitnidencia sacrosancte Romano et universalis ecclesie summo 
Poniifici. 

Sanctissime pater, humillima et GUali recommendacione premissa, 
com devotisaimis leire osculis ante pedes. Immensa Dei patris 
Kapiencia, cuncta disponens salubria, ecclesie sue sancte saluberrime 
providil, dum lanium patrem digne vocari voluit 3d apostolatus 
culmina ; qui pius pater novit esite laborantlbus in studiis diuturnis. et, 
at in doctrine stadio doctores catholici, morum claritate conspicui, 
KJentificorum Trucluum ubertaie fecundi, espedicius currant, bravJum 
staiueret pro labore. Ideo vestre sanctitatis humillima ancilla, vestra 
Universitas Oxoniensis, firmissiroe credcns quod, si viscerosis precibus 
menlem sanctissimi patris pinguem ' tetigerit, fumigabit odorem 
bonum ; si verissimani Christi petram devotis percusserit peticionibus 
fluent aque gracie salutaris; exemplo igitur matris filiorum Zebedd 
resira Universitas Oxoniensis se exponit pro suo (jlio et karissimo 
confraire nosiro magistro Johanne Stokis, legum doetore, faraoso 
renim experiencia, excellenier insiructo, et in determinacione ecclesie 
Dei solidissime radicato. £a devocione q^a possumus supplicamus, 
qualinus sinceris matris precibus, pro filio digno deprecantis, aures 
I fingtiH MS. 
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sue clemencie benignius inclinet paler sanclissimus, eumque sic 
commendatum suscipere [di^etur] ', ut malris preces humiilitne cum 
effeclu profuisse senciat'; et fidelis servi industria congruis honoribus 
premietur. Vestram sanclissimara palemitatem diu et feliciier ad re- 
fugiuDi ccclesie et fidei conservet et protegal in humanis, cujus vicem 
geritis, unus Deus, Scripium Oxonie in nostrt congrtgaciimii domo 
Februarii die nona. Humillimi et devoti apostolice sanctitatis (ilii 
Cancellarius Universitalis Ozoniensis cetusque unammis tnagistronim 
regencium in eadem. J 



Decree of CongregatioQ '. ^ 

'The University will maintain the Chancellor, proctors, and other 
their oncers in defending their privilege, by resisting the mayor and hit 
mbordinates whenever they attempt to levy illegal taxes upon the vendors 
0/ provisions. And they will assist the Chancellor in raising moneyybr 
repair of the streets. 

Ukiversis Chrisii fidelibus, notum sit per presenles, quod, decimo 
nono die mensis Marcii, anno Domini millesimo quadringentesimo 
viccsimo octavo, in plena congregacione regencium Universitalis 
Oxonienais, ex unanimi assensu et consensu omnium doctorum singu- 
lorumque magistrorum ibidem, decretum erat quod, si contingat 
niagislrum Thomam Chace Cancellarium, procuratores aut aliquos 
alios magistros et servientes dicte Universitatis molestari seu quovis- 
modo gravari racione execucionis privilegiorum ejusdem Universitalis ; 
videlicet in resistendo Majori, ballivis seu aliis quibuscunque ser- 
vientibus ville Oxonie, extorquentibus seu capienlibus a venditoribus 
victualium, scilicet ostreorum, piscium, cuniculorum, ovonim el 
aliorum victualium infra libertates dicte ville, contra voluntalem dicte 
Universitatis, tolnetum vel stallagium, seu aliquod aliud genus ex- 
accionis illicile ; tunc dicta Universiias eosdem et eorum quemlibet 
defendet et defenders faciei ejusdem Universitalis sumptifaus et 
expensis. Item, predicta Universiias eosdem el eorum quemlibet 
defendet seu defendere faciet suis sumptibus, ut premitliiur, et expends, 
ab omni molestacione et gravamine racione execucionis privilegiorum 
predictorum in parochia Sancli Thome, et in ceteris subucbiis diclc 
ville ; videlicet arestando et incarcerando et in aliis ' faciendo pro pace, 

' The word dignttur omitled in MS. ' semiaHt MS. ' See Epist. 45- 

Also Ibe niemorandiim following EpisL 41 and the patent letter next succeeding 
it. Also the mtmorandum fol. ia a. * At head ot this article are written in 

the MS. in a difleient and later hand, the words, dtirttum, talntlum stallagium. 
' aliisijiu MS. 
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t dkla privilegia exigebunl'. Item, predicta Universilas predicto 
> Cancellario assisiel in levando ezpensas factas circa repara- 
cioii«s pavimentorura dicte ville, quousque sibi fuerit plenarie satia- 
factum. In cujus rei testimonium sigillum coiomune dictc Universitatia 
presentibus est appensom. Datum Cxonu in domo congregacionis dicle 
C'ltivtrsilalis die el anno superitu txpressalis. 



g 41. 

, To the Bishop of Durham. 

((*(■ tannni compUle the new schools, and knowing well your munificence, 
ttv confidently ask for assistance in this work for the advancement of 
learning, the confirmation of the true faith and the salvation of souls. 
Wt depute our Chancellor to wail upon you and explain fully our 
araamtama. 

Retzbekdissimo in Christo palri et domino. Domino Thome, Dei 
gracia Dunelmensi episcopo, nostro proteclori et domino singulari. 

Reverendissime in Christo pater et domine prestamtssime, quia 
Ruper es Spirilus clemencia septiformis, piis quoruradam cordibus 
fuerut celitas inspiratum ut, ad summi Regis honorem augmentumque 
Studii salutaris, scale universalea sacre theologie, quibus a primevo 
caniimus, durabili fabrica levareiiiur; nos quoque opus hujusmodi 
parcialiter inchoaium ad optatum finem ex nostris deducere non 
«%lemu3, veslre dominacioni predevote pro nostri defectus reievacione 
confidencius duximus supplicandum, quo nostris profundius radicatur 
in menlibus, quam graciose munifica manus vestra grata solebat 
egenlibus subsidia propinare; per hoc lenentes firmissime, certissime- 
qne speranles quod nostra supples peticio, que carilati consonat et 
muverBalem studencium profectum respicit, quorum semper extitistis 
singularis alumpnus, a lam libcrali devocione vacua non redibit ; 
presenim cum, inter cetera pietaiis opera, pulamus illud magis in 
saltjtem animarum redundare finaliter, quod ad ftilcimentum ortodoxe 
fidci scicnciequc cremenlum principalius se ex tend it. Quocirca 
prelibate dominacioni vestre devota precum libamina efTundimus, pia 
mcDte unanimiter suppiicantcs, quatinus ad tarn sacrl, tarn utilis, 
lamque necessarii opens incrementum liberales palmas veslras ex- 
lenderc dignemini graciose. Et, quia singula nostrum concemencia 

■gDCitun in hac parte, literali compendio claudere non valemua, 
e cause promocionem Canccllario nostro, magislro Thome Chace, 
' cxi^banl MS. 
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devocioni vestre commillimus dedarajidam ; cujus relaiibus aures 
favoris et credencie inclinare digneiur tanie dominacionis nobilitas 
predevota ; quam ad solamen pauperum ei fulcimentum ecclesie in 
prosperis per diutuma continuel fons el vitale principium omnium 
crealorum. Scriptum Oxinie in nosire (ongrtgacionu domo Maii die 
duoderimo. Oralores vestri Caiicellarius Universitatis Oxoniensis 
cetusque unanioiis magistrorum regencium in eadem. 



Declaration by Mayor, Aldermen, and Burgesses of 
Oxford'. 

The mayor, aldermen, recorder and other oncers of the city, bting 
tummoned. appear be/ore the Chancellor in Convocation ,- and in thtir 
presence, and in the preience of mailer Thsi. Bourgchiere, master Thot. 
Pole, and master William Scrape, sons of nobles, declare that neither 
they nor ariy other by their authority have ever, to their knowledge, made 
illegal exactions from the vendors of provisions. 

Memokandum, quod anao Domini millesimo quadringentesimo 
vicesimo octavo ', , . . in plena et solempni convocacione regencium 
et non-regencium Universilatis Oxoniensis in domo congregacignis, 
prout moris est, celebrata, vocaii Thomas Coventre, Major ville 
Oxonie. Willelmus Offord, Willelmus Herberfeld, aldermanni, Willel- 
mus ffrankelen, ballivus, Nicholaus' Norton recordator, Willelmus 
Goldesmyth, Hugo Bene[ el alii burgenses dicte ville coram magisiro 
Thoma Chace sacre theologie professore, Cancellario Universltaiis 
Oxoniensis predicle, et in presencia dicte solempnis convocacionis, ac 
in presencia nobilium filiorum dominorum, Thome Bourgchiere, et 
magistri Thome Pole, el WilleJmi Scrope, inibi existencium, per prc- 
dictum Cancellarium sub forma correccionis pie inierrogali, ex hoc 
quod tollenagia, quin veritis extorciones a communibus victualariis, 
Bive a vendenijbus viciualia, — puta osiria, ova, cuniculos, columbellas — 
extorquendo exigebani, in prejudicium regie Universilatis, in communis 
fori dispendium, in communitatis studencium iniquum detrimentum, et 
contra cursum consciencie regularis, dixerunt palam et puplice tunc 
ibidem quod nee ipsi nee eorum unus, aut aliquis alius per eos sen 
eorum nomine, lalia exigebani nee talia per antea, in. quantum eis 
coDstabat, per aliquem erant exacta. 



' Sm the Dtctet ef Congregalion, fol. i : 
' J/tr^oe/ margin R I 



' A blank space in Ihe MS. 



EPISTOLAE ACADEMICAE. 43 

Public nptificc^tion of preceding declaration. p^j ^^ ^ 



I4a9- 



Universis sancte matris ecclesie filiis, ad quos presentes littere 
pervenerint, Commissarius reverendi viri magistri Thome Chace sacre 
theologie professoris, Cancellarii Universitatis Oxoniensis, cetusque 
unanimis magistronim regencium in eadem, in £0 semper et feliciter 
vivere qui via Veritas est et vita. Cum nuperrime in solempni con- 
vocatione regencium et non-regencium predicte Universitatis vocatos 
Thomam Coventre, Majorem ville Oxoniensis, Willelmum OfFord, 
Willelmum Herberfeld, aldermannos, Willelmum ffrankelen ballivum, 
Nicholaum^ Norton, recordalorem, Willelmum Goldesmyth, Hugonem 
Benet, et alios burgenses ejusdem ville in domo congregacionis 
Universitatis predicte prefatus Cancellarius ibidem sub correccionis 
forma pie interrogaret, palam et puplice in presencia dicte solempnis 
convocacionis regencium et non-regencium, ac in presencia filiorum 
dominorum Thome Burgchiere, magistri Thome Poole et Willelmi 
Scrope inibi existencium, ex hoc quod tollenagia, quin verius extor- 
ciones, a communibus victualariis sive a vendentibus victualia, — puta 
ostrea, ova, cuniculos, columbellas, — extorquendo exigebant, in pre- 
judicium regie Universitatis, in communis fori dispendium, in com- 
munitatis studencium iniquum detrimentum, et contra cursum con- 
sciende regularis ; predicti quidem Major aldermannique burgenses et 
ceteri dixerunt, palam et puplice tunc ibidem, quod nee ipsi exigebant, 
nee eorum unus aut aliquis alius per eos, seu eorum nomine, talia 
exigebat, nee talia pro antea, in quantum eis constabat, per aliquem 
erant exacta. Quam quidem responsionem dominus Cancellarius 
fecit in scriptis redigi ad perpetuam rei memoriam, predicte Universi- 
tatis notabiliter in registro, Igitur venerabilibus reverenciis* vestris, 
quibus presentes exhibite fuerint, predicta singula unanimiter attestamur 
communi sub sigillo Universitatis predicte ad fidem et testimonium 
premissorum. Datum Oxonie in nostre Congregacionis domo decimo 
die Octobfis anno Domini millesimo quadringentesimo vicesimo nono. 

Audit of Chancellor's accounts ^ . 

A commission, appointed to audit the accounts of the Chancellor find 
that the University is largely in debt to him. 

Memorandum, quod ultimo die septembris anno Domini millesimo X43o« 
quadringentesimo tricesimo, facto pleno compoto Magistri Thome 

' Michaelem written over the line by a later hand. ' These words would 

leem to indicate that this epistle, though in form of a patent letter, was addressed 
to dignitaries of the Chnrch or soperiors of religions houses. ' This audit of 

Chancellor's acconnts and also the acquittances of guardians of the Gyldeford chest 
are naisplaced in the MS. and belong to the year 1430. 



44 



EPISTOLAE ACADEMICAE. 



Chace, Cancellarii Univereitalis Oxonie, coram magistris Johanne Klys, 
Reginaldo Marlyrderwa, docioribus, Johanne Manyn, Johanne Perchc, 
Michaele Trefgore, Roberto Pepyr, arcium magislria, auditoribus per 
dictam universitatem deputaiis, de certis accommodalis et expensis 
Tactis per ipsum Cancellarium pro dicia Universiiate ; parcellis e>- 
aminatis', compertum eral quod dicta Universilas debebal prerato 
Cancellario de quodam alio priori scripto, de dato uitimo die Januani 
ultimo predicto, quinquaginta et duas libras undecim solidos et 
undecim denarios. Item, pro aliis expensis ipaius Cancellarii et 
aliorura secum existendum citra festum nalale Domini, in certis 
viagiis et expensis magistri Georgii Redclyff, et pro datis attomatis et 
aliis de consilio Universitaiis ', de claro debebat die confeccionis pre- 
sencium prefato Cancellario quadraginta et octo libras tredecira solidos 
et octo denarios et obolum. Item, pro accommodalis citra quartum 
diem mensis Augusti, ad opus novarum scolarum, sedecim libras. 
Item, memorandum, quod in partem solucionis premissorum idem 
magister Thomas Cancellarius recepit de cista quinque clavium sex 
libras. Item, de gracia doctoris Carmelite [idem Cancellarius recepil]' 
quinque Ubras. In quorum omnium testimonium sigillum commune 
dicle Universiiaiis presenlibua est ap pen sum. Datum in domo 
congrtgadonis Universiiaiis predicle dit (I anno iupraJiciis. Item, 
memorandum, quod expense nuper facte pereundem Cancellarium pro 
predicts Universitate in quodam viagio versus partes Normandic noa 
computantur neque allocantur in premissis. 



42. 
To Cardinal Ursino. 



The greal favour you have ever shown to lias Universily emboldens at 
lo commend MasUr Roger Buikeley to your eminence, and lo request your 
inkreslfor Ihe furthering of his business al Rome. 

Reverendissimo in Chrislo patri et domino nostro Cardinal! Ursino. 

Reverendissime in Christo pater et domine, omnimodas reverencias 
lante patemilati debiias cum honore. Quia fidedigno ex relalu 
accepimus, quod vestre nobilitatis grata benignitas nostram Universi- 
tatem Oxonie tam sinceri cordis amplexatur in brachiis, ac si ipsam 

' Here follow (lint erased in the MS.) the ivorda nen compulaHs expemis nuftr 
faclii in quaiiam viagio versus paries Normandie pro ipsa univeratale. 
passage erssed as above (aolc % 1 h«c again occurs similarly erased. ' TheMifl 

wolds «re sapplied on the margin by a contemporary band in ilie MS, 
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a dignitatem escelsam a vestre juventuUs cunabulis scienciarutn 
cmn dulcore proprio lactasset es ubere ; in tantum quod pro nosuis 
ampliandis honoribus vestra mens pervigilal, lingua laborat, eETectus- 
que opens per signa multimoda manifestat, que vesire iniime graiitu- 
dinis flamma non cessat indies nostros extendere ad (ilios, el precipue 
gndnatos ; hinc est quod firme confidencie in present! nobis accrevit 
indicia, ut dicte Untveraitalis lilium confratremque nostruni, cans- 
■inium magistnim Rogenim Bulkeley, quem liberalium arcium in- 
agnivit preclara Tacultas, ac ejus negocia in curia felicius promovenda 
vestre consiantis dominacionis aspectui duximus presentandum, vestri 
favoris auxilium in hac parte instancius supplicando ; in nullo diffi- 
deotes quin diet! confratris nostri negocia felicem sorcientur effectum, 
id lanie celsitudinis progeniem nostris precibus humillimis noverimus 
benigniler inclinatam ; quam in ecclesia mililante ad sustentacionem 
fidei ortodose Christus feliciter conserve! ii 
prenuabit in celis. Scriplum Oxonit i 
WUntis Novembris dit vieesimo quarlo. 
Oxooien^ cetusquc unanimis roagisiroruti 



n terris ; Qui vos eternaliter 
r nosirt congrtgaa'onii domo 
Can cell arius Universitatis 
Q regencium in eadem. 



Acquittance of guardians of the Glldford Chest Fol. 13 b. 

NovKKiKT universi per presentes nos, Cancellarium et procuratorea 
cetumque unanimem regencium Universitatis Oxoniensia, recepisse 
clara raciocinia ciste de Gyldeford de magistro Johanne Arnold, pro 
to(o tempore custodie sue predicte ciste ; unde dictum magistrum 
Johannem ab ulieriori compoto racione predicte custodie absolvjmus 
per presentes sigillo nostro signatas. Datum in domo nosirt congnga- 
rionis, sexto die mensit Marcii, anno regni regis Henrici sex/t pod 
tonquatum notio. 

£t memorandum, quod eodem die sigillate fuerunt due alie ac- 
quieiancie in eisdem lenninis, mutatis tantum nominibus, videlicet 
magistro Waliero David et magistro Johanne Chestyrfeld, custodibus 

tAem ciste. 

To the Pope. Fol.i^ 

la ieM/o/Mas/cr Roger Bulkeley. 
in Cbristo patri et domino. Domino Martino, divina 1431 
providencia sacrosancte Romane ac universalis ecclesie summo 
PoDlifici. 
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Humillima filiali recomendai-ione premissa, pedum oscuU beatonim : 
Gloriosus Sponsus, uteri virginalis procedens de ihalamo, nuptam sibi 
ecclesiam connituit in alio, ut poiestaiis plenitudine univeraas Iran- 
scenderet orbis dignitales, sibique mundus obediat el palrem in terlis 
rccognoscat ' ac dominum, qui cunctis coosiiiuimr excelsior dux, rex 
ei pastor piissimus sui ' gregis. Tali namque patri cedit ad gloriam 
se ad subjectorum devoiisaima inclinare rogamina filiorum ; quia ex 
sacrosancto evangelice Iradicionis eloquio mulieretn Cananeam, clamore 
improbo pro filio obsecrantem, voium recolimua misericorditer im- 
pelrasse. Ipsius igilur exemplum ' Universitas Oxoniensis mater 
nostra, vestre aposiolice sanctitaiis ancilla humillima, pro filio suo 
confratreque nostra carissimo, Rogero Bulkeley, in anibus libcralibus 
magistro. preclaris virtutum gcmtnis multipliciter redimito. supplicat 
indefesse, quatinus pauculas vesire inuhifonnis gracie micas sub 
mensa vestre uberrime largiiatis eo amplius coUigere valeat, quo 
ipsum lam spaciosa terranim climata labonosls passibus duxerunt 
ad pedes : indubie confidentes quod veslram palemiiaiera sanctlssimam 
precum nobtrarum inslanciis sibi sentiet muttirarie graciosam ; quam 
in sublimi cathedra ajioslolice dignitatis diu feliciier ro^idere, et post 
hujus vile curricula inter sancios eierne beatitudinis antislites facial 
collocari Filius Virginis gloriose. Scriptum Oxonie in nosire eot- 
gregaeionis domo, mensis Nmembrit die vicisimn qtiarle. Cancellanus 
Universiiatis OxonienHs cetusquc unanimis magistrorum rcgenciurn 
in eadem. 



Salary of the suj;)eriiitendeat of the building of the new 
Divinity Schools. 

Forty thillings a year, a gown or money eijuivalml, four shillings 
a wtek wM'le living in Oxford, a house, foddir for ont horse and 
travelling expenses. 

Univeksis Christi fidelibus, presentes lilteras inspecturis, Cancellarius 
Universiiatia Oxoniensis ei eadem Universitas saluiem: Sciatis nos 
concessisae magistro Ricardo Wjnchecombe, lalhomo, unam pensio- 
nera quadraginla solidorum sierlingorum annuaiim soivendam, ad 
fesla S. Michaelis Archangeli et Pasche, per equales porciones, quam- 
diu ipse steierit el intenderit ad su!>orvidendum opus novarum scolarum 
theologie in dicia Universilale ; cl unam logam de liberata generoso- 
rum quolibel anno, vel tredccim solidos et quaiuor denarios pro 



' Supply imilala, Ihctt 
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ac qualibet septiraana, cum presens ad opus ibidem fueril, ■ 
qutuor solidos sierlingorum pro stipendio suo. Et dictus magister 
Ricardus habebit unum mansum competens pro se et suia consortibua, 
el fenum sufficiens pro uno equo, cum idem Ricardus presens fuerit 
ad dictum opus, Bumptibus dicie Un i vers Ua lis ; et habebit eciam 
raiionabiies espensas, quocies missus fueril in negociis dicte Universi- 
taiis. In cujus rei testimonium has licteras nostras fieri fecimus 
patentes. Dala Oxonit in nosire congregacionis domo, guarlo die 
AugvitianTU regni regit Htnrici sexU post conqwstum octavo^. 



^ 44- 

^P To the King and his Council. Fol. t^ b. 

We fray that, as defenders of the church and cUrgy and of the 
prh'iUges of thii University, you will take measures to secure us in oar 
lawful rights, and especially in that of being sole judges in cases arising 
mlhin the precinct of the University, with power to imprison persons 
convicted of violence, ifc. We depute our Chancellor to explain our case 
in person. 

Sesbkissimo Principi Henrico, Dei gracia regi Anglie et Francie et 1439. 
domino Hibemie, regiique consilii dominis illualHsjimis, reipublice 
et devoii aui cleri nobilissimis protectoribus. 

Screnissimo et Chrislianissimo nostro principi, illustrissimisque 
dominis de ejus glorioso consilio hiimitlima regie celsitudinis oratrix 
Oxoniensis Universitas, in prosperia sic negocia regni terreni dis- 
poncre, ut angclorum consiiiis valeant in celo conjungi. Serenissirae 
princeps, jam in veatri incHtissimi progenitoris solio ut Justus sedens 
judex, illusirissimique domini, quos magnifice insignivit divine spiritus 
sapiencie, — quoniam inter gloriosas reipublice curas, quas pcrpeii 
cogitacione, auxiliante Domino, revolvitis ' corde veslro, — confidenler 
tenemus quod magnus consilii angelus celsitudines vestras firmissimum 
pofiuil pro ecclesia sua murum, inexpugnabilcs pro fide turres, pro 
dero clipcos, el fonissimoa defensores. Cum, ad stabile et perpeluum 
fidei cierique augmenium. Universitas prelibata per gracioaa privllegia 
rcftie celsitudinis, diversis temporum intersticiis, ad permaneniem 
Uudencium quieiem, nobililer extitit decorata, ut Mudeiitea conlinuata 
quiete in fortes ecclesie columpnas regis el regni, suis in dandis con- 
ti]iis poterinl excrevisse; in lantum quod dicle Univeraitatis Cancet- 
larius conviclas pro maleficiis {lerson.is possil incarcerare, et si minus 



' Tbis ailicle seeini 1 
VUefbl. 17 b, where iii 



be dated wioo^ly ; 
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juste, quod absit, incarceranlur, nee eo pretextu debeat ilia causa 
coram allquo regis jusliciario, vel judice qualicumque, trahi ad extra ; 
ne ex vcrsipelli perversorum malicia, per mentamenta ficticia alia quam 
plurima subdoleque fabricata coromenia, in dicie Univerailatis et renini 
suanim dampnosa dispendia, eadem finaliter compellalur ' succumbere, 
et smdens inibi derus a legendo et disputando sub bren desistere. 
— Igilur celsicudinem tanli regis lanlorumque dominorum suorum 
circumspeclam prudenciam, sagacissime policie laudum litulis claris- 
siine redimitam, spiriiu cum prosirato unanimiter compulsamus ; sup- 
plicantes humiliier et devoie, quatinus ad dicte Universitads privilegia 
et antiquas ac solitas ejusdem consuetudincs, in nostri studii quielem 
et cleri Anglicani succursum, graciosarum dominacionum vestrarum 
manus dignemini prolectrices apponere; in quibus per regie celsi- 
tudinis majestatem a primevo semper et inconcusse actenus fuimus 
communiti ; et precipue quoad illud privilegium, omnino necessarium 
Universitati, de quibuscunque im prise namenlis ut predicitur * ; ne ob 
hujusmodi arrepcionem dicta Universitas ad exterminium et cessa- 
cionem finaliter deducatur. Et, ne epistolaris sermo redderetur ex- 
lensior, nee pretermissi aliquid nostre peticionis \ideretur ', nostri 

Inegocii causam in liac parte per magisinim Thomam Chace nostrum 
Cancellarium serenitaiibus vestris exponendam commisimua; quern, 
una cum dicendis ab co vice nostra, votivis affcctibus exoramus in 
visceribus caritatis acceptare dignemini graciose ; ad regie serenitatis 
honorem felicemque regnorum ejus requiem. In felicitate conlinua 
floreat, quesumus, et rex noster et gloriosus ac magnilicus cetus 
veater. Scripium Oxonie in nostra congregacionis dome, pmultima dii 
Novtmbris. 
Regie serenitatis et sui gloriosi consilii oratores perpetui Universitas 
Oxoniensis cetusque unanimis magistrorum regencium in eadem. 
1439. 
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A Public caution against Slander. 



The caust of the Univer, 
s vote of convoca 
peace with our neigkboun 



'{y was commilird In Ihe Chancellor Shtreof hy 
'ion ; and we hereby declare that we live in 
of Ihe lawn and pursue our studies wilhoul 



Univirsis sancte matris ecclesle fitiis, ad quos presentes littere 
pervenerinC, Commissarius reverendi viri magistri Thome Chace, sacre 



wtpellaniur MS. 



' Prtdice 
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iheoloRie professoris, Cancellarii Universiiatis Oxoniensis, cetusque 
ananimis magistromin regencium in eadem, in Doniinuni nosirum 
Dcttm et feliciler vivere, et fidem credulam preseiitibus adhibcre. Ne 
besitationis viciiun, sinistram per emulonim assercionem, quin verius 
malivolam per suggest! onem, orialur aliquibus de prosecucione nostre 
cause, nosire Universiiatis privilegia concernenlis ; unanimi nostre Uni- 
v«rsitaiis ex volo cordiali pariier et assensu, predicto venerabili viro 
magistro Thome Chace nostro Cancellario commisse ; et ne oblo- 
quencium perniciosa contagies de tranquilla nostre Universitaiis pace 
opiDJonis perverse errorem generet in populo ; venerabilibus revcrenciis 
veslris, quibus presentes exbibiie fuerint, unanimiter attestamur, quod 
dicto nostro Cancellario prefalam causam nostram prosequendam 
unanimi consensu et assensu nostre Universiiaiis commisimus uno 
corde. Et quantum ad quielam pacis observanciam indubitala fide 
asserimus, quod, nee inter nos neque ex parte nostra, villanis vicinis 
Dostris aliisve forinsecb ulla pacis infertur violacio, sed tota nostra 
Univereitas pacis pulchriludine suo floret in studio: glorificaius sit 
pads Auctor rcsidens in excelsis ! In cujus rei testimonium sigillum 
nostnun commune presentibus duximus apponendum, in fidem et 
tcBtinionium premissorum. Datum Oxonie in nnitre congregacionis 
demo uxlo die Duembris anno Domini milhsimo quadringentesinio 
vkaimo nono. 

^^ Acquittance of W. Russell. Pol. 15 a 

^^H Comtnulaliim for feast at inceplion. Ten pounds received. 
^^pFovEBiKT universi per presentes, nos, Thomam Chace, Cancellarium 1499. 
Dldverutaiia Oxoniensis, Kicardum Bapthorpe et Johannem Kyng, 
pixxniratores cjusdem Universitaiis, recepisse et habuisse in die con- 
feccionis presenciuni de Tratre Willelmo Russell, ordinis Auguslinen- 
vxaa, pre manibus, decern Hbras sterlingorum, virtute cujusdam gracie 
sibi concesse de commutacione convivii debiti in die incepcionis sue ; 
Dc quibus quidem decern libris falemur nos nomine dicte Universitaiis 
fore solutos, dictumque fratrenn Willelmum inde quietum per presentes. 
In cujus rei testimonium sigillum commune dicte Universitaiis pre- 
sentibus est appensum. Datum Oxonie in nosire congregadonis domo, 
die Februarii anno rrgni regis Henrici sexti post eonguestum 



W^ 



Audit of accounts of Dr. Chace. 



Meuoraniium, quod ultimo die mensis Januarii, anno Domini mille- 
simo quadringentesimo vicesimo nono, secundum cursum et computa- 
aooem ecclesie Anglicane, facto pleno compoto magistri Thome 
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Chace, theolngie professoris, Cancellarii Universitalis Oxoniensis, coram 
magislris Willelmo Prenlis, Thoma Southam, Reginaldo Martirderwa, 
docioribus in iheologia, jure canonico et civili ; Simone Roo, Willelmo 
Nilhgingall eC Willelmo £asset. arcium magistris, auditoribus per dictam 
Univereitatem ad hoc specialjler deputatis ; de certis accommodaiis e[ 
expensis faclis per ipsum Cancellarium pro pretlicta Universitaie, com- 
pertum erat, parcellis examinatis per dictos audilores, quod ipsa Uni- 
veraiias de claro lenebaiur prefalo magislro Thome in quinquaginia et 
duabus libris sterlingonim undecim solidis et undecim denariis. In 
cujus rei leslimonium sigilium commune dicle Universitalis presenlibus 
apponitur, die et anno Domini supradiclis. 

Acknowledgement of a debt by Dr. Chace. 

No^'ZRiNT universi per presentes, me, Thoraam Chace, clericura, teoeri 
et firmiler obligari Ricardo Babthorpe [et Johanni Kyng'] clericis, 
procutatoribus Universitatis Oxoniensis, in decern libris slerlingorum, 
solvendis eisdem Ricardo [et Johanni 'J vel eorum alteri vel eorum 
aitornalis sen deputalis suis, in festo S. IMatlhei aposioli proxime 
futuro, ad [quam quiilem '] solucionem bene el fideliier faciendam 



46. 



i. To the Pope'. 

Mailer Thomas Bromis. a truly Icarnid and vi'rluous man, a tealtmt 
opponent oflht Lollards, has been duly elected to be Bishop of Chichester ; 
King, Lords and commons heartily approve the choice. We humbly 
entreat your holiness to confirm Ike same. 

Sakctissimo in Christo pairi et domino, Domino Martino, divina 
providencia sacrosancle ac universalis ecclesie summo Pontifici. 

Bealissime pater, soHla et 61iali reeomraendacione premissa, cum 
devotissimis lerre osculis ante pedes. Ubilibet orbi lerrarum militantis 
ecclesie licet Kummi pasioris cura singulis se patent * graciosam, illos 
lamen specialius ad exaudicionis graciam solet, UE condecet, ad- 
railiere, qui sui et sacrosancle sponse sue ecclesie noscuntur peculiares 
el fenidi zelalores. Hinc humillima apostolice celsiludinis filia, Uni- 
vereiias Oxoniensis maler nostra, se humiliter exponens pro precaris- 

' The words iocloied in brockels, cblitcraled in MS., are inppliwi from pre- 
ceding uticte. * Tbit memorandupi is imperfect, and his been crossed od( la 
the MS. ' Thit epistle (o the Pope is ;iis i« commonly the cue) crobsed oal 
ia the MS. ' ^ould btpraeteai. 
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smo filio suo, confratre nosiro et maiernis uboribus propriis iiobi- 
lisstme laciato, magistro Thoma Bromis, utriusciue juris doclore diser- 
dsaiiDO, lugubris ecclesie Ciceslrent.is concanonico' — quern concora 
viitutuiR caterva muliiformiler predicat redimilum, quern atfate Ckes- 
irenis ecclesie, ut a fide dignis accepimus, caiionice celebrala eleccio, 
at incxpugnabilem ecclesie et fidei pugitem contra hereiicos versi- 
pellesque Lollardos sepissime approbaium, nominavit canonice in 
p&siorem — supplicat humlllime et devote, quatinus viruni tarn magne 
probitatis et sdencie exeellencia preditum. in regendis ecclesie rebus 
notorie idoneum, aurigamque currua Israel et humilem Bcdsaide pis- 
catorem ; — quem Ille novit erigi dignum quem non fallit eleccio, ' qui 
corda scrutatur et renes ' ; quem eciam non solum peculiaris eligentis 
populi, sed eciam serenissimi tlomini nosiri regis, procerum et com- 
Dumitatis ejusdem opcio precordialis atfectat dicle viduale ecclesie 
eligi in paslnrem— cum dicta eleccione commendaium suscipere et 
con£nnare dignelur apostolica selsiiudo : tenenies firmissime, quod 
cum dictus egregius doctor, sub archipresule Caniuariensi in minoribus 
agens officiis, contra sevos ecclesie el fidei inimicos nobiliter dimica- 
verit, si super gregis dominici speculam fuerit constitutus ', ut iuminans 
in ctemum columpna ecclesiam sponsam proteget a ruina ; ad tini- 
vcrsalis ecclesie Iranquillum regimen. Frecessam ' sanctitatem vesiram 
in bumanis conwrvet feliciter, cujus vicem geritis, Deits unus, Scriplum 
Oxonii in noslre congregacionis domo mensis Februarii die quarlo. 
Homillima sanctitatis vestre filia et oratrix specialis Universiias 
Oioniensis celusque unanimis regencium in eadetn. 



Acquittance of Oseney Abbey. 

'atkat universis per prcsenies, nos, Magisiros Ricardum Babtliorp 
ct Johannem Kj-nge, procuratores Universitatis Oxoniensis, recepisse 
de religiosia viris Abbaie et conventu de Osenej' Lincolniensis diocesis, 
doas marcas pro quadam pensione, de anno regni regis Henrici aexti 
septimo: De quibus duabus marcis, pro predicta annua pensione, 
blemor nos fore aoluios, el inde predicios religiosos viros acqiiietamus 
per presenies : In cujus rei testimonium sigillum commune Universi- 
tatis antedicte est appensum. Datum in domo noslre congregacionis 
upiimodtcimo die Februarii, anno regni regis Henrici sexlt post eon- 
fualMm Anglie octavo. 
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Acquittance of Eynsham Abbey. 
Patkat universis per presentes, nos, Magistros R. Babthorp et 
Joh, KjTge, procuratores Universitatis Osoniensis, recepisse de re- 
ligioais viris Abbate et conventu monasierii de ' Eynsham Lincolniensis 
diocesis, tres libras octo solidos, pro quadam pensione de anno regni 
regis Henrici seiti septimo : De quibus tribus Jibris el octo solidis pro 
predicta annua pensione fatemur nos fore solutos, et inde predictos 
religiosos viros acquietamus per presentes : In cujus rei tesiimonium 
sigillum commune Universilalis antedicie presenlibus est appensum. 
Datum in domo noslre congrtgacionis quinlodecitno die FebruarH anno 
regni rrgis Henrici sexti Octavo. 



Fol. i6a. Acquittance of Abbot of Abingdon for part of contribution 
to Theology-School. 
H30- NovEpiNT universi per presentes, nos, Thomam Chace, Cancel- 

iarium Untversitalis Oxoniensis, et procuraiores ejusdem recepisse et 
habuisse die confeccionis presencJum, vice et nomine Universitatis 
predicie, de venerabili patre, domino Radulpho Abbate Abyndoniensi, 
viginti raarcas sterlingorum ; in partem solucionis centum librarum 
nuper concessarum eidem Universitati, ad opus novarum scolarum 
iheologie in eadem, de sancta religione ordinis Benedicti in ultimo suo 
generali capitulo apud Northamplone celebrato : De quibus quidem 
viginti marcis, ut predicilur, fatemur nos nomine dicte Universitatis 
fore sdIuios per presentes. In cujus rci testimonium sigillum commune 
dicle Universitatis presentibus esl appensum. Datum in domo nostra 
eapilulari Oxonie ultimo die Aprilis anno regni regis Henrici sexti 
eongueilum oetavo. 



Acquittance of Abbot of S. Alban's for part of 
contribution to the same purpose. 



NovERiKT universi per presenles, nos, Thomam Chace, Cancel- 
larium Universilatia Oxoniensis, el procuratores ejusdem recepisse et 
habuisse in die confeccionis presencium, vice et nomine Universilatia 
predicte, de venerabili patre Johanne Whethampstede, sacre iheologie 
professore, Abbale monasterii S. Albani, viginii marcas sterlingorum, 
in partem solucionis centum librarum, nuper concessarum eidem Uni- 
versitati ad opus novarum scolarum iheologie in eadem, de sancta 
reiigione nigrorum monachorum ordinis S. Benedicti in uliirao suo 

' u!; repeated ill MS. 
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rali capilulo apud Norihamptone celebrato : De quibus quidem 
v^nti rnarcis, ut predicitur, fatemur nos, nomine liicte Universitatis, 
fore solulos per prosentes: In cujus rei leslimoniuni pigillum corn- 
mnne dicie Universitatis presentibus esl appensum. Datum Oxonie 
ni iomo noilre eongrega/ionis, Urciodecimo die menu's Mali anno regni 
regis Henrici sexli poll conqiusfum octavo. 



Another similar acquittance. 
Memorakdiim quod eodem die fuerit alia acquieiancia sigillai 



K 47. 

■ To the Duke of Bedford. Fol.i6b. 

" Uittory shows tliai military power needs to be directed by wisdom, and 
Ihat in those slates, vi/urein the liberal sciences have been fostered, arms 
hav* been successful. We feel that your life and conduci are guided by 
liii truth ; for, in Ihe multitude of your cares and labours both civil and 
mililary, you have by your munificent gifts stimulated the pursuit of 
harttmg in this place. We send our Chancellor to explain In you how 
eur privileges are threatened, and to receive instructions as to what you 
would have us do. 

S£«ENissi«o principi duci Bedfordie', domino nostro graciosissimo H30' 
ct singularissimo proteclori. 

Screnissime princeps, milicie decor, fidei atque cleri validissime 
defensator ; inter cetera per que regnorum el principum eriguntur 
preconia, ac subditorum consulitur commoUis et quieii, illud videiur 
attcnta consideracione precipuum, ut in ipsorum regitnine potencia et 
sapicncia, que de fluvio liberals' sciencie potissime derivantur, sua 
communicent oflicia ct muiuo se supportenl. Nam potestas militaris, 
nisi fueril per sapienciam regulala, de facili devial, et, velut navis sine 
gnbemaculo procellis exposiia, cito peril; el visum esl communiler, 
lestantibus cronicis, quod, ubi sludium scienciarum liberatium plus 
invalnil, illic floruit eminencius millcia secularis; el, abcedente bujus- 
niodi studio, milicie strenuitas est secuta. Illud firraissime credimus 
innate sublimitati vesire com emp lac ion is infixum, isliusque ' con- 
sideracione provida utrobique disponi feiiciter actus vestros, quod 
wlebritCT orbi fama personuit et quotidiana veslra in opere con- 



' BtfardiAS. ' tileralis ib. 



II quod, corrected Id HS. 
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testantur. Nam que strenua rnanus celsicudinis vegire polenter 
aggrediiur vesire temperameuto sapicnde equissime moderaniur, et 
que vestre mentis acies circumspecie fienda proposuit vestro vtgoris 
brachio fortiler coiiducitis in effectiim. Hec sane nos oratores veslri 
conlinui in nosiris propriis veraciler ex[>erimur ; dum, inter labores 
immensos regcncie vestre et curas milicie secularis, vestra dignabatur 
nobilitas nos ad fervorem studii, liberalibus scienciis evocalis ad luccm, 
vestris graciosissimis iitteris et alkctivis numeris ' invjtare : pro quibus 
Spiritu cum prostrate ofTerimus gracias, supplicantes intimius * ut 
vobis digna merces a Domino sit in celis. Et, quia putamus com- 
modius illis, quibus in longo respondere jussistis, viva voce sulisfacere 
quam compendio litterali, misimus providum virum, oratorem vesinun, 
Cancellarium nostrum magistrum Thomam Chace, nostrum specialem 
nuncium in presenii, qui vestre dominacioni, spe consolacionis habende, 
quantas per impugnacionem privilegiorum nostromm angustias pacimur, 
qualis eciam sit status omnium que per nos fieri voluisiis, seriatim et 
lucide declarabit; cui, in dicendis pro parte nostra, favorem et fidem 
adhibere dlgneiur graciosa vestra sereniias prelibaia ; quam Deus, ad 
regnonim clerique solacium, longevet in prosperis, et post vie miliciam 
facial cum superis triumphare. Datum Oxome, quarto die Augustit 
^c. Sereni talis vestre oratores humillimi studenles Universitatis 
Oxoniensis. 



To the Bishop of Bath and Wells. ^ 

We pray that you will use the power committed to your charge in 
defending Iht privileges by which Ike University, as the vineyard of the 
Lord, is hedged about, and which our enemies are ever striving to 
destroy. Our Chancellor will in person explain more fully our circum- 
stances, which can be ill expressed in the short compass of a Idler. 

Rrveres'dissiho in Christo patri et domino, domino Johannl, Dei 
gracia episcopo Wellensi et Bathonicnsi, protectori nosiro et domino 
singulari. 

Reverendissimc in Christo pater et domine, afBiccionis nostre 
solacium et spes firma, Fontalis gracie plenitudo, secundum men- 
Buram donacionis Christi, sublimiores patres ecclesie sue tesauro 
potencie fecundavit, ut orlum dominicum excolcnies eorum communid 
presidiis liberius valiant eterne legis dispergere semina, et celestes 

' One would expect muMeriiui, bat tbe abbieTlatitHi ased doa not vinanl it. 
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ntuias sd fnictus dirigere spiritales. £C licet recundd maier nostra 
Universitas Oxoniensis, Velut ager fertilis ad Truclus fidei suos late per 
orfaem etniserit palmites speciosos, sepe tamen pessime ramiliares 
etnuli semper nobis infesli hanc viniam Domini, pJurimis et amiquis 
prtvilegiis circumseptam, per astutam impugnacionem eorumdem 
ne&iie salagani demoliri. Nos igitur, oralores vcstri, nequienles cum 
progressu pacitico sludii tot procellosis adversariomm turbinibus 
obviare. ad vestrum paiemalem subsidium, sub cujus aiis respirare 
putamus. conlidenter recurrimus una mente. £t quia dominacionem 
vesliam de singulis que timemus Juxta votam nostrum non sufficimus 
inSbrmare ang^stia litterali, providum virum magi strum Thorn am 
Chace, Universitatis nosire Cancellarium, ad exponendam iniencionem 
nostrain vive vocis oraculo unanimes direximiis in present!, cui creden- ' 
dam singulis in dicendis et favorem benivolum in nostris promovendis 
adbibere velit vestra paternitas graciosa ; quam ad cultum sui nomints 
loogevet in terris vere viie principium Deus ipse. Scripiam Oxonie 

frto die Augusti, ^c. Vestre paternitatis oratores humiliimi studentes 
versitatis Oxoniensis. 
A«. 



49- 

To the Bishop of Ely. 

■nilar leller lo the preceding was sent to the Bishop of Ely. 



Memdran'DUU, quod eodem die quo sigillata Tuit littera immediate 
precedens fuit alia littera sigiUata, mittenda domino Philippe episcopo 
EHcnsi, que in omnibus lerminis concordabat cum littera immediate 
precedenti, muiata solum superscripcione, que fuit hec ; ' Reveren- 
dissirno in Chrlsto patri et domino, domino Philippo Del gracia 
episcopo Eliensi, protectori nostro et domino singulari.' 



50. 

To the Bishop of Diu-ham. FoL 17 a 

ter thank you from our innermost heart for your generous contribution 
^ fund for building our new schools of theology. We hope you will 
t lo be gracious lo your humble petitioners and that God will 
irdyou. The bearer hereof. Master lliomas Eland, may be entirely 



Bevekekdissiko in Christo patri et domino, domino Thome Dei I430- 
a episcopo Dunelmensi, nostro graciosissimo protectori. 
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Revei endissimt- in Christo pater et domine, semper nobis promcis&ime 
consolalor ; nuper ex veslre devocionis gracia speciali ad constme- 
cionem et fabricam nostrarum scoiarum communium, que Dei ad 
honorem, matris noslre ad decorem, et studencium in eadem omnium 
commodum se extendunt, de lesauris vestris per manus Cancellarii 
noBtri, magisiri Thome Chace, nolabilem summam pecunie largissinie 
contulistis. Pro quibus omnibus affeetibus vicerosis preconia gracta- 
rum unanimi cum consensu teferimus, humillime supplicanlea quatinus 
penes iiiatrem noslram solita vestra gracia pro ftiluris Cemporibus 
perseveret ; et confratri nostro, filio veslro, magislro Thome Eland, 
portitori preseocium, credenciam in dicendis adhibere ve!it veslre 
dominacionis benignitas consueta ; quam salvo ducat Altissimus per 
hujus vile stadium, quo possilis in fine percipere brarium gloriosura. 
Scriptum Oxonic quarto die Augusli, ^■c. 

Veslre paiernitatis oralores humillimt Cancellarius Universitalis 
Oxoniensis celusque unanimis magistrorum regencium in eadem, 4c. 
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To the Earl of Warwick. 

Our entmies (onljimally attack our privileges. The p/acc and quietness 
necessary for study, and to srcure which those privileges were granled, 
are so disturbed thai learning must perish if we are not succoured. 

Magnifico principi Comiti Warwyci, domino noslro singulari et 
graciosissimo protectori, 

Magnifice princeps, miUcie decor, fidej atque cleri validissime 
defensator; inter setera per que regnorum el principum erigunlur 
preconia ac subditorum consuliiur commodis el quieli, illud videtur 
atienta consideracione precipuum, ul in ipsonim regimine potencJa et 
sapiencia, que de fluvio littcralis scienciac potissime derivanlur, sua 
communiceni officia et mutuo se supportent. Nam potesias militaris, 
nisi fueril per sapienciam regidata, de facili deviat, et, velut na«s sine 
gubernaculo procelUs exposita, cito peril. Et visum est communiter 
testaniibus cronicis, quod ubi studium scienciarum liberalium plus 
invaluit illuc floruit eminencius milicia seeularis, el, abcedenie hujus- 
modi studio, miliciae sirenuitas est secuta. Istud firmissime credimus 
innate sublimitati veslre contemplacionis infixum, isliusque considera- 
cione provida ulrobique disponi feliciter actus vostros. Nam que 
suenua manus celcitudinis vestre polenler aggreditur, equissime 
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Mnperamenio vesire sapiencie moderantur; el que vestre probata 
mcDtU acies circumspecle fienda prospjclt vestro vigoris brachio 
conducitis fortiter in efFectum. Sane cum nos oraiores vestri coniinue, 
ei percelebri vesiri fama, noverimus evidenter strenuilatem vestram 
ttmperari' sciencia, ut e contra scuto vesire potencie defeusetur; nos- 
qne dicti oratores vesiri, consludenles Universitaiis Oxoniensis, per 
impugnacionem privilegionitn noslronim, que ad augmentum scicncie 
principutn nobilitas slatuit atque potetiter hucusque derendit, (ania 
paciamur cmulis ac per eorum asiucias lam graviter conturbemur, 
quod propter inquleludmem mencium inter nos verisimiliter deperibit 
sdenda, si non celerius per oporiuna remedia succurraiur ; ad vestre 
proieccionis clipeum spe consolacionis habeiide prostrati confugimus, 
udo corde humillime deprecantes, quaienus exponenda pro parte 
nostra nobililali vestre per honorandum virum magistrum Thomam 
Chace. Cancellarium nostrum, cordi graciose reponere, et eidem ' in 
dicendis favorem el (idem annuere vestra veiit nobilitas prelibata ; cui 
post iropheum transiiure miliciae coronam Deus giorie iribuat in 
sapernis. Datum Oxoni'e quarto die Augjisli. Nobilitatis vestre 
oratores humillimi siudenles Universi talis Oxoniensis. 

E'nowing thai you are ever ready to feel for the ajjikkd, we implore 
aid. Wt have suffered long and can endure no more. In come- 
furnee of ihr pmisleni furseeulion of our enemies the number of our 
members, onte so great, daily dwindles. The University, formerly like 
a queen among nations, is now as it were subject to tribute, and like 
a widow bereft of her sons. We see no hope of a remedy except in your 
all potrtrful infittence. 



52- 
To the Cardinal Bishop of Winchester. 






RcvBBENDissjMo in Christo patri et domino, domino Henrico, Dei i430- 
la tilnlt S. Eusebii Cardinaji &c., ac episcopo Wynloniensi, noslro 
irissimo prolectori. 
Reverend issi me in Chrislo pater et domine, singuliris alutnpne 
studii fideique protector ; longa satis et plusquam satis alienuacione 
consumpti diucius suslinere non valemus refugio desiituti, si non pre- 
nobiljs ci circumspecia clemencia vestra, que semper consuevit afflictis 
compali, benignc per oporiuna remedia nos supporiel. Nam vestre 

' Itmptrare MS. ' idem ib. 
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dommacionis ancilh Universiias mater nostra, quondam scientifice 
proUs innumerosiiate fecunda. jam lacessiia nimium ob illatas injurias 
lendit passu cotidiano, pro dolor, ad occasum ; et que prius domina 
gencium, scienciarum expandens ubera filios in leliiia sui \-uItua lactarc 
solebat, specie privilegioruin suorum obfuscala, per emulos desolata 
solacio, in Irisiicia residel, ul lugubris vidua sub iributo. Nee contra 
premissa discrimina posse nos credimus adipisci medelam, nisi per 
SUpereffluentem graciam doniinacionis vesire, ad qtiam velut ultimatum 
refugium prostrati recurrimus una mente ; el quia singula, que precelsi 
dominacioni vestre expanders cupimus, litlerali subcompendio claudere 
non valemus, honorandum virum magistrum Tliomam Chacc, Can- 
cellarium nostrum, eidem dominacioni nostrum specialem nuncium 
ordinavimus in presenti ; cui in dicendis pro parte nostra Tavorem et 
atidienciam credulam adhibere digneiur eadem dominacio prenobilis 
graciosa : quam utinam, ad tuicionem fidei regnorum et deri semper 
Deus felicitct in agendis. Scripium Oxenie quarto die Augusli. 

Revere ndissime paternitatis vestre oratores humillimi studentes 
Universitatis Oxoniensis. 



Remuneration of the stonemasoD, Master Richard 
Wynchecombe. 

Universis Cbristi (idelibus, presentes lilteras inspeciuris, Cancellarius 
Universitatis Oxoniensis ac eadem Universiias salutera. Sciatis nos 
concessisse magisiro Ricardo W)-nchecombe,lathomo,unam pensionem 
quadraginta solidorum sterlingorum, annuatim solvendorum ad festa 
S, Michaelis Archangeli et Pasche per equaies porciones, quamdiu 
ipse steteril et intenderit ad supervidendum opus novarum scolarum 
theologie in dicta Universilaie ; et unam togam de liberata generosorum 
quolibet anno, vel tredecim solidos et quatuor denarios pro eadem ; ac 
pro vadiis suis quaJibet septimana, cum presens ad opus ibidem fuerit, 
quatuor solidos : et dicius magister Ricardus habebit unum mansum 
competens, pro se et suis consortibus, sumptibus dicte Universitatis, et 
habebit eciam racionabiles expensas quociens missus roerit in negociis 
dicte Universitatis. In cujus rei testimonium has nostras litteras fieri 
fecimtis palentes. Datum in nostre congregacionis domo, quarto die 
August!, anno regni regis Henrici texti post eonqueslum octavo. 
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Pasrment of debt to Master Thomas Chace, the 
Chancellor. 

^The debt lo tht Chamellor shall bi uncharged out nf Ikt sums paid /or 
graetty as to onr half of the said sums, tht other half shall be applied to 
Ike building nf the neiv theological sthool. 

Memokaniium, quod vicesimo die meiisis Marcii anno Domini 
nullesiiDo quadrinpentesimo tricesimo, vigind libre levande de gracia 
domini Johannis Siokes monachi, &c., si contingat ipsum incipere, 
trant congregacione regencium assignate magistro Thome Chacc 
Cancellario, in partem solucionis debitorum Universitatis. Item, sexto 
die Julii anno supradiclo, ordinavii eadem Universitas in congregacione 
regencium quod omnes alie pecunie levande dc graciis forent dividende 
in equas porciones, ita videlicet quod una medietas servareiur ad 
fabricam novarum scolarum, et alia medietas ad solucionem debitorum 
Universitatis magistro Thome Chace Cancellario, quouaque sibi de 
debitis per Universitatem fuerii plenarie saiisfactum. Item, eadem 
Universitas, vicesimo nono die Julii, anno Domini supradicto, in 
<]uadam congregacione regencium ei non -regencium, per fidem 
onJinavit, quod omnia mutua, inter ilium diem et festum S. Michaelis 
Kquens lienda pro fabrica novarum scolarum, forent resolvenda de 
ptimis pecuniis, non ante specificatis, dicle Universitati post idem 
1 S. Michaelis oualitercunque provenluris. In quorum omnium 
monium aigillum commune prefaie Universitatis presentibus est 
Datum in nosire coagregacionis domo quarto die Augusli 
V regni regis Henrici sexti post conquestum octavo, tjr. 
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Testimonial letter for Master Michael Tregour. f 

Vnivenis tancte malris eccksie filiis, ad quos presentes littere per- 
lerint, Cancellarlus Universitatis Oxoniensis cetusque unanimis 
pscrorum regencium in eadem saluiem in Eo qui est fidelium 
s etema. Tociens altissime veritatis cons^iectui devotum credimus 
libamen, quocicns viriuiibus precellenti et sciencia fidele 
libemus testimonium digne laudis, illo evangelice tradicionis eloquio 
mati quod tutila fax lampadis non debeat occuliari sub modio, 
1 pocius super candelabrum erecta in aperto lucescere, ut sit 
icolls in exemplum. Hinc nos super vita et odorifera fama 
FdiJecti confratns nostri magiairi Michaelis Tregour, arcium magistri, 
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qiiein concors scienciarum chorus mirifice lauriavit, omnes quorum 
interest cerciorare voknies, per has litieras nostras aiiesiamur, quod 
predictus magisler, post loni^eva studia in Tacultate arcium magis- 
tiuluni adcptus, illese opinionis constancia finnatus, regenciam suam 
finaliter complevit ; adeo quod, quamdiu sua presencia celum Dostrum 
decoraveral, se in apicem honoris pretulerunt gloriose accionis pre- 
conta; et, morum gravitate prefulgens malura, Dei amorem et 
hominutn immacutati nominis titulo vendicaiiL Unde, ne calumpni- 
ancium invidea tante honestatis splendor alicui [>ossil in dtibium re- 
vocari, eidem magistro super premissis, ut omnibus plenius innotescat, 
lias litieras testimoniales sigtilo communi nostre Universiutis predicie 
Tecimus conslgnari. Datum Oxoaie in nostre congngacionii demo, 
lercio die Dtctmbris anno Domini millenmo quadringenlisimo truisimo. 



Acquittance of Eynsham Abbey '. 



Noi'ERiNT universi per presentes, me, Thomam Chace, Cancellarii 
Universi talis Oxoniensis, Til o mam Graunt el Thomam Gelyfeld, pro- 
ciralorcs cjusdem Universi talis, recepisse et habuisse die confeccionis 
presencium, de Abl>ale et convenlu de Eynesliam in comitatuOxoniensi, 
sexaginia et octo solidos slL-relingorum : De quibus quidem sexaginta 
e! octo solidis falemur nos nomine dicte Universitatis fore solutos, 
dictosque Abbatem et conventum ei eorum successores inde quietos 
per presentes. In cujus rei testimonium sigillum commune dict& 
Universitatis presenlibus est appensum. Datum Oxonie 
congrtgacionis, tercio die Fehruarii anno regni regis Henrici sexli 
eonguestum nono. 



iut^^l 



Acquittance of Oseney Abbey. 



NovERiNT universi per presentes, nos, Thomam Chace, Cancellarium 
Univeraitalis Oxoniensis, Thomam Graunt el Thomam Gelyfelde, 
procuralores ejusdem Universilalis, recepisse [et] ^ habuisse die con- 
feccionis presencium, de Abbale el conventu de Oseneya juxta Oxoniam 
viginti et sex solidos et oclo denarios : De quibus quidem viginti sex 
solidis et oclo denariis fatemur noa nomine dicte Universitatis fore 
solulos, dictosque Abbatem et conventum et eorum successores inde 
quietos per presentes. In cujus rei testimonium sigillum commune 
dicte Universitatis presenlibus est appensum. Datum Oxonit in domo 
congregacionis, tercio die Februarii, anno regni regis Henrici sexti pest 
conquestum nono. 

' This and the following acqniltances ate misplaced in the register under llie 
ye«r 1419. ' el omillal in MS. 
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To Humfrey, duke of Gloucester. F 

Wt thank you for your great favours. Since you have been our 
prottetor your beneficente to us hai been such that, though our tongues 
wtre silent, your noble generosity would be conspicuous to alt men. 

SiKEMSsnio principi, domiao Humfrido duci Glowcestrie, Comiti 
Pembrochie, Ac, el locum lenenti Anglie, graciosissimo nostro domino 
et nngularissimo protector!. 

Eximie cehitudini et dominacioni precelse jugi cum servicio ob- 
sequium quam perhumik ; ac, pro impensis beneficiia Univeraitalis 
finee, cteme bealitudinia vinea in felici per manus celestis agricole 
perenniter conipIanJari. princeps serenist^ime, et domine metuende, 
postquam vinea in preclara miliiantis ecclesie dominacionis vescre 
prcnobilem poteslalem, pro vinee tuicione firmissima et secura, summi 
patrtsraroiiias erexerat Dei dextera, qualiter vineium feriilescens alme 
mains nostre continue proleccionis piotencia tanti principia humeria 
SDpportabat, eisi lingue palmitum crescencium in eadem sub silencii 
cospite tacite sepelireni, gesta tamen tanti ducis et opera quam 
magnifica sub oblivionjs gleba hoc nequiuni tumulare. Nee mirum, 
nam indies hec vinea impinguatur pingiiedine, cum donorum im- 
pinguaia incrassaiur', lum affluencia munerum, que ex lil>eraliiate ' 
maxima dominacionis eximie velut a fonle rivuli effluunt copiose r pro 
quibus complantaii in hac vinea, vesiri oraiores, preclare celsitudinis 
Lnnaiam boniialem oculis inlellecius limpidius intuentes. pro collatis 
beneliciis vitibus atque vinee, poiestati meiuende exennia graciarum 
unanimiter comportamus manibus pii cordis, Sed, quia quantos 
volumus non valemus manipulos graciarum, laiidis, aique premii 
afferte lanto principi, summo palrifamilias singuli supplicanius, ut 
dominacioni precelse eteme felicitatis cienarium gloriosum in celesli 
vinea annuat pro mercede, Et, quia in orlulo scripture brevis 
Dostronim nequimus conceptuum pianiamina radicare, procuratorem 
nostre vinee domtnum Cancellarium nostrum, humilem capellanum et 
oratorem vesinira, decrevjmus desiinandum, qui vomere sui verb! 
singula explanabit que calanms conscribencium non suf!icit colonare. 
Cui credenciam in dicendis dignelur adhibere tante dominacionis 
potestas metuenda ; quam ad regni regimen conservet Aliissimus, 

correclcd by cop temporary bund in MS, The passage is ploinlj 
but tbeie is no ■mbignity here in the handwriting. ' libtrlaie MS. 
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presidens in excelsis, res ille pacificus Christus Jesus. Scripium 
Oxonii in iwsire congregactanis dome quinlodecimo die Dutmbris. Vestre 
celsitudinis perpetui oratores Cancellarius Universitatis Oxoniensis 
celusque unanimis magislronim regencium in ea<!em. 



Acquittance of Abbot of St. Albaoa. H 

We have received fifty of Ihe Imndrtd marks promised by tht Bait- 
diclitu chapter at Nonhampfnn for ihe new schools. 

NovERiNT universi per pre series, nos,Thomam Chace, Cancel larium 
Universitatis Oxonicnsis, et magislros Thomam Graunt et Thomam 
Eglishfelde, procuraiores ejusdem, recepisse el habuis.se die con- 
feccionis presencium, per manus reverendi in Christo pairis et domini 
Johannis Abbalis S. Alliani, quinquapinta marcas, ad opus novamm 
scotarum, in partem soluctonis centum librarum, quas nuper honorandi 
patres sancle religionis S. fienedicli, in ultimo suo general! capiiulo 
Northamplonle celebrato, ad dictum opus graciose conluleruni : Dc 
quibus quidem quinquaginta marcis fatemur nos, nomine Universilalis 
prefate, fore solutas. In cujus rei testimonium sigillum commune 
predicte Universifaiis est appensum. Datum Oxonit quinlodecimo 
Dtcembris anno Domini milltsime quadhngentesimo tricesimo. 
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I. To the Abbot of St. Albans, the Prior of Durham, the 
Abbot of Pershore, presidents of the Benedictine order in 
England, and to other prelates, members of the same. 

7Z« labour of your order in the founding of this University would ht 
ever frtsh in our remembrance, though vour recent bent fact ion had not 
given a new life to our gratitude. The members of your order shall have 
equal right with Ihe secular members of Ihe Cniversity to use Ihe new 
theological school. 

Revf.hendis in Christo patribus Johanni Abbati S. Albani, Priori 
Dunelmensi, ei Willelmo Abbati de Persaora, presiHentibus nigronim 
monachorum in Anglia, ceterisque prelatis ac membris ipsius ordinis 
infra regnum Arglie constitutis, sui, Thomas Chace, Cancellarius Uni- 
versitatis Oxonientis, cetusque unanimis magistrorum regencium in 
eadem, hie ad longevum in Domino feliciter vivere, et per sancte religionb 
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KQiitas post scandere felicius ad supema. In recenli servare cogitnur, 
arc valetnus nee volumus leviter oblivisci, quam devote clari patres 
rtEgionis vestre ad hujus, ubi nunc sistimus, more nostre fundamina 
BMu, verbo, speciale suffragium aCtuleruni : ex quo dignanier hec 
sncia religio. tracla' solum annoris pondere, deduxk in morem 
UoivFrsiiatem tnairetn noslram venustare continue floridis suorum 
Dunbranim plantis ', el eandem cepius grandium frequencia munerum 
inspingnare. Sic, ad ampliandam fidem, veteribus donia cumulando 
DWi't'lla, pro levandis generalibus sacre iheologie acolis, quibus nostra 
mater Universiias ab inicio caruil, hiis diebus eadera religio non 
modicum Ihesaumm pecunie per vos gratis sime propinavit. Pro 
^bus omnibus iniimiores, ad quas sufficimus, gracias offerimus una 
mfolc, pro nobis et successoribus nostris; volentes in corde et per hoc 
tcriplum firmiier concedenies quod, cum dicle scole gracioso succursu 
(wfcccionem accejierint, singulis religionis vestre nobiseum in theologia 
nurfcntibus ad semper erit cum secularibus equalis liberlas et par 
conmunjcacio quoad usiim ; ut, videlicet, secundum exigenciam meri- 
Vxma el graduum, legant, tam libere disputent et audiant in eisdem, 
Mnt alii seculares quicunque facient penes dictam Universitatem 
RpuiacionLi similis sive gradus. In quorum omnium testimonium 
I Bgillum nostrum commune present! bus est appensum. Datum 
Oxanit in noslrr cotigregacionis domo, victsimo seplimo die Aprilis 
— J Dvmini millesimo quadringaUaimo tricesimo prtmo. 

.... 

bvuuNT universi per presenles. nos, Cancellarium Universitalis 
niensis, cetumque unanimem magistrorum regencium in eadem, 
recrpisse de magislro Willelmo Saundrc, nuper custode ciste Wj'ntonie, 
dara raciocinia pro tolo tempore custodie sue, de omnibus el singulis 
de quibus racione aniedicie custodie predictus magisler Willelmus 
haboit respondere ; ipsumque inagislrum Willelmum ab omni accione 
nltcriori, racione predicie custodie, absolvimus et aquietamus per 
pretenles sigillo communi Universitatis nostre consignatas. Datum 
tduno noilr/ congrcgaciottis, anno regni regis Henrici sexli post 
ttlwn Anglic nono el mensis Maii die sextodecimo. 



I Acquittance of Master W, Saundre, guardian of the 
Winton Chest. 



' imcta MS. 



' plantus ib. 
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Testimonial letter for Master Philipp Norreys, 

Univeksis sancle mains ecclesie filiis, quibus piesenles lillere esibiie 
fuerinl, Cancellarius Universitaiis Oxonieniiis cetusque unanimis magis- 
trorum regencium in eadem, salulem et omne honum in omnium 
Saivatore. Quia vite el conversacionis lioneste odorem suavissimum 
in nostra Universitaie siudencium ad Christi fidelium noliciam, et ut 
in omnibus honorificetur Deus, cupimus, ut debemus, pervenire sub 
testimonio digne laudis ; nos, dilecli confratris nosiri magistri Philippi 
Norreys sacre liieologie bachallarii. quern concors virtutum concio 
redimivit, honeste conversacionis vilam mores el scicnciam noiorie 
cognoscenies, omnibus quorum interest innolescimus per presenies, 
quod suis exigentibus raeritis et sciencie preconiis, ad sue laudabilis ' 
conversacionis indicium, per nos sibi meruit fidele lestimonium per- 
hiberi. Ne igitur, caJumpniancium invidia aul hora insidiancium 
maliciose captata, ejus siaius posset alicui in dubium revocari, eidem 
magistro Philippo, super statu suo laudabili et sue vite splendore, has 
litteras tesiimoniales sigillo communi nostre Universitaiis predicle 
fecimus eonsignari. Datum O.X(mie, in nostre tnngregaciom's domo, 
vicesimo die mensis Junii anno Domini millesimo quadringenltsimo 
Iricfsimo primo. 
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^cndil^ 



To Humfrey, duke of Gloucester. 
This our fortress of morals and learning can ntvir fall whik dtfc, 
by your arm. W(, her sons, thank you, in belialf of our mother tht 
University, and of hir daughters the sneral faculties therein. Though 
most anxious to obey alt your commands, we cannot carry out Ike three 
reforms you desire at this present time, when so many of our members are 
absent. Before Christmas we will write and relate what steps we have 
taken to satisfy your desire. 

Illustrissime princeps, fortis aileia fidei, studiique proteclor, 

sercnitaiia veslre perlucidaa lilieras cum omni qua decuit reverencia 

' The invocation at the head of thi!> and of \ht following cpislle to the Dnke 

of Glcucester seem 10 show ihe gteat anilcty caused by the cabC of 

>nd by the reqne«ls of the Duke. 

' laudahiU M.S. 
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sosc^pimus die Mariis; quarum perlecius tenor nos ad internum 
jubilum consolacionis erexil, dum lanti principis plenitudine graciae 
pcifiindi nos vidimus salubriter ad munimcn. Nee quidem niorum 
aut scienciarum castra posse credimus de Facili mere, que sutfulta 
brachiis tante potencie secure novimus undique defensari. Nos igiiur, 
vestram celsitudinem advertenies Universitatem mairem nostram inter 
anxia laborum pondera benigniier inlueri, et eardem piam matrem 
Dosuam in filiarum siiarum, videlicet facultalum, opiate sinceriter 
gloria jocundari, perhumiles oralores vestri, simul cum malre, de- 
bemus ad quaslibet graciarum acciones et gaudia surgere, eo quod 
lanti muniminis brachio sublevamur. Non enim a nostra menlc 
labimr, sed toium in viscera merito se diffundit, quod veslris graciosis- 
nmis litteris ad reformacionem trium, que significatitis eisdem, nimietate 
amoris in presenii termino, vestra dignacio voluit nos horlari, £t licet 
jussionibus dominacionis vesire simus, et semper erimus, obtemperare 
paiatj, panim tamen ob quorumdatn nostrorum absenciam, panim 
eciam ob breviiatem signati temporis et gravilaiem operis recommissi, 
DOD juita vota modo valuimus mandata vestra sutlieienter, ut cupimus, 
adimplere; sed confisi desuper regnaniis influau, ad laudem sibi 
complendam vestram, et ad nostros speciales honorem et commodum, 
quoa, velut metimur ex opere, corditer atfectalis, ante festum natalis 
Domini, c5adunatis professoribus omnium racultalum, celenus quo 
safficiinus hec tria curabimus salutarc : et quam cito digestum fuerit 
qood nobis Deus inspiraverit de premissis, prelibate cel^itudini vestre 
nostri laboris lerminum certificabimus scripto nostro. Velit igitur 
dignacio vestra nos ad tempus sustinere benigne, et olferemus, ducente 
Domino, que aereniiatis vestre desideria placite quietabunt : quam 
Deus ad cleri solacium longevet in orbe, et post hujus vie miliciam in 
celesiibus annual iriumphare. Scrt'ptum Oxom'e in nosire congre- FoL ao a. 
gacimis domo, mtnsis Julii dit lexlo. 

Itla lillera pruedms fuit missa dmt Gloctstrit, cujus superscripcio 
fiiil hec. 

iLLtrsTBissiHO principi, atlete fidei et atudii protectori, duci Glou- 
cestrie, locum tenenti Anglic, 4c., nostro refugio singulari. 

Infrascripcio /uit hec ; Vestre serenitaiis oratores humiUiini Can- 

cellarius ceUisque unanimis magislrorum regencium et non-regencium 

^Huiverdtatis Oxoniensis. ^^H 

^^H. Debt of the University. ^^^ 

The CkanceUor shall be repaid llie money spent by him /or the University. 
Pltdgts liel<mging la him in any chest shall not lie sold without his consent. 

MzMOKANDUH, quod sexto die mensis Julii, anno Domini miUesimo Hfli- 
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quadringenlesimo tricesimo primo, in plena congregacione regenciutn 
et non-regencium Universitatis Osoniensis, eadem Universitas voluil 
et decrevit, quod niagisier Thomas Chas, pro tunc Cancellariua 
ejusdem Universitatis, [>03t compolum et allocadonem habitam et 
habendam ab audiloribus ejusdem Universitatis, habebil resolucionera 
omnium sibi debitorum per ipsani Universi[atem pro expensis per 
ipsum factis pro dicta Universilate ; et quod eadem Universitas 
manum apponet, cum opus fuerit, ad levandum debitum predicti 
magistri T. Chas pro pavimentis et aliis infra precinctum antedicte 
Universitatis ; ac eciam quod cauciones ejusdem magisiri Thome jam 
incislate non debeant exponi vendicioni contra voluniatem ipsius 
magistri T. Chas, licet fuetint superannuate, quousque sibi de debilis 
Universitatis fuerit satisfaclum. In cujus rei testimonium sigillum 
commune dicte Universitatis presentibus est appensum. Datum 
Oxonit, tn vostre congrrgacionis domo, dit el anno supradictis. 

John Stephens fined. 

Fini paid /or failure to inctpt wilhirt the prescribed time. 
NovERiNT universi per presentes, nos, Cancellarium ac procuratores 
Universitatis Osoniensis, celumque unanimem magistroruni regencium 
ineadem,recepissein dieconfeccionis presencium de Johanne Siephenus, 
licenciato in jure civili, quinquaginta solidos bone et legalis monete. 
Causa, quia non incepit infra annum a tempore sue licenciacionis, 
secundum exig'enciam statuiorum. In cujus rei testimonium sigillum 
nostrum commune presentibus est appensum. Datum in domo noslrt 
congregacionis, nono die Aprilis anno Domini millesimo quadrtngenttsimo 
tricesimo primo. ^ 

58. I 

), Littera directa domino Cantuariensi pro cista. 

Your letter, received by the hands of Master Green, expresses such 
seal for God and /or learning that we account it as sacred: and 
what you have done /or us will enable the youth here planted, so to 
speak, in the vineyard 0/ the Lord to grow and bear /ruit in his 
church. We send herewith a copy 0/ the statutes /or the chests, and 
humbly entreat a /avourable consideration 0/ the slalemenl 0/ our case, 
which we entrust to your messenger. 

Reverendissimo in Christo patri et domino, Henrico Dei gracia 
Archiepiscopo Cantuariensi, locius Anglie primati et apostolice sedic i 
legato, domino nostro et graciosissiroo protector! ', 

' The word preteclori has been erased, but it faially disteraible. 
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nrcrendissimo in Christo patrt et domino, tjuem tnagnilice laudis 
ptoicctorem collaudancium preconio filiorum glonficat cetus unanimis, 
filialia ad conlinwanda solaeia per longeva tempora, piia radiis rutilarc. 
Craciosas vestras epistolas apicesque sacros per dilectum nobis con- 
fratmn, veslrum clericum. magislrum J. Greene humillima service' 
lecepimus; quos ideo sacral issimos nuncupamus, quia Domini zelum, 
studii et cleri augmenlum, et quicquid continent, est virtmis. Pro 
qnibus, et continue alias, Universilas mater nostra reverendissime 
patemitali vestre perpetua orairis, vivaci contemplans memoria circa 
eandem vestra preterita, presencia, et futura beneficia, nequiens singula 
repetere, sed vobis in singulis graciarum pro tribulis esponit organs 
fiui cordis. O felix vestrum exordium, felicissimumque progressum, 
ui ampli orbis de finibus congregata genimina, que veslre Universitatis 
complantamur in agro, in scienciis frondeant, in virtutibus pululenl, 
floreant el fnictificent in ecclesia sancla Dei. Prelerea fervidum ad 
tanii patris zelum, per predicium magistnim vivo relatu nobis minis- 
ttatum, bumillimas inclinamus aures, vestris Sanctis desideriis ob- 
secundantes humiliier, ut tenemur. Dominacioni vestre mittimus 
copias Biatutorum cisiarum per eundem veslrum clericum, humillime 
obsecrantes et devote, qualinus eidem in dicendis ex parte nostra 
graciosas aures dignemini prebere credencie patemali solito cum 
favore. Et rcverendissimam palernitatem vesiram diutine prospereque 
conservei in humanis summi Patris splendor el noster Redempior, 
qurm pudicissima virginum susceperat incamaium. Scnptum Oxonie 
in tKttrt congrtgacionii domo quarto detimo die Oclobris. Humillimi 
patemitaiis vestre oralores el filii Canccllarius Universitatis Oxoniensis 
celua[que j * unanimis magistrorum regencium in eadem. 

Acqtdttance of Master Thomas Rodnet, guardian of the 
^^ Vaughan and Husy cheat. 

^^^VATEAT universis per presentes, quod nos, Cancellarlus Universitatis 

^^^bimensis cetusque unanimis magistrorum regencium in eadem, 

^^Hniinus de magistro Thoma Rodnet, nupcr custode ciste Wacchane* 

^^^Diuy, pro loio tempore sue vera et legalia raciocinia de omnibus et 

^^p^ttlis, quibus racione custodic dicte ciste fueraC per dictam Universi- 

Utem onoraius • ; videlicet tam dc receptis quam de deliberatis et ex- 

crcscenctis quibuscunque suo tempore contingcnlibus, ac insuBicienciia 

caudonam, et omnium alionim: De quibus dictum magistnim racionem 

' i.e. itreut. ' qui omilled in MS. ' or Watiltant, i.e. Vau^an MS. 

' i. e. furalin : Iheie is a confmian between htmrattn uid oncratui here and Id 
Other (imiUi acqiiiitucn. 
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dicte ciste de Wacchane et Huay reddendo absolvimus, exhoneraraus 
et in perpetuum quieium reddimus per presentes. In cujus rei icsli- 
monium sigillum commune Universitatis nostra preaentibus apposuimus. 
Datum Oxonii in dotno nosire eongrtgacianis, quarto die Fcbruarii anno 
Domini miHesimo quadringenluimo Iricesimo prima, et regni rrgit 
Jlenrici sexti post conqtustum decimo. 



u Acquittance of Eynsham Abbey. 

NovEiEiNT universi per presentes, nos, Gilberlum Kymere, Can- 
cellarium alme Universitaiis Oxonic, Willelmum Tibard el Willelmum 
Brandon, procuratores ejusdem Universi talis, recepisse et die con- 
feccionis presencium habuisse, de Abbate et conventu de Eynsham in 
comitaiu Oxoniensi, sexaginta et octo solidos sterlingorum, nomine 
cujusdam pensionis annue nobis et dicte Universitati, pro anno regni 
regis Henrici sexti nono ultimo preterilo, debitos ab eisdem : De quibus 
quidem sexaginta et octo solidis dictos Abbatem et conventum ac- 
quietanms per presentes. In cujus rei lesiimonium sigillum commune 
dicte Universitatis presentibus est appensum. Datum Oxonic in domo 
congregacimis dicli Universitatis, vicesimo secundo die Fe&ruarii anno 
regni regis Henrici sexli decimo. k 



Acquittance of Oseney Abbey. ^H 

No\ERiHT universi per presentes, nos, Gilbertum Kymere, Can- 
cellarium alme Universitatis O.toniensis, Willelmum Tibard, et Willel- 
mum Brandon, procuratores ejusdem Universitatis, recepisse et die 
confeccionis presencium habuisse de Abbate et conventu de Oseneye 
in comitaiu Oxoniensi viginti sex solidos et octo denarios sterlingorum, 
nomine cujusdam annue pensionis nobis et dicte Universitati, pro 
anno regni regis Henrici sexti nono ultimo jam elapso, debitos ab 
eisdem : De quibus quidem viginti sex solidis et octo denariis dictos 
Abbatem et conventum acquietamus per presentes. In cujus rei 
testimonium sigillum commune dicte Universitads presentibus est ap- 
pensum. Datum Oxonie in domo congregaeionis dicte Universitatis 
secundo die Fcbruarii anno regni regis Henrici sexti decimo. 



Three acquittances of guardians of the Gildford chest. 

Pateat universis per presentes, quod nos, Canceliarius Universitatis 
Oxoniensis celusque unanimis ma gist ro rum regencium in eadem, 
recepimus de magistro Roberto Feder, nuper custode ciste de Gylford, 
pro loto tempore suo vera et legalia raciocinia de omnibus et singulis. 
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qaibus racione custodie dicte ciste fuerat per dictam Universilalem 
oneratus, videlicet lam receplia quam deliberatis et escrescenciis 
quibnscunque ac suo tempore conlingenlibus, ac insuffieienciis 
caudoDum et omnium aliorum : De quibus dictum magistnim ' racione 
dictc ciste de Gylford reddendo absolvimus, exoneramus et in per- 
petuum quietum reddimus per presentes. In cujus rei testimonium 
ngiltum commune Universitatis nostre presenlibus apposuimus. Datum 
Oxonie in domo noiire congregaci'oms, duodecimo die Marcii anno 
Demnt milksimo quadringettlesimo tricesimo primo, el regis Henriei 
uxli post eongutslum dtcimo. 

Pateat universis per presentes, nos, Cancellarium Universitatis 
Oxottiensis cetumque unanimem magistrorum regencium in eadem, 
recepisse et habuisse die conreccionis presencium de magistro Johanne 
Hute completa cl fidelia raciocinia ciste de Gylford, pro loto tempore 
nc custodie ciste antedicte; el dictum magisirura Johannem ab omni 
vheriori raciocinio et quacumque accione racione custodie absolvimus 
et acquietamus per presentes sigiUo nostro communi signatas. Datum 
Oxonie in domo nostre eongregacionis duodecimo die mensis Marcii anno 
Domini millesimo quadringentesimo tricesimo prima. 

NoviRiNT universi per presentes, nos Cancellarium Universitatis 
Oxoniensis cemmque unanimem magistrorum regencium in eadem, 
reccpisse die confeecionis presencium de magistro Nieholao Messyng- 
ham vera raciocinia, lam de rt-ceptis quam deliberatis per eundem 
pro lolo tempore custodie sue antedicte ; a qua quidem cuslodia pre- 
£uiini Nicholaum quietum reddimus, et ab ulteriori compoto racione 
prcdicte custodie absolvimus per presentes. In cujus rei testimonium 
tigillum commune dicte Universitatis nostre presentibus apposuimus. 
Datum in domo nostre congregacionis vicestmo octavo die mensis Maii 
^ffMO fegni regit [J/enriei] ' sexti deeimo. 

^■Two acquittances of guardians of the Queen's chest. F 
^ Patkat universis per presentes, quod nos, Cancellarius Universitatis 
%oniensis cet usque unanimis magistrorum regencium in eadem, 
recepimus de magistro Thoma Wyllkok, nuper cuslode ciste regine, 
pro toio suo tempore vera et legalia raciocinia de omnibus et singulis 
qaibus racione dicte ciste fuerat per dictam Universilatera oneratus ", 
tarn de receptisquam de liberalis ; necnon deinsuJiicicncia caucionum 

' The wordi ai Hlltriori mmfda arc omitted, Ot else racione ihoald be ralimtm. 
CC acqnitUDcet on nenl page. ' Nturici omitlcd in MS. ' The dudb 

n again u to the words eneraSus and konoralus; the latter word bne 
, fint written, then the former, both remaiciag \a the MS. 
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et omnium aliontm, de quibus diclus magister racione custodie dicte 
ciste habuit respondere ; et eundem magistniin ab uiteriori compoto 
racione dicie cisie reddendo absolvimus, exoneramus el in perpetuum 
quietum reddimus per presenles. In cujus rei tesiimonium sigillum 
commune Universitalis nostre presentibus est appensum. Datum 
Oxonie in domo nostre congregacionts vicesimo quarto die Junii anno 
Domini milksimo quadringmtesimo tricesimo secundo, d regno regis 
Henrici sexti post conqufsium dtcimo. 

Pateat univereis per presenles, quod nos, Cancellarius Univereitatis 
Oxoniensis cetusque unanimis magislrorum regencium in eadem, 
recepimus de magistro Willelmo CoUis, nuper custode ciste Regine, 
pro [oto tempore suo vera et legaJia raciocinia de omnibus et singulis, 
quibus racione custodie dicte ciste fuerat per dictam Universiiaiem 
oneratus ; videlicet tam de receptis quam de liberatis el excrescenciis 
quibuscunque suo tempore conlingentibus, ac insufficiencia caucionum 
et omnium aliorum, De quibus dictum magistrum radoncm dicie ciste 
Regine reddendo absolvimus, exoneramus et in perpetuum quietum 
reddimus per presentes. In cujus rei testimonium sigillum commune 
Universitalis nosire presentibus est appensum. Daitim Oxonie in 
domo nostre eongregarionis vicesimo die Junii anno Domini millesimo 
quadringeniesimo tricesimo secundo, H regni regis Henrici sexH post 
eonqueslum Anglic decimo. 

59- 

To the Archbishop of Canterbury. 

7%e foundation of Chests in the University revives the scholars, who, 
as vines in the vineyard of the Lord wither from lack of water, while 
seeking the peari of great price perish for want of the means of subsistence. 
We venture to ask your approval of an ordinance for the management of 
the chest you propose to found, and deeply regret thai we are not able to 
adopt that which you have proposed for our me. 

Revbbekdo in Christo, &c., H. Archiepiscopo Caniuariensi. 

Reverendissime in Christo pater gracioscquc domine, vestre benig- 
nissime patemitati filiali obediencia humillimaque devote premissis. 
Sane velut, humoris deficiente subsidio, plante aliquantulo marcore 
arescenles paucissimi roris irrigacione aliquociens eleganler rebotre- 
scendo in habundancia iauiissimos edimt fructus ; sic revera nonnuili 
studio litterarum insistetites, qui paucarum gazarum defcctu, omisso 
discipline gignasio, plerumque in viam vergerent perdicionis, pusille 
tamen substancie muluo relevali, per sue conversacionis maturitatcm 
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sticique laboris assiduiiatem, in palmites vinee Domini crescunt 
&(«raussimos. Quorum itaque morum venusiate, sciencie claritate, 
ftc redokntis fame sitavitaie iton minus temporalis poteslas quam cleri, 
tnblimitas regni. cujus sunt aluinpni, quasi quo:Jam sidereo splendore 
muitipliciter decorate existuni. Unde nimirum, inler cetera pietatis 
open, ad fhictiferum geniminum in ecclesia Dei uberius incrementura, 
pto inopia scolarium, in agro Domini sciencie margaritam querencium, 
nusericorditer relevanda in Universitatibus cislas errarii ' muwandi 
fimdare perpetuas misericord! ssimum indubie estimaiur. Cujusmodi 
ei caritaiiva liberalilate erigere larga manu, in nostra Universilate, sua 
gracia vestra decrevit reverendissima paternilas. Pro cujus nempe 
desiderabili fundacione, articulos vesiri voti in ea parte in quadam 
cedula vestre desttnacionis nobis per nostrum Cancellarium eitplicatos, 
vestro imento viciniora quo poteramus, noslris saltern sa!vis liberlatibus, 
redigimus in statuta. In quibus lamen, consideratis laboribus, quos, 
in cclebracione divinorvim olficiorum et aliis aclibus nostre Univer- 
ntatis solempnibus, regentes in artibus, ultra alios, Dei subeunt ad 
honorem, cum aliarum facultatum regentibus, in mutuo recipiendo de 
vestra cista fienda dignum arbitramur equari : prout utique in acco- 
modato quarumlibet aliarum nostrarum cistarum 
debere, racione jam dicta, specialiter cautum exist 
Ucenciatis et bachalariis, qui in allqua facultate s 
laudabiliter compleverunt, quod hactenus infra i 
Datum prefuerat, aliis bachalanis ampliores de v 
fummas mutuari benevole, vestra contemplacione, de novo concessi- 
mos ; ui magis vestra elimosina sic ' ampliata vobis alias in encellen- 
cioris glorie cedai augmenium. Vestre igitur palemitatis graciosam 
dominacicnem unanimes suppliciter exoramus, quatinus ordinacionem 
pro cCicaciori vesiri promissi graciosi expedicione propositam ', quan- 
tum nobis altinet, animo vobis intimius complacendi, et nostre inten- 
donis recti tudine, si libeat, ediiam, benevole acceptare dignetur; pro- 
poiaius considerando, quod formam ordinacionis a vestra patemitate 
reverendissima, ut preferiur, nobis transmissam. si absque perjurii 
reatu gravique tumullu, prout affecluose oplavimu=, quomotiolibet fieri 
poluisset, ex nostrotum eordium integrilate unanimi non minus 
gaudenier quam libenier observandam procul dubio statuissemus. 
Unde oculos compassionis el misericordie, juxta incepta, super nostram 
inopiam conttnuantes, promissum vestrum tarn clemens lamque bea- 
tom proposilum ad protectum sacrosancte matris ecclesie, nostreque 
hiveraitatis comodum singulare et vobis in cteme glorie premium 
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dignemini graciose dirigere, beneficum ' opens in effectum : quo inde 
vestre tarn pie munificencie caritalive ' scolares participes, ob eorum 
indigencianim subvencionem graciosam, pro vobis apud fonlem 
misericord ie devoii et perpelui efEciantur oralores. Et vestram 
reverendissimam paternitatem ad prosperum regimen sue ccclesie 
diutissime feJicitet nostri clemencia Salvaloris, Scriplum Oxow'e in 
nostre congregacionis domo, quinlo di't mensis Juiiii. 

a. Graces granted to Masters Thomas Colas, Richard 
Cawntone, and Richard Andrew. 

Memorandum, quod pedta erat gracia pro magistro Thoma Colaa, 
Ricardo Cawntone, Ricardo Andrew, sub hac forma. ' Supplicant 
venerabili congregacioni regencium Magisiri Thomas Colas, Ricardus 
Cawnlone et Ricardus Andrew, quatinus vesperie illorum habite in 
jure canonico possint illis stare provesperiis in jure civili.' Ista gracia 
Tuit concessa et ab altero procuralore legittime pronunciata, sub istis 
condicionibus ; quod quilibel illorum disputet gratis bachallariis ejus- 
dem facultatis, et quod quilibel illorum faciei repelicionem solempnem 
infra annum primum sue regencie, et quod tanlum solvant Universitad 
pro vesperiis quantum solvissent doctoribus si aliquid solvissenl ; et 
quod gracia isia rcgistretur infra septimanam post suam concessionemj 
in registro Universitatis et in libris procuratorura. fl 

60. " 

To the Archbishop of Canterbury, and Convocation. 

Tht Universitirs abound with men 0/ learning, alile lo refute the 
peslilent kertsies now prevalent The council of Basle accordingly invites 
us to send a deputation to represent our University. We cannot accept 
this invitation, not having the means lo provide our deputation with 
a creditable outfit and money for the journey. We humbly ask for your 
assistante, having no other source from which we can hope for aid. 
We leave the amount to your discretion and wonted liberality, but we 
are anxious that we should not be less creditabiyrepresenlcd than other 
old Universities, whose equal we are in other respects, if not in wealth, 

Reverendissiho in Christo patri et domino, Domino Henrico 
Cantuariensi Archiepiscopo, locius Anglie primati ' ac apostolice sedis 
legato, necnon celebri convocacioni cleri Londoniis jam instanti, nostria 
dominis prolecloribusquc graciosis. 

Reverendissime in Christo pater et doraine, ceteri patres ac proceres 

reverend!, virique alii egregii et honorabiles. Almls sane, ut remur, 

' ieiujScium MS. ' earilaleiH lb. ^ frimola ib. 
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smdionim Umversitatibus,— in quibus virorum copia habundat litteris H 

« sdenciis fulgidonim, ad pesiilenlissimos errores, sediciooes et H 

excessuum enormilales, singulis pene in provinciis desolatorie undi- H 

qium subortos, de vinea Domini penilus evellendos, — preserttm con- H 

poit, debituctque censetur pro viribus et ultimum opis ct salubria * H 

jKdiere consilia. Hinc namque sacrosancia sinodus universalis H 

ecclesie, Basilie* jam celebrata, nostre Universitati, tanquam cui H 

plDrimum incumbit fidei orthodoxe Christianeque saluti consulere, de H 

djserdssiinis preclarissimisque docloribus et magistris nostris elec- H 

lissimos oraiores, lam pro pesliferarum heresium extirpacione lerri- H 

bilininque guerranun tranquillacione quam de privatamm nequiciarum H 

populi corrcccionc, sibi fesiinanter dirigere nuperrime suis lilteris H 

gnU3osis injunxit ; veluti quidem a celeberrimis doclissimisque viris, H 

Rcctore doc tori bus et magistris preclarissime Universitatis studii H 

Puisiensis, notabiles epistole nobis dudum direcle, pro tarn benedicti H 

premissi propositi complemento, aliarum Universitatum esemplo, ipsi H 

•acre * convencioni nostros oratores, una cum eis continue ad tribu- H 

cndam assislenciam bcnigniicr persuadere. Que nimirum sacra H 

masdata sanctaque hortamina, nostro unanimi cetui merito pre- H 

carissima, quamquam, ut nostnun speciale debitum intemiusque H 

aflcctatum, cum aliis celeberrimis Universitatum studiis pro universal! H 

caiholice plebis comodo gratissime exseqiieremur ; inedia tamen, qua H 

premimur, impedienle ipsa, nostro salvo honore, quo inlerius gravi H 

merore concutimur hac vice, debito mancipare effectui non valemus ; ■ 

nisi a vobis, utpote nostris benefactoribus vcstri gracia pocioribus, ■ 

prout hactenus est consuetum casu in consimilt, pro expensis nostrorum M 

oraiorutn, ad nostri cetus statum, licet exiguum, in ipsa celebri et fl 

uncta congregacione generali honorifice presentandum, copiosa fiat H 

provisio. Nullorsum igitur in ea parte forinsecus a nobis expectato H 

Euccursu, ad vestras palernales reverencias graciosasque dominaciones ' 
confidenies recurrimus, easdem . . .' obnixeque deposcentes inlegri Fol. aa b. 
cordis affeclu cxoratas haberi, quaienus pro lante rei tarn beate tam 
Celebris et necessarie expedicione felici, a cunctis Christi desideranda 
fidelibus, ad nostrortim, quin pocius veslrorum, oralorum in solempne 
ac sacrum Basiliense concilium honorabilem transitum, aliquantulam 
nonete summam, vestris visam prudenlissimis competentem discre- 
donibus, de vestra consueta magnificaque munificencia in nostre tante 
oportunitatis instaniis peculiare suhsidium graciose et liberaliter con- 
fcrre digncntur ; ui nostra Universitas, et sine gazis ceteris veterum 
Uudiomm Universitatibus non impar, vestris modo exuberante ' adjuta 
' taiuUria MS. ' Baiilii* ib. ' siuri ib. ' A word completely 
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muneribus, eciam venusta suorum oratorum presencia, in sui status 
presentacione venerabili, eisdcm inibi coequelur pariler et honore; 
quo ex tunc ipsa, veslrarum reverendarum palemitatum magnificia 
donacionibus in special! humiliier el devote teneatur perpetuo salvari ', 
ct constanter itaque in Salvatods speramus clemencia salvantur omnes 
sperantes in se, quod tantum opus, tarn sacrum, lamque salubre 
beatissime inchoatum, vestrorum prestantissitnorum ambaxiatorum , 
virtulum et scienciarum dotibus insigniiorum ; nostrorumque oratorum 
eisdem dirigendorum consiiio, communicata solercia, necnon esactis 
kboribus pariier et operis debile impendendis ; ad nostri regni singu- 
lare preconium laudemque perpetuam et quasi immortalem, dirigente 
Paraclilo ad felicem consummacionem salubriter ducetur optatam'; 
dum tamen ibidem gerenda per eos, vestrarum providissimanim 
patemitalum instruccione sagacissima articuialim malurius predi- 
gerantur, quas, ad doctrine ecclesiastice proteccionem regnorumquc 
dissidencium unionem ac loeius plebis Christiane universalem saluiem, 
suis carisraatibus desuper irradiel, prospere dirigat et firmiter corro- 
boret Spirilus Sanctus. Cancellarius et Universitas magistrotum 
studii Osoniensis vestri humillime oratorea. 



To the Archbishop of Canterbury, 

0/ all works of charily thai of relieving the nectssities of poor 
scholars is Ihe grealesi, enabling them lo acquire virlue and scietue for 
the confirmation of tht true faith. Such are your exhibitions and the 
chest to be founded here ly you. With one accord we thank you, and 
pray that your charitable o^ces and designs may be continued to us. 
Our Chancellor, Master G. Kymcr, in whose statements entire confidence 
may be reposed, will wail upon you. 

Rev-erendissiuo in Chrislo palri et domino, Domino Henrico Dei 
gracia Cantuariensi Archiepiscopo, tocius Anglie primaii el aposiolice 
sedis legato. 

Reverendissime in Chrisio pater et domine, vesire dominacloni 

' Tbit passage, and, in particular, the words salvari and lalvanlur arc Dot 
A little pnzzling. One wunld have expected ■ word meaning ' to piay for ' ; there 
it however no difficulty in ibe MS. Antony Vi'ood in the Latin version of bit 
Hiitorj and Antiqaities prudently gives only tbe culler port of this episde, and 
man]' mistakes occtir in his version : etiam guidtm for vtluli qmdem, da qne in- 
ttrim foryiw itiltrius, (ontrislamur iot conciUimur, frocuratoribvi iax foeioriim. 
* epiatum ib. 
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temali humillima ' filial! obediencia cum omnimodis reverencia et 
honore, ut tenemur, devote premissa. Illud sane inter pietatis opera 
plus meriiorium magisque magnificandum putamus, quo alicujus 
mnnificende subsidio pauperum sludencium graciose reJevaiur inopia; 
Bt in Universi latum studiis, ad ortliodoxe fidei robur ac perspicuam 
beatorum morum inslruccionem in grege dominico precipue aropli- 
■ndum, virlutum et scienciarum culmina addlscendo copiose lucre ntur. 
Quo roodo revera vestre reverendissime eximium paternitatis zelum 
ejusque largifluum officium, quos penes nostram Universitatem sua 
gracia gerit et ostendit indies speeiales, ex vcstra magnifica et cari- 
lativa inopum scolarium eithibicione, cisteque per vos in singulare 
talium relevamen fundande intencione piissima, in vobis luculencius 
continae eiperimur ; el eo patencius quo, premissis sacris, sacro et 
proposito, veslra satagii dominacionis benignitas ui in nostri studii 
agro plus soJito virlutcs una et facultates universe abundancius planlate 
fenilitcr radicenlur ; ac in fragrantem et suavem pullulent, crescant, 
floreant et frucuficent singularis preeminencie venustatem. Unde 
BOS, vesire reverendissime paternitatis et obediencie humiles filii sup- 
plic«sque oratores, ad genua sancta gracias eidetn impendences, veluti 
obligamur, unanimiter consurgenies, eandem internius quo valemus 
dominacioncm quesumus cxoratam haberi, quatinus in corrobora- 
cionem fidei catholice precipuam, pecuHareque redolencium morum et 
scienciarum incrementum, prefata misericordie opera, tarn pia, tam 
utilia, tamque bcata, per veslram carilativam liberalitatem nobiscum 
gcnerostus inchoata, perpetua continuacione dignetur firmiter stabilirc. 
Quo vesiro lam benediclo lam felici beneficio, cbomsco splendore 
nostre fame, in exuberancia virtutum et scienciarum per orbera orbi- 
cuiariler crebrescente, pro eodem reverendissima veslra paternitas, 
nostrum eunctoruroque fiddium oracionibus perenniler merito recom- 
mendata, etiam digne et in perpeluum per gloriam vivere inielligaiur. 
In quod quidem ncgocium, vesirc dominacioni non minus meritorium FoL as a 
quam nobis utile sinceriterque afTectatum, concernentibus, et aliis 
vesire palemali reverencie ex parle nostra per magistrum G. KjTner 
nostrc Universitatis Cancellarium benigniter perorandis, credenciam 
adbibere dignetur vestra reverendissima paternitas graciosa ' : quam, 
ad sue mililantis ecclesie prosperitatem pariler et munimen, diutine 
el feliciter conservet incolumem Jesus Chrislus. Scripium Oxonie in 
noitre [cngrtgacionis domo vkesimo nono die Januarti. Vestre reveren- 
dissime paternitatis et obediencie humiles filii et oratores Canceliarius 
Universitatis Oxoniensis cetusque magislromm unanimis in eadem. 

' After kumiltima an abortlre word ocean, appaieatly for rt 
* glaruia corrected to graci«ta MS. 
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Acquittance of Eynsham abbey. 

NovERiNTuniversLperpresentes,no3,GilbertumKj-mer,CanceIlarium 
alme Universiiatis Oxoniensis, Willelmum Brandon et Johannem Hals, 
procuratores ejusdem Universitatis, recepisse, et die confeccionis pre- 
sencium habuisse de Abbate et conventu de Eynsham in comitatu 
Oxoniensi, sexaginta et octo solidos si erl in go rum, nomine cujusdam 
pensionis annue, nobis et dicte Universitati, pro anno regni regis 
Henrici sexti decimo ultimo preterito, debite ab eisdem : De quibus 
Gexaginta et octo solidis dictos Abbatem et Convenlum acquietamus 
per presentes. In cujus rei testimonium sigillum commune dicte 
Universitatis presentibus est appensum. Datum Oxonie in doma con- 
gregacionis ilicic UnivenitalU victsimo die Ftbruarii anno rrgni regit 
Henrici sexli decimo '. 

Acquittance of Oseney abbey. 

NovERiNT universi per presenies, nos, Gilberium Kjiner, Cancel- 
larium alme Universitatis Oxoniensis, Willelmum Brandon et Johannem 
Hals, procuratores ejusdem Universiiatis, recepisse, el die confeccionis 
presencium habuisse de Abbate et Conventu de Oseney in comitatu 
Oxoniensi, viginti sex solidos octo denarios sierlingorum, nomine 
cujusdam pensionis annue nobis et dicte Universitati, pro anno regni 
regis Henrici sexti decimo ultimo preterito, debite ab eisdem : De 
quibus viginti sex solidis octo denariis dictoa Abbaiem et conventum 
acquietamus per presentes. In cujus rei testimonium sigillum com- 
mune dicte Universitatis presentibus est appensum. Datum Oxonie 
in dome congrrgaciom's dicte UniversilaUs vicesimo die Februarii 
regni regis Henrici sexti decimo ' . 



-n^- 



62. 

To Humfrey duke of Gloucester '. 

Every member of Ihi- Benedictine order ^ iieing a scholar, pays a fee of 
six and tightpence to the master whose lectures he attends. If this fee 
were abolished the recent revival of learning here ivouid receive a mortal 
blmt). And whereas this would be the effect of a certain appeal to the 
Holy See now supported by an inhibition and citation from the Court of 
arches, we, knowing how great is your influence with the aforesaid order, 

' In k late hind a note is added on margin as follows, ' ex errore icrihe annul 
deeimui Henrici seili ponitur pro tindecimo ul pattat ex /el. ai a.' And (he same 
observation applies to the next acquiltonce. * After the nmnber 61 a con- 

lemponiry hand adds 'prima ' vide ' ncundam ' fol. 94 b, and on fol. 14 > (not b) 
the second episile numbeTcd 61 occurs, viz to Robert, Dishop of London. 
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a/u-hose monasteries j^u are a sort of second founder, earnestly beseech 
you to use your good offices with the Lord Chancellor in our behalf thai 
he may slop further proceedings in the cause ; and with the presidents of 
the said order, that ihey may oblige the members of the same lo pay the 
mslomary fee in question. 

Serexissiuo principi et inclitissimo domino, Domino Humfrido, 143a, 
duci Glouceslrie, comili Pembrochie et magno camerario Anglic, 
DOStTO domino et graciosisaimo prolectori. 

Serenissime princeps, magnificeque domine, hinibicione una et 
dtidone inauditis ab official! curie Cantuariensis ' de arcubus,' — pro 
qoftdam injusta luenda appcllacione, in causa mere ci\ili (cujusdam 
cdlectc sex solidorum ocio denariorum, proprio magialto regenti in 
artibus nostre Universi talis, pro lectura scienciarum liberalium philo- 
saphianimque,ordinane a quolibet monacho ordinis S. Benedict], ibidem 
in eisdem scoiaie, annuatim consueta persolvi,) ad sedem apostolicam 

iniqtie ' studenlibus, [et] famulis eorum, nuper directis, ac in 

venerabilemvinimmagistrumGilbcrtum Kynier,vestrumservitoremper- 
petuum noslnimqUG Cancellarium,per quendam mandaiarium presump- 
luostim indcbite execuiis nedum contemptibiliter, — violalur regium 

dyadema' liaque execucioni nostrorum statutorum, ordinariam 

septcm arcium liberalium Iriumque pliilosophiarum lecturam con- 
cernencium, vestro voljvo edilorum mandato', dampnose plurimum 
impedita, ipsa lectura, quam vestro beato sacroque jussu ad nostram 
non modicam utiliiatem, tam in doctrina quam disciplina jam larde 
expergiscimus, propter subtraccionem collecte, in summa nunc dicta, 
eadeiD debite pro lectura, quod absit, de verisimili infra breve desola- 
(orie revertctur in soporem: necnon ad intoUerabilem nostrarum liber- 
utum el jurium enervacionem enortnemque nostri studii subversionem. 
De quo nimium trepidarous ; aliis inter nos causis eciam consimilibus Fol. 33 b, I 
grassari volentibus, continue in postenim conformiter appellandi, 
hinibendi, vexandique nostram Universilatem exemplum iribuitur 
pemiciosum, nisi vestre celsitudinis magnilicencia, ad cujus protec- 
donctn nobis indeficientis, velul ad nostrum singularius presidium, 
inpresenciarum fiducialiter currimus, nostro celui in dictis injuriis 
resistcndo graciosius suffragetur. Verum quia venerabilem supra- 
dictonim religiosorum ordinem tanto peculiarius in alendo virtuoaa 

' The MS. here is, as, to often happens, defective. These wordt nre illegible; 
thej look, however, like inlerpotilum qiiibuslibet pra tmhcndo. The poBuge may 
pcrbkpt have been intended 10 be m/ sedem apastolicam iniqtit inlerp^sitis, de 
trahtndii qmbuilibel siuJenlilms, &c. ' Three more words inexplicable. 

* mandotorum corrected in MS. 
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et scientifica opera, vestris inchoata preceplis, vestris parere jusstbus 
eximie obligari ' sencemus ; quod vos nempe divino quodam instinctu, 
in ipsonim et tocius ecclesie dirimendo ' adversaries, forlissimus fidei 
facii esiis athleta, atque quasi novus cenobiorum suorum fundator; 
quos nirairum eciam consuetudinibus nosire Universitatis laudabilibus 
tanlo conformiores fore convenil, quanlo revera es nostrorum magis- 
irorum favore emincncioribus supra ceteros scolares gaudeni inibi 
prerogativis. Veslram igitur inclitissimam humillime implorando 
cordialiter quesumus Eerenitalem, ut, pro regie corone, nostrarumque 
constilucionum ordinariam premissarum scienciarum tangenciiim 
lecturam, vestra auctoritale editarum, special! tuicione, Cancellario 
Angtie conlinuo affecLuose mandare dignetur, quatinus regia pro- 
hibicione officiali curie predicle in causa prefala eidem . . .', appelkta, 
tanquam ab eodem minime audienda, ui moris in causis dvillbus 
exislit, celeriler supersedere precipiat ; veluLi insuper venerabilibus 
palribus Abbatibus de S. Albano et Abendon, ordinis memorati presi- 
dentibus, Priorique monachorum ejusdem religionis nobiscum siuden- 
cium veslras lilleras, in nostrarum prefatarum injuriarum relevamen, 
placeat dirigere graeiosas ; ut suis subdilis monachis, arcium scolaribus 
in nostra Universitate, specialiter dent in mandatum, quatinus in 
causa prelibata, eorum appellacione et rebellione contra nostram IP 
Universitaiem suam matrem prorsus omissis, in solvendo coHectamAj 
&c. statu! suo compe ten tern, regentibus Tacultalis arcium debitain,-fl 
antique consuetudini Universilatis in ea parte inconcusse hacientis 
usilale protinus et integraliter se conforment ; Universitatem nosiram 
ejusque Cancellarium, prout bonos filios proprios congruit, parentes 
absque infeslacione, in pace de cetera penitus demittendo; ne coram 
hujuscemodi adversacione contra Universitatem constituia scienciale* 
veslrarum manuum opus, lam utile quam honorificum nobiscum 
noviler ortum, absque vestra graciosa ope in hac parte, cito vergat 
flebiliter in occasum; quod quidem perfecte continuatum, suorum 
radiorum fulgore undequaque diffuso, vesiri nominis ut auctoris, una 
et nostri cetus ut executoris, fame gloriam per orbem spargeret 
universum. Unde sub lutissimo vestrarum alarum legmine noster 
magistrorum celus unanimis, graciosum ' expectans munimen, propter 
veslram quam excellenlem munificenciam indies eis simililcr pre- 
oalensam, cum continuis graciarura accionibus, vestre dorainacioni 
serenissime in cunctis precipiendis perenniler complacere et obsequi 
eat paralus, Quam ad cleri et regni solamen in oranimoda prosperitate 
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e felicitet Christua Jesus. Datum in nos/re cmgrtgacitmi! doma, 
■ Irreio die Februarii. Vesire serenitalis fervidi oralores 
E Universitaiis Oxoniensis cemsque unanimis magisirorum 



62(2). 

To the Bishop of London. F 

\!Ihanks for favour shown Id Master Richard Chesire, with commenda- 
W ^ his character and liarning, 

(RwERENDissiMO in Chrisio pairi et domino, Domino Roberto Dei 
1 London ien si episcopo. 

^ Revere ndissime in Chrisio pater el domine, omnimodas reverencias 
tante palcmitali debilas cum honore. Quia ex fidedigne relacionis 
fama nuper accepimus, per venerabilem conrratrem nostrum magistrum 
Rjcardum Chestre aacre theologie profesaorem, quanta gratuita domina- 
cionis insignia eidem conlulit et confert vestra palernitas graciosa; bee 
rivaci contemplantes memoria ad reddendas cordiales graciarum 
acdones merito excitamur; dignum iiamque recensentes, philosophico 
ex dicto, illud tociua ad iniegrilaiem perlinere quod sue parti im- 
penditur ad profectum; nee desistimus, ex (iducia, quam penes 
oobilerD paternitaiem vestram jam habemus, eundem confratrem 
Dosmini moribus el scienciis decoratum eidem dominacioni vestre 
ainplius commendare; ut quod graciose dominacionis vestre benevo- 
lencia incepium recognoscimus, ejusdem caritatis intuitu ct nostrarum 
pTCCum adminiculo, continuare feliciter in posterum senciamua. 
Vestram reverendissimam paiernilatem diutine prospereque conservei 
in bumanis futuroram bonorum Pontifex Jesus Christus. Scriptum 
m nottre congregacionis domo, viasimo sepiimo die mensis Februarii. 
Vestri oratores Cancellarius Universilalis Oxoniensis cetusque unanimia 
DU^troruin regencium in eadem. 

I.. 

tm <f our brethren, master Richard Chesire, and we thank you from 
the bottom of our hearts, being sensible that where one member is benejited 
the whole body shares with it. 
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To the Lady Abbess of Syon. 
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Reverekde domine, Domine Johanne North, Abbatisse de Syon. 

Reverenda doraina, sancte religionis augmenluni in Eo cujus est 
Ulius aspecius, et celesii Sponso continuo complacere. Quia nuper 
nobis innotuit, ex relacione venerabilis confratris nostri magistri 
Ricardi Chestre, sacre theologie professoris, quanta graciose benevo- 
lencie vestre insignia eidem conlulistis; hec vivaci conlemplantes 
memoria ad reddcndas intemiores nostri ' cordis graciarum acciones, 
quas valemus, mcrito excitamur ; dignum namque reccnsenles philo- 
sophico ex dicCo tocius ad integritatem illud perlinere quod sue parti 
impenditur ad profectura; nee nostra desistit fiducia, quam 
penes reverenciarn graciosani habemus, eundem confratrem 
laudabilibus meritis et scienciis et moribus' omniumque 
BpJendoribus ac bone fame fragranda redimitum, manibus vestre 
caritatis incepte benevole amplius commendare r supplicantes devote 
quatenus quod ex caritatis vestre ardore eidem impenstim recogno- 
scimus, nostris inlervenientibus precibus ad conlinuacionem felicem in 
poslerum senciamus. Reverenciarn vestram sic dirigat et conservel 
Dei patris splendor, ut' vos vigilantem tampadem inveniat sine fine, 
Scriptum in nostn eongregacioms domo, mcenmo septimo die mensis 
Februarii. Cancellarius Universitatis Osonienais cetusque unanimis 
magistrorum regencium in eadem. 
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UwvERsis sancte matris ecclesie filiis, ad quos presentes litlere pcr- 
venerinl, Gilbenus Kymer, medicinamm doctor, Cancellarius Universi- 
tatis Oxoniensis, cetusque unanimis magistrorum regencium in eadem 
salulem in omnium Salvatore. Tociens aliissime veriiatis conspeciui 
credimus ofTerre Itbamen, quocicns virtutibus precellenti et sciencia 
fidele perhibemus testimonium digne laudis. Hinc nos, super vita 
laudabili et honeste con versa cionis fragrancla djlecti confratris noslii 
magistri Ricardi Chestre, sacre iheoiogie professoris, omnes quorum 
interest cerciorare volenies, has nostras per litteras altestamur, quod 
de predict! confratris nostri * laudabilibus meritis, per diversarum 
faculiatum gradus et studia, lanta precessit esperiencia unde odorifera 
sui nominis fama, quam apud nos in honoris apicem pretulerunt 
gjoriose accionis preconia, latere non valuit ; sed, super eminentem 
columpnam erigi digna, ceteris se prebuit studentibus vitale imitacionia 
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' Mnnplum et poimlo lucetn magnam ; adeo quod. Ljuamdiu sua pre- 
sracia nosirutn celum decoraverat, monim ornnium gravitate prefulgens 
matara, omnium amorem immaculati nominis lilulo vendicavil. Ne 
igimr, calumpniandum ' invidia aut insidJancium hora maliciose 
capUla, ejus status possit aticui in dubium revocari, eidam magisiro 
super statu suo el conversacione laudabili, ui omnibus plenius in- 
Dotescac, has litteras lestimoniales sigillo nosire Universilatis communi 
fecimus consignari. Datum Oxonie in nosire congregacionis domo, 
Tiittimo srptimo die mensis Februarii anno Domini millestmo quadn'n- 
gtnltsimo irieesimo secundo. 

fa 

^^V To the Duke of Bedford. 

^^B* Whrevtr iht seven liberal arts and Iht three philosophi 

^E 



Studied 
may be foretold, and special honour to him by whom they have 
fostered. The examples of Rome and Greece are a proof of this. 
>hile learning Nourished, success in var spread Iheir glory 
the world. Already your iiid has given an impulse to these studies 
; and we humbly beg for a conlinuanee nf the same, and particularly 
for means of regular payment to masters lecturing, provision of necessary 
ioots, and schools in which to hold the lectures. Our Chancellor will 
txplain to you our necessities more fully. 

Sesemssimo principi inclilissimoque domino, Domino duci Ande- 
gavie et Bedfordie, necnon regenii regni Franeie, nostro domino el 
graciosissimo protectori. 

Serenissime princeps prepolentissime'que domine, devolissima 
vestre celsiludini metuendissime recommendacione, omnimodo quo 
oecrt honore, humillime prcmissa : Redolens el splendidum fructifere 
doctrine egregiarum septem arcium liberalium triumque philosophiarum 
augmentum, sedulo earum continuato gignasio in quavis rtgione con- 
lingcns, non minimam glorie ejusdem excellenciam prcsagire solebat 
et presertim ipsius cujus aucloritale seu solercia ibidem 
idam processere pnmilus in doctrinam. Quam, inquam, dudum 
la poteslas, dum premissc' sapiencie in soo florebaiiL senatu, 
im orbem suo impeno gloriosc tenebat subjeclumj Quemadmodum 
|Ue Illirica regio, <lum in propriis pagis, Achadcmia videlicet et 
lis, philosophorum crevere gignasia, Minerve inlerventu universe 
leltari omnique climati sui cinguli' tnilitaris spergendo honorem, de 
Mus hosiibus victoriosutn feliciter continue reportarunl triumplium ! 







' preponlissimi ib. 
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In qtiibus namque, sacro Mercurii et philologie soluto conjugio, noo 
moiiicua mareor floridi honoris el celebriiaiis protinua esse iradimr 
consecutus. Conrormiler quidem, inclitissime princeps, ex celebri et 
fiorigera seplem arcium triumque philosophiarum doctrina. nobiscum 
vestro gracioso et voiivo jussu scoiatim fructuosum sumente inicium, 
non minus vestre illustrissime serenilalis et gloriosi regni Anglie 
amplissimum glorie et laudis fastigium veraciter credimus certissime 
pronosticari vtniunim ; et eo pocius, si ad scientifjcam ipsarum 
sophiarum tam utilem quam honorificam lecturam nobiscum perpetuo 
continuandain, de competenli stipcndio pro laboribus magislrorum 
ipsas docencium, lib risque suSicientibus et ad earum doclrinatn 
neceasariis, ac scolis in quibus amodo doceutur, mediacione vestre 
magnifice do mi nac ion is graciosa fiat provisio. Per' cujus nempe 
graciam o quante desideralam sapientiam eloquencie nobiscum celebri 
freta connubio, sue conversacionis maturilate laborisque assiduiiale, 
preclare doctrine radiis proprios divinitus audiiores illuatrans, fra- 
granciara morum venustatem et nitilancium sciencianim clarilalem, 
ac odorificam fame suaiitalem nostre Universi talis, et gloriosam 
vestri nominis magnificenciam immorlalem undequaque per orliem 
circumfunderet universum ! Qua de re memores promissi in hac 
parte vestre suavissime pielatis, quod nostrum cetum firrae spei 
nonnullis perfudit gaudiis, vestre prccellentissime domlnacionis afiec- 
tuosissime imploramus magnificenciam, quatenus pro vestro opere 
doctrinali speculacionum premissarum tam mature quam sciencialiter 
nuperrime, ut prcfertur, incepto, nobiscum perhenniter conlinuando, 
ex sinu vestre largiflue bonilatis digneiur graciosum imperriri sub- 
sidium ; necnon celeberrimo viro egregioque doctori, magistro Gilberto 
Kymer, UniversJtatis nostre Cancellario, necessitatem nostram in hac 
parte vestre prevalenlissime inciitudini proposituro. nostrarum humilli- 
marum precum instanciis aures efficaciter inclinare vestre magnifice 
pietalis. Et vestre gfaciose fundacionJs patrocinio dicle liberales artes 
el philosophic nobiscum perpetuo florentes, propter pre clariss imam 
tanti opens lanteque elemosine indigenciam, nomen vesirum celebre 
merilo reddant in eternum, ac demum* celestem, post banc lucem, 
vobis lucrentur bealitudinem in excelsis. Scriplum, 4r- Serenitaiis 
vestre oraiores perpelui Cancellarius Universiiatis Oxoniensis cetusquc 
unanimis magistrorum regencium in eadcm. 



' Thia pMsngE in the MS. a clearly w 
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66. 
To the Duke of Gloucester. 
Segutsting kt'm to speak or write to the Duke of Bedford in support 
f their prayer, as in the next preceding ktler, 

ScREKlssiMO principi prepoIenCissimoque domino, Domino duci 
Gloucestrie, Comiti Pembrochie, et magno Camerario Anglie, nostro 
domino et graciosissiino protectori. 

Eadetn liiiera, in sentencia et in terminis ul precedens immediate, 

dirigitur predicio domino duci Gloucestrie cum ista clausula super- 

addita, scilicet, ' necnon, si vestre graciosissime domi/iacimi exptditns 

videatur et libeat, iiKlitissimum principem ilbalrtmque dominum, dominum 

^^m ^Keern Bedfordie, vestrum germanum prenobilem. die/arum scteneiarum 

^^^kiKTOiunium alias sinceriler nffectantem, ad felicem ipsarum lecture 

^^^^mtbiscum cantinuacionem in aliquo suffragandum episMa dignemim, leu 

^^^k-affahi alleetum reddere vet suasum'. In quo. f(c. Vestre serenttatis 

^^B oratores perpetui Cancellarius Univcrsitatis OxoniensiR cetusque 

^^K'lBiftnimis magistrorum regencium in eadem. 



Ordinance for the Chichele chest. 



fftnry CfacheU Archbishop of Canterbury, desiring to relieve poor 
Ithotart, who, white seeking the priceless pearl of knowledge in the field 
^divine learning, are distracted by the cares of poverty, has given to the 
VmivertHy the sum of two hundred marks. This money shall be kepi in 
a that, which shall be called the Chichele Chat. 

UmvERSis sancte mairitt ecclesie fiUis, ad quos presentes littere 
pervenerint, Gilbenus Kymcr, Cancellarius Universitatis Oxoniensis, 
ctUisque unanimis Universilalis Oxoniensis magistrorum regencium 
cl non regencium in eadem, salutem in omnium Salvatore: Inter 
cetera pietaiis opera pium esse dinosciiur studencium necessiiati con- 
sulcre, necnon compassionis et misericordie oculos ad eorum relevandas 
tndigencias convertere ; ipsis de oportuno subsidio providendo, qui, ut 
in agro Domini sciencie margaritam adquirani, laboribus et erumptiis 
rariis se exponunt ; ut, submotis ab eis inopie a studio distrahentis 
molestiis, tanto uberius exercitacione scolasttca fructus atferant sciencie 
ac virtntum, quanlo abundiincius elemosinarum recepcione tempore 
Oportuno de sua inedia fuctint relevati. Hac igitur consideracione 
rootus et divinitus inspiratus, reverendissimus in Christo pater et 
dominus, dominus Henricus, dictua Chictielc, Dei gracia Cantuari- 
9 Archiepiscopus, locius Anglie prtmas et apostolice sedis tegatus. 
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nostreque Universilalis legum doctor, propter benevolenciam graciosam j 
tt specialem affeccionem, quaa ad magistros ei scolares Universitatis I 
Ttostre gerit, nobis et Universiiali predicLe donavit et tradidit ducenias j 
marcas, quas ab eodem, sua gracia, nos habuisse et recepisse cogno- 1 
scimus et fatemur, in cista nova Universitatis inlegre reponendas; 
quam cistam, ex ejusdem reverendissimi patris cognomine special!, { 
cistam ' Chichele,' Anglice ' Qiichele Wyche ',' pro peqietuo nominari, 
ac diclas ducentas marcas in uiilitatem magistrortim et scolarium in 
Universitate predicia studencium per viam mutui converti volumus*, 
sub modum et formam per nos ordinatos et subscriptos. 



For the safe cusleily thtrtof three guardians shall be elected every 
year, who shall be empowered to lend from this fund on receiving 
sufficinU pledges ; and they shall be bound by oalh to observe tkit 
ordinance. At the end of their term of office they shall render a» 
account of the stale of the fund ; princijial, interest and pledget. 
They may appoint deputies under proper restrictions. The University, 
for the corporate use, may borrow therefrom one hundred shillings ; ami 
any College, except the College of S. Mary of Winchester, jive marks. 
A Master of Arts, actually engaged in study in Oxford, may horrOB 
forty shillings, a tictniiate two and a half marks, a bachelor two marit, 
a scholar one mark. A second loan may not be contracted until thefirtt 
has been repaid. A'o loan shall be granted unless a pledge, exceeding in 
value the sum to be borrowed, be first deposited ; and such pledge, if not 
redeemed within a year and a month, may be sold to satisfy the debt. 
Pledges must be bona fide the property of the person depositing the same. 
The guardians shall visit the chest every month after due proclamation. 
Pledges offered for sale shall only be lent on approval under careful 
restrictions and upon sufficient security. 

Nos igitur, CanceKarius antedictus cetusque unanimis magistrorum 
Universitatis predicte, pro secura custodia dicte cisle et summe pecunie 
prefate reposiie in eadem, ordinamus et volumus, quod, de lidelioribufl 
et discrecioribus magisiris arcium duo regcntes et unus non-regens in 
ejus eligantur custodes, singulis annis, in vigilia concepcionis Beate 
Virginis, qui plenam babeant potestatem magistris et scolaribus nostre 
Universitatis et communilaiibus de vera sorle ciste, seu ejus excre- 
scenciis, pro sufiicientibus caucionibus, in fonna aublaxala mutuare; 
ita quod, post cleccionem eonim ad cusiodiam dicle cisle, quam cito 

' This 19 probably a mistake foi 'hutch' The chests were called • i niches? 
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commode fieri poierit, in aliqua congregacione Univei 

antequam ad ipsam custodiim admittaniur, sacramcntum prcstcnt 

corporale, quod singulas ordinacioncs huic ciste peninenles absque 

dolo vel rraude bene et fideliler observabunt ; ac ipsam pro ttnipore 

sue cusCodie indt-mpnem custodient, saltern quanium ad se pertinent 

et in ipsis est ; sic quod nullus eorum uiira unum annum ct mensem 

in custodia predicte cisie quoquo modo conlinuet, sod illi ipsam aiiis 

cusiodibus, sic m prefertur eiectis. in prima congregacione magistrorum 

post natale Domini facta, omnino deiiberent; in qua, ante suam 

deliberacionem hujusmodi, de sua admin isiracione coram auditoribuis, 

ad hoc ' per procuratores dicte Universitatis depuiatos, de vera sorte 

cisle ejusque excrescenciis, si que fuerint, et singulis caucionibus 

ejusdem, necnon de aliis quibuscunque dicte cistc pertincntibus fidelem 

el plenaiD teneaniur reddere racionem : quo modo eciam, si quis 

sul)stitutu!i fucnt alicujus cuiitodis dicte ciste absent! s, tt:mpore 

laciocitiiorum eju&dem, nomine custodis cujus vices gerit, una cum 

reliquis custodibus, vel, in eonmi absencia, eonim substimtia, tanquam 

procurator principalis in bac parte custodis, ad raciocinia reddenda 

compellatur ' : proviso, quod nullus custodum dicte ciste administra- 

cioncm ejusdem vice sua alicui committal, nisi magistro vel bachilario 

Universitatis jurato, predictum juramentum tempore substitucionis sue 

COnSimtliier subeunti : sic eciam quod, Japso anno et Tdtmt CUStodie 

dicte cistc, custodibus prioribus de sorte cisle vel ejus excrescenciis 

not) iiceat cuiquam mutuare ; nee datas impignoracionis cujuscunque 

pignons immutare, neque quamque caucionem renovari permittere 

quoquo modo: liceat tamen eis excrescencias solvere hiis, quibus 

debientlir, el pccuniam debitam cistc exigere et recipere ac pignora 

P.fecTU'e ; hoc addito, quod Universilas ad cotnmunem usum mutuo de 

^4icU cista recipiat centum solidos pro una vice, et quodlibet collegium 

E^Dinque marcas. Item, quilibct magister regens vel non-rcgena, 

■ auidens in Universitale, de cadem mutuare potent, ad usum suum 

IjMOprium ct non alterius, quadraginta solidos et non plus pro una 

f'Vice, Item, quilibet licenciaius in aliqua facultate mutuari potest, ad 

, suum proprium et non ad allerius, solum duas marcas et 

I dmiiltum pro una vice ; el bachalarius, qui in aliqua facultate formam 

l:)egcndi complevit, mutuari potest, ad suum usum et non alterius, 

ftioluro duaa marcas pro una vice; necnon quillbel bacbilarius alius 

[i solidos ; et quilibet scolaris unam maicam, et non ultra quovis 

' qncsiio colore, per se vel per aiium, pro una vice mutuari possuni 

cuts de prcdicia : nee quivis predictorum mutuancium iterrnn de 

a per se vel per alium quicquid mutuo recipere debet, donee de 

lt»t Hpiilicil on margin by Ulei hand. * nrnpellanlur MS, 
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priore mutuo plene fuerit sal isfac turn ; el ex tunc, post medielaiem 
anni, taniumdera dc eadem cista mutuo recipere potest, et deinceps, 
abstjue fraude et malo ingenio, quum opus habet; hoc diligencius 
observato, quod nulli communitaii vel persone, nisi alicui predictorum, 
presietur rauiuum de sorie predicte ciste vel ejus excrescenciis quoquo 
modo, nee eciam alicui ip^arum, nisi sub reali el sufficienti pignore, 
pecuniam sic mutuandam in valore notabili excedente ; quod quidem 
pignus, nisi infra mensem post suam superannuacionem, si plenus 
terminus fuerit, vel infra primum mensem proxiini termini, si vacacio 
fuetit, debiie luatur, statim proclamacione publica precedente, vendi- 
cioni publice exponatur ; ita quod, cum pignus venditum fuerit, retenta 
ciste Bumma proprii mutui, residuum precii, si quod fuerit, impignoranli 
Fol. a6 a. solvalur '. Item, quod quicunquc exponentes pignora, sive pro pecunia 
dicte ciste, sive pro aliis pignoribus vendicioni espositis, et ad in- 
speccionem seu examinacionem reteptis, jurent se potestatem habere 
taliter obligandi hujusmodi pignora que exponunt. Item, quod quo* 
libet mense pleni termini teneantur custodes dictam cistam visltare, 
proclamacione more solito per scolas publice precedente. Item, quod 
nullum pignus de cista predicts vendicioni expositum, sive de voluntale 
impignorantis infra annum, sive per custodes ciste post annum, cul- 
quam ad examinacionem vel inspeccionom iradalur, nisi corporalc 
prestiterit juramentum, quod pignus hujusmodi non accipit fraudulenter 
ad implendum ' vel differendum vendicionem illius ; et ad juramenta 
hujusmodi exigenda quilibet librarius vel stacionarius Universitatis 
astringatur. liem, quod qui pignus vendicioni expositum ad in- 
speccionem vel examinacionem habere voluerit, aliud pignus, nota- 
biliter excedens precium ptgnoris venalis, secundum eslimacionem 
slacionarii seu librarii venditoris, eidem exponat, et sic pignus venale 
ad examinacionem per ocio dies hcenier habeat ; quod si infra octo 
dies dictum precium constitulum super pignore venali eidem stacionario 
non solvent, nee ipsum pignus venale eidem restituerit, extunc pignus 
ejus sic siacionario expositum remancat ciste in statu prioris pignoris 
obligatum ; iia videlicet quod, per custodes ciate precio consiituio 
vendicioni exponatur, sicut de pignoribus superannuatis fieti con- 
suevit : quo vendito, reservetur summa mului principalis, et, si quid 
rci^iduum fuerit, assigneiur ei, qui primo pignus exposuit, solum 
tantum quantum precium super ejus pignore constitulum excedlt 
!.uiiimam muiui principalis ; et, si adhuc preter hoc aliquid super- 
fuerit, illud ei, qui pignus posierius siacionario tradidil, assignelur ; et 
aic Gat singulis impignoramibus quod justum est. 
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Jh the chist a regiiler shall bt ktpl of names and oilier parlkulars, 
whiih rtgisUr thai! bt examined every year, and a/lerwards cancelled, 
but mil rendered illegible. 

The auditors who examine the aeeounis of the oulgotng guardians 
shall deliver an indenture of the same la the proclnrt. 

All slalulei relating to chests in general shall hold garni as respects the 
Chithele Cheat, and misuse or embezzlement if the funds shall involve 
rx<9mmuni(ation. 

Item, quod in prefata cista, sit regisCnim, in quo annis singulis, instanle 
coinpoio, per cusiodes compoium reddituros scribanlur singillatim 
nomina illorum, quibus debebunlur escrescencie de pignoribus venditis 
anno illo, videlicet post ultimum compoium precedentem, una cum 
summis excrescenciarum debitarum singulis eorumdem ; que scriptura 
per auditores compoti examinetur, ut concordet cum summa novarum 
esc resccnci arum inserenda indenture super ilium compoium faciende; 
ne quis, cujus pignus, ultra summam muiui per ipsum de cisia acceptt, 
venditum forsan (uerit, per cusiodum ciste injuriam seu negligenciam, 
debitis sibi excrescenciis defraudeiur. Cum excrescencic sic in registro 
descripte ill! cui debebunlur fuerint persoluie, scriptura ipsas' con- 
ccroens cancelletur in prcfato' registro, ila Lamen ut videii possit 
ijuod fuerat ibl scriplum ; cancellaie vero hujusmodi scripture per 
auditores proximi comp)oti sequentis exammentur*, ut concordent 
cum summa excrescenciarum, quas cusiodes coram cJs allegabunt de 
temporibus suam administracionem prccedentibus, ut liquere possit 
sic se soivisse, ne forte in poslerum eedem excrescende indebite per- 
solvantur. Item, quod auditores compoti custodum priorum dicte 
t dSe exquisite ipsum audieni, ac indenturam summam sortis' cisie 

dncntem, una cum excrescenciis et caucionibus ejusdem ciste 
luibuscunque, post hujusmodi compotum receptum staiim procura- 

ibtis Utiiversitatis deliberent, in eorum cistam reponendam ; cujus 
iture alia pars remaneat in predicta cista, per quam custodes novi 
o compoto fuluro valeant onerari. Item, quod omnia statuta et 
Kisueiudines laudabiles conservacionem cistarum concernencia, per 

mcellarium et Universilatem nostram facta vel in posterum facienda, 

mmodo presenti ordinacioni nuUatenus repugneni, circa custodiam 
icie ciste per presenies ordinamus et volumus ob^ervari. 



At « recompense for his charity, the founder of the chesi shall be 
fchtnid among the benefactors of Iht University ; and every year, when 
\tpriat goes round all the schools to ask the prayers of the scholars for 

' ipses MS. ' prejala ib. ' ixaminetur ib. ' urtt ib, 
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all btnf/tirlom. his name shall be specially maitioncJ. Every year also 
mass ' dt Trimtale ' shall be said Jar him ; and after his death, on the 
annivenary of that ft-ent if possible, mass ' de difunelis ' shall be said fur 
him for ever. Likewise every one who borrows from the said ehesi shall 
be bound to say five times the ' Paler nosier ' and ' Ave Maria,' for the 
souls of the founder and all the faithful departed ; and^ if a priest, he 
shall be bound to celebrate mass ' de requiem 'for the said souls. This 
ordinance shall be a statute of the University, and be eniered in the boolcs 
of the Chancellor and proctors- 



Nos igitur, Cancellarius predictus cetusque unanimis magistromra 
Universitatis premissc, predictam pecuniam nullalenus alienandam, sed 
in preratos pios usus, et non in alios quoquo modo convertendam, 
diffinitive et finaliier pronunciamus ; omnea et singulos primo et 
iiecundo et tercio Tnonendo, sub pena exconimunicacionis majoris, 
quam ferimus in hiis scriplif in omnes contravenienies, ne de dicta 
pecunia quiequid maliciose et fraudulenter auferre, diminuere, vel in 
alios usus vertere quam premissos aliquis aliquo modo presumat 
aliquive presumanL Insuper, attenta consideracione diligencius advet- 
[cntes devocionis nobilitatem, ac caritaiivam liberaliiatcm a prefatoi 
reverend! ssimo in Christo paire nobis graciose monstraias, suamque 
piunificenciam cum graciarum accionibus merilo amplectentes, sibi 
spiritualium muncrum retribucionem rependere cupiendo, prefatum 
reverendum pairem inter benefactores noslre Universitatis admittimus, 
concedentes eidem quod sit particeps omnium bonorum, que pro 
benefactoribus dicie Universitatis Gent in perpetuum ; et quod nomea 
ejus nominibus benefactorum nostrorum perpetuo ascribatur ; quodque 
annia singulis, sacerdote circuiente scolas singulas magistrorum ad 
orandum pro benefactoribus Universitatis, nomen prefati reverendissimi 
palris, tarn in vita quam post obitum ipsius, inter ceteros bencfactorcs 
specialiter recitetur: singulis insuper annis, dum viserit, convenicnciore 
die per Cancellarium el procuratores ad hoc assignaia. a regenlibus 
Universitalis missa pro eo 'de Trinitale' decantetur ; ita quod, post 
mortem dicti reverendissimi patris, die quo dc hac luce migraverit, si 
comode fieri poteril, seu alio viciniore sequenle, saltern non legibili, 
missa ' de defunctis ' cum exequiis mortuonim precedentibus a nobis et 
jPol. a6 b- successoribus noslris pro eodem reverendissimo palre cum diacono et 
sub-diacono fiei in perpemum Celebris et solempnis; magistris re- 
genlibus ad hoc more solilo convocandis, quorum quilibel hujusmodi 
misse a principio evangclii usque ad ultimum 'Agnus Da,' in fide 
prestita Univcrsitati, interetse leneaiur ; iia quod quilibel, muiuum 
secundum formam prediclam recipicns de dicta cista, staiim bona fide 
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promiitai quod, pro bono statu dicli reverendissimi patris, dum vivit, 
aut pro anima ejus post mortem et animabus omnium benefactorum 
ejusdem cisie, et omnium fiJelium defunctorum, quiiiquies oracionem 
dotninicam, tociensque salutacionem Beale Marie Virginis devote 
dicet ; ac, si non presbiter sii, quod infra octo dies a tempore hujus- 
modi mutni reccpti exequias ' cum novem leccionibus dicet defunc- 
tonim : quodque, si presbiter sit, celebrabit infra idem tempus ' de 
rtfuitm ' unam missam pro animabus omnium predictorum. Volumus- 
que et ordinamus, quod omnia et singula predicta pro statutis de 
ceiero inwolabiliter observentur in perpetuum, et in libris Cancellarii 
el procuralorum cum statutis aliis inserantur perpetuo duraiura; que 
ad perfietuani rei memoriam voiumus et concedimus coram nobis 
iicnteDciatiter recilari, cum statuta nostra adjurata legi contigerit, ut 
cS tnoris. Acta et statuta sunt hec in congregacione solempni regen- 
dum ei non-regencium, in eccksia Beate Marie Virginis Oxonie 
solcmpniler celebrata, ex unanimi consensu non-regencium et omnium 
facultatum, existeniibus procurator! bus venerabilibus viris magistris 
Wilielmo Brandone et Johanne Hals, vicesimo quano die mensis 
May!, anno Domini millesimo quadringeniesimo Iricesimo secundo. 
Ad premis^a autem omnia et singula fideli[er et sine fraude perpetuo 
ficienda et inviolabiliter ob&ervanda, nos, Cancellarius et magistri pre- 
dicti per presentes obligamus nos et succeSsores noslros, el ea omnia 
facere et observare promittimus bona fide : et ut prefate nostre con- 
cessiones et ordinaciones robur obtineant perpetue firmitatis, presentes 
tilteras nostras patentes fieri fecimus, sigilli Universitatis nostre com- 
munis appensione muniias, in lidem el testimonium omnium pre- 
missorum. Datum in domo noslre congregiiciom's anno prediclu mimis 
Jtinii die qutnta, 

- 67. 

^H Testimonial letter for Master William Carelake. 

^B.VKIVKRSts sancte malris ecclesie filiis, ad quoa presentes liltere 
pervenerint, Cancellarius Universitatis Oxoniensis cetusque unanimis 
magisirorum regencium in eadem salute m in omnium Salvalore, 
Tociens akissime veritatis conspeciui credimus offerre Jibamen, quo- 
dens virtutibus precellenti et' scicncia fidele perhibemus testimonium 
digne laudis : Hinc nos super laudabili vita et lionestc conversacionis 
(ragntncia dilecti confratris nostri Willelmi Carelake, arcium magistri, 
omnes quorum interest cerciorare volentes, has nostras per Utlera!i 
attcsiatnur, quod de predicli confraiiis noatri laudabiliUus mentis {>cr 
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sepiem liberalium arcium Blutiia tania prccessit experienria, unde 
OfJorifera sui nominis fama, quam apud nos in honoris apicem pro- 
liilcnint gloriose accionis precoma, laiere non valuit; sed super 
eminentem coJumpnam erigi digna, ceteris se prebuit studenlibus 
viiale imilacionia exemplura ct populo lucem magnam; adeo quod, 
quamdiu sui presencia ceium nostrum decoraverat, omnium morum 
gravilate prefulgens matura, amorem omnium immaculati nominis 
litulo vendicavit. Ne igitur, calumpniancium invidia aut insidiancium 
hora maliciose captaia, ejus status possit alicui in dubium revocari, 
eidem magistro super statu sue laudabili, u[ omnibus plenius innotescat, 
has litteras tentimoniales sigillo nostre Universitatis cotnmuni fecimus 
consignari. Datum Oxonie in nostra eongregacionii domo, vieesimo 
siptimo die Aprilh anno Domini millemno quadringtnksimo tricnimo 
lercia. _ 

6S\ H 

To the Pope. ^ 

Congratulatory on his efforts to suppress heresy and schism, and 
assuring him of the cordial obedience and cooperation of the Univenily. 

Sanctissimo in Christo patri et domino, Domino Eugenic, Romane 
ac univeisalis ecclesic summo pontifici. 

Sanctissime paler, perhumilUma, usque ad sanctiiatis vestre * pedum 
oscula beatorum, recommendacione premissa ; Ex tenorc Ittterarum 
cjusdem sanctitalis, quas cum humilitate debita pariier et devoia viee- 
simo primo die mensis Aprilis recepimus, pium cognovimus desiderium 
quod habere deproperal ad gregem sib! credilum a Domino Jesu 
omnium Salvatore ; presertim circa unitatis ecclesie presen'acionem, 
heresium ' extirpacionem ac dissidencium pacilicacionem ; pro qui bus 
omnibus Deum humillime [letimus, quatenus ex alto ad ea voiive 
dignelur respicerc, usque ad exaudicionis effectum sua ineffabili 
piclaie ; ut sic ecclesia catholica colla contra eam volentes erigere in 
virtute Altissimi vehcmcnter comprimere, et superbas eorum cervices 
jugo rectitudinis valeat incurvare. O felix hora coronandaque intencio, 
quibus divina clemencia supremum ccclesie speculaiorem super gregcra 
suum sic ammonuit vigilare, ne Petri navicula scismatice lempestatis 
(luctibus ac Cbrislianorum discordia invalescente fundilus deperirct! 
Ymmo in non modicum solamen Christi ecclesic miliiantis late jam 
per orbem extirpare desudat lante sanctitatis industria, nedum horrenda 
gcnimina heresium ' et errorum, vcrum eciam Chrii 

■ This cpiitle \i ciowd out in the MS. 
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. tr— 4]iioruni deflenda divisione human! sang^iinis indies provocalur dilu- 
vium, et Christiana religio plus solilo refrigescit — ad Spiritua unitatem 
in pacis vinculo studiose nititur invitare. Certissime speramus quod 
ecclesie membra, vario scismatice ' pestis, proch dolor, infirmata con- 
tagio, vestre sub sanctilaris presidio diffuse in orbis finibus preoplalum 
saniutis recipient incrementum ; ecclesiaque liberabilur ab liostibus, 
purgabitur a spurciciis, solidabitur in fide, et BnaliCcr vesiro sanctissimo 
regimini per obedienck vinculum corda subdentur locius poputi Chris- 
uani Et nos pro viribus noslris, apostolicis volis obcdientes, humtllime 
(jSeriiDDS nos semper paratos exsequi quecunque fuerint vestre bene- 
{dacita sanctitati ; quam conservare dignetur Altissimus sue tranquillo 
legimini ecclesie sacrosancle. Scriptum Oxonie in noslre congrtgacionis 
dme, vicuimo lercio die manh Apriiis. Sanctitaiis vestre humillimi " 
onuores Cancellarius cetusque unaniniis magislrorum regencium vestre 
UniveisitaLis Oxonie. 

To the Abbot of Gloucester. FoI. 37 a. 

Commends to his favour Master Wiliiam Brandon, lately proctor. 

Revesendo in Christo patri, Domino Roberto, Dei gracia Abbali i433' 
Gloucesiiiensi. 

Reverende in Christo pater et domine, intemas reverencias tanto 
patri debitas cum honore, et dc vestri paternalis Tavoris oliva gratuiia 
DOsUi studii Truclus continue pariurire'. Tenere vos credimus quod, 
ex justicie debjto, hii debeant in pcrcipiendis premiorum manipulis 
ceteros anleire, qui sciencie et virtutis rutila preherainent lionestate: 
Ea propter paternitaii vestre, quam cincera dileccione prosequimur, 
(arisbimtim confratrem no&lrum magisirum Willelmum Brandon, ar- 
cium magisirum, nuper noslre Universiialis procuratorem, virum quippe 
budabihbus scienciarum el vite meritis, conversacionis fragrancia aliis- 
jque virtulibus multifarie insignitum, in spirituatibus et temporalibus 
imspectum, cujus peticiam et discrecionem per operis exercicium 
experimur, specialius quo valemus commendantes ; vos attenle 
■camur. quatinus ad cundem confratrem nostrum patemitatis 
vestre affectus intlammelur, favoris et specialis benevolencie radios 
coQvertens ad sue exaliacionis commodutn ; ui eo plenius eidem vestre 
paicmitaii ad graciarum iniernius teneamur acciones, quo ipsum gracio- 
de vestri pectoris armario noverimus exaliatum ; ex dicto recen- 
phtlosophico illud )>criinere locius ad integriiaicm quod uni sue 
' urtmalic MS ' liumillime ih. ' fiartuririib. 
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parti impenditur ad profectiim, Paiernitatem vestram inter sanctos' 
collocari antistites infinita felicitale plenus' tribnat ipse Deus. Scrip/um 
Oxoni't in noslre congregadonis domo. mcnsis Afaii dif quarto. Can- 
cellarius Universilatis Oxoniensis cetusque unaniims magistrorum 
regencium in eadem. 



70. 

b. Testimonial letters for Master John Treguran, and 
several others. 

Univkrsis sancte matris ecclesie (iliis, ad quos presences liltere per- 
venerinl, Cancellarius Universiiaiis Oxoniensis celusque unanlmis 
magiatrorum regencium in eadem salutem in omnium Salvatore. 
Tociens altissime veritatis conspeciui credimus offerre libamen, quo- 
ciens viriuiibiis preccUenti et sciencia fidele perhibemus lesiimonium 
digne laudis r Hinc nos, super laudabili vita el honeste conversacionis 
fragrancia dilecti confratris nostri magislri Johannia Treguran, arcium 
magislri, omnes quorum inierest cerciorare volentes, has nostras per 
litteras auestamur, quod de predict! confratris nostri laudabilibus merttls, 
per seplem liberalium arcium sludia, tanta precessit experiencia, unde 
odorifera sui nominls fama, quam apud nos in honoris apicem pre- 
tulerunt gloriose accionis precoma, latere non valuit, sed super emi- 
nentem columpnam erigi ' digna ceteris se prebuit studenlibus vitale 
imitacionis exemplum et populo lucem magnam ; adeo quod, quamdiu 
sua prescncia cetum nostrum decoravcrat, omnium morum gravitate 
prefulgens maiura, amorem omnium immaculaii nominis liiulo vendi- 
cavit. Ne igitur, calumpniancium invidia aut insidiancium hora 
malicJDse capiata, ejus status possit alicui in dubium revocari, eidem 
magistro, super statu suo laudabili, ut omnibus plenius innotescat, has 
litteras testimoniales sigillo nostre Universitatis communi fecimus con- 
signari. Datum Oxont'e in nostre congrtgacionis riomo, ultimo die mentis 
Junii anno Domini miUesimo quadringentestino tricesimo tcrn'o. 

Consimiles liltere erant sigillale pro magistris Morgano Wynter et 
Petro Provost; et alia pro magistro Vincencio Clement, sub dato 
pcDultimi diei predicti mensis Junii. Consimiles eiiam littere pro 
magistris Willelmo Dowson et Benedicto Burgh, sub dato tercii diei 
mensis Juiii. 

Item, consimiles litterae erant sigillate pro doctoribus Thoma Colas 
utriusque juris docCore et arcium magistro, Roberto Grencwode et-J 
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a Caunton legum doctoribus, sub dato secundi diei mensis Julii 
O Domini supradicto, millesimo quadringenlesimo tricesimo tercio '. 
I, consimilts litlera eral sigillata pro magislro Johanne Croxby, 
;iuni, et baecalario sacre theologie, sub dato decimi noni 
(fid mensis JuJii anno Domini supradicto. 

Item, consimilis liltera fuit sigillala pro magistra Thoma Luddelowe, 
Bacre theologie professore, sub dalo' vicesimo septimo die AugusCi 
anno Domini supradicto. 

Item, consimilis liltera erat sigillata pro magistro Johanne Pygg, 
magistro arcium, sub dato decimi noni diei mensis Octobriii anno supra 
dicEo. 

71- 

To the Archbishop of Canterbury. Foira^ m. 

Wi knax your cart for us, and how you desire that our ferliU soil 
may produce fruitful olive trees, io muliiply the oil of Catholic doctrine. 
Wt are deeply grateful, and make bold Io commend to your favour 
Master T. Colas, hoping that our inlercession may it of service to him 
in the business he has in hand. 

Reverendissimo in Chrislo palri el domino, Domino Henrico, Dei 
gracia Archiepiscopo Cantuariensi, tocius Anglie primati, et apostolice 
sedis legato, domino nostro graciosissimo. 

Revere ndissi mo in Cliristo pairi et domino, quem magnifice laudis 
protcctorem perpetuum collaudancium humilium preconio sue obe- 
diencie filiorum cetus glorificat unanimis, diutine ad ecclesie et sui 
cleri sohmina vivere in humanis. Immense leticie jitbilo dies gaudii 
eolempnizat mater nostra Oxoniensis Universitas, vesire consolacionis * 
ex ubenbus graciose refecia ; eo quod vestre sanctissime paternitatis 
pietas sue grade ymbres continue disiillare non cessat, ad Dei noslrique 
Btudii incrementum pariier et honorem. Scimus etenim, maniTeste 
Opcracionis lumine. quod fecunda vestra devocio vigilant! ex animo 
dcsiderat ut noslre Universilatis fertili de campo germinantes oriantur 
<AvK, crescant, lloreant, fructilicent et sancte conversacionis difTundant 
odorero, oieumque caibolice doctrine multiplicent in ecclesia Dei 
lancia. In Dostre igilur mentis registrata firmissime memoria repeli- 
mus quanta et qualia largissima manus veslra nobis graciose donavil ; 
pro quibus ex profundi cordis vena fontali graciarum acciones una- 
niroiier cxhaurimus, quas vesire reverendissime palernitali totis viribus 
imniolarous, supplicantes cum prostrato spiritu, quatinus ad alme 

' Here follow five lines completely oblilerated. ' sul' dalos /«*, M.S. 
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m^lris nosire commodum et honorem continue perseverel gracia pater- 
nalis; nee ampliua nostra desisiil fiducia, quam vestram penes patemi- 
tatem habemus, karissimum confratrem nosirum magislrum T. Colas 
utriusque juris egregium doclorem, virum providum et circumspectum, 
laudabilibusmeritis.moribiis.et scienciisomniumquevirtutum fragrancia 
redimitum, manuum veslrarum pio favori humiliter commendare; ut 
has devotas el humiles sue malris preces sibi suis in agendis senciat 
valituras. Reverendissima vestra paternitas, pro vigili putacione vinee, 
in felicitate plena per manus celestis Agricole premietur. Scriplum 
Oxonie in nostra cmgregaeionh domo mmns Julii dit iecundo, vesire 
Universitatis humiilimi lilii Can cell ari us Universitalis Oxonien^s 
cetusque magistrorum regencium in eadem. 



73. ■ 

>. To the Duke of Bedford. I 

Nothing is more praisfweriky than providing for Ike necessities ef 
masters engaged in teaching, that their minds may be free from the 
anxiety of want. Having heard from our Chancellor of your intention 
to found a perpetual exhibition for this purpose, we venture to urge that 
it may be speedily effected. The leaching of the liberal arts and philosophy 
has been long almost extinct, and your liberality will redound to your 
honour. 

Illustrissimo principi seremssimoque domino. Domino duci Ande- 
gavie et Bedfordie regentique regni Francie, domino nostro singularis- 
simo. 

Serenissime princeps strenuissimeque domine, vestre precelleniis- 
sime ceUitudini humillima rccommendacionis humanitaie premissa. 
Nil sane laudabilius nilque memorabilius rebus senseiur in humams 
quam, pro peculiari sciencianim et vinutum incremento, magistrorum 
in almis Universitatibus ipsas docencium relevari inopias ; quo bono- 
nim fortime freii adminicuto iidem, quos aliter inedia a studio distra- 
herel, pro sludentes ibidtm efficaciter imbuendo, prosperius continuare 
valent : et presertim lanio pocius quanto hujuscemodi studionim ' fama, 
fulgore vere doctrine talis raediacione subsidii coniinuato, et tandem in 
quarumlibet Bcienciarum ac facultatum plenam crescente ubertatem, 
merito apud universos supereminenter crebreseens, suonim et relevan- 
cium gloriosum et splendidum ubilibet reddit nomen. Modo namque — 
Ut relalu egregii ac honorabilis doctoris circumspcclique viri, magistri 
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FGHbeni K>Tier. vestra contemplacionc in nostrum denuo prefecii 
Cancellarium, necnon magislri W. Kilnewelmersch, vestri capellani, 
nuperrimeunanitniterexukandorecepimus — vesiradommacioquandam 
eshibicionem perpeluam pro doctoribus el magislris regentibus, ad or- 
dinariam nedum' arcium liberalium et philosophiarum, itaque' quarum' 
libet aliarum facultaium in nostra Universiiate continuandam lecturam, 
Deo propicio V. anuuenle, liberaliter providere graciose intendil et 
pfoponit; ut plereque sciende satis nobiles diutino' sopore, seu veriua 
nexibns mortis oppresse, ad viiam, vestra benefica manu de sepukhro 
ignorancie espergefacte, gloriosissime rcsuscitentur. Unde vestram 
incliiissimam suppliciier deprecando quesumus serenitaicm, quaienus 
vestram loti ecclesie Calholice et nobis tarn honorabilem et tam profec- 
ticiam iniencionem celerem deducere clignemini in effecium : interniua, 
princeps preexcellenlissime, advertcntes, quod tam meritorii opens 
magniltca enecucione, quam ardeniissime spei affeccione flammea 
prestolamur, vestra largiflua munificencia nostra Universitas locu- 
pletaia, ad vestri nominis perpetuam magnificenciam eterneque glorie 
premium, in diviciis scienciarum procul dublo ad apicem crescit 
de^deratissime perfeccionis. In quibus vobis, quoad utrumque homi- 
nem, continue feliciier prosperaiis, vestram prepotentissimam inclitu- 
dinem tam in via quam patria jugiter abundare optamus munimine 
Chrisii Jesu. Seripium Oxom't in notlri congregoeianis domo. pfnutlimn 
Jit mmii JuniL Vestre illustrissime serenitaiis humillimi oratores 

C|CuiceUarius Universitatis Oxoniensis cetusque unanimis magistrorum 
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To the Bishop of Coventry and Lichfield. 
Matter Ckrhtophir KnoUys has told us of your geoiiness to him : and 
I are thankful both /or that and also for your favour to us shown by 
mr promotion of graduate. 

REvntRNDO in Chrislo pairi el domino, domino Willelmo, Dei gracia 

nsi et Licbfeldensi episcopo. 
Reverencias omnimodas, el, pro impensis constudencium vinee 
lis, elerne beatiludinis recompensam possidere finaliler cum 
Quia ex relacione venerabilis eonfratris nostri Crisiopheri 
Milys, arcium magistri et in theologia baccalarii, nuper accepimus 
vestre patcmalis benevotcncie beneficia graciosa eidcm con- 
; nee cessal indies patema vesira gracia, eciam non pulsata, 
• srpiimt ' ati/iiil • diuUMf MS. 
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sacras vestras manus [ad] ' nostre matris filios promovendos exterdere 
f;radualos; hec igitur vivaci coniemplanles memoria, ad interriores 
nostri' cordis reddendas graciarum acciones, quas valemus, merito 
excitamur; dignum namque resensenles pliilosophico ex dicto illud 
toeius ad integritatem pertincre quod sue parti impendilur ad pro- 
fecium. Preterea nostra non desistit fiducia, quam penes vesiram 
bFoL ag a. habemus paternitalem graciosam, eundem confratrem nostrum, lauda- 
btlibus moribus meritis et scienciis omniumque vinutnm splendoribus 
ac fragrancia redimilum, manibus vestre incepte carilalis graciosis 
commendare ; supplicantes devote quatinus, quod ex vestre carilalLs 
ardore eidem impensum cognoscimus, nostris intervenientibus precibus, 
ad continuacionem felicem in posterum senciamus. Paiemitatcm 
vestram Jesus Christus conservet in humanis, el in terra vivencium vos 
ascribai collegio pontificuna supemoriim. Scriplum Oxoni'e in msire , 
congrfgacionis domo, quinto die mentis Augusli. Veslre patemiiali( 
dcvoli oratores Cancellarius Universitatis Oxoniensis cetusquc \ 
nimia magistronim regencium et non-regendum in eadem. 
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To the Bishop of Bath and Wells, Lord Chancellor. 

We knmv thai you dislrihule justice equally lo all, and are sure 
yrmr filial love for the Universily, your mother and ours. To you i 
/eel no shame in exposing our calamities. A I this critical time, wiat\^ 
this our mother is, so to speak, in labour, bringing forth the fruits q^B 
learning^ she is threatened by unnatural sons with loss of her vital f 
privileges. 

Stiprascripdo Litter e. 

Reverendissimo in Christo patri et domino, Domino Johanni, Dei J 
gracia Batoniensi et Wellensi episcopo, Anglie CanecUario, suo domino-| 
singularissimo. 

Humillime recommendacionis obsequium omnimodis cum revcrenciis 1 
pariter et honore. Etsi singulis juris beneficia peientibus sub favore | 
veslre palemitatis libera pietas scalurial dislribuilque manu larga ; per- i 
maxinie tamen pias ipsiua mains prcces lacrimosis evisceratas cum J 
suspiriis, de cujus lactante ubere absque defectu vestra florigera scien- 1 
ciarum maluritas traxil ortum, exaudire' solet ab anliquo, proat I 
ordinal! amoria Dormula decrevil perenniter. pie pater, pasioc I 
vigilans circa gregem, zelator cleri, regni consultor ac tribunali judeK j 



■ ai omitled MS. 



■^il». 



' eiandiri ib. 
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R majoH, ad vcsire exaudicionis oraculum Universiias mater nostra, 
Umquam ad firmiorem ipsiiis columnam ejusque precipuum solainen, 
in adveriiU, ululantem erigit vultum, non dedignando genu (lectori as 
precum efTundere tnstancias, nee ina. inaudita damnosaquc opprobria 
faleri veretur; sed velul inverecunda, cnulliplicem verecundiam, per 
ingratos, licet non iniquos, utinam equos, filios sibi nuperrime initam 
paiiterque prosecutam, audet proclamare voce alta. Nam ipsa, morum 
« scienciarum fecunditate gravida, timet cum timore, ne a suis cmulis 
aierinisque filiis molestetur in parlu ; ac pavescens ululat, cum videt 
a suis se Ubertatibus denudari pristinis. Igitur ad tarn sineeri patris 
favorem consueieque ' proteccionis refugium festtnat in presenli, j)er 
discretes providosque viroB magistros W. Dowson. nostre Unlversiiatia 
piocuratorem, et Robertum Bewley, arcium magislrum ; vesiram pater- 
nalem infonnando ckmenciam de et super omnibus et singulis actis 
vd' faciis, propter que reverendissime paternitati vestre predict! ma- 
gistri deleganlur in oralores ; votis cum inlernis supplicando, quatenus 
prcfatos oralores elemencius exaudire', ac in dicendis ceterisque pro- 
ponendis lidem in mente vestre patemitatis dignemini stabilire ; cujus 
indhissimam pastoralemque paternitatem in prosperis augmentet Deus 
anus. Scriplum Oxortie in nosltf congregarwnis domo, mcnsis Oetobris 

^^K In/ra-scripcio lilierr^ 

^^^'Sevotissima vesira oratrix Universitas studii Oxoniensis. 
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To the Pope, Fol. sigbTl 

In bthalf of Thomas Rodebourne, bigging that his ekcliou la the 
tpriek of S. Davids may bt confinatd. He has fitltd the highest 
oficu in the Univtrsify and lh( ryial palace ; he is ihosen alike iy 
fiiMg, nobles and commons, is of irreproachable life, and of pro/bund 
learning, and will, we cannot doubt, failh/ally feed the flock committed to 
kit charge. 

SA^CTlsslHO in Christo patri el domino. Domino Eugenio, divina 1433. 
providcncia sacrosancte ac universalis ecclesie summo pontidci. 

Devolissima ante pedes terrarum oscula humillime recommenda- 
cionis votis cum omnimodis. Beatissime pater, miliiantis ecclesie 
diadema, firmissima fidei pelra, sceptrum spci Chrisliane cciicaque 
poUalas, vestre sanctitatis preterrenda clemencia benignitasque magni- 
fies, a supplicatoriis precum votis per fidem ' oblatis domesticus " nulla- 

'(»>in«/i MS. ' w ib, ' exaudh-iih, ' fidei '^. * demeiliciim^ 
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tenus retardat aaditum, dum ad sacrosancte ecclesie honorem fidelium- ' 
que salutetn sua pcrtraclant negocia, immo pocius, tanquam matema 
pielas clauslrata in visceribus, ipsonim preces resalutare solel cum 
eifeciu ; hinc est quod tam saoctissimi ' palris obedientissima protes 
Universitas siudii Osoniensis, maier lamen nostra, omnimode eru- 
bescens vecordie audacem erigit' animum, genuflexaa ministrando 
supplicaciones ' pro incorponitissimo filio suo confratreque nostro 
Thoma Rodebourne, in longevis virtuium diebus probatissimc stabi- 
lilum, scienciarum liberalium sacreque theologie irradiante fulgore; 
quem quondam concors Universiiatis prelibate calerva, suis interne 
contemplaiis mentis, in ipsius studii regimen ejusque Canccllatium 
tanquam solidiorem vocavit in agendis, qnem et illuslrissimi regis 
nostri vivax consilium humanis in regendis* providum, lucidiorem 
velut tucemani in regio pakcio ordinavit, ut ipsius lux conversacione 
ac vita juvenescens aliorum luceat ad exemplar; et quem jam his 
novissimis in diebus ac ad Dei laudem, tuitorium Petri navicule 
solamen ', monstruosonim morum exlirpacionem ac fidei augmcntum, 
ut speramus, dcvota famosaque ecclesia Menevensis, Spiritu Sancto 
duce vie °, Canonice elegit in paslorem ; quem ad cathedram exaltari 
pastoralem metucndissimi ' domini regis nostri quam felix regalia 
procerum ac tocius populi invtscerata alTectaC adopcio. Quis paler 
pins tam circumspecti filii denegaret honorem, quis pasior benevolus 
subdili tam providi retraheret mercedcm, quis dispensator fidelis servi 
tam diiigentia rejiceret famulamm ? Numquid circumspectum Salo- 
monem patema pieias, cum sceplro honoravit regali; numquid legem 
per Mosaicam, ubi ministrorum ecclesie militaniis fractus figuratur 
mercedis, tribus preaccepia Levitica; numquid et ipse Pharao dili- 
genciam Joseph in famulatu adoptavit regni ad salutem P O pic 
pater, porta salutis, mundi viia, sidus aureum cunclis illustrans 
Christicolis, lex regnorumque regimen, presulum gemma ac celigenis " 
compar, per humillimas precum insiancias mediis cum commenda- 
toriis, prout carilativum veritatis vinculum nos coarctat, sanctissimc 
vestre dirigimus habundanciusque efTundimus patemitati ; quatinus 
tam felicem viatorem, in vinea Domini custodem per\*igilem, vita 
immaculata, moribus virtuosis, conversacioncque modesla pubescentem 
senili sub mensura, sua in elecciotie suscipere commendalum, et con- 
firmare ac admittere apostolica dignetur celsitudo ; inopinalam tencntes 
credenciam, quod diclus vir egregius, quia in agro dominico, diebus 
juvenescens ab antiquis, scienciarum quesivit margaritas, ac sancte 
conversacionis oleum interioris sui hominls aptavit lampade, si ad 

' saHclissimt MS. ' imgit ib. ■ suppUcationii ib. ' regmdisqtte ib. 
' sBlaatiH reiiwied in MS. ' via ib. ' mttiutuiiiHme ib. • cUigtmt ib. 
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. . .' gregis laborem ejuaque servile regimen vocatus fuerit 
vd ' admissus, velut pastor mansuclus Mosaica sequens vesLigia, sic 
pane nte apostoliceque doctrine populum saturabit esurientcm, ac 
aquB sapientis potabit exempli, ut tandem gregem sibi commissum, 
ad viatice ecclesie bonorem triumphantisque augmentum, velut alter 
Josue, ad promissionis terram deducet celestem. Ad cujua lerre 
Amile gaudium, post hujus vite terminutn vestre paiemitaiis subli- 
miuiem dirigat Dei verbum, Scripium Oxonit in nosire congregacionis 
demo, IfTciodmrno Oclobris. Humillima vestre sanctitatis Universitas 
studii Oxoniensis, Cancellariua cetusque unanimis magistrorum regen- 



e 



in eadem. 
Testiinonlal letter for Master Thomas Longe. 



LtTTERA testimonialia sub communi fonna eral sigillata pro magistro 1433. 
Thoma Longe. Datum Oxonit in mstre congregacionis domo, mensis 
Otlebris die vicesimo quarto anno Domini milieiimo quadringentesimo 



yfi. 

To the Pope. 



■■-- ttra'o. 

^^^^tJ*rajn'ng that Ihe flection nf Thomas Bourehier to the Bishoprick of 
^^^^'fircttter may lie cottfirmed. He is both by character ami attainnunls 
^^^%M/ filled /or Ihe office ; and dislingtiishcd by royal tiesceni, a qualifi- 
eaiion acknowledged by Moses in the appointmeni of the seventy. 

Sahctissiho in Christo patri et domino, Domino Eugenio, divina 
providencia Sacrosancte Komane ac universalis ecclesie summo 
pontiAci. 

Sanctissime pater, fidelissima servttulis obscquia ad apostolice gracie 
sacra vestigia, officiaque uniformis obediencie et recommendacionis 
humillime, ac sue Solaris graiilice' splendoris radium gracioaum pre- 
sunti in apice honestatis stelle clemencius impertiri. Quoniam in 
splendifero militanlia ecclesie firmamento vestre sanctitatis inex- 
haustam plenitudinem, velut locius mundi solem omnium graciarum 
radiis radiantem, summa in apostolice sanctitatis arce supernis per- 
petuo lilulia inthronizat sol immensi luminis Jesus Christus, ul 
pennicantes sui liberalissimi luminis radios Stella firmissimis fidei 
iDamtinis, special iter regii sanguinis clarilatc fulgcnlibua, mo rum 
nolMlium et scicnciarum spletidore illustratis, eximie ex sue munifice 



TOO EPISTOLAE ACADEMfCAE. 

celsitudinis luciflua largitate et velit el valeat graciose resj>ergere ; aC 
quos amplioribus virtutum luminibus eC mentis preconceperit reluccre, 
lios spiritualium beneficiorum insigniis dignetur gralanter aspicere 
et graciosius premiare. Quapropter, vestre in apostoHce sanctitatis 
gracia tarn immensa indubiam spem ponentes, ejusdem sanctitatis 
filium predevotum, magi strum Thomam Bourgcbeour, regal is san- 
guinis sereniiate insignitum, quem magistralis honor in artibus illustre 
Universitatis sidus preclarissimum precipue sublimavit, et quem sacra 
facultas iheologica gratissinium preekgit in alumpnum, eo intemius 
et affectuosius vestre graciosissime celsittidini commendare curavimus, 
quo ipsum morum illustrium et meritorum insignium celeberrima 
gravitate prepollentem, lanquam predicande preseniis vile speculum 
et lucernam, ecclesie forte robur, prerutilans cleri jubar, in spirilua- 
lium et temporalium regimine gemino circumspecium, providissimum 
virum et maturum preagnovimus clara luce : tirmissime lenenles 
ecclesie statum sub regii' sanguinis illostrissima columpna semper 
prosperius et felicius roborari. Ad pedum ij^itur beatorum sacralissima 
prostrati vestigia, humillimo spiritu unanimiter supplicamus, quatenus 
quem tocius regni procerum opiumalum et communitatis votiva 
desideria digne preofferunt erigendum, meritorum suorum intuitu, et 
vestre sanctitatis humillime ancille nostre Universitatis supplici inter- 
ventu, et precipue regalis sanguinis clarissimi generis contemplacione, 
— exemplo Moisi, qui illustris sanguinis minime obliviscens majores nalu 
preferendo voluit revereri, cum dicit ' congregate ad me omnes majorts 
nalu per Iribus vesiras, alque doclores,' — dignetur paternis afTectibus 
confovere, et in Wigorniensis ecclesie pasiorem sublimare apostolice 
grade dignissima plenitudo : quam ad sue universalis ecclesie iran- 



quillum regimen et munimen conservare dignetu 
orbis constiiiiit et dominum providencia sua sancla. 
in nostre eongregacionis demo, secunda dit Decembris. 
sanctitatis ancilla Universitas studii Oxoniensis. 



. Qui vos caput 
Siriptum Oxonie 
Hu mi Hi ma vestre 



Testimonial letter for Master Theobald Dages. 

LiTTERA lestimonialis sub communi forma erat sigillata pro Theo- 
baldo Dages. Datum Oxonie in nostre congrrgaa'onis domo, mensii 
Decimhris die septimo, anno Domini miltai-mo quadringenlm'mo Iri 
cesimo lercio, eciam teslimoniaJes de gradu et regencia 



KFol. 30 b. Testimonial letter for Master Thomas Loughburgh. 

LiiTERA tcstimonialis sub forma communi cum ista clausula addita, 
' rigii MS. 
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scilicet, yui in ultimo anno prtlerito per cujustibel termini majorem 
partem, proul slatuia dicte Universilatis requiruni, inter nos tacre thco- 
logie studia rxercuil. Ac, Tuit sigil]ata pro magistro Thoma Lough- 
burgh, arcium magistro, sub dato scilicet mensis Decembris die 
vicesimo primo aitno Domini millesimo quadringeiitesimo iricesimo 
icrdo, 4c- 

Acquittance of Agnes Bokbynder, widow. 
NoiTRiNT univcrsi per p rose ntes, nos, GilbertumKymeriCancellarium 
Universiuiis Oxoniensis, Willclinum Dousyn ct Rogenim Bulkeley, 
procuratores ejusdem, totumque celum magistronim in eadem remi- 
sisee, relaxasse, el omnino, pro nobis et dicta Universitate et succes- 
soribus nostris, in p)erp)etuum quietum clamasse Agneti Bokb^'nder, 
tidue — nuper uxori Walleri Bokbynder, quondam slacionarii predicie 
Universilatis — omnimodas acciones reales et personales, querelas, 
KCtas el demanda, cujuscunque fuerint nature, ab engine mundi 
usque in diem confeccionis presencium ; In cujus rei testimonium 
presentibus aigillum nostrum commune apposuimus. Datum Oxonie 
in nosfre crmgregacioms domo, vicesimo octavo die JanuarH anno Domini 
mtHetimo quadringentesimn Iricesimo tcra'o, el anno rcgni regis Henrici 
^ti post conijuestum duodecimo. 

Acquittances of Eynsham and Oseney Abbeys. 

ftcquietancie pro pensione annua octo et sexaginla soli- 1433. 
'(|e Abbate de Eynsham, pro coUecia magisirorum regencium, 
tmdicimo die Ftbruarii anno regni regis Henrici sexti duo- 

Alia line ra acqui eta ncie pro annua pensione seic et viginii solidonim 
octo dcnariorum de Abbate de Oseneya, pro coUecia magisirorum 
regencium. Datum undecimo die Ftbruarii anno regni regis Henrici 
sexti duodecimo, 

77"- 




r A tteond teller in behalf 0/ Thom.u Bourehier. to Ihf s 


ame effect as 


the former. Imporlunily in hts behalf excused by the ex 


tmpUsofthe 


Canaanilish woman and the blind man. 





Sanctissimo in Christo palri et domino nostro, Domino Eugenio, I433> 
diiiina providcncia sacrosancie Romane ac universalis ecclesie &ummo 
pontifici. 

' TUi et^ttc \i cioued out in the MS., u U tlio thai next rollowing. 
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Sanciissime pater, subdiiissima famulatus obsequia cum devotissimts 
terre osculis ante pedes. Quia ab apostolice pleniludinis excelso 
throno, velut a fecundissimo fonte, in membrorum ' rivulos et com- 
pagines mistici corporis Jesu Christ! omnem regni celestis potenciam 
finnissima fide agnovimus ' derivari ; membra ' presertim capiti \'icin- 
iora, que multiformioris gracie et virtulis capitalisquo influencie magis 
redduntur capacia, ad sublimiorem prestancioremque vile decorem 
plenius promovendo assolct influere capitis plenitudo. Quocirca in 
precelsa sanctitate veslra ad plenum confidentes, beatitudinis vestre 
devotum filium, sciencia malurum, discreeione providum omniumque 
virlutum redimitum splendoribus, magistrum Thomam Bourgchier, 
filie vesire nostre Universitatis Oxoniensis Canccllarium, in spiritua- I 
libus et temporalibus notorie circumspecium — quem vicini regil 
sanguinis regalisque prosapie illustrissima sublimilas conserenat, et 
quem nuper in Wygomiensis ecclesie antistitem Sancti Spiritus in- 
siinctus purissimus canonice suWimandum assumpsit — apostolice 
celsiludini in dicta ecclesia graciosius confirmandum sinceris com- ii 
mcndantes afTectibus flexis genibus unanimiter supplicamus; sicutfl 
nuperrime in aliis nostris humillimis iitteris eidem vestre beaiitudinf I 
destinatis supplicamus viscerosc ; quatinus dictum magistrum Thomam ' 
— quem tocius regni AngUe procerum, optiniatum, et communitatia 
I. voiiva desideria digne proclamant crigcndum — merilorum suorum 
intuitu, regalisque prosapie clarissimi generis contemplacione, inslar 
Hoysi majores natu preferendo, paternis dignetur confovere afTectibus, 
et in dicte Wygomicnsis ecclesie paslorem sublimare grade apostolice 
plenitudo [devotissima '], £t si sepius iterata rogamina improbitate 
pulsancium sint molesia, taraen fervcncius in rogando persistitur ut 
di;mum graciosius rogans propositum consequatur, Obtinuit siquidem 
saluiem filie clamor improbus Chananee, et visum recepit magis ac 
magis damans cecus Domino transiunte. Nos igilur sanclilatis vestre 
fervidisaimi zelatores eo securius preces precibus superadd imus pro 
dicio nostro Cancellario, quo specialius de apostolice sanctitatis gracia 
ad cleros spe inconcussa duximus confidendum. Sanctitalem vesiram 
prospurari faciat in tranquilla dierum plenitudine, cujus vicem geritis, 
ipse Deus. Dalum Oxonit in nosire congregacionis domo, mettsit Mait 
dit undecimo. Humillima apostolice sanctitatis ancilla Universitaa 
siudii Oxoniensis. 



' HicntrBnim MS. ' agitovmiim 

iiiugtn, bul l)y a coDlcniporirjr luuid. 
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78. 
To the Pope— pro Maglstro T. C. 

77ii wide sprtad fame o/your virtues (tnMdens us lo commend loyour 
hohntts Master Thomas Ckacr, many years our Chaneellor, and Ckan- 
tfihr 0/ Ireland ; and recently chosen lo be bishop 0/ Mealh. We beg 
that, vxighing his great merits and our prayer in his behalf, you will 
lonfirm the appointment. 

Pro Magistro T. C. 

SAKCTiSsniE paler, humillinia consuete recommend ac ion is obse- 
quiosa libamina cum devotissimis terre osciilis ante pedes. Sacer el 
insignis militantis ecclesie principatus, quern, ut presit orbi, Pontifex 
ille etemua instituit— qui ' semel in sancia proprium inlroiil per san- 
guiniml nuptam sibi eccleaiam constituens in alto, ut in omnia honoris 
exccUencia cum plcnitudine poiestaiis universas orbis transcenderet 
dignitatis — sui luminis splendoribus iLusiravit, cum sanctilaiem vestram 
sununa ihronizabat in apostolorum sede, ul cedrina vestra sub celsi- 
ludinc humiles raniunculi lirmissime efficiantur ecclesie columpne, 
filii paires providi, et subjecii paslores gregis Christi. Concors igilur 
omnium vimitum concio et auiplissima sanctitalis insignia, que de 
vestra sanctilate precelsa in humanam prodeunt noliciam, mira nostram 
mentem sua^itate reficiunt, et ad eandem humilius devociusque sup- 
plicandam alleetiva sua dulcedine nos inducunt, pro honorabili viro 
ct paire egregio magisiro T. Chace, sacre theologie professore — et 
sua ob famosissima meriia circumspc-cieque mentis indusiriam nosire 
Uoiversitatis, vestre humillime filie, annos per plurimos Cancetlario 
septus electo ; et jam per aliquot annos illustrissinii domini nostri regis 
lerre sue Hibemie Canccllario, exigcntibus semper suis laudabilibus 
mentis in agendis — quaienus eundem, denuo jam ad Midensis ecclesie 
in Hibernia pastorale regimen nominatum, cujus viriutum fontana 
Im in occiduis scinlilianlis fame splendoribus in regno prcrutilat 
universo, comtnendatum suscipere et [confirmare] ' dignelur vestra 
' apostoUca celsiludo: tenentes istum magne probitatis et sciencie 
, in regendis ecclesie rebus noiorie idoneum, aurigam currus 

niel et humilem Bethsaide piscalorem ; quern llle novit erigi dignuin 

C'fiu eordit scrutatur et renal quern eciam tocius regni procerum, 

Iptimatum, et communitatis voiiva proclamant desideria digne eri- 

Oidum dictc ecclesie in pastorem, el nostra eciam vola patemali 
; clemencie ipsum otferunt commendandum internius; ut has 
s instancias ct preces humillimas sibi cum efleclu senciat pro- 
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tuisse. Sanclitatem vestram adiranquUlummilitantisccclesie regimen 
{}rosperari Facial in humanis, cujus vtcem geritis, Dei Filius gloriosus. 
Scriplum Oxanie in noitrt congregaciom's domo, mentis Junii 
Mptimo deeimo. 



79- 

To the Duke of Bedford. 

Master Thomas Chact has been nominated to be bishop of Meath. 
We asi your intercession for him, with the Pope, the King, and others J 
who have influence, that his appointment nuty be confirmfd. Princes do I 
honour to their high lineage by procuring good pastors for the church. 

Serknissimo principi Johanni, duci Bedfordie regentique regni 
Francie, domtno nosiro specialissimo et graciosissimo protector!. 

Serenissime princeps, precellentissime vesire dominacioni recom- 
mcndacionis humillime oblacione premissa, et ut nomen et potenciam 
in eternum paveani inimici. ChrUtianissimi principis devocio tunc 
laudabiliter honorat sue serenilatis prosapiatn, cum militantia ecclesie 
locis in supremiB congruos et ydoneos facial eligi pastores, qui scianC 
velint el valeant utiliiaCibus ecclesie Jnservire ; speculatorem namqiie 
domus Israel vigiles decet oculos drcumferre, vigilias noctis incumbit 
agere supra gregem, ne populus Dei, scilicet oves paschuc Ejus, 
quibus cura defuerit, luporunn, quod absit, morsibus exponantur. Ad 
eccleaiam igitur Rlidensem in Hibernia, sue viduilalis incommoda 
deploramem, honorabilem virum magistrum Thotnam Chace, illus- 
>. trissimi domini nostri regis terre sue Hibernie Cancel larium, et nupcr 
plores per annos nostrum in Oxonia providissimum Cancel larium, 
ac nuper ad ecclesiam Midensem nominatum in pastorem, potentibus 
vestre serenitatia manibus promovendum humillime commendamusj 
supplicantes prostraio spiritu qualenus mediis et lilteris vesiris graciosis 
penes dominos Papam, regem el proceres, quorum interest in hac 
parte disccmere, ipsum erigi in dictc ecclesie pastorem dignetur vestre 
Berenitas graciosa ; per quod indubie rem Deo et sue ecclesie ac- 
ceplam, nobis et universo populo gratissimam vestra poterit magni- 
licencia operari, ad meluendissimi domini nostri regis robur honorificum, 
ct felicem regnorum requiem, Vestram dominacionem prosperari 
facial splendor et vigor oranis milicie solus Deus. Scriptum Oxoitie 
in noslre congregacinnis domo, memis Junii die septimo deeimo. Vestre 
dominacionis perpetui oralores Cancellarius Universttatis Oxoniensis 
cetusque unanimis magislrorum regencium in eadcm. 
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To the Doke of Gloucester. 

Ihe means of deftnding Ou faith, banishing heresy and promoting 
vaise and good nun to places of dignity makes the name of princes glorious ; 
we Ihirifore humbly pray that you will use your interest with the Pope, 
lAe King, and otfurs, in behalf of Master Thomas Chace. i'our goodness 
to us in the past gives us confidence that you will assist us now. 

Sexenissimo principi duci Gloucestrie, comiti Pembrochie, magno 
camerario Anglie, domino noslro specialissimo et graciosissimo pro- 
lectori. 

Serenissime princeps, (ante celsitudini, devocionis et servicii pre missis 
bnmillimis desideriis pro maximis consitidencium vinee beneficiis im- 
pcnsia, cum Christi gloriosis in fuiuro militibus triurophalis glorie 
burea coronari. De innata ingenuaque proceritate procedit, ut, sicut 
de Domino accepia devodo fervescit in subditis, sic apud dominum 
suis de servitoribus vivcns semper memoria perennatur; et nullum 
Opuh Ut tenemus, principis nomen diucius facit vigilare in laudeni, 
quam illud opus quo prudcntes circumspeclique viri majores eriguntur 
ad dignitatis, fides pululat, hercsis exulat, vineacjue doctrine fruciificat 
tb ccclesia Dei sancta. Igitur dominacioni vestre devota effundimus 
precum libamina, unanimiter supplicantes prostrate spiritu pro humil- 
limo vestro servitore et capellano, magistro T. Chace, nuper nobis 
bonorando patre, quatenus ipsum, sicui alias vestra decrevit serenitas, 
ad ecclesiam Midensem in Hibemia promovere mediis el vestris litteris 
graciosis dignemini penes dominum Papam, regem et proceres, quorum 
interest in hac parte. Speramus enim quod non de facili labitur 
ftindamentum In solido fixum, nee negocium levibus poterit obviancium 
casibus occumbere, quod lanti principis serenitatis magni6ca decrevit 
dexleca suslinere. Nos insuper, per assidua et amplissima a domina- 
cione vestra perccpta beneficia sincero favore ad noatram Universi- 
tatem vos aiEci censenles, attamen eo securius preces precibus super- 
adtUmus, quo de solita dominacione vestra, in omnibus honorcs nostros 
« commoda concementibus, indubitata duximus fiducia confidendum ; 
sicut «t, ad complendum toiis viribus que precipienda duxeritis, in 
)n deerit debila proraptitudo. Dominacioncm veslram in eterna 
isperari faciat memoria, ecclesie ad fulcimentum, ckri subiidium et 
'locius rcgni gaudium ineffabile, Triniias increau. Scriptum Oxunie 
n iKsire eengregacionis domo, mensis funii die septimo decimo. 
Veitre dominacionis perpetui oratores Cancellarius Universilalis 
Olonienaia cetusque unanimis magistrorum regcncium in eadem. 
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To the Duke of Bedford, 

Ltarnittg is Ikt nobkst of noble things, it is at once the glory and 
defence of kings, Sht source and strength of good government ; it com- 
poses strife, encourages justice and renders subjects obedient ; but 
poverty is its stepmother, we trust therefore that you will carry mU 
your design of founding lectures in the seven liberal arts and Ihrtt 
philosophies, and we send our Chancellor who will explain to you horn 
great is the poverty of our masters lecturing here, 

Serenissiko principi Johanni, duci Bedfordie regenlique regni 
Francie, domino nostro el graciosissimo proteetori. 

Serenissime princeps, quern coliaudancium preconio oralonim Uni- 
versiialia nostre cetus glorificat unanimis, pro zelo fidei [el]' cleri, 
donum glorie consequi cum beads, Glorioso principi cedit ad gloriam, 
efficilurque in dominantis obsequium fide et dileceione devocior plebs' 
subjccta, si sub ipsius temporibus sciencJa vl-Iui lux merediana \a 
medio firmament! prcfulgeat in clero. Sciencia enim, virtus virens 
assidue, regum decor ei regnorura tutela, es cujus thalamo poltcia 
progrcditur regnorum, regum firmanCur edicts, bellorum discrimina 
compcscuntur, justicia prodit pacifica', p]ebs' plaudit subjecta, no- 
bilium extat nobilis principissa. Quod advertens vestra sereniiaa, 
dum ad aeptem arcium Uberalium triumque philosophiarum in nostra 
a. Universiiate continuandam lecturam, quandam perpetuam exhit>icio- 
nem providere imendebat ei proposuit graciose. Unde vestram in- 
clitissimam efBagitamus sereniiaiem, quatinus inchoatam lecttuam per 
vos inveniam et ereclam, toti ecclesie caiholice et universe orbi hooora- 
bilem, expuisa studiorum noverca egestate, in manibus prevalentissime 
vestre potencie manutenere dignemini, ad Dei gloriam', veslri nominis 
perpetuam magnificcnciam etcrnaleque vobis meriium sine fine : cod- 
siderantes graciose, quod non procedet de posse tam paupcrculonim 
magistrorum tam arduum et honorificum opus condnuare absque 
sulticiente sustcntacione studcntibus requisita. Et quia sub compendio 
lillerali singula claudere non valemua, hoc internum nostrum negocium 
concernencia egregio viro, domino nostro Canccllario, commisimus 
serenitati vestre declaranda ; cui aiwes favoris et credencie benigniter 
adiiibere dignetur vestra iUusirissima celsiiudo : quam opiate sub pacis 
nodo regna dingere, que vestri principatus subduntur regimini, annu&t 
orbis Condiior ineSabilis ' Princeps pacis. Scriptum Oxam'e in nosin 



I 



* pliiib. 



' freaeifica ib. 



' lauJim erased ib. 



EPISTOLAE ACADEMICAE. 



'■ttrngrtgacionU domo, futavo vicaimo die Junii. Vestre dominacionis 
pcrpetui oratores, doctores ei magisLri regentes Utiiversitalis Oxoniensis. 



82. 



To the Duke of Gloucester. 



tWhal aim can he more noble than the advancement of learning, which 
tmses man ahcme the beasts and lifts him up towards a higher life? 
A was a divine inspiration that suggested the foundalion of lectures, and 
Wt hope the intention vitll he fully carried out. Let not poverty, that 
^Vttd sUpmothtr of learning, disappoint us of our hopes. 
Sebenissimo principi, duci Gloucestrie, comui Pembrochie, magno 
evncnirio Anglie, domino nostra et graciosissimo proieciori. 

Serenissime princeps, mUicie jubar, juslicie splendor et sane fidei 
lutissime defensator, vestre metnendissime celsiludini quicqnid recom- 
mendacione humiliuR aut devocius in humanis. Quia' hie in via devo- 
ciori, quesumus, valebit incorporari proposiio. vel sanccioris* sibi voti in- 
visccrari' operibus, quam nulrire scicncias, que erectutn hominem supra 
bestias lerre feliciler provehunl usque celum. O precelsa vestra serenilas, 
O celica inspiracio, cujus septem liberalium arcium triumque philo- 
sophianiin ope, cura, et studio inventa lectura fueral el erecla ; cui 
nMCtmus voces erumpere graciarum nee digne laudis excogitare 
Uibuta, apud cujus celsiludinem providissimam fidei ortodoxe et cleri 
vtrentis fulciminis inoccidua memoria perennatur I Bed dum his ex- 
hilarcmur iniciis, et nostrum quilibet intentissimo animo, in atlenua- 
cione spiriluum et lugubracione noccium continuatis laboribus, siudiis 
se exponal, circumveniri timemus, ne execranda studii noverca pau- 
peitas lamenlabi liter surripiat ad occasum quod vestra serenitas seliius ' 
inspiraia, non solum nobis viventibus verum eciam universo Christianis- 
simo erexit in tilulum gJoriosum. Nam necessario arbor arescit que 
radicis non sentit fomentum. Qua de re vestre magnificencie memores 
promissi in hac parte, quod nostrum cetum spei firme magnis profudit 
gaudiis, serenitaii vestre inclilissime supplicamus humilius et cordialius 
quo valemus, quatinus in fcrtili campo scienciarum prediciarum, sub 
cedrina vestra celsiludine, teneri studiorum ramunculi crescant, 
frondcant et floreant, (lores fniclibus seculuris; ul dominacioni 
vestre honor pululet eximius, et ex honorc Tama ad Dei laudem 
oriatur alliloqua sine iine. £1 egregio viro domino nostro Canceilario 
nosiram insulBdenciam et penuriam in hac parte vestre inclilissime 
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dommacioni proposituro, nostrarum ' liumillimarum precum instanciis, 
credencie aures digncmini efEcaciier inclinare: Cui post tropheum 
hujus transiture milicie coronam ineffabilis glorie summus ipse Deus 
iribuat in supernis. Scripium Oxonie in msire congregacionis donio, 
vicesimo octavo dit Junii. Vestre dominacionis perpetui oratores, doc- 
lorea el magislri regenles Universiiaiis Oxoniensis. 

83- 

b. To the Bishop of Bath and Wells. 

We shall never forgtt you in our prayers. Grateful for your past 
good offices we Ttnlure further to implore your assislanie, and especially 
in defending a statute we have recently made, in accordance with our 
privileges, for the better preservation of peace in the town. Let not the 
malice and cunning of the townsmen ruin us altogether. 

Revkbendissiho in Christo patri et domino, Domino Jolianni, Dei 
gracia Wellensi et Bathoniensi episcopo, Anglie Cancellario, et in 
omni singularissimo proleciori. 

Reverendissime in Christo pater et domine, quem in nostrarum 
oracionum archivis viscerose reponimus et habemus, dies deducere 
Iclicic cum prosperitalis augmenio in omnium Salvatore. Preteri- 
torum memoria et presencium evidencia, que benevola de patemitatis 
vesire gracia prodierunt in lucem, ad mairis nostre Universiiaiis com- 
modum et honorem, ad reddenda cumulata graciarum tributa nos 
provocant et impellunt. Assurgimus igilur unanimiter ad omnimodas 
quas valemus graciarum acciones dominacioni vestre humillime offer- 
endas : nee desistimus, ex fiducia quam penes dominacionem vestram 
gerimus, nostre matris [negocia amplius commendare; et precipue in 
defendendo staluium virtute nostrorum privilegiorum nuper pro bono 
pacis in villa]' Oxonie, ut credimus, pocius celilus quam bumanitus 
editum ; ex quo fruclus graciae el studii nobis plus solito emanavii. 
Ejdsdem dominacionis vesire coniinuacionem graciosam nobis omnino 
necessariam humiliter obsecramus ; corde et animo Deuni collaudantes, 
qui lale nobis inexpugnabile providit brachium contra nocivos turbines 
emulorum. Ad has' tamen eidem paternitati vestre graciosissime iteratas 
nostras adicimus preces, ne vilianorum dicle ville Oxonie maliciosis 
excogitatis insidiis succumbamus, aut desideratissime pacis nostre 
Universitalis dissolula membra diitperganlur 'in capite omnium platea- 
rum ' ; si namque pajc inter nos arrideat, et nostrum studium fertilius 



' The WDids incloscti in btackeli ace added in the margin, 
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I etfiorebit. Palemilatem vestram nostris precarissimam oracionlbus 
dirigac in prosperis vere pacis AucCur, qui ut pacetn suis lidclibus 
L etneret, sanguinem suum fudil. Scriplunt Oxonie octodecimo die 
I Januarii. Vestre paiernilalis oratrix hiimillima Univereiias studii 
' Oxoniensis. 



To the Bishop of Wiochester. 

The statute, vjhich we made in the interests 0/ peace both of townsmen 

■nd scholars, for a time met with no opposition ; but now a veritable 

deluge threatens to sweep it away. We implore your kelp to defend it. 

Reverendissiho in Chrislo patri et domino, Domino Henrico, Dei 

' gracia Anglie Cardinali, episcopo Wyntoniensi el nostro singularis- 

Bimo protectori. 

Reverendissime pater, quern ob admirandam discrecionis et sapiencie 
pleniludinem universa orbis climata reverentur, obsequiosa nostre re- 
commendacionis libamina tam precelso patri debita cum honore. 
Speramus indubie firmissimeque confidimus quod consiliis justorum 
assisleos Dominus, et vota nostra aspirando preveniens, ipsa adjuvando 
prosequi dignabitur, si effusa desupcr gracia lam nobilem patrem 
inspiraveril affecltbus, ad subveniendum nobis variia persequencium 
molestiia aggravads. Cum alma mater nostra Universitaa Oxoniensis 
privilegiorum et libertaium variis' cartis muUipharie inslaurala stabili- 
taque sistat — pro quibus eadem Universiias pro metuendissimo domino 
I noEtro rege suisque pros enitori bus ac vealris devota Altiasimo oracio- 
num suffragia tenelur effundere tndefesse — ex quarum cartarum tenore 
legalis eidem ministratur Universiiaii facultas, pro bono pacis et ad 
quielem sCudencium et aliorum omnium dictam villam inbabitancium, 
statuta condere et of dinaciones promulgare ; nuper igitur, ex unanimi 
I nosiram Universitatem integrancium, quoddam 
1 laudabile et maxima necessarium ad studencium 
quielem el celeroram prediciam villam inbabitancium, ut indies ex- 
perimur, contra pacis violalores, comprehensis in eodem ' sub penis ' 
virtule nostrorum privilegiorum ' exequcndis^ quod a tempore edicionis 
ejuidcm continue, sine reclamacione scolatium sive villanorum extilit 
executum ; ob quod in dicta villa major tranquillitas habebatur : sed 
jam contra illud sanum staluium vinuie dictomm nosironim privi- 
legiorum taliter editum, adversancium villanorum diluvium intumescil. 
Igitur piissime palemilati vestre cum prostrato spiritu humillime sup- 
I plicamus, quatinus nobis compassivis visceribus succurrentes dictum 
' vaiiit repealed MS. 



nostrum statutum dignemini defendere graciose : ex quo nos fructus ' 
gracie quoad Deum, pacis pulchritudinem quoad mundum confidimus ' 
I. babi[ur03. £(. ad eandem vestram graciosissimam patcmitatem in 
hunc eScctum benignius inclinandum, nobilem virum magistnim ' 
Thomam Bourgchier, nostre Universitatis providum Cancellarium, 
dirigimus ; cui ex parte nostra in hiis que premissa concernunC, 
graciosas audienciae aures dignemini inclinare. Ad felix ecclesie ct 
sui cleri presidium, disertissimam vestram patcmitatem longeve dirigat 
in prosperis dextra Salvatoris. Scriptum Oxonie in nostre congrega- 
cionis domo, undevicesimo dk Januarii. Vestre reverendissime paterni- 
tatis oratrix huinilliina Universltas studii Oxomensia. 
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To the Duke of Gloucester. 

A similar Ullir io the preceding ' mulalis mulandis,' and on tht same \ 
subject. 

Serenissimo principi, Domino Humfrido, duci Gloucestrie, comiti 
Pembrochie, et magno camerario Anglic, el nostro graciosissimo 
proleclori. 

Serenissime princeps, quern specialiter inter alios mundi principes 
revereri tenemur, nostra obsequiosa servieia, oracionum suffragia et 
quicquid devocius hauriri valeat de latere Redemptoris. Memorabilia 
vestre dominacionis beneficia graciosissimaque vestre serenitatis mu- 
nera, quibus vestra magnificencia humilem vestram oratricem Universi- 
tatem Oxoniensem sublimavit, nos audaccs efficiunt eandem serenitalem 
in nostris necessitatibus maximis exorare. Cum alma mater nostra, 
^c, usgud idi' ' iniumescit '. . . Igitur ptepotenti dominacioni vestre 
cum prostralo spiritu, ^-c, wyuf i6i ' inclinare.' Serenitati vestre felis 
arrideat fortuna, et successus gon desinat pros[>eros continue parturirc. 
Scriptum Oxonie, ul supra. Serenitatis vestre oratrix humillima Uni- 
versiias sludii Oxoniensis. 



To the Bishop of Bath and Wells, Lord Chancellor. 
CoHJideni in your henevolence towards your mother the University, we 
commend Io your Javour Ihe bearer hereof, a famous scholar, Master 
John Kyng. whose trumpet tones are never hoarse or weary preaching Io 

Ihe people thi way to heaven. 

' Sec precciiing epistle. 
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Reveeendissiho in ChrUto palri et domino. Domino Johanni, Dei i434- H 

j^racia Wellenai et fiathoniensi episcopo, Anglie Cancellario, domino ■ 

nostro graciosissimo et singularissimo proiectori. H 

Reverendissime in Christo pater et domine, ad quem solum habemus H 

refugium in nostris necessituilinibus et negociis, vestre matris consuete fl 

commendacionia cordJale tribulum, cum omni reverencia et honore H 

dcbitis tanto patri ; pateme benevolencie gracia, quam pro nostris H 

indigenciis semper vigilem repperimus, pro recompensa meriti Altis- H 

simo commendata. Nee desistimus ex fiducia nostras humillimas H 

preces eidem paiernitati vestre presentare pro carissimo confraire H 

nostro, magistro Jobanne Ky-ng presencium latore, arcium magistro et H 

in sacra theologia famoso scolare; qui viam que ducit ad patriam H 

ampiificans ad populum, velud sonora (nictifere predicacionis tuba, in H 

ostendendo plebi sua scelera non raucescit; quatenus ipsiim habere H 

dignemini commendatum, graciosam audiendam dieendia ab eodera I 

prebenles, sibique existcre dignemini graciosus dominus, contempla- I 

clone predicte Universitatis nosire sue matris pro filio tam digno H 

deprecantis, ut has nostras et sue matris preces sibi senciat profuisse. I 

El reverendissimam patemitalem vestram perpetue nostre memorie I 

commendatam solus Deus conservet in prosperis, ad vestrorum hu- I 

milium solamina oratonim. Scriplum OxonU in mslre congrtgacionis H 

domo, measis Ftbruarii die nono. Vestre patemitaUs humiltima oratrix H 

Universitas studii generalis Oxoniensis. fl 

IF i 
To the Archbishop of Canterbury. Fol. ssVa 

As Ihe mother of Zebtdic % ehildrm inlertcded for Hum, so does Iht m 

4/niversily inlercedt for her son Master J. Kyng t/u bearer hereof, H 

U famous scholar and indefatigable preacher. We pray you to hear H 

itu eause with Ihe favour ils merits deserve. H 
Reverendissimo in Christo patri et domino nostra, Domino I!enrico, 1434. fl 

IDei gracia Canluaricnsi Archiepiscopo, tocius Anglie primati el apo- H 

ktolice sedis legato. H 

Reverendissime in Christo pater et domine, ex cujus radiis graciosis I 

Universitas mater nostra illustratur continue, omnimode devocionis H 

tributura cum obediencia debiia et honore. Magnificis bcneHciis H 

tanli patris vinee constudencium impensis pro recompensa condigna H 

Altissimo commendalis, exemplo matris filiorum Zebcdci eadem mater H 

nostra Universitas se exponit pro filio suo, confratrc nostro carissimo, H 
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magistro Johanne Kyng, latere presencium, arcium magislro et in 
sacra theologia scolare famoso ; qui viam que dudt ad patriam am- 
plilicans ad popuium, velut sonora fniciifere predicacionis tuba, in 
oslendendo plebi sua scelera non raucescit; huoiiliori devocione qua 
valeat supplicando, quatinus siuceris matris prccibus pro tarn digno 
filio deprecanlis vestre patemitatis aures inclinare dignemini, ipsum 
commendatum una cum ab eo dicendis, que veriiatem, justiciam et 
equitatem concernunt, ace epl antes, taliier ut sue matris preces sibi 
senciat profuisse. Et reve re n diss imam vesiram patemiiatem, nostria 
devocionibus merito precarissimam, in felici prosperitalis augment© 
eonservel et protcgat infinita felicitate plcnus ad vota filialia solus 
Deus. Scriplum Oxonit in nostre congregadonit domo mcnsis Feh- 
ruarii die nono. Vestre patemitatis humillima oratrix Universitas 
studii generalis Oxoniensis. 



I 



To the Lord Walter Hungerford. 

To Ihe samt ifffcl as Ike preceding Inter, and in Ike same terms 
' mutatis mutandis' 

NoBiLi et prepolenti Baroni, domino WaJtero Hungerford. 

Nobilis et egregie domine, nosiranim comraendacionum primicias 
reverencialesque devociones lanto domino debitas cum honore. Domi- 
nacionis vestre laudabilis Tama lacius circumfusa, de benevolencia 
quam erga virtuosos cleros ostendilis, nos fiducialius animal nostras 
preces devotas eidem dominacioni vestre ofTerre pro carissimo con- 
fratre noslro magistro Johanne Kyng, latore presencium, arcium 
magistro, ^c^ usqut I'i/'ab eo dicendis commendatum,' ui in potencia 
vestra Veritas exultans vivat et falsitas comiat in plateis, graciosusque 
dominus sibi existere dignemini, contemplacione nostre Universitalis 
sue matris pro lam digno filio deprecanlis, ut has nostras preces sibi 
sencial profuisse. £t vest ram eminenciam militarem, ad ecclesie 
robur et gloriam sui nominis, conserve! in prosperis Deus, in cujus 
manu sunt hominum corda et potestates. Scriplum Oxonie mensis 
Februarii die nono, Dominacionis vestre devola orairix Universitas 
studii generalis Oxoniensis. 
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Testimonial letter for Mr. John Kyng, 
Univxrsis sancie matris ecclesie filiis, ad quos presentes littere i: 
pervenerint, Cancellarius UniversiUtis Oxonienais cetusque unanimis 
magistrorum regencium in eadem saluiem in amplexibus Salratoris. 
Tociens aUissime veri talis conspeciui credimus offerre libamen, 
quociens virtutibus precellenti et sctencia perhibcmus testimonium 
le laudis. Hinc nos, super laudabili vita et honeste conver- 
•acionis fragrancia carissirai confratris nostri, magistri Johannis Kyng, 
ordum magistri et in sacra theologia scolaris, nostreque Universitaiis 
|)rovidi procuratoris, qui disertissime suum occupabat officium ; omncs 
quorum interest cerciorare volentes, ut lencmur, ne lam rutila fax 
lampadia sub tacilumiiatis medio occulietur ; has nostras per litteras 
aitestamur, quod de predicli confratris nostri laudabilibus meritis et 
sludiis tanta precessit experiencia, unde odorifera sui nominis fama, 
quam aput nos in honoris apicem prelulerunt eximie accionis pre- 
conia, latere non valuit ; sed eminentem super columnam erigi digna 
ceteris se prebutl studenlibus vitale imitacionis exemplum, et fructirere 
predicacionis omni populo luccm magnam; taliier' noslram Uni- 
versitatem sua decorans presencia, omnique morum §^vitate pre- 
fiilgens maiura, amorem omnium immaculaii nominis tiiulo vendicavit. 
Quern igituT vestris venerabilibus reverenciis commendamus, intimius 
■opplicantes quatinus eidem vos favorabites et benignos, conlem- 
placione noslre Universitaiis et suorum meritorum intuitu, ubilibel 
ostendaiis. In cujus rei testimonium eidem magistro Johanni super 
Statu suo laudabili, ut omnibus plenius innolescat, has nostras litteras 
teBtimoniales noslre Univcrsitatis communi sigillo fecimus coQsignari. 
Datum Oxonie in nosln congrcgaeionis domo, nifttsi's Fe&ruarii die 
nono, anno Domini miUaimo ijuadringentesimo In'caimo quarto. 

Acquittance of Oseney Abbey, Fol. 34 a 

NovEsmT univcrsi per presentes nos, Thomam BourgchitT, Cancel- i434- 
I :hriumalmeUDiversilalis Oxoniensis, Micliaelem Tregurry el Ricardum 
l Tenand, procuralores cjusdem Universitaiis, recepisse, et die confec- 
B^ionis presencium habuisse, de Abbate et conventu de Oseneye juxla 
ftOxoniam, viginti sex solidoset octo denarios slcrlingomm, nomine cujus- 
n pensionis annue nobis et dicte Univer^ilati, pro anno regno regis 
P.Benrici sexii deeimo tcrcio ultimo preteriio, debite ab eisdem: De 
\ qujbus viginti sex solidis et ocio denariis dictum Abbatem et conventum 
' fir noslram MS. 
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acquietamus per prescntes. In cujus rei teslimonium sigillura communo 
dicle Universitatis presentibus esi apiwnsum. Datum Oxonie in domo 
congregacionis dicle Univtrsitalts seplimo decimo du Marciiy anno regni 
regis Henrici stxii tercio decimo. 

Acquittance of Eynsham Abbey. 
NovERiNT universi [^er presentes nos, Thomam Burgchier. Cancel- 
larium altne Universitatis Oxoniensis, Michaelem Tregurry et Ricar- 
dum Tenand, procuralores ejusdem Universitatis, recepisse, et die 
confeccionis prescncium habuisse, de Abbaie et coDventu de Eynsham 
in comitatu Oxoniensi, sexaginta octo solidos sterlingorum, nomine 
cuJDsdam pensionis anmie, nobis et dicie Univer^itati, pro anno rcgni 
regis Henrici sexti decimo tercio ullimo preterito. debite ab eisdem : 
De quibus sexaginla octo solidis dictum Abbalcm et conventum 
acquielamus per presentes. In cujus rei testimonium sigillura com- 
mune dicte Universitatis prCsenlibus est appensum. Datum Oxonie 
in domo congregacionis dicte Universitatis siplimo decimo die Atarcii, 
anno regni regis Henrici stxIi tercio decimo. 



90. 

To the Duke of Gloucester. 

May you be rewarded with eternal glory /or jour zeal in Ike cause of 
the faith, of the church, and of ui your clerks. Futtire generations will 
keep in everlasting memory your magnificent gifts of books and money, 
and your gracious defence of our privileges. II is your wisdom thai 
/las revived learning, and we will devote ourselves to study with redoubled 
energy and confidence. 

Sekbnissimo principi Humfrido, duci Gloucestrie, comiti Pembro- 
chie, magno camerario Anglic, domino nostro magniGco el graciosls- 
simo protector!, 

Serenissime princeps, quem universalis vestre Universitatis ceius 
gtorificat preconio pro zelo 6dei, ecclesie, et sui cleri, cum beatis 
donis glorie finalitcr premiari : Nobis non solum viv en it bus in eleina 
memoria sed el posleris recolenda veslre ' serenitatis beneficia, in mag- 
nilicis donis librorum et auri nostre impensis constudencium vinee ; in 
magna quoque nostrorum privilegiorum luicione semper graciosa nostri 
studii quietem concern en cium, vivaci mentis registro con tempi antes, 
nequimus voces gracianim erumpere, nee digne laudis recompensiva 
excogitare tributa. Ex cujus providissima celsiludine, liberalibua 
scienciis evocatis ad lucem, noslri studii lux vireniis fuJciminis splendet 
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L adeficiens, cujusquc indies ' illustra 
\ camus intimius ut a Domino sil ii 
P trissime digiia merces ; el jam hi 
[ vestre muneribus maximis, atlora 



lur radiis. Unanimitcr suppli- 
celis dorainacioni vestre illus- 
novis exhillurali dominacionis 
fierpetue Uni vers! talis 



i nostre in ' proficuum et decoretn, gemine induimus alas confidencie, 

' et inleniissimo animo in attenuacione spirituum, cumulaiis laboribus, 

Studiis nos exponimus et tenemus ; sperantes indubie quod nostre 

vinee'teneriramunculi,serenitatis vestre' preeelsa sub proteccione con- 

tinuata, crescent, frondehunt et florebant secuturis flores fructibus, ad 

Dei precipue gloriam : magnumque vestrum nomen divine ascribent 

memorie pariter et humane, in vestre dominacionis meritum ciieter- 

Quam ad rcgni dcfensionem clerique subsidium longevet Deus 

I m prosperis ; et post hujus vie miliciam faciat in supemis in gloria 

I triumphare. Seripium in nostre congregacionis domo, undtvicmmo die 

L Hoii. Vestre serenitatis [lerpetua orairix Universitas studii Osoniensis. 



To the Duke of Gloucester. Fol. 34 b. 

To you wt always have recourse in our troubles. Discord, the step- 

l mother of learning and virtue, hinders the advance promoted by your 

\ glorious gifts, for bachelors now claim to be called by the title of master ; 

f which neither statute nor atstom hat'e hitherto allmvfd, so thai the 
authority of the Chancellor is bronchi into contempt, and the peace of the 

1 Oniversity disturbed. 

Serbnissimo principi Humfrido, duci Gloucesiric, comiii Pembrochie, 14 
magno camerario Anglie, domino nostro magnilico et graciosissimo 
proteciori. 

Serenissime princeps, quociens necessitatibus vei incommodis ali- 
quibus pregravamur procelsam ad vestram sereniiaiem, ut ad inflexi- 
bilem JQslicie columpnam recurrimus"; quern inter varies rtrum 
eventus cosasquc fortuilos nostrum semper invenimus graciosissimum 
proiectorem; cujus recolenda opera velut inoccidua lux meridiana, 
cuju&que radiis illustramur, continue Minerve nos promovet ad sccreia 
et viriutum omnium incrementa. Scd in hac studionim via quedam 
discordia, scienciarum et virtutum noverca, in Universitale matre nostra 
nuper est oria, an debeani bacallarii, primum facuJtatis gradutn 
obtinenles, in publicis proclamacionibus scolasticis appt'llari magislri ; 
quod nee staiuia neque dicte Universitatis nostre consuetudines licri 
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decreverant ab aniiquo. Unde eadem nostra Universitas, j 
aniiquis suis consuetudinibus, decrevit quod in posterum, in talibus 
scolasticis proclaniacionibus in dicta Universitate nostra a suis servi- 
toribuii magistri non debeant appellari ; cum tales cum citacionibus 
et mandaio regio, a seculis inaudito, dictani nostram matrera vexant, 
inqt]ietani et perturbant, privilegia consueludlnesque ejusdem leme- 
rarie violant, Cancellario et ejus commissario obedire conlemniinl. 
in no3tri studii discrimina inaudita. Hinc vestrc dominacionis polen- 
tissime humillima oralrix mater nostra, vestre serenitaiis brachio 
actenus sufTulta, supplicat humi liter et devote quale nus digneiur 
vestra serenitas, in cujus capite se locavit magne sapiencie sedes, suis 
pro statutis' laudabilibusque consuetudinibus inexpugnabilem se 
ponere mufum contra perlurbantcs matris nostre quictem, congrua 
pads remedia providendo. £t presencium latoiibus in diccndis fidem, 
quesumus, adhibere credulam dignemini cum favore. Et Deus, qui in 
tempore exaudil accepto, precelsam dominacionem vestram felicitet in 
hac vita, et in futuro cum superis facial in gloria Iriiimphare. Scrip- 
turn Oxonit in nostre eongregacionis domo. none die Augusti. Vertre 
serenitaiis perpetua oralrix Univcraitas studii Oxoniensis. 
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To Master Gilbert Kymer. 

We beg that you will use your influence with the Ditke of Gloucesi 
to obtain his assislartce in resloring peace al Oxford. 

Egregio doctori, magistro Gilberto Kymare, decano de Wynbury* 
et thesaurario ecclesie Sarum : 

Honoralissime magister et sensate prudencie domine, quern alteram 
Joseph credimus in curia principis ; nostre matris honores et negocia 
piis desideriis amplexari. Cum in materia exccrabilis ac inlollera- 
bilis perlurbacionis pacis nostre Universitatis noviter exorta, vobis, ut 
credimus, satis nota, oralores nostros in present! poteniissimo prin- 
cipi, domino nosiro duci, delegavimus, pro congrais in hac parte 
remediis obtinendis ; firmissime sperantes quod, in mediacionibus vcstris 
providiasimis penes prefalum dominum nostrum serenissimum et 
gracioaissimum proiectorem, optatum babebimus pacis lalenlum, 
absque cujus excelso bracliio non est nobis in studio spes aliqua 
in futuro; ideo reverenciam vestram nobis fieri unanimiter que- 
sumus exorabilem in hac causa; et venerabilcm personam vestram 



' tl laudabilibusque MS. 



' A mislake for IVytitum. 
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t bono in melius prosperari facial ad preiacic culmioa ipse Deus. 
■riplum Oxonit in nosire iongregadonu domo nono du Augusli. 
Gtudii O.xoniensia. 
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To the Abbot of Glastonbury. f 

Commending MasUr John Spekynion, and desiring his promotion. 

Reverendo patri Nidiolao, Abbad monasterii Glastonburlensis. 

Reverende in Christo pater et domine, reverencias tanto patri 
debitas cum honore. Cum vinutum karismata, que vasis in honorem 
&cii5 Spiritus infudit Alli^^simi, nequaquam debcani occultari sub 
tnodio, sed, ut populo luceant, in publicam venire noliciam, ad Dei 
gloriam et honorem; ea propter palernitati vcstre, quam sincera 
dileccione prosequimur, carissimum conrratrem nostrum, magistrum 
Johannem Spekynton, arcium magisimm, ct nostre Universitatis pro- 
vidum procuratorem, virum utique laudabilibus vite et sciencianim 
meritis, convcrsacionis fragrancia aliisque virtutibua muliipharie in- 
Bgnitum ; cujus periciam et discrecioiiem per opens exercicium indies 
experimur, specialius quo valemus commendantes, vos atiente depre- 
camur, quatenus ad eundem nostrum conrratrem vester inHammeiur 
affectus, favoris vesiri et benevolencie radios ad sue exaliacionis 
comodum convertenles ; ut vobis eo plcnius ad graciantm teneamur 
■cciones quo ipsum sincenus de vestri pectoris armario noverimus 
sic suffultum ; ex dicto recensentes ' philosophico illud pertinere ad 
tocius inlegritalem quod uni sue parti impenditur ad profectum, 
Patemitatem vestram inter suos sanctos infinita felicitate plenus 
coUocari tribuat ipse Deus. Scripium Oxonit in nosire cengregacionis 
domo, penuUimo die Augusli. Universitas studii Oxoniensis. 



94. 

To the Abbot and Chapter of Glastonbury. 

To the same effeet as l/u preceding letter. 
Venerabiluilis viris, Abbali et conventui monasterii Glastonbu- 

V'encrabiles domini, reverencias lam venerabili cetui cum honore. 
Quoniam Deo acccplabile crcdimus et racioni suavem odorem vene- 
' dreelaHles MS. 
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rabilium personarum nostre Universitalis benevolis omnibus ' quorum 
inltresl obnixiiis commendare ; exemplo igitur matris filiorum 
Zcbedei exponil se Universilas mater nostra pro digno suo filio, 
magisiro Jolianne Spekjngton, arcium magisiro, el ejusdcm nostre Uni- 
versiialis procuratore provido, scienciarum et rerum experienda nobi- 
liler experto : pie supplicans ' el devote quatiiius sinceris malris 
precibus, suo pro filio deprecantis, ve^tris cum benevolenciis ■ 
dignemini suscipere commendatum, ut et sue matris preces sibi cum 
effectu profuisse senciat, et fidelis filii industria congruis honoribus 
jiremietur. Vestrum venerabilem conventum semper prosperari faciat 
Qui illius felicissimus ' est aspectus. Striptum Oxonie in noslre con- 
gregaeionis domo penuUimo die Augmli. Uoiversitas studii OxonieOBis^ 

95- 

To the King. 

The Universiiy owes t'/s renown lo ihe protection of your predecessors j 
and vie are thankful that you Iread in their stips ; and we trust that, in 
pursuance of the same wise poiicy,you will, by the exercise of your rtyai 
firrrogative of dispensing justice, put an end to the disturbances which 
now threaten to subvert our privileges. 

Serenissimo principi, Domino Henrico, Dei gracia regi Anglie et 
Francie, domino nostro melueiidissimo. 

Serenissime princeps, rex in eternum vive 1 sancte malris ecclesie 
et tocius reipublice defensalor semper invicte 1 Et nomen el poien- 
ciam semper paveant inimici. Graciosissimonim principuni progeni- 
lorum veslrorum (qui noslro supplici interventu celcsli perfruaniur beati- 
ludine !) slrenuissimos et memorabiles actus recolentes— sub quorum 
magnificis et elerna memoria dignis proteccionibus a primevo veslra 
Universilas semper et inconcusse hactenus communiia in famosa laudis 
precellencia floruit et honore — precipue in hoc Allissimum coUaudamus, 
quod talem regno providerat successorcm, in quo paterne probitatis 
insignia et suorum progenitorum inclitudo serenissima plenissime con- 
quiescunt. Ht quia adflucns regia cel^^itudo immense laudis preconiis 
altollitur, cum ex ipsa ad singulos Jusiicie et rectitudinis plenitude diri- 
vclur, et neminem relinquat esperiem sue gracie regalie : bine veslra 
Universilas mater nostra coram precelsa majcsiate regia suum exponit 
merorem presendbus interclusum. Quoniam igitur, nos informante 
scriplura, rex sedcns in solio dissipat omne malum, supplicamus 
humiliier quo valemus quatenus vestra potentissima majesias caritatia 
dignelur intuitu hujusmodi abusionis malum, quod brigosa et protcrva 

' ill BHiHilnis MS. ' uifplUal ib, * beiievoUiti eiii ib. ' /cleciiiivius ib. 
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elacio quonimclam in dicleUniversitatis vestrediscriminosain perturba- 

cionem confovet, gracioso et regali remedio dissipare ; sic quod vestre 

Universitaiis privilegia, siaiuia, et deliberaciones ad Iranquillitatem 

siudii illesa in suo robore permaneant el virtute ; violatoresque eorum 

ad regiam vestram presenciam sint venire coacti legaliter casligandi ; Fol. 35 h. 

Dt in eadem veslra Universiiate lial pax hominibus el Deo gloria in 

excelsis, Et metuendissima regia majestas in felicissimorum incre- 

menio successnum imperel, prosperetur el regnet, quesumus, in long- 

cvum. Scriptum Oxotiie in nostre congregadonis domo, mtnsi's Oclobris 

die guinlo. Veslre celsiludinis bumiUima oralrix Universitas studii 

Oxuniensis. 

96. 

To the Duke of Gloucester. 

Vou are our harbour of refuge in every trouble ; and for your 
proUelion and magnificent gifli we are ever thankful, and daily remaiiber 
you in our prayer t. We herewith inclose a statement of the circumstances 
which at this present disturb our peace, and entreat you to check the pre- 
sumption of those who are the cause of them. 

Serekissimo principi, domino duci Gloucestrie, comiti Pembrochic, 
I nagtio camerario Anglie, suo graciosissimo protectori. 

Screnissirae princeps, cui, lanquam humillima membra precipuo 
I capiti el protectori, ofTerimus omnis devocionis tributa, utinam vestre 
oratricis preces piis oculis ut solito contcmplari. Quociens urgeat 
nccessitas aut dc'poscat utililas, ut ad consuetum refugii porlum, ad 
vcbtram domjnacionem recurrimus' pro succursu. O quantum tantille* 
obligamur lanio principi, cujus vivens memoria cordibus noslris in- 
fi^'iiur, cujus prosperitas inclitissima votis cotidianis Deo presentatur ! 
qui nos magnilicis vallavit ihcsauris, ubi suorum donorum memoriale 
noUbile lucet preseniibus et fuiuris; nostrequc iminenti mine manum 
semper supposuit prolectricem, et in fervore sui spirilus minas hominum 
contempnens ab emulis nos dcfendit : que omnia, nostro supplici inicr- 
vcntu, prcmiai cuncla Poicnbl Scd jam iterutia vicibus vestre poten- 
tissime dominacioni veatra Universitas et oratrix lidelissima suam 
cxponit tribulacionem presentibus interclusam; supplicans spiritualiter 
el devote, quatinus vester potentissimus principatus intuitu dignetiu 
caritatis hujusmodi abusionis, pcrturbacionis, et lemcritatis malum, quod 
brigosa et cervicosa quorumdoin presumpcio in dicte Universitaiis 
perturbacionem confovet, gracioso remedio dissipare ; ne perver^irum 

■ rtatrrimui MS. ' laiidltt or lanlille MS. The word pralntbly -ihould be 
laMUti, wliidi ucuuit id a liiiiibf [lOKiiiijc lu aiiutlict cj'irile, d. e|'. i>o. 
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unta temeriias effrenis adilum pandat injurits, et vestre oratricia \ 
studium desiniat et evelkl ; sed sue deliberaciones, staiuia et privilegia 
ilU'sa 3.A sludii tranquil iiia tern sui roboris firmitatem habeani et vimilis, 
uorumquc violatores refrenentur et penis debilis inSigantur, ad Dei 
hoiiorem et vestre dominacionis illuslrissime tneritum sine fine. 
gloriobus Dells, in cujus manu sunt vota principuu), vestre serenitadaJ 
polenciam sic dirigat in terris ut inter potestales angelicas presideraJ 
finaliter inerealur. Scriplum Oxonie, ut supra in proxima. Veslre | 
seicniiatis sptuialissima orairix Universilas, &c. 
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To the Archbishop of York. 

Tfu father's rrnoum is spread abroad wfun fit merd/ully hears the J 
prayers of his sons. Our mother the University there/ore, proud ^ to M 
distinguished a son, who does not turn a deaf ear to the prayer of tht \ 
mother who suckled him, with confidence lays before you her present i 
distress, begging that the guilty causes thereof may be sufficiently I 
punished. 

Reverekdissimo in Christo patri et domino, Domino Johanni, Dei 1 
gracia Eboracensi ArchiepiscOfK), primati Anglie. 

Rcverendissinie in Christo pater et domine, Universitatis nostre 
honor et splendor, sub cuJus proteccionis sensata prudencia nostre 
nccessitudinis negacia piis favoribus amplexari ; patcmi honoris 
gloria tunc dilatescit in orbe, et Hos immarcidus sue fame dignissime 
laudis fragrancia redolescit in populo, cum humillium justo precamini • 
filiorum favorabilis sue exaudicionis januas benigne reserat clemens 
pater, Unde Universilas mater nostra sue vires induit confidencie, 
internius exultans de tanle honoracionis Glio, qui, cum mateme depre- 
cacionis pulsetur instanciis, a sue gratuile recordacionis non abradet 
registro ubera neciarea que sugebat ; sed matemi honoris staium 
prospcrum in sue innate gratitudinis state ra ponderans, materne 
precis pro refugio suppHcantis saciavit affectum in suis tribulacionibus, 
angustiis el pressuris. Quia igitur in Universitale nostra quedam 
brigosa contencio nuper incepit, (quin verius, quod dolenler referimus, 
cum scriplura nata est malicia, in diebus noslris,) cujus contencionia 
I, compendii causa presentibus claudilur brevis tenor ; supplicamus 
unantmiter tarn potenti patri, ut' transgressorea paveant, et quod 
' praamiiic MS. Cf. cp. 104. 
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I delicia absque correspondcnte pena non Iranseant im- 
punita ; et (aliler u[ sub patema proteccione graciosa, in cujus capite 
adrairabilis regnat sapiencia, quam reveremur ' naciones varie, dicta 
mater nostra Universitas more solilo virtuosis scienciis et fame sue 
prL-coniis virescere valeat: et clarisaimis documentis, privilegiis suis, 
EtatDtis, laudabilibus consuetudinibus et deli beracioni bus, ad quietem 
sludii, Ecienciarum honorem, et graduum distinccionem edilis, in- 
violabiliter observatis, et ejus pacis perturbatores, exortatores seu 
eorum fautores penis debitis castigentur. Et paternitatem vestram 
rei erendissimam, post hujus viatrids vie cursum, inter supremos 
aniistiles' collucel Jesus Christus. Scriplum Oxonit, ^c. Vestie 
I patemitatis reverendissime orairix Universitas studii Oxoniensis. 
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To the Bishop of Winchester. 

Your wisdom and virtues 0/ world-wide /anu comfort our htarls, and 
tHcouragt us to lay befort you our present difficulties^ and beg that 
a tuilabie remedy may be applied. We enclose a statement of the facts. 

Reverendissimo in Chrislo patri et domino, Domino Henrico, Dei 
gracia Anglic Cardinali, episcopo Wynioniensi, domino nostro et 
giaciosissimo protectori. 

Reverend! ssime in Christo pater et domine iUustrissime, pro cujus 
prosperitatis felicitate votiva continuo nostrarum precum tributa 
faumillicna penes Deum. Concors virtutum preclarilas ct admirabilis 
eitpiencte insignia, que cxcelsa de dominacione vcstra devulgantur in 
omnem terrain, menicm oratricis vestre Universitatis matris nostre 
mira suavitate reficiunt, et ad eandem humiliter exorandam altc sue 
bonitatis allcctivis radiis nos inducunt. Cum nuper quedam tediosa 
discordia, corrumpens sludionim novcrca, in vustra coniigit ' Universi- 
tUe, cujus tenor brevitatis causa presentibus includitur; ad vestram 
Igitur dominacionem, in cujus capite slupcnda posuit suam sapiencia 
Bedem, conrugimus,ipsi inheremus, ipsique preces cjfundimus humillimas 
et devotas, eoque securius preces precibus superaddimus, quo de soliia 
dominacione vestra, in omnibus honorea nostras et comoda concemen- 
tibus*, summa duximus fiducia conddendum ; quatenus, proviso super 
tantis excessibus oportuno remedio, dignciur lantus noster pater et 
dominus graciosissimus in finibus noi>tris ponere pacem, tantoquc 
posiiam roborc solidare, ne pusillum gregem predicte Universitatis 

' reveruntar MS. ' iH//re««i anliitatti ib, • conttgil ib. ' len- 

ttrMcntidui ii added ovei tbc line, il). 
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specialem vesire salutis mcmorem infestacio inimica lormentel; Bed 
vcsire graciose proteccioris respirans in gracia, suorum staiutonim, 
deliberacionum, et laudabilium consuetudinum libertati pristine se 
gaudeat restitulum, et pacis ejusdem perturbatorcs juris remediis 
infiigantur, ul in pace studeant et proficiant filii pacis interminis 
inflanimati in laudibus tanti patris. Quern ad naviculae fidei munimen, 
honoris pulchritudinem, et ad Universitatis vestre, matris nostre con- 
Einuanda solncia prosperari faciat Deus pacis. Scnplum Oxonie, ifc, 
Vcsire revere ndissime patemitatis specialissima oratrix Universitas i 
iitudii Oxoniensis. 



99. 
b. To the Earl of Stafford. 

Juiike is one of Ihe most glorious ailribuks of rulers, and ihty art ' 
inirusled with the sword for its maintenance. As ihe lesser animals 
before the lion, so the turbulent people Jlee before the face of the sword. 
We pray that you will check Ihe cause of our present troubles in its eom- 
mencemcnt, for a spark may soon become a confiagration, and the very 
pastimes of children indicate the tendency of national character. 

iLLUSTRissiMO principi, domino noslro, comiti Staffordie. 

e princeps, quern ob graciose dotninacionis benevolendam 
iiatem specialiter revereri tenemur, omnis devocionis 
nostre tributa humillima cum honore. Cum Inter ceieras reipublice 
curas nullum opus nomen principis excellencius aitollit preconiis, qi 
quo pacis el justicie uniias observetur, et pacis inflatos contemp- 
tnres casligando humiliet potencia militaris, (ad hoc enim magnus c 
fcilii Angelus terrigenis reddens pacem principibus commisit gladium,) 
quo, juato mctu improbos terrente, innocentes subdilos pax firmior 
[ueretur; et sicul leonis vestigia perlimescunl animaiia singula, sic 
inimica infestacio plebeica paviai potenciam principum, et a facie 
gladii fugiat ire sue; et' quia brigosa conicncio nuper commovit 
Universitalem nosiram ex quorurodam elacionis fumo, ut patct infra 
presentes compendii causa inclusum, igitur ad dominacionem vestram, 
ut ad poteniissimum brachium et securam nostri naufragii tabulam, 
unanimitcr recurrimus pro succursu et luicione quielis nostri studii; 
supplicantes humiliter et devote quatinus subjiciantur colla super- 
borum, qui dicunt 'linguam nosiram magnificabimus, quis noster dominus 
est?' ne scintilla volatilis maliciae exsurgat in incendium et guLlula 
graadticat rapiJum in torrenk'm. A i)risliiiis enim palribus ut 
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rmanuate spectaculum nosire Universitalis tranquillitas habebalur, quod 
processisse videtur ex illo Platonia A\cxo ' per jocos pueriles scianlur 
rtgni prosptra vel adversa'. Intuiiu igitur caritatis digneiur dominacio 
veslra potenlissima ad hujusmodi enormium malonun enervacionem 
apponere remedium graciosum. Et eo confidencius iltuatrissime 
dominaeioni vestre preces precibus multiplicamus, quo in illustriasimo 
sangTiine vcstro, domino nosiro Cancellario, nostra Universitas hono- 
raiur; linnissime tenentes quod non potest malicioiiis adversancium 
conatibus occumbere quod tanti principis poiencia decrevit susiinere. 
Nostris privilegiis staiutis et deliberationibus in poteneia vestra con- 
servatis illesis, tarn prolerva juvenum delicia, non minus in horta- 
lionibus' seu fautoribus quam in transgressoribus, non transeant 
impunila: et Universitas mater nostra vestre dominacionis oralrix in 
pace iactet suos filios in virtutibus et scienciis, ad ecclesie et regni 
proficuunt et honorem. Dominacionem vestram illostriasimam sic 
dirigat in (erris Princeps pads ut finaliter principare valeat in excelsis. 

IStriplum Oxvnie in nosire congfega^ionis dumo, mnisi's Ofioiris dw, ^-e. 
Vtsixe dominacionis oratrix Universitas studii Oxoniensis. 



100. 
To the Earl of Warwick. F 

To the same effect as the preceding Idler. 

Illustrissimo principi domino nostro, comiti Wanviei. 

Illustrissime princeps. quem tarn ob militarcm ' sirenuitalem quam 
admirabilis sapiencie' splendorcm revcreniur naciones varie, ad 
!gTs, regni, et communitatis munimen et decorem continuo prosperari. 
Cum inter ceteras reipublice curas nullum opus magis Tacit nomen 
principis attolli preconiis, quam quo pacis et justicie unitas observalur, 
et inflatos pacis contemptores casiigando humiliat poteneia niilitaris, — 
ad hoc cnim magnus consilii Angelus terrigenis reddens pacem 
principibus commisit gladium, — quo, justo metu improbos lerrente, 
innocenles subdiloa pax firmior tueretur, et sicut leonis vestigia 
pertimescunt animalia singula, sic inimica infestacio plebeica paveat 
poienciam principum et a facie * arcua fugiat ire sue ; et quia brigosa 
dissensio nuper commovit nostram Universilatem ex quorundam 
elacionis fumo. ut palct infra presentes compendii causa inclusum, 
unanimiter igitur recurrimus, pro succursu et luicione quielis nostri 

' Aertaleriiui7 ' milUaris MS. 

in MS., but probably sapUitne. ' factai MS. 



' Thii wotd nearly gUitentted 



1 

qui, ut caput ^H 
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^tudii, ad metuendissimum doniinum nostrum regem, qui, ut caput 
nobile debilibus membris condescend ens, graciosum sc prebeat cla- 
moribus oppressorum, et ad sui consilii apicem, ut ad dominacionem 
vesiram, supplicantes humililer et devote quatenus subjiciantur colla 
superborum, qui dicunt ' linguam noslram magnificiihimus, fuis nosier 
dnminus tsl f ne scintilla volatiiis exurgat in incendium, et gutlula 
grandescat rapidum in lorrentem. A pristinis enim patribus ut 
manuale spectaculum noslre Universitatis tranquillitas habebatur, quod 
processisse credimus ex Ulo Platonis dicto, ' per jocos pueriles scianlur 
regni prosptra vel adversa! Igilur intuitu caritatis dignetur dominacio 
vestra ad hujusmodi malorum enervacioncm apponere remedium 
graciosum, sic quod tam enormia delicta' juvenum, non minus ia 1 
hortatoribus seu ' fauloribus quam in transgressoribus, absque pena | 
acida non transeant impuniia; et Universitas mater nostra vestre 
dominacionis oratrix in pace lactet filios suos in virtuiibus et scienciis, 
ad ecclesie et regni proficuum et decorem. Dominacionem vestram 
illusirissimam sic dirigat in terris Princeps pacis, ut finaliler principiari 
valeat in excelsis. Scriplum Oxonit in noslre congrtgaciom's domOt 
niensis Oclobris die, ^c. Vestre dominacionis oratrix Universitas j 
siudii Uxoniensis. 



lOl. 
To the Archbishop of York. 

Rk VIVENDI ssiMo in Christo patri et domino, Domino Johanni, Dei 
gracia Eboracensi Archiepiscopo, Anglie primati, nostro domino 
specialissimo. 

Reverendissirae in Chrislo pater et domine, Universitatis nostre 
honor et splendor, sub cujus proteccionis sensata prudencia no 
necessitudinis negocia piis favoribus amplexari: patemi honoris 
gloria tunc dilatescit in orbe et flos immarcidus sue fame dignissime 
laudis fragrancia redolescit in populum . . . ' 

Teatimonial letter issued for Master Fhilipp Moires. 

LiTTERA testimonialis niagistri riiilippi Morresch*. professoris' in 
. theoiogia ; datum in nostra eongregaeionis domo, undecimo die 
Octobris anno Domini miliesimo quadringentesimo Iricesimo 
i/uinlo, et est secundum antiquam formam. 

' SI ib. ' This iragmcnl here cnd«, but it is verbWim the 

■ cp. 97- ' Merrcsih coirccled over the line to Mgrres MS, ' PrO' 
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To the Deaa and Chapter of S. Patrick's, Dublin'. F 

Having fieard of your favour shown to our brolfur Master PhiUpp 
wtferrys, we hiartily thank you, for you have admitted to your society 
a virtuous and learned man and an unwearied preacher. 



Vexebabiubus riris, Decano et capitulo ecclesie caihcdralis S. 
Palricii Dublin ie. 

Venerabiles domini, prospera successuum incrementa tam cclebri 

cctui cum honore. Quia fidedigne relacionis fama nosiras delegavii 

sd aures quanta graiuita et bene merita vesire dileccionis insignia 

carissimo confratri nosiro, magisiro Philippe Norrys. sacre theologie 

egregio professori coniulit liberalitas vestri cordis ; ac hec vivaci 

conlemplantes memoria, ad reddendas graciarum acciones meriio 

«citamur, quas unanimiler reddimus vestro cetui reverendo; es ditto 

I jecensenles phitosophico hoc ad integritalem tocius pertinere quod 

; parti impenditur ad profecium. O quam felix vestra intencio, 

Y quando vinim tam excellentis sciencie, conversacionis honeste et 

I hntiiilitalis speculum, sonoramque sancte predicacionis tubam, que non 

[ nuicescit in ostendendo plebi sua scelera, vestro cetui sociastis ! pro 

f qao facto firmissime lenemus meritorie laudis' preconium apud Deum 

et homines memisse ; nee desisiitnus de fiducia, quam penes vos jam 

[ recipimus, eundem nostrum confralrem vesire venerabiti ceiui amplius 

I commendare, ut quod gratuite dileccionis vinculo eidem recognovinius 

I inceptum, noslrarum precum inlerventu perseveranter proficere in 

postenim sensiamus. £t vestrum venerabilem celum in prosperitale 

I votiva prcsen'are dignelur bonitas summi Dei. Scriplum Oxonie in 

uoslre congregacionis donw, meniis Octobris die undecimo. Universiias 

^ studii Oxoniensis. 

1 02. 

To the Bishop of S. David's. 

A similar teller to that addressed to the Archbishop of York \ 

Rbverendissimo in Chrisio patri et domino, Domino Thome, Dei 
gracia Menevenai episcopo, nosiro domino speciali. 

Revere ndissi me in Christo pater et domine, sub vesire pateme 
proteccionis sensata prudencia no8tre necessitudinis negocia piis 
favoribus amplcxari. 'Paterni honoris,' &c., ut supra, in epistala 

< This letter ii not numbered, ud is in a pecnliar, inegoUr huid. quite nnlikc 

■t of any of the near piccnling 01 iDCCeediiie Ictlera. Piobably it bu Leen 

[ Inwrtcdlaterraiafolioleftptrlially blank. ' tl laudis MS. ' See ep. gy rx/ra. 
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mi'ssa A rchiepiscopo EhoTacmsi, usque ibi, ' brevia tenor.' Moveai vos ] 
igitur, unanimiter rogitamus, communis sciencianun utilitas, moveai | 
vos earumdera jacmre crud<.-liias, moveat vos pacifici studii ii 
inimole Hmpidilas, et vos moveat quod Universitas maier nostra 
vesirum auKilium tatiquam potemis pairis manibus expansis implorat, 
quatinus sub vestre proteccionis abiete erectissima humiles sui ramun- 
i. culi frondeant, floreant el froctiferanl, nee procella in sui indicium ' 
aut esterminium debacando prevaleat : sed sine fluctuacione et a 
morsu fere pessime preservetur agnina simplicitas sue prolis, statuta, 
prtvilegia, dcliberaciones et consuetudincs, ad quietcm studii et ad 
sctenciamm honorem et° graduum disiinccionem suum robur oblineant I 
et virtutem, per auxilium, favorem et prudenciam tanli patris, Qucm \ 
prospere dirigat summi Fatris sapiencia, ad nostra continuanda solac 
et ad ecclesic continuum fulcimentum. Scriplum, J^c Vtstre pattrni- J 
tatis oratrix Univer^ilas sludii O.nc 



103. 

To the Bishop of Salisbury. 

As shipwrtckcd sailors lo a ra/i, su we betake ourselves lo you as mr I 
re/tige. Suffer ml, we entreat you, tlu mother that nurstd you lo he\ 
destroyed by the malice of her adversaries. 

REVERENnissiMo in Christo patri, Domino Roberto, Dei gracia \ 
Saruni. episcopo, nostro domino specialissimo el conservaiori. 

Revere ndissime in Christo paler et domine, utinam matris nostra 1 
tristiciam in tanli patris providencia aboleri. 'Magnificat a>uma\ 
nostra Dominum el exuttavit,' cum in tribulacione nostra de vesim ] 
graciosa paternitate nobis ad memoriam occurrit ; cujus nobiletn 1 
juvcntutem Universitas mater nostra solidissime sue dulcedinis per | 
ubera cducavil ; el gemine confidencie alas induentes ad dominacionem 
vcstram, tanquam naufragii tabulam, in nosire matris mesiicia supplj- 
cando fiducialiter convolamus ; quatinus in potente et graciosa domina- 
cione veslra nostre matris honor in suis privilegiis, slatutis, el maiura 
sua deliberacione nuper ediia, conservetur illesus ; cujus deliberacionis, 
et ob eandem perturbacionis, tenor breviialis causa infra presentes 
claudilur; sperantes indubie in vestre paterniiatis prudencia remedia 
congrua obtinere, Credimus eienim quod non potest maliciose 
adversancium eonalibus honor maternus occumbere, quem scilicet 



' ivjiiriam ai fitjuduii 



a omitted in MS. 
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f bnti patris dexiera decreverit sustinere. Intuitu igilur caritalis nos 
contra debacaneium turbines pio dignemini consolari munimine, nc 
insolencia efFrenis nimium invalfscal; sed hujusmodi rcbellium proter- 
rilas el contumacia feriaCur penis jurium, quos ad vivendi regulatn 
lenitos non emollii ; ut oratrix vesira maler nostra in pace lactet suos 
filios, qui de tanii patris favoribus et remediis exultantibus animis 
Deum laudent. El Deus, autor pacis et amator, feJicilct dies vesiros 

v«d commisBum vobis regimen pastorale. Scriptum, ^c. Vestre paterni- 
s oralrix Universitas studii Oxoniensis. 



104. 

To the Bishop of London. 

Tout incorporation is a source of txullalion and confidence, and wt 

tmsl in your aid lo repress the subversive efforts of those who would 

L dalroy our privileges and coifound the distinctions of degrees in tht 

'' Unwerii^. 

Revekendissiuo in Christo patri et domino. Domino Roberto, Dei 143^ J 
f gracia Londonicnsi episcopo, nostre Universiiatis conservatori special!. 
Reverendissime in Christo pater et domine, oinnimodas reverencias 
I tante patemitati debiias cum honore. Patcrni honoris gloria tunc 
> dilatescit in ortte, et flos immarcidus sue Tame dignissime laudis frag- 
I rancia redolescit in populo, dum justo precamini humilium filiorum 
bvorabilis sue exaudicionis januas bcnigne reserat clemens pater. 
Unde Universilas mater nostra vires sue indull confidencie, internius 
exuttans de tanlo patre ex puris omnium votis duodecimo die instantis 
mensis sibi incorporaio in sua solemni congregacione ; et requicscit 
In jubilo sub potente brachio lanli gui conservaloris ab apostolica sede 
sibi deputato ; cui homiliter exponit sui meroris moiiva in hac forma, ^ — 
Quia brigosa contencio nuper in eadem puilulabat, (sed verius, quod F0I. 38 b. 
dolenter referrirous, naia est malicia in diebus nostris,) cujus dissen- _ 

eionis presentibus includitur brevis tenor, ad vestram igiiur potentem 
patemilatem preces clTundimus humillimas et devotas, quatinus digne- 
mini, cariiatis intuitu et vestre conservacionis officio, nos contra de- 
bacaneium turbines pio munimine consolari ; ne insolencia efTrcnis 
nimium invalcscat, sed conlumacia rebellium penis jurium infligalur, 
quos ad vivendi regulam lenitas non emollit : sic quod vestra oratrix 
tnater nostra sub potent! jam vestra conservacione more solilo vir- 
tulibus, scienciis, et fame sue preconiis virescere valeat, et clarissimis 
docuDiemis ad eccleUc et regni proficuum ft lionorem, suis privilcgiis, 
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smiults, consueludinibus laudifluis ct deliberacionibus, ad quieten) 
studii, setencianim honorom et graduum distinccionem ediijs, sicut' 
actinua inconcusse fuerunt usque presens, inviolabiliter observatis. Et | 
vestram patemitatem, ad conscrvacionis nosire felicis continuanda I 
solacia, conservet in prosperis Dominus Jesus Christus. Scripiuttt j 
Oxonie in nosire cmigregadoni's domo, i,c. Vestre patemitatis orairil I 
humillima Univcrsitas studii Oxoniensis. 



105. 

Testimonial letter for Master Thomas Gascoigne. 

LiTTERA testimonialis magislri Thome Gascoignc, sacre iheologre I 
doctoris, sub aniiqua forma cum i.=ta clausula special! ; — ' ronnamque 
suam integram et regenciam in artibus et in sacra iheologia in eadem 
Universilate exercuil laudabiliier el complevit.' Datum Oxonie in 
nosire congngadonis domo, ullimo die Oclobris anno Domini millesimo , 
guadringailesimo triceiimo sexlo. 



106. 

>' To the Duke of Gloucester. 

The Vnivfrstly once so prosperous is reduced to the greatest misery. 
So deadly is Ike wound from which she suffers, by the insubordination 
and violence of the ill-disposed, that lectures have ceased and a complete 
ruin of education is imminent. History shows thai where learning it 
encouraged the stale prospers, and though these our troubles are but among 
theyoulh of this Universily, they are an index of national feeling. 

Sexenissimo principi domino, duci Glaucestrie*, comiti Pembrochie, 
mngno camerario Anglie, suo graciosissimo proteclori. 

Serenisaime princeps, exordium cogimur depromere lacrimosum et | 
tristis narracionis seriem miscere amaritudinibus et lamentis; quia 
vestre serenilatis humillima oratrix Universiias Oxoniensis, nuper ' 
secunda filia Syon, que inter ceteras (idei filias preclaruit formosissima, 
nunc lugubris luget in montibus et in convallibus lacrimatur; nequis- 
sime atlracta ad contradiccionis aquas, ad serviendum in latere et luto 
el palea, insolita servitute, ubi quondam floruit ut regina; nam cam 
discoloravil nephanda malignorum opprest^io, qui nostra statuta et 
consuetudincs necessarias ac laudabil<.-s, ex papalibus privilegils et 
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* veslris progenUoribus, Anglie regibua ', in suis chanis el conririna- 
cionibus sibi concessa ad perpetuum studendtim quieiem, — ut inibi 
■tadentes continuata quiele in fortes ecclesie catholice columpnas, regis 
Ct regni, suis in dandis sanis consiliis, excrevissc polerint, — contem- 
Dunt, rapiunt et dirimunt in eadem ; in domini nostri regis et summi 
pontificis coniemptum, dicleque Universitatis dedecus'. opprobrium et 
exterminium ultimatum ; in tantum quod dicta Universitas, a lectura 
compulsa desistere et ab omnibus aetibus scolaslicis et studiis, finetn 
aibi proponens lugubrem ' imponere, in ululantis confusionis vultu dies 
plangit et miserias ' lamentatur, O quid facerent fluctuantes in pro- 
celloso pelago si navicula dissolvalur ? quomodo staret basilica corni- 
■enie columpna f quo pergenies in tenebris tenderent si lux exiinguatur f 
Kam, teste Deo, lanta iminet nostre matris livida et mortirera plaga, 
quod in presenti dissoluta et dispersa corruisset, si non in vestro 
potentissimo brachio sue spei ancoram aflixisset : qiiare caJamitosa 
prostraia ad lante sereniiatis pedes, ubi in adversis et suis miseriis 
Botebai habere refugium, clamilat pro derensionis succursu, et exclamat 
Ul audiatur " a superis et a vestre poiencie auribus vox clamanlis, ne 
succumbat misere presidiis orphanata. O uiinam vestra digneiur 
serenilas reminisci, quod scienciarum sludia ab inicio, in quavts regione 
contingencia glorie ejusdem maximam excellenciam solebant presagire 
fiiturum. Numquid Romana olim potestas, dum scienciarum studia in 
•no florebant senatu, totum orbem suo imperio victoriose tenebat sub- 
jectum? Numquid et ilia Grecia, dom in ea pliilosophorum crevere 
■tudia, universe telluri omnique orbis climati spargendo sui cinguli° 
mililaris honorem, de suis hostibus continuum reportavit iriuraphumf 
In quibus, dissoiuiis sludiis, non modicus marcor floridi honoris el 
victorie protenus esse Icgitur consecutus. Idea a priscis'' patribus 
tranquillitas nostre Universitatis Oxoniensis ut manuale spectaculum ' 
habebatur, secundum iilam Plaionis sentenciam, -per joca sciunlur 
futrilia regtti prospera ti adversa.' Igitur pro Deo exsurgere digneiur 
potencia lanti principis invincibilis, ad hujusmodi inauditorum malorum 
cnervacionem, sic quod inimica infcslacio plebeica paveat poienciam 
principis, sicut leonis vestigia pertimescunt animalia singula, et a facie 
j;kdii fugiat ire sue; laliterque compescantur iniqui, qui iniqua el 
cxecranda committere non vereniur; ul veslre sereniiatis oratrix sub 
pTOieccione vestra, sicul sob illustrisaimorum principum vesirorum 
progenitonim hactenus communita, In pace lactet lilios suos in scienciis 
et virtutibus, ad ecclesie, fidei et regni dccorem, proficuum et honorem. 



Duld cipect spmilum. I 



' dtditas ib. 
' liugi'li lb. ' prii 
It lee epp. 99 and 100, 
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Et presencium laiori nostre UniversUaiis jirocuralori, aures gracie et 
graciose credencie, in ilicendis pro parte nostra, et in nostra lamenta- 
bili ruina prebere dignelur veslra serenitas el potentissima celsiludo. 
Quam ac dirigai in terris Princeps pacis, ut finaliter principari valeat 
in escelsis. Scripium Oxoni'e in noilre mestose congregaeiotiis domo, 
srpiimo die Decemhris. Vestre serenilaLis specialissima oratriz Uni- 
versiUs sludii Oaoniensis. 

107. 

1. To the King. 

Dtgrtts are the revoard of sludenls ; and il is as lucessary to prestrvt^- 
the distinetiom behvtm them as between the various ranks 
society. To call bachelors by Ike name of master is in fact absurd ; 
and, though we have permitted bachelors in Canon and Civil laws to be 
so styled by their servants and in their own houses, they are not content, 
but by open violence and turbulent meetings, and lastly by an appeal to the 
court of Arches bring the University into contempt, and slir up slrift 
between other faculties ; in manifest violation of our statutes which hta/t 
been guaranteed by your royal authority. If bachelors in Laws are to 6t 
styled masters, they will not care to proceed to the superior degree, and' 
every one will prefer that faculty in which success is so easy. 

' Skrenissimb princeps ; rex in eternum vive I Christ ianissimi priii' 
cipes gloriosissimique reges vestri progeniiores nobilissimi, vias juslicie 
et veritatis universas, poliiice direccioni sue monarchie accomodas in 
Christo, doceri et cognosci ingenti anitni fervore zelantes, ad singulare 
incremenlum Hdei orthodoxe, virtutum et scienciarum, almam Universi- 
tatem Oxoniensem super siudium et gignasium quinque egregiarum 
facultatum; legum, videlicet, decretorum, medicine, arcium et theologie, 
necnon unice liberalis sciencie — supple ' gram malice^ una et super 
graduaciones in eisdem pro eanim aucienticacione fiendas, divina 
quadam inapiracione divinitus fundavere; quatinus inibi in iis sludenles, 
secundum suas in eis professiones, braviorum vice gradibus honoris, 
nominibusque ipsis correspondentibus, tandem solemniter decorarenlur. 
In quarum grammatica, gradu, ex more vestre jam dicte Uni versi talis, 
sub unico existente, utpote magistratu ; et in singulis prediclarum 
facultatum bifarius gradus, scilicet inferior, puta baculariatus, quasi 
semigradus, et superior, ut magistralus, in eadem Universitate con- 
sueverunt haberi; quorum utique supcriore in quacunque faculiate 

' The MS. is qaitc cleai IhraughoDl this curioui letter, imd [he sense snlficienlly 
plain ; but, as is usually the case in this colUclJon, wherever the hondwritiiig 11 
more cleckl]', the sentence* aie confused 01 imperfect. ' suple MS. 



I 

■ 

\ 



EPISTOLAE ACADEMIC A E. 



>3i 



I 



preinissa quis reditnitus, tanquam in eadem prestantissimus merito el 
effectu magister exislit a vestra prefata Universitate nominatua, insignia 
cum aucloriiate sue tnagistrali preeminencie opiinens ; approprialo ' 
habitu, videlicet magistrali vestiri pellura, in eo uii ordinarie, pro forma 
posse legere et disputare, scolares habere, bacularioa presentare et 
inagistros creare, consiliis Universilatis pro suo voto emillendo inter- 
esse, necnon nonnullos actus baculario negatos ex sui magislratus 
prerogativa cclebres agere potest; ubi*nullus nenipe inferiorc gradu, 
in qtiavis prenotninatarum facuUaium honoratus, occasione sui bacu- 
larialus magister existit, nee a vestra memorata Universilate magister, 
•ed baculariua et scolaris, quoquo modo nominabatur; veluti nulla pre- 
recitatorum, magistris * aliciijus antedicte facultatis pertinencium, habet 
quomodolibet esercere. Ob quod ab Universitate vestra prefata, cuj us 
■DOS antiquissimus est taniummodo illos, qui ibidem ' in grammatica 
■eu aliqua dictarum facullatum apicem attigerunt magistralem, nominari 
tnagistroa, propter repugnanciam veritaii el racioni, nullus occasione 
baculariatus, cujus pretcxtu revera nemo magistratu infignitur, poterit 
vere appellari magister— Ha cularium, inquam, gracia sui gradus ap- 
pcltari nnagistrum in sua sciencia — prestantissiraum nomine sonante 
raaRiairi— minus prestantem presiantissimum. principem comilem, 
dominum armigerum, militem inferiorem superiorem, et parem im- 
parem nuncupari existil : quod profecio, propter suam malam sequelam 
in ordinem politici regiminis subvertendo, contradiccionemque inclusain 
nullus sapiencium admitteret. Unde vestra premissa Univeraitas bacu- 
larium, in proclatnacionibus publicis in acolis pro sua forma legenda 
habiiis, magistrum nequit approbare, nisi tale approbaret oppositum in 
adjecto ; videlicet quod magister talis, qui non est magister, lale pro 
sua forma leget volumen ut sit magister, quod nimirum propter suam 
ridiculosam impossibiUtatem, Universitati cuique approbare foret ab- 
surdissimum. Verumpiamen vestra Universiias prefata bacutarios in 
decretis el jure civili, qui nuiiaienus sunt magistri, infra suum pre- 
cinclum a personis singularibus, ut a suis servitoribus et aliis quibus- 
libct voleniibus, nominari magistros proui consueverunt. juxta veslri 
graciosi brevis nobis nuper missi directi preceplum, libentissime tolerat 
Ct tolerabit. De quo, cum nonnulli bacularii in decretis et jure civili 
vcslre Universitatis prenominate, plus nomen honoris quam ejus 
neritum amplecienles, minime contenianlur nisi quatenus ultra hoc, 
tarn ab Universitate prefata quam in proclamacionibus in scolis pro 
oplinendo publicc factis, magistri amodo appellenlur : 
cujus metu et robore id exiorquere salagentes, quod veri- 
' illcs qui iiidem: these 



' approfriala MS. ' magistri ib. 

words repeated m llie MS. 
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late suadenie ipsis racio ' denegai, nedum veslre* Universiiaiis sluilium, 
vi araiata liligbsis eorum conventiculis discidiosisque insuUilius inde- 
fesse modo enormi subvertunt. Itaqiie a ' decreto ejusdem Unix'ersi- 
talis, in negocio prcdicio mere temporali, secundum nostrorum jurium 
Fol. 40 a. exigcuciam juste et rile laio, ad officialcm curie ' de arcubus ' appel- 
lantes, candem vestram Universilatem, in non modicum prejudicium 
vestre corone, iioslrorum que jurium a vesira regia celsitudine confirma- 
torum, illuc moleslissime infestando in judicium traxerunt ; ubi, judice 
lestibusque singulis in ipsa causa receplis, dicie Universitatis adversariis 
et partibus matiireste existentibus, videlicet decretistis civilistis, nuDo 
juris ordine observaio, omnique nobis denegalo beneficio juris, in 
despectum vestre Universilatis predicte aclenus inaudiium, cum arro- 
ganiissimo boaiu infaustissime et iniquissime est processum. Adeo 
quod non solius prefaie cause audicione ilii contentati, quinimo dis- 
sensiones dissencionibus cumulando, causam pteeminencie inter doc- 
lores medicine et juris civilis, (in preescellentissimum arbitrium * et 
laudum potentissimi principis et invictissimi domini recolendissime 
memorie regis Henrici quinti, veslri serenissimi progenitoria, ante- 
cessonimque suorum, per unanimtm cetum magistrorum vesire Uni- 
versilatis prefate alias compromissam,) in vestre rcgalie conlemptum, 
in eadem curia et admiranda inestimabili frontosa presumpcione de- 
cidere usurparunt; jura noslra, vestra incircumscripta aucloriiate robo- 
rata, ibidem ad eorum placitum interpretando, contra vesire dicte 
Universilatis libertates, cui soli, ex vestrorum prog^enitorum graciosa 
concessione, propria jura ab ipsa edicta vel prescripta declarare ct 
muiare incumbil. Unde ad tanlum et tam graviter inius et exterius, 
ui prefertur, vestra prescripta Universiia'- infeslatur. quod, solita in ea 
cessante doctrina, in non pauco numero scolares, ionge pocius prefaie 
infesiacionis intestine et forinscce, quam malignissirae ctadis illuc in- 
staniis formidine, illam pene vacuam dimittunt pariler et desnlalam. 
Quoniam — internius lamentando referimus — de verisiraili studii veslri 
ccssacio appropinquat, nisi vestra regia raagnificencia in predicta 
excessus et gravamina, in eandem Universilatem illala, debile cor- 
rigendo sibi celerius nportunum imparcialur auxilium. Quas ob res, 
magnifice priticeps poteniissimeque domine, vestram inclitisstmain 
clemeniissime quesumus majestaiem nostris devotis ei obnixis precibus 
exoratam haberi ; quaienus antedicto officiali de arcubus dc dictis causis 
non audiendo ullerius, neque aiiquam senlenciam in els earumve altera 

' r^lie : tills wuid is partly entsed MS. ' fremisie added over the line MS. 

= a bloiied in MS. * Another confusion appatenlly— perh«pi it should lie 

ie«d priijctilltnlitsimf axMlria tl taudo, but there is no aLbrevittioa in tbe 
willing licte. 



EPrSTOLJE .4C.4DEHJC4C. 



•33 



I 

I 



latam e.xecucioni aliquaienus demandando ; sed, si quid in ciidem 
prius attempiaverit, revocando, vestris graciosis iilleris sigillo vestre 
canccllarie sigiialis prohibere dignelur; et post hoc easdem causas 
vestnim per consilium maturius auditas, pro pads nostre opiate 
gpeciali reformacione celeriter delerminare, ad quod nos porro vocatos 
fiiisse ex vesiri brevis lenore aliquamdiu sumus, ut decuit, prestolali; 
am saltern ad minus, hujusraodi vesiri prohibicione prehabila, propter 
jurium vestre ' Universilalis memorate indent pnitatem, dictas causas, 
ut sua privilegia exigunt, deierminacioni ejusdcm Universitatis remilti 
predictOKque in juribus bacallarios, decreto ab eisdem in ea parle 
ierendo, ontni contumacia cessante, vesiro regio mandato parere com- 
petlaEia ; benignissime princeps illustrissimeque domine : specialiier 
-adverientes, quod si soluminodo in juribus bachuiarii ab Universitate 
predicta aut in puplicis prMlamacionibus, ut ferventer exoptant, a|>- 
pellarentur tnagistri, nullarum aliarum facullalum baculariis magistri^ 
nuncupatis, singuli scolares ibidem ceterarum facuhaium, studio prorsus 
desetto, ad jura adiscenda continue convolareni ; necnon eciam ipsi 
jurium bacularii, baculariaiu in eisdem adeplo, ae ad honorem, quam 
ultra procedere frivolum forei, venisse putantes, protinus studio dere- 
licto aniplius adiscere non curabunt ; et veri magisLri nulla reputacionc 
habebuntur, in vestri generalis studii predict! gravissimura dispendium, 
et dicle Universilalis dedecus perpciuum. Ob quod, si liujusmodi 
prefaij bacularii in decretis et jure civili, ut prcfertur, pro premissis 
tnut^essionibus excessibus ec coniumeliis, in vestram regiam celsi- 
tudinem vestramque aniedictam Universitatem commissis, hac vice 
debitc non castigentur ; aliis grassari volentibus, quotienscunque deter- 
ininacio Universitatis, quamtumcunque rationabilis, displiccns eis emer- 
Ecrit, cedet in exemplum in eandem Universitatem taliler continuo 
debacandi. Veslram justissimam inclimdinem tam recte prediclorum 
flagicia casligare, ac lam feliciier vestrum ulrumque regere regnum 
Omiupotens largiatur, ut post hujus vile cursum diadema eieme glorie 
consequatur. Scriptum notirt toHgrtgacionU do/no, gui'nlo decimo die 
Dttewi&ris \ 

1 08. 
To the Duke of Gloucester. F. 

The scholars 0/ Devon and Coritwall carried away an imagt of 
S- Ptirr from n parish church and flaced it m the high altar at 
I 5. Fridesivydes. invili»g other scholars to attend mass there. On being 
\ requireei to desist Hie Law-studcnti refused and, in the end, seiiaus rioting 
' veitri Ha. ' No iuUcii]ilion. 
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has ensued; by which sentences of imprisonment of one of the culprits 
anil bamshment of another are rendered ineffectual, and a general eollapu 
of authority prevails. 

Serenissimo principi, domino duci Gloucestrie, comiti Pembrochic, 
et magno Camerario Anglic, nostro gracioaissimo praiectori. 

Sereniaiiime princeps, nostrum in advereis singulare refugium, 
Bpccialissime vestrc oratricis Universitatis Oxoniensis utinam compaii 
gemitibus et lamentist Cum reverendissimus nobis pater noster, 
dominus Canccllariu3, super ilia materia discordie per legistas in 
dicta Universitate nuper suscitata, et vestre serenitati sepius intimaia, 
per labores suos sensalos et efficaces sudorea felici fine fuerat in 
puncto concludendi, sed in ultimo festo S. Petri in cathedra, Devo- 
nicnses et Comubienses, (stent ceteri de aliis plagis regni, qui in suis 
fcstiviiaiibus sue patrie aniiquilus unam miasam solennem in ecclesia 
Beaie Marie Virginis, matrice Universitalis ecclesia, celebrari obtinere 
Bolebant,) quandain ymaginem S, Petri de quadam parochiali ecclesia 
ville Oxoniensis auferenles ad summum altare S. ffrideswyde posueruni, 
et missam, sotilam celebrari in ecclesia Beaie Marie predicla, in dicta 
ecclesia S. ffrideswyde celebrari fecemnt; scolares et laicos ad ob- 
lacionem inilii accedere instigarunt ; el inhibicioni, rogacioni et re- 
quisicioni dicii domini nostri Cancellarii, Prions et conventus dicii 
loci S. ffrideswyde, doctorea et scolares legisiamm obedire non cura- 
runt, iinmo expresse restiterunt, unde maxima perturbacio fuerat 
consccuta : nocteque proxima extunc seqtienie magna muldtudo 
armatomm de predictis legistis noctivagabat, et cum quosdam ei eis 
convictos dictus dominus noster Cancellarius per staluta et privilegia 
dicle Universitalis pena careens punire voluisset, certi legists hujus- 
modi convictum adire carceres impediverunt per duos dies, aliusque 
convictus adire carceres eciam jussus expresse recusavit. Et cum 
dictus dominus nosier Cancellarius dictum convictum adire carceres 
recusantem juxta privilegia Universitalis et statuia sub certa forma 
bannivissel, ille lamen banniius ad meiucndissimum dominum DosUum 
regem, ut pretendit, appellavit; quod nunquam ab evo ftierat visum 
auL audilum, saltern in casibus perturbacionis pacis, contumacie aui 
rebellionis; el sic a dicta Universitate recedere recusal, in dicie 
Universitalis, suomm privilcgiorum el statutorum despecium mani- 
fesium, perniciosum aliis malificis in esemplum: quia sequetur in 
posterum quod quilibet publicus pacts perturbator convictus, hujus- 
modi appellacione tutus, dictam Universttatcm finalitcr opprimet ci 
illudet. Quibus omnibus piissima consideracione pensaiis, potentissiine 
serenitati vesire voto cordium suppiicamus usanimi, quatinus diclos 
rebelled, qui in duiicia sui cordis obdoimiunt, poleucie t-esue brachio 
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ponstringere dignemini, laliter quod ad obedienciani debitam redeant 
e mains, aut ab eadem penitus abscidaniur. Ipsoruni sic potes- 
s agtioscanl, quorum virtute privilegia, nostre leges et staluia sunt 
:t a Christianisaimis regibus vestris progenilonbus approbata; 
C lam prenobiles legum ktores et conditores sic publice despectum 
KJantur. In premissis vero procurator nosier, presencium lator, 
loveril dominacionem specialius informare ; cui obsecramus 
nillime favorem in dicendis pro parte nostra, et aurem credulam 
IhJbcre dignemini graciose. Sercnitaiem vescram uostris precibus 
im commendatam, ad suum beneplacitum et locius regni 
inimen defendat et roborel solus Deus, in cujus manu sunt posita 
Biiversa. Scriplum Oxonie in nostre congrfgacioni's domn, lercio die 
ifarai. Vestre sercnitatis specialissima oratrix Universilas sludii 



109. 

To the Archbishop of Dublin. Fol. 41a. 

Commetidifig to his grace Master Philipp Norreys, an indefatigable 
preacher, and conspicuous for his kumiiily and other viriues, 

Keverehdissiko in Chrisio pairi et domino, Domino Ricardo, Dei 1435. 
^acia Archicpiscopo Dubliniensi. 

Reverend issi me pater, quia fide digne relacionia fama nostras dele- 
gavit ad aurea quanta graiuita et magnilica vestre dominacionis 
ill^ignia karissimo confralri nostra, magistro Philippo Norreys, sacre 
tht'ologie cgregio professori veslra conlulit patemilas graciosa; hec 
vivaci contemplantes memoria ad reddendas cordiales graciarum 
acciones merit o cxcitamur, quas dominacioni vestre unanimiier 
olTerimus ; ex dicto recensentes phiiosophico, hoc locius ad integri- 
talem pertinere quod sue [larti impenditur ad profectum. Nee es* 
(iducia desislimus tarn excellentis sciencie vinim, sonoram sancte 
prcdicacionis tubam, que non rauccsdt in ostendc-ndo plebi sua 
scelera, humilitatis speculum omniumque virtuium Tragrancia in- 
signitum, ejusdem patemitatis vestre giaciosis nianibus amplius com- 
mendare ; ut quod dominacionis vestre bencvolencia eidem inceptum 
Tccognoscinius, nostrarum precum humili inierventu perse veranter 
setidamus proficere, quod lam scientis (ilii induslria congruis honoribus 
premietur. £t palernilatem vcbiram re veren diss imam conservet in 
prosperis Pastor bonus, Scriptum Oxonie in nostre eongregaciom's 






s Marcii die duodecimo. 



Oxonie i 
Univeraitas studii Oxoniensb. 
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To the Duke of Gloucester, 

Wt have remvcd with humilily your graiioiis lilUr, which shmos ' 
your zeal for God and for the pcaciful pursuit of learning: and wt 
offer our daily prayers for you. After the bitterness of adversity peat* 
will be sweet. J'our chaplain will advise you of the present slate of 
affairs here. 

Serenissimo principi, domino noslro duci Glaucesirie, cotniti Pen- 
brochie, magno camerario Anglie, nostra graciosissimo proleclori. 

Serenissime princcps, bumilium oratorum ve.strorum commenda- 
ciones internas ei devota oracionum suffragia penes Deum, Domina- 
cionis vestre graciosissimas epistotas apicesque sacros per honorandum 
vinim magistrum Thomam Chace bumillima cervtce nuper recepimua ; 
quos ideo sacratissimos nuncupamus quia Dei zelum, studii quietcm 
et cleri proficuum continebant ; pro quibus et aliis ' continue recolendis 
a seculo, eternaque memoria dignjs, gloriosis veslris muneribus et 
insignibus preciosis nobis et matri nostre impensis, in quolidianis 
vods et precibus nostri cordis organa Alitbsimo preseniamus; sperantca 
in Deo et in vestra sereniiate premissa, apud quara posuit admirabilis 
sapiencia suatn sedem, quod post nostre tribulacionis absinLhiuni mel 
pacis sapiet dukius, et post tenebrarum tedia lux serenior gracius 
eluccescet. Sic sub veatro ' graciosissimo fulcimine tcnemus firmiter, 
quod nostra studia feliciter respirabunt, ad Dei laudem et vestre 
dominacionis meritum coiiternum. De statu quidem oratricis vealre 
Universilatia matris nostre, et qualiter ibidem singula jam veraajitur, 
novit prefatus capellanus vester domitiaciotiem vestram plenius in- 
formare : cui, quesumus, post tropheum hujus transiture milicie, 
coronam ineffabilis glorie gioriosus Deus tribuat in aupernis. Scriptum 
Oxom'e in nostre congregacionis domo, vicesimo sexto die Mail. Vestre 
Eerenitatis oratrix Universitaa studii Oxoniensis. 
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JESUS; MARIA: ANNA I ORATE. 
:b. Testimonial letter for Master Robert Benet. 

1436. Mbmorandik, quod fraler Robertus Benet, ordinis Augus 

sacre iheologie professor, habuit lilteram testimonialem sub forma com- 
muni, et cum hac clausula, ' formamque suam in sacra theologia in 
eadem Universitate laudabiliter exercuit et complevit.' Datum Oxonie 
mensis Mali die vicesimo sexto, anno Domini millesimo quadn'ngenlesimo 
Irictsimo sexto. 

' alios MS. ' Hcsirt ib. 
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Testimonial letter for Master Thomas Gascoigne. 

Vould that there were many suck labourers in the Lord's vineyard! 
Wt desire specially lo record Ike excellence of his sermons lately delivered, 
maintaining the true doctrine of the sacramenl of the altar and the King's 
prerogative. 

Universis sancle matris ecclesie filiis, ail quos presentes littere 
pervenerint, Cancellarius Universitatia Oxoniensis cetusque unanimis 
magiBtrorum regencium salutetn in Eo qui est omnium vera salus. 
Quia akissime verilatJa conspectui credimus oRerre libamen, cum 
virlulibus precellenti et seiencia perhibemus testimonium digne laudis : 
hinc nos super vita et honeste conversacionis fragrancia karissimi con- 
fratris nostri magistri Thome Gascoigne, sacre theologte doctoris, 
omnium, el celera. suh forma eommuni, iisgue ibi. Idcirco unanimi 
assensu omnes ad summum Judicem vota offerimus, ut in agro 
dominico mulli tales nascerentur agricole, qui tribulos a segete, 
zizannia a tritico, et virtuiis grameu a viciorum palea eradicare valeani, 
velut iste doctor calholieus ; qui cedulo sudore studii inter nos sane 
doctrine metit manipulos, quibus oves Christiani ovilis sane el catholice 
pascere novit. Nam inter cetera sue laudis preconia hoc testamur, 
quod in magno festo diei Faschalis et Teria tercia sequentc, tanta de 
sacramenti altaris mysteriis, tanta de sacre scripture prerogativis et 
excellenciis, ac domini nostri regis prerogativis egregie et catholice, 
ex Sanctorum testimoniis ac mcris racionibus declaravit, regalemque 
liluium defcndit et contradicentes convicit, unde merito dictante con- 
seiencia integram sul famam omnibus patefacere ilecrevimus per pre- 
sentes. Ne igitur &c., sub forma eommuni. Datum O.vonie in noslre 
eongr^aeionis domo vicesi'mo octavo die Aprilis, anno Domini millesimo 
guadringenUsimo Iricesimo sexto. 

Testimonial letter for Master John Borstall. 
A'o/rt. Item, eadem die frater Johannes Borstall, sacre pagine 



habuit litteram testimonialcm, sub fonna 



professor, ordinis 
eommuni. 

Letters to the Archbishop of Canterbury for the two 
Masters Gascoigne and Borstall. 

Et iidem magistri habuerunt eodem die unam litteram commenda- 
I toriam domino Archicpiscopo miiiendam '. sub forma que sequitur. 
' milUHdam kddcd on maigin in contemjiDrir)' hand. 
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Letter to the Archbishop of Canterbury for Blasters 
Thomas Cooper and Thomas Long. 



1436- 



■t domiiio, Domino Henrico, Dd " 
cius Anglic primati, et aposEolice 



REVERENDissriio in Christo pairi 
gracia Cantuariensi Archiepiscopo, i' 
sedia Legale, domino nostro specialL 

Reverendissime in Christo pater ct domine, quern in nostre laudts 
Inocciduam memoriam revcremur, in Eo feliciler degere qui mand&t 
salutcm Jacob. Dominacionis vestre tnagnifica opera circa nostxam 
Univeisitatcm conunendamus Ahissimo celilus premianda. £t quis 
non debeant virlutia karismata, que vasis in honorem factis spiritus 
infudit Altissimi, occultari sub modio, sed ut poputo iuceant in 
publicam venire noliciam, ad Dei gloriam pariter et honorem; e»- 
propter reverendissime patemitati vestre, quam humili reverencia 
prosequimur, caris&imos confratres nostros, magistros Thomam Cooper 
et Thomam Long, arcium magistros, laudabilibus meritis, moribus et 
sciencits omniumque virtutum fragranciis redimitos piisime vestre 
dominacionis favori concorditer commendamus ; desiderantes devote 
Fol. 43 a. quod has sue matris preces, in suis agendis penes eandem vestram 

»dominacionem, sibi sencianl valituras. Reverend issi mam paternitatem 
veslram inter sanctos collocari anlisdtes infinita felicitate plenus tribtiat 
ipse Deus, Scriplum Oxoiiie in nosire rongrrgadottis domo, mtnsit 
Januarii die vicesimo secundo. Vestre reverendissime patemitatis 
oratrix humillima Universitas studii Oxoniensis. 



Acquittance of Master H. Sever, guardian of the Winton 
Chest. 



I 



NovERiNT universi per presenies nos, Cancellarium Universitatis 
Oxoniensis cetumque unanimem magistrorum regencium In eadem, 
recepisse et habuisse, die confeccionis presencium, de magisiro Henrico 
Sever completa et fidelia raciocinia cistc Wiotoniensis, pro toto tem- 
pore sue custodie ciste antedicte ; et dictum magistrum Henricum ab 
ulteriori el quacunque accione racione prefate custodie absolvjmus 
ei acquielamus per presentes sigillo nostro communi signatas. Datum 
Oxonie in domo nosire congregacionis , ultimo die mrnsis Januarii, anno 
Domini miliesimo quadrittgenUsimo Iricesimo sexto. 



I 




J 



ErISTOLAE AC.-IDEMICAE. 



I 



113- 

To the Duke of Gloucester. 

Our humble drvoh'on as usual. It was by divine inspiralion Ihalym 
hsct restticitated the seven liberal oris and ikree philosophies. This thought 
supports us when exhausted by our daily and nighlly studies. We 
would not be importunate, but only desire to kindle your charity by 
ktgging that you will provide for the continued maintenance of this 
.kaming in Oxford ; for, as a tree planted will perish wilhoul water, 
to the poor scholar will faint for lack of means of sustenance. 

Serenissiuo principi Domino Humfrido, ttuci Gloucestrie, comiti 
Fembrochie, Camerario Anglic, domino nostro et graciosissimo pro- 
ieclori. 

Serenissime princcps, consuelaet debila nostre humillime devocionis 
fributa, ei preciosum scienciarum thesaurum conlinuacione inoccidua 
perennare. Gloriosa vestre sereniiatis opera, que celo plus quam 
tnundo copulamur, in vcstra specialissima oratrice matre nostra 
tanquam lux meridiana summe ' fulgent ; que nosiro supplici inler- 
jrentu ad plenum recompensct Qui in seculorum fine premiat labo- 
ranles. O prccelsa serenitas, celica inspiracio, cujus ope ct 
mandato sepLem tiberalium arcium triumque philosophiarum sludium 
M doctrina, olim' fere in oblivionem lapsa', renovala fuerant ei in 
sctum rcdacta, el que siquidem erectum hominem supra bestias terre 
feliciter provehunt usque celum; et cujus serenitaiis conlemplacione 
nosinim quilibel imentissimo animo in attenuacione spirituum et Itigu- 
bratione noccium laboribus continuatis hucusque studiis sc exponit. 
Sed arbor ilia necessario arescet que sue radicis non seniit fomentum, 
nee bene vacabit studio quem adjuncta pauperies deprtmit sua mole : 
quia, de lam pauperculo magistrorum dictarum scienciarum posse, 
non procedet lam honorificum et arduum opus continuare absque 
competent! subsidio * eonim victui et studio requisito. Igitur veslra 
oralris perpetua, non ut videatur nlmis imporluna, aed ut gracio- 
tissimi sui domini preaccendat cor benivolum, erectis in celum lumi- 
nibus expansisque manibua vestre supplicat serenitaii, quatinus 
graciose dignetur providere taliler ad continuandam scienciarum 
leciuram, quod sue vinec ramunculi frondeant, floreant et fructum 
aflbrant, ad Dei honorem et gloriam, sancte fidei augmenium et vesire 
serenilatis felicissimum " mcritum sine fine ; ut sic, mulliplicaiis 



' summo MS. 
' merta cmed nnd lapia 
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inlercessorihus. vestra sereniias in gloria principeiur. Sfripltim Oxonie I 
in nostre congregacionii damn, quarto decimo die Ffhruarii. Vesire J 
serenilatts liumiUima oratrix Universitas studii Oxoniensis. 



114. 
To the Bishop of Bath and Wells, Lord Chancellor. 

Certain unnatural sons of our mother and yours, to whom we 
trusted our funds, will neither restore the same, nor ritider any account^ 
thereof. We aJways can rely upon your aid in our difficulties, and now - 
beg that you will enforce due satisfaction of our claim. 

Re%-erendissimo in Christo pairi et domino, Domino Johanni ', 
Dei gracia Wellensiet Baihoniensi episcopo, Anglie Can cellario, nostra 
domino special!. 

Reverendissime in Christo pater et doraine, Universilatis nostre 
honor precipue index ibilisque columpna, noBtre neccssiludinis negocia 
pariter et commoda graciosia favoribus amplexari. Cum Univcr- 
sitalem matrem nostram ardua urgeat necessitas, vestram ad domi- 
nacionem eo confidencius recurrit pro succursu et remedio, quo 
nobilius juventulem veslram caris suis laclavit uberibus in virum 
aiium, suum patrem, el tuiissimum protcctorem. Siqiiidem quia 
quidam ingrati sui filii, quibus nuper sua bona servanda comiserat, 
tempore requisito et debito eadem restaurare aut inde compolum 
reddcrc contempnunt, in magnam sibi injuriam, dampnum et grava- 
men ; igitur manibus expansis potentissime vestre supplicat domi- 
nacioni, quatinus per breve regium sub pena tales compellantur sue 
matri Universiiati fidclem reddere compoium, et de' bonis eis inibi 
commissis eidem Universitaii satisfacere cum effectu. Et Deus pater 
tocius consolacionis patemiiatem veslram reverendissimam inter 
sanctos antistiles presidere tribuat in excelsis. Scriptum Oxonie in 
nostre congregacionis domo, juiirlo decimo die Feiruarii. Vesire 
paternitalis humillima oratrix Universitas studii Oxoniensis. 



I 



Fol, 4a b. 
H36. 



Acquittance of Oseney Abbey. 

it, quod septimo die mensis Marcii, an 



Mfhorandi'M, quod septimo die mensis Marcii, anno regni regis 
Henrici sexti quinto decimo, sigillata est acquieiancia Abbaii et con- 
venlui de Oseneya, pro quadam pensione annua, videlicet, viginti sex 
solidis ocio denariis, debitis Universiiati per eundcm Abbatem et 
pro eodem anno. 
Domiiie Jobaniii atiiled over iht line, ' Jc icpcaltd MS. 



EPISTOLAE ACADEMICAE. 



141 



115- 

To the Bishop of Chichester. 

Thanks for favours shown lo MasUr John Kyng, and hopes offurlhtr 
F patronage. 

Reverendo in Christo patri et domino, Domino Simoni, Dei gracia 
} episcopo Cicesirensi, noslro domino speciali. 

Reverende in Chrislo pater el domine, omnlmodas reverencias 

lanto palri debitas cum honore. Quia ex fide digne relacionis fama 

nuper accepimus, ex pane venerabilis confratris nostri, magislri 

Johannis Kyng, in sacra [heologia baccallarii, quanta gratuita. vestrc 

\ dominacionis insignia cidem conmlit vestra paiemitas graciosa, hec 

I vivaci conlemplanles memoria ad reddendas cordiales graciarutn 

' Rcciones meriio exciiamur: dignum namque recensentes, philosophico 

ex diclo, illud locius ad integritatem pcriinere quod uni sue parii 

impendilur ad profeclum. Nee desisiitnus ex fiducia, quam penes 

eandem vestram paternitalem jam habemus, eundcm confratrem 

nostrum, moriiius el scienciis decoratum, eidem dominacioni vestre 

amplius commendare ; ut quod vestre graciose dominacionis bene- 

volencia inceptum eidem recognoscimus, ejusdem carilaiis intuitu et 

nostranim precum intervenlu coniinuare feliciter in poslerum censea- 

I nus '. Vestram reverendam paterniiatem diutine conserve! in pro- 

i benignitas Redemploris. Scrtplum Oxonie in nosire congre- 

gan'onii Jomo, undrvicesfmo die Marcii. Vestre paternitatis reverende 

, oratrix Universitas Oxoniensis, 

116. 

To Thos. Bourchier, Bishop of Worcester. 

We inclose a detaikd truthful slalemmt of Ihr recent dislurhances here, 

I VJhich have been falsely rrpresenteil hy certain ungrateful sons of the 

' University; and in particular respecting Richard Rudal, guHly of 

> harbouring John Raynold, who had hern banished from Oxford by our 

authority. We beg that the said Richard Rudal may be sent back lo 

Oxford lo be duly punished. It is untrue that no Welsh scholar dares 

lo ttay in O.xford, for. in fact, they art at present residing here in 

large numbers. 

Reverekdissiuo in Christo patri et domino, Domino Thome, Dei 
gncia Wigomiensi episcopo, nostro summo' Canccllario el domino 
Bpcciali. 

» UmaUy >fnliai::i,s. ' iNmmo -id.le.! over the line. 
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Reverendis3ime in Christo pater et domine, Universilatis nosire 
honor firmissiinaque columpna, cui, ut nostra precipuo capili et 
lulori, revere nciamm tributa offerrimus debitanim. Quia nuper nobis 
per vesirum venerabikm commissarium intimatum est vestra ex parte 
exemplar cujusdam qucrele, ministraCe illuslrisaimo et metuendissimo 
domino nostro regi. in qua quara plura scimus a veritatis rectitudine 
declioare ; volentes in caritatis visceribus venena falsitatis confundere, 
veritati testimonium perhibendo, seriem grandis disturbti nuper com- 
missi, in scedula infra presentes conclusa, vesire venerande patemitali 
plenarie reseranius ; conquerimurque de singulis ingratis mains nostre 
filiis, quos constat rebcSIione intranea tranquiUitatem nostri studti 
denigrasse, aut externa persequucione gravamina aliler quara acta 
fuerant coram venerabilibus dominis ministrasse ; et specialiter super 
Ricardo Rudale, quem ex infallibiii evidencia lohannera RaynoM, 
bannitum in Julio uUimo transacio, retinuisse et susiinuiase nobis' 
est cerium; in manifeslum conlemptum nostrontm statutorum ef 
privitegiomm, per invictissimum regem nostrum et suos progenilores 
nobiles post eorumdem concessionem confirmacionis robore muni- 
lorum. Super eodem eciam conquerimur, quod cum datus erat 
eidem terminus ad respondendum super recept;ione dicli banniti, 
rccedens contumax prefixo lermino, satisfacere recusavit. In humi- 
liiate igitur spirituum itistamus, vestrani vencrahilem dominacionem 
suppliciter cxoranies, quatenus dictus Ricardus, ut justum recipiat 
punimen, ad sue matris gremium remittatur, ne in futnnim cedat aliis 
esemplum, ab Universitate, ut pallient suos defectus, fugere, forinseca 
remedia exquirendo. A die enim dicti dtsturbii apud nos iranquilliias 
pacifica habundavil, fermr lamen gravicer crudeliias querele, propter 
nimiam declinacionem a semiia veritatis. Nee venim est quod nullus 
scolaris Wallie audet Oxonie expectare, cum cos in magno et com- 
petenli numero, in aulis quibus solicam moram traxerunt, manere 
sciamus; quos tanquam probos studentes, pacificos et quietos, prout 
merid sunt, protegere volumus et cupimus ; supplicando vobis quatinus 
hec cureiis ocuUs pjetatis. Et Rex summe pacificus vestros actus 
prosperei, ad utrumque vobis commiasum regimen, cleri scilicet et 
culminis pasioralis. Scriplum Oxonie in nosire congregacionis domo 
vicesimo secundo die meim's Marcii. Vestre venerande paternitatis 
humillima oratrix Universiias studii Oxonicnsis. 



I 
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Testimonial letters issued for Masters John Moreton, John F0I. 43 a. _ 
Barwyle, Geofirey Herford, and Gilbert Russell. 
LiTTERA testimonialis magistri Johannis Moreton, magislri arciiim, 1437- 
I'Sub andijua forma sigiUata fuerat, cum ista clausula special] ' prcserlim 
super insultu, contra nobilcm virum dominum Willelmum Mountfoon 
miluem, Oxonie nuper facto, quern in ea parle innocentem novimus et 
immunem.' Datum Oxonie in nostre congregadonis domo, undevicitimo 
l< 4it Aprilis, anno Domini milksimo quadringentesimo triccsimo septimo. 

Mexorandum, quod magister Johannes Barwyle, magisler facnltaiia 
\ arcium, babuit litteram tcsiimonialem sub fonna communi, vicesimo 
I Quarto die mensis Aprilis, anno Domini millesimo quadringentesimo 
I tricesirao septimo. 

Memorandvm, quod magister Galfridus Herford, doctor sacre theo- 
I logie, ordinis predicatorum, habuit litleram testimonialem sub fornia 
1 communi, anno Domini supradicto et quintodecimo die mensis Maii. 

MemorakdL'm, quod magister Gilberius Russell, doctor sacre 
I tbeologie, ordinis minorum, habuit litteram testimoniaJcm sub forma 
\ eommunt, anno Domini supradicto et duodecimo die mensis Junii. 



117. 

To the Bishop of Bath and Wells, Lord Chancellor. 

We thank you for granting oiir prayer by remilling to us for due 
\ punishment our debtor Master John Warthyll ; thereby saving us great 
1 txpense, arid preventing the violation of our statutei, which require that 
alt contracts entered into in S. Mary's Church here shall be also termi- 
nated in the same place. We entreat you to lend a favourable ear to our 
i iate proctor Master William Crowton. 

Reverendissimo in Christo patri et domino, Domino Johanni, Dei 
gracia Wellensi et Bathoniensi episcopo, Anglie Cancellario, nostro 
domino specciali. 

Revercndissime in Christo paler et domine, solita nostra recom- 
mendacione premissa, necessitatis nostre negocia piis favoribus ut 
SoUto amplexari. Ad eas quas valemus graciarum acciones, pro 
dominacione vesira graciosa continue nobis impensa, ut nuper pro 
brevibuB domini nosiri regis sub pena, assurgimus uno corde ; suppli- 
cantes humillimc de continuacione ejusdem dominacionis vesirc 
graciose ; et quod dignemini transmiitere debitorem nostrum magis- 
Inim Johannem Warthyll ad nosiram Universitatem, receplurum quod 
justicia dccreverit, propter leviores sumptus Universilatis nostre in 



144 EPISTOLAE ACADEMICAE, 

liac parte fiendas ; el quod, ad hoc faciendum, inveniai coram vobi» I 
siifBcienlem securitatem de ibidem comparendo, in proximo quo fieri J 
poierit, coram Universiiaie nostra in ecclesia Beate ^larie. Nanl 
nostra staCuta sic e^ctgunt, quod res et contractus quicumque ibidein-l 
incepti in eadem debeam terminari : scienies quod hoc faciendo 1 
maximum nobis succursum impendetis, et terrorem aliis contumacibus I 
dictam Universitatem conlemnendi ; que est et erit oratrix vestra I 
perpeiuis lemporibus in fulurum. Et favorabileni audienciam magistro 
WiUelmo Crowton, nuper nosire Universitatis procuralori, in dicendis 
vice nostra, dignelur irapendere patcmitas graciosa, Quam ad fidei, 
regni et cleri honorem, Deus conservet et semper prosperet in agendis. 
Scriptum Oxonit in nosire congrtgacionis domo. sexlo dtcimo die Jun 
Vestre paternitatis oratrix humillima UniversiEas Oxoniensis. 



Testimonial letters to the Lord Cardinal for Masters 
Thomas Brewer and John Wellis. 

Mfmorandim, quod magisier Thomas Brewer, magisier facultati»l 
arcium, habuit unam litleram comraendaioriam domino Cardinal! 1 
sub forma communi, anno Domini supradicto undevicesimo die 1 
mcnsis Junii. 

Memorandum, quod magisier Johannes Wellis, magisier facultatis 1 
arcium, habuit lilleram lestimonialera sub forma communi, anno ] 
Domini supradicto undevicesimo die mensis Junii, 



Ii8. 

1, Probably to the Bishop of Winchester', 

Complaining of malieious miiripresrnlaliom. The Univrrsily t. 
in a perfeclly pfaee/ul slale. Cerlain malevolrnl members thtreo/hawrt'er 
endeavour lo manufacture disorder, and, -which ive now especially lament, 
s poor scholars, as in Ike case of Master Bighury ; whom i 



others (all, wt believe, quirt and studious i 
you of insurrection. 

Seremssime el illustrissime princepa, oi 
vestre reverencie humiliter prelibaiis: s; 
vestram minime latere quanto inclitissimi 
exultabanl, cum de Universitatis pace 



t) they falsely a 



■e before 



ac obsequio 

lis agiiovimus serenitalem 
prouenitores veslri gaudio 
ac scienciarum augmenio 

' The dale ccccxxxvil (the m being omitted) is, in Ihc case of this Iclter, 
prcRied, uid there is no Curlher tide, nddrcsi, supnucriplion, or anlncription. 
The letter is also crosscii om in ihe MS. mid breaks off abruptly. 
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liebant ; qinxldain inde sumentes presagium Toture prosperilatia 
ac glorie regni hujus. Quorum vos preclarissimis virtuiibus non 
imparem, non minori animo ac zelo noatre reipuhlice principem 
amantissimum semper accepimus, cujus magnificencie dona illustris- 
ac cetera vestre ampUiudinis beneGcia satis demonstrant ; unde 
am nobis Tecisse nomen minime dubitamus. Summam ideo 

;em ac serenam nostri siudii t ran quill ilatcm, qua fruimur, vestre 
excellencie magno cum jubilo intimamus; qua prorecto majorem in 
hac republica nee auris nostra audivit, nee in memoria aliquoram 
exisiit. Verum, quod dolenter referimus, quidam pacis ' emuli, ac 
verius noslre Universitaiis filii abortivi, omni sue matris amore post- 
posito, divinoque repulso timore, sui juramenti prestiti jam immemores, 
studii nostri banc serenitatem obfuscare, banc pacis tranquil I itatem 
tempestate suorum malorum agitare univerais fraudibus moliuntur^; 
causas hujus Universitaiis ad extra suas per cautelas trahendo, virosque 
studiosos ejusdem vexando ; propter quorum tuicionem, ne studium 
lurbaretur, vestri nobilissimi progenitores privilegia de non trahendo 
causas ad extra magnis cum amore et providencia concesserunt. 
Inquietant nunc insuper, ut manifeste didicimus °, scolarem quendam 
nomine Bigbury, juris baccalarium, moribus et sciencia ckrum, nobis 
tam suis meritis quam virlutibus carissimum ; quern cum aliis viris 
iVtudiosis, ut accepimus, apud vestram exeellenciam false ficta de 
qnadam insurreccione accusasse minime veriti sunt. O audaces 
homines ! non erubuisse mendacium, et, quod magis est, in proferendo 
ficticia tanti principis presenciam nullatenus formidasse, ad cujus 
-aiires vcritatem tandem venturam bene potcranl arbiirari, quorum 
nequilia * et atiorum ' . . . . 

Acquittance of Eynsham Abbey. 
MuoRANDUM, quod suprascripto anno gracie * duodevicesimo ' i*37> 
■'die Julii sigillata fuerat acquietancia Abbati de Ensham pro pencione 
inua quinquaginta solidorum, et pro pencione pro scolaribus pau- 
P peribus depascendis in die S. Nicholai ultimo preteriio '. 

Teatimonial letters issued for Masters John Barbore and 
John Pape. 

Mehokanduh, quod magister Johannes Barbore, magisier arcium, 1437* 
bacballarius in medicinis habuit litteram teslimonialem sub forma 

' /ifliii tqtcWeil MS. ' mol/iunfur ib, ' didiiiitiut ih. * nequiaih, 

' The remainder is WBnting in the MS. ' sufraiiripte aHMgracii added ovci 

.the line by contemporaiy liuid. ' A corrcctiuii ioi ullime, >1mi in coniempuiary 
bud. * utiimo prtlirila vlded, a£ain, over llie line. 
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communi, anno Domini miUesimo quadringenlesimo tricesimo septimo, 
mensis' Octobris die sexlo decimo. 

Mehorandi'h, quod sexlo decimo die mensis Octobris, anno Domini 
millesimo quadringeniesirao tricesimo septimo sigillata foil litlera tesii- 
monialis secundum communem formam pro magistro Johanne Paptt^^H 

Acquittance of John Eggecombe. ^| 

Mekoranditm, quod anno Domini miilesimo quadringenlesimo In- 
cesimo septimo, vicesimo quinto* die Octobris sigillata est acquietancia 
Johanni Eggecombe bacallario facultatis ..." centum soiidis, receptis * 
a Cauceliario el procuraioribus in parlem solucionis decern libranim 
eidem Universitati debitarum per dictum Joliannem. 

Testimonial letter issued for Master Robert Fitzhtigh. 

Memokandum, quod magister Robertus Gtzbuge, doctor sacre 
theologie, habuit litteram tesiimonialem sub sigillo communi ' decimo 
die Novembris, anno millesimo quadringenlesimo tricesimo septimo. — 

A dispensation granted to Master Wm. Assh. H 

Memorandum, quod anno Domini millesimo quadringenlesimo tri- " 
cesimo septimo, duodecimo die Octobris petita est gracia pro magistro 
WiUelmo Assh, sub bac forma; 'Supplicat venerabilem congrega- 
cionem regencium magister W. Assh, promotus ad curam animaruin, 
quatinus graciose dignelur dispensare cum eo pro uno termino in 
quo, ultra necessariam suam regenciam ex statulis debitam, racione 
cujusdam gracie sibi collate in tempore bacallariatus, regere artabatur.' 
Hec gracia full concessa ct per magistrum J. Kyrkeby seniorem pro- 
n pronunciaia. 

119. J 

|Vtd.44a. From the King. ^ 

By admitting Master Wascogh, our chaplain, to be a memher of your 
University you give a proof of your devotion to us ; wt thank you. anil 
desire ymi to accept, as from ourselves, the communication which lifiisler 
H. Setter will make to you. 

Islii litlera fuil missa a serentssimo ac illustn'ssimo nostra rege 
Henrico sexto, citm isia suprascrificioru, 'In Domino sincere dilectls 

' mcHse MS. ' Added over Ihe line again. ' de dire erased ; perhais 

should be decrelerum, or pcrhspg for dt centHm lolidis, &c. * The letter i- aloae 
occurs ; probably for receptis, ' sub tig. com. added ogaio over the line. 
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Cancellario, seu ejus Com mis sari o, et procuraloribus Universitatia 
nostrc Oxonicnsis ac cetui regencium in eadem.' 

In Domino sincere dilecti, quam pura fide quamque grata devocione 
quod serenitati nostre placitum ' esse queal desideretis perficere, non 
modo conjicimus, verum ipso rei experimento senaibiliier et oculata 
fide videmus ; dum vos ' nuper unanimi communique voto bene- 
dilectum clericum et capelianum nostrum magistrum Wascogh, sacre 
pagine professoreni, non minus amplissimanim sciencie et virtutum 
suarum intuitu quam nostri, uti credimus, contcmplacionis obtenlu, 
in unum ex filiis alme matris vcstrc cciam mero motu intellcsimus 
adopLasae : In quo baud dubium prcclaras erga dos affecciones vestras 
plurimum laudatas habemus, et benemerilum cetum vestrum regie 
majestaiis graciia honoramus; volcnics ut dilecto capellano nostro 
roagistro Henrico Severe, harum bajulo, in iis, que vobis nostri ex 
parte exponet, audienciam cureiis impendere creditivam. Et jugiler 
optamus, fertilis et Tecunda maneat alme Universitatia ooatre vinea 
scienciarum omnium, indesinenter producens germina virtuosa. Dahtm 
in maturio nostro dc Skene mcnsii Novtmbris die Irrcia. 

Acquittance of Eyosham Abbey. 

Item, decimo die Deccmbris, anno Domini millesimo quadringen- 
tcsimo iricesimo aeplimo, sigillata est una acquietancia Abbati el 
conventui de Eynysham, pro quadam pensione annua, debita Univi-r- 
silali ad feslum S, Nicholai ', anno regni regis Henrici sesii sexto- 
decimo, 

Testimonial letter for Master Henry Caldey. 

Mehorakduu, quod anno Domini millesimo quadringentesimo Iri- 
cesimo septimo, mensis Fcbniarii die vicesimo tercio, sigillata [est] * 
una lillera testimonialis magistro Henrico Caldey, sub communi forma. 



120. 

To the Archbishop of Dublin. 

Commendation of Masttr Htnry Caldry. 

Reverindissimo in Chrislo palri et domino, Ricardo, Dei gracia 

Aichiepiscopo Dubliniensi, Universitas Oxoniensis. 

Rcverendissime in Chriato pater et domine, reverencias tanto patri 
debilas cum honore, et ad virtuosos nostre Universitalis palmites 
' ptaiidHin MS. • imi ib. ' adftstum S. NicMai—rtpii »dded o*er the 
line. ' omilled in MS. 
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patema inclinare \iscera cum favore. Quia \irtutum karismaia, qne*" 
va^is in honorem factis Spiritiis infudit Altissimi, nequaquam debeant 
occultari sub modio, sed, ul omni populo luccanl, in publicam venire 
noticiam, ad Dei gloriam et honorem ; eapropler vestre pateraitaii. 
quam sincera reverencia proseqiiimur, dilectum confratrem nosirum 
magistram Henricum Caldey, arcium magistram, vinim utique lauda- 
bilibus vite el scienciarum mentis, conversacionis virtuose fragrancia 
aliisque virtutibus muUipharie insignitum ; cujus periciam ac circum- 
spectam discrecionem indiea inter nos experimur, specialius quo 
valemus commendantes ; vos altente deprecamus qualinus ad eundem 
nostrum' veslra inflammetur affeccio specialis, vestre benevolencie 
radios ad sui slatus coramodum inclinando; ut eo plenius ad gra- 
ciarum leneamur acciones, quo ipsum gracius de vestri pectoris 
armario noverimus exaltatum; ex dicto recensenles philosophic© 
iliud pertinere ad locius inlegritatem, quod uni sue parti impendilur 
ad profectum. Paternitatem vestram inter sanctos collocari antistiies 
infinita felicitate plenus tribuat ipse Deus. Scriptum Oxonie eadtm 
die de qua fit mettsio in ultimo memorando, (I 

A similar letter sent to the Bishop of Ferns. I 

Eciam eodem die missa fuit epistola reverendo in Christo patri ct 
domino, Roberto, Dei gracia epi5Co]X) Femensi, pro eodem magistro 
Henrico Caldey sub forma priori. 



121. ■ 

To the Bishop of Bath and Wells, Lord Chancellor. 1 

We have disguised our troubles as long as we could ; but nmu, in the 
interests of public justice, we appeal lo you, our protector in all dangers and 
particularly where our just rights are imperilled. We entrusted sundry 
moneys, as the indentures in our hands prove, to certain of our body then 
in our eonjidence. But now they will neither restore the same, nor render 
any account ; we beg there/ore that your authority may be employed to 
enforce the futfiltnenl of their duty. 

Reverendissimo in Christo patri et domino, Domino Johanni, Dei 
gracia Bathoniensi et Welle nsi episcopo, Anglie Cancellario et 
nostro domino special issimo, 

Reverendissime in Chrislo' pater et domine, gravissimas nosire 
matris injurias, quod dolenter referimus", hucusque plurimum dissimu- 
latas, Dolentes, immo nee debenles, diucius occultare, aut sub fuco 
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■imulatorie prcterire, sed in lucem deducere divulgandas, ut uiius- 
(juisque fruclus condignos suls circa rempublicam merilis a. demerius 
pcrcipiat manifestos, dotninacioni vestre confugimus, et lillcras 
presentes omni devocionJs spiritu eidem duximus dirigendas. Et 
CO tuciuS; cum necessicas urgeal, vobis recurrimus pro succursu quo 
noscimus, quod maler nostra Univeraitas vesire juventulis tempera 
suis dulcibus lactavit uberibus, in egregium sibi palrem et locius 
justiciae Bummum in republica deFensorem ; et precipue pro hiia in 
quibus justiciam vcrif^imiliter perituram cernimus, nee nostra refor- 
mandam potencia absque special! vestri brachii refugio gracioso. 
Profecto retroactis lemporibus diversisque vicibus, prout nosiris liquet 
evidcntibus indenturis, Universitas mater nostra quibusdam suis 61iis, 
lunc sibi cans, thesauros et bona servanda commisit, que juxta 
ejusdem Universiiaiia jurium exigenciam resiaurare recusant, el inde 
compotum non reddere non verentur; in maximum suis animabus 
p;;riculuni, grave eisdc-m scandalum ' et dicte mairis noslre giavisiii- 
mum decrementum. £a propter, tam precum nostrarum intuitu 
quam puplice utilitatis matris nostre optentu, per brevia regia ' sub 
pena' tales ingrati lilii, immo verius spuria vitulamina', deienlores, 
quinimo et dilapidalores bonorum communium, comparere in vesiram 
prenobilem presenciam compellanlur; et cxinde ad respondendum 
et reddendum compotum super bonis nostris cotnmunibus eisdeni 
commissis, per cos reccptis, ac Universilati matri nostre per cosdcm 
debitis, vestre dominacionis mandato, nobis sub eadem pena indilate 
miltantur ; recepiuri, secundum Universitatis jura, id quod juslieia 
suadebiL Circa que magistro Willelmo Biconnell, confratri nosiro, 
juris civilis doctor!, et in per eum vesire reverendissime patemitati 
nostra minislrandis ex parte *, audienciam tam crediiivam quam gra- 
ciosam impendere dignetur vestra dominacio Celebris et preclara. 
Quam ad hujus regni felix regimen, cleri fuJcimen, Deus prosperei in 
agendis, et ad sancta sanctorum transferat post banc vitam. Scriplum 
in nostre eongrtgacienis domo, mensis Mareii die none. 

Dispensation granted to Master John Gierke. 

Memoranuum *, quod anno Domini millcsimo quadringentesimo 
tricesimo septimo, quiniodecimo die Octobris petita est gracia pro 

' ted ndileil o*cr ihe line before el MS. ' vitulamina (cF. Book of Wisdom, 

cbap. ii. V. 3, Spuria viliilamiiux nan dulianl radices a/Zai) •^ boncn \inlieri of ibe 
nne, which spring ftotn the root of the ITCc ; kc Da Cuige. ' ti parte nosira ? 
' This mtawiaHdum it enteted at Ibe foot of fol. 44 a, and tbns is inicrlcd in the 
middle of ep. liT, whii:h Urgins neatly at the bottom of the same fol. and is 
eonllnued on 44 b. A lale hand writes on margin, i/trle folium abi habclur pari 
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magistroj. Gierke, bacallario aacrelhcologie, sub hac forma; 'Supplicat 
venerabili congregacioni magistcr Joh. Clerk quadaus, si coniingat 
ipsum incipere in sacra theologia, quod non teneatur ad necessariam 
regenciam.' Hec giacia fuil concessa sub condieione quod, anno 
quo inceperit ter ' predicet ' in latinis ' in ecclesia Beate Marie : et sub 
hac condieione per magistrum J. Kyrkeby seniorem procuraiorein 
fuit pronunciata. 



To the Bishop of Winchester. •V 

We rfjokt in your welfare, and Ihank God for your exalkd posilioH, 
in which ym art a tower of strength to the church, and always ready to 
defend the cause of the oppressed. This your character makes us bold to 
entreat you to procure thai the books bequeathed to us, as we are informed, 
hy King Henry V, may be delivered to us. The books, especially those 
on philosop^, will be of Ihe greatest use for the maintenance of the 
lectures lately instituted and since continued here under your patronage. 

17- Reverendissimo in Christo patri el domino, Domino Henrico, Dei 

gracia liluii S. Eusebii Cardinali el episcopo Wintoniensi, nostro ain- 
gularissimo procteclori. 

Reverendissirae in Christo pater et domine, virtutum et scienciarum 
alumpne precipue, ecclesie Crmissima colunipna ; — etsi Domino ' 
Jesu laudum solcnnia nos et singulos per orbcm Chrislicolas iu- 
cessanter offerre recta velit racio, persuadeant sanctorum consiUa et 
doctorum ecclesie dogmata inconcussa ; specialius tamen in laudis 
jubilum votivum maler nostra Universltas tola leta consurgit ad 
Dominum Jesum Christum, plenitudine devocionis et oracionum pro 
vestri status prosperitate, promptitudtne indefessa ; eo quod eidem et 
ecclesie Anglicane immo toti Anglie vos erexit in dominum provi- 
dentissifflum, lutissimum prolectorem justicie, in turrim fortitudinis 
et propugnaculum fidei orihodoxe. Lctamur eciam et merito, quod 
signanter aures pias, benivolas attenciones justis peticionibus meriloric 
incUnatis, et severe justicie et veritatis vobis factis insianciis, easdem 
piissime in6exibiliterque cum omni efficacia, secundum vias justicie 
P Vol. 44 b. accommodas, procuratis, sustinetis et finem perducitis ad feliccm. 
Qua de re plurimum anjmamur ea, que nostro juri ad justiciara 
attinent, coram vestra reverendissima palernilate secure proponere, 
exsequi, ac semper, necessitate superveniente, veslram dominacionem 
precclsam oimii devocionis instancia, et reverencie, in quantum s 
' (( MS, * Domine repeated ib. 
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citnus, circumstancia, humitioribus precibus excitare. Sed pro eo 
specialicer ad vestram circumspectissimam clemeticiam concurrimus 
in present!, quod cum illustrissimus eC Christian issimtis rex I-Ienricus 
quintus, felicis memorie, Universitati sue, matri nostre concesserit et 
legaveril, uli accepimus, libros quamplures, tarn theologie quam philo- 
•ophie, eidem nondum deliberates; — quod forsan accidit quod non 
fuerat hucusque esposiia' dominacioni veatre percelebri instanter 
peticio pro eisdem ; — dignetur vestra patcmitas graciosa taliter or- 
dinare, quod memorati libri, quamprinium fieri poterit, effectualiter 
liberentur. Profecto mullum ad rempublicam prodessent, ut ex eis 
docirina salutifera hauriatur; sed plurimum conferrent libri philo- 
SDphie ad lecturam ordinariam perutilem septem scienciarum et Crium 
philoEophiarum apud nos conatituiam, inchoatam et feliciter sub vestre 
paternitatis refugio in secula duraturam ; quam tamen maxima cum 
diflicultate hucusque perfecimus, cum librorum copia sumus nimium 
deslituti. Imploramus igilur humiliier vesire dominacionis prcceUe 
piissimas aures habere nostris peticioaibus inciinalas'; quarum exe- 
cucionem Cancellario nostro, morum et scienciarum splendore con- 
Bpicuo, adhibere dignelur favorabilem credenciam in dicendis vesire 
dominacionis circiunspeclissima celsiludo. Quam, ad tuicionem ecclesie, 
cleri et milicie, in agendis prosperet Jesus Chrlstus, et post hujus vile 
Dictus, ad Buas epulas transferal elernales, Scnpfum Oxonie in nostre 
songrtgacionis domo secuntio die Aprilit. Vestre reverendissime pater- 
nitatis humillima oratrix Universiias studii Oxoniensis. 



123. 
To the Duke of Gloucester. F 

We know not what to offer you as a worthy tribute to your merits ; 
hut we present ourselves ; and with bended knees and bowed heads ask 
your succour, and implore God to protect you and incline your ears to our 
prayer. We have carried on the lectures in the seven sciences and three 
philosophies, which we know enjoy your favour, but the expense is more 
than we can bear. We med a large supply 0/ books, and money to 
purchase more, and pray you therefore to assist us to procure them, and 
m prirvide a permanent foundation for these lectures. Our Chancellor, the 
hearer hereof, is instructed to give you detailed information and invite 
your help both in procuring promotion of graduates and obtaining for us 
tht books bequeathed by King Henry V. 

' tipoiila added over the line by contemporary hand, ' Here in the MS. 

occur lumc nuirkt, apparently to iiidionte thai the Kotence is incomplete; llie 
omitted uii>rds, if any arc lacliint;, may be wiily supplied Iiom lioiilai 
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Sebenissimo principi, Domino Humfrido, duci Glouccstrie, coraiti 
Pembrochie, magno camerario Acglie, et domino nostra graciosUsimo 
ac singularissimo protectori. 

Serenissime princeps, cleri protector singularissime, tnilicie sidus 
luciferum firmiisimaque eolumna ; cogilantibus nobis quid esset quod 
tanto, tarn sereno, inviclissimoque et principum Christianissitno ad 
complacenciam digne possemus offerre, non immensa opum pondera 
attulimus, immo, licet tnunus minutum sit, dos tolas olTerre decre- 
vimus; el oportet lam illustrisaimum principem humillime revereri^ 
flexis genibus, cervicihus inclinaiis, vesiram serenitaiem pulsantes 
piis precibus, humilius quo valemus, ut nobis subveniat visceribus 
compassivis ; et divinas aures, ut inclinalos vos reddat et sua dextera 
vos protegat in tranquillitale ', nee hits nee ilJis dante Domino inaniter 
perituris. Novinius enim lecturam ordinariam et excrcicium in septera 
scienciis liberalibus et tribus philosophiis fore vestre serenitati placita* 
et votiva. Qua de re eadem, pro nostro posse lenui, continuamus 
Universitatis espensis, licet eidem gravibus in presenri, sub spe veslri 
potentis brachii nobis, uti firaie credimus, ea que sint necessaria ad 
continuandam lecturam hujusmodi, provisuri. Sane non est aljquid 
signum evidencius'pronosticum floriditatis milicie regni cujuBvis quam 
scienciarum renascencia florida, el precipue earum, que in regno illo 
primo exercLlate fuerant et prius temporaliter iniroducte, qualcs nunc 
apud nos vestri desiderii contemplacione precipue renascuntur, in 
mentes redeunt et in nostre Universitatis vinea clarissimc reviviscunl, 
producture supra solitum germina frucluosa. Verum quia ex nostria 
diciam lecturam claris effeciibua continuare non possumus sine com- 
pctenti adjuvamento, proieccionem vestre dextre excelse ' devotissime 
invocamus. Desunt enim nobis et librorum copia et habendi facultas; 
quibus, ut oi)ortet et decct, tam famosum legendi opus potent 
susientari. Pelimua igitur vestre serenilatis aures exoraias haberi, 
et piis oracionibus inclinatas, tam de providendis lanto operi libris, 
quam elemosina quadam perpeiua ad dictam lecturam in perpetuum 
applicanda. In quibus venerando Canceliario nostro, latori presen- 
cium, cui, uti audivimus, vestre dominaclonis benevolenciam dignaii 
fuistis promittere specialem, precamur humillime ut velitis audienciam 
irapendere creditivam; et non solum in iis, verum eciam in aliis 
vestre serenitali per eum nostra ex parte ministrandis ; quorum unum 
conscemit consuetudinem quandam super promocione graduatorum, 
alterum vero acquisicionem librorum, quos invictissimus et illtis- 
tris&imus princeps frater vester Henricus quintus oratrici vestre Univei' 

' The MS. here has an aliortive word reve, followed bj reverenlis. ' in 
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«tati Oxoniensi et nobis legavit. Et miliciam vestram in terris sii 
difigal Princeps summus, ut in celis provcnial post terrena. Scriplun 
^■c. stcundo die Aprilis. Vestre serentLatis humillima oralrix Univer 
Eiias studii Oxoniensis. 



124. 
To the Archbishop of Canterbury. 

7S« Pope, Eugenius, has writitn to us and ordered us 



I 

^^H Cetma'l of BdsU {Iransferrtd to Ferrara) a deputation from this 

^^H University, and uie have anxiously considered how we could obey his 

^^H in/unction. We have greatly at heart the objects of the Council, but 

^^H our poverty forbids our allendanct thereat. Fearing, then, not to obey 

^^V the order of his Holiness we venture to ask you to help us ; and. further. 

^^^k to relieve the fioverly, so fatal to learning, under which so many good and 

^^H learned men are crushed, by a more systematic execution of the provincial 

^^H constitution for the promotion of graduates. 

^^1 Revkkendissiho in Christo patn et domino, Domino Henrico, Dei 
^^H gracia Cantuariensi Archiepiscopo, tocius Anglie primati et apostolice 
^^B sedis legato, domino nostro graciosissimo. 

^^B Htuniliatissimo dcvocionis spiritu tanto tarn precipuo cleri palri 

^^V revercncias humillimas ' non minus devotas et obedienciam filialem. 

Reverendissime in Christo pater et domine, cum nupcr sanciissimus in 

Christo pater et dominus, Dominus Eugenius, sacrosancte Romane ct 

universalis ecclesie summus pontifcx nobis suas sacras direxit titleras, 

I in quibus nobis ' in viriute sancte obediencie mandando injunxit, quod 
cum consilium Basiliense ad civilatem Ferrariensem, pro consilio iiiibi 
celebrando, lam propter occidentalb et orientalis ecclesie unitatcm, 
quam reformacionem ecclesie ac pacem populi Christian!, et alias 
causas racionabiles, auctore Domino, duxerit transferendum, quam 
cicius posBemus aliquos nostre Universitatis doctores, vel magistroa 
insignes, ad ipsum consilium mitterenius ; ad ea traclanda et agenda, 
que cedant in pacem Christicolarum, Dei laudem, et exallacioncm 
ecclesie sue sancte ; hec sacra mandata, sanctas injuncciones mcdi- 
lantes inlernius sepius animo revolvimus, nee a nostre memorie limine 
excidere permiltimus, quomodo ea, Allissimi cooperanie gracia, cfli- 
caciter compleamus. Uiinam possemus ad illam deside rat iss imam 
occidentalis et orientalis ecclesie unitatem missione aliquorum dc 
noBtris doctoribus vel magislris quovismodo promovere. Ad hoc 
nostra racio dictal, voluntas nostra non resilit, sed in assensu firmatur. 
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Revera tamen ad tanium et tam arduutn opus ex nostre Univereitatia 
non sufficimus tenui facultate, nisi aiiorsum nobis provisum fuerit de 
FoL 45 b. succursu. Timenies igitur hec mandata pretcrmittere sacrosancta, vestre 
reverendissime paterniLati consurgimus, tiumillius exorantes quatinus 
graciosas vestre munificencie manus, vestre paternalis consiiii matura 
moniia, quid nobis faciendum sit in diclo negocio, ostendatis, Quare 
quam humiliate spiritu vestre reverendissime palernilati instanclus sup- 
plicamus, quatinus oculis vestre pietatis solite velitis specialiter respicere 
graduates : quod eorum plerique, etsi litteratissimi sint atque amplissi- 
marum viriutum eminencia insigniti, suScientes ad annunciandum 
Christicolis verbum Dei, sine promocione ad beneficia ecclesiastics 
usque etatem decrepitani differunlur. Alii, cogente ea discipline 
novercha paupertale, relinquere sludia cohercentur. Sane celica fuit 
inspiracio, qua nuper super promocione graduatorum erecta fuerat 
provincialis constitucio, per' vestramque palemitatem precipue exe- 
cuta: sedetmeritoria, immomeriio ampk'clendaforelejusdemexecucio, 
si indiffetenter procederet apudomnes. Harum noslrarum peticionum 
executori, venerando Cancellario noslro, viro per omnia circumspecto, 
dignetur vestra patcrnalis benigniias aures piissimas inclinare, cum 
reverencia' et favore, Et vestram in terris ad suam complacenciam 
longevec Dominus primaciam, vobis in meritum sempiternum. Scrip- 
turn OxBiu'e 6^c, secundo dit Aprilis. Reverendissime patemitaiis vesire 
humillima orairix Universitas studii Oxoniensis. 



I 
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Acquittance of Oseney Abbey. 
Iteu, eodem die sigillala est acquictancia Abbati et convetilui de 
Oseney pro viginti sex solidis octo denariis, debilis Univcrsiiaii anno 
regni regis Henrici sexti sexto decimo. 



125- 

Fol. 4611. To the Archbishop of Canterbury and other members of 
the Council now sitting at London. 

The University ii like Rachael mourning her lost children. Her 
beauty is gone /or very trouble. Once she was famous in the world; 
students flocked to her /ram almost every nation ; then she abounded with 
men learned in every art and science, her schools were not dilapidated nor 
the halls and inns empty. Now alas ! the nation is so impoverished by 
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war and scarcity both of food and money, and so sUtider is the rnvard of 
merit, thai hardly do any now care to resort hither : scarce one thousand 
rimain. Our doors are loclled, our buildings in ruins. Those who still 
lahour here until old age find no reward, for they see that ignorant and 
unlettered mm are promoted while they are turned out of doors. But how 
ihall they teach who have no knowledge ^ We beseech you, therefore, to 
consider what sort of labourers you send into the vineyard, and to 
encourage education ^ promoting deserving graduates to benefices. The 
example of ancient days, the warnings of scripture, the dangers of tlie 
faith, the interest of souls, alike call aloud/or redress of our grievance. 

Rkverekdissimo in Christo patri et domino, Domino Henrico, Dei 
gracia Canluariensi Archie pise opo, ceterisque reverendis pairibus in 
Convocacione cleri Londoniis existentibus, nostris dominis graciosis. 

Reverendissimo in Christo patri et domino, Domino Henrico, Dei 
gracia Canluariensi Archiepiscopo, locius Anglie primali, ac apostolice 
scdis legato obediendam filialem, aliisque reverendis patribus, in con- 
vocacione cleri Londoniis congregalis, oranimodam reverenciam et 
honorem. Apud aures pietatis et misericordie vestre, clemeniissimi 
patres, UnJvcrsitas mater nostra clamat cum Rachael, plorans fitios 
SU03 et ooluic consolari, quia non sunt. Olim siquidem alma ista 
Universitas pulcra nimis et decora aspeclu fuit, quasi vilis fnictificans, 
et flores ejus Sores honoris et honestatis. Sed heu I nosiris jam 
di<;bus, quod quacn maxime dolendo referimus, pulcriludo et decor 
ejus emarcuit, mercns et squalidus raclus est vultus ejus ; et que flore 
ac fructu aclinus fecunda fuit, lilios jam, cum iis quos priori tempore 
genuit pre paucitate minime numerabiles, non honoris vel honestatis 
sed pudoris et irreverencie pocius, in dolore et anxieiate pariL Ali- 
quando Tama et gloria ejus iia percelebris apud omnes nacioncs et 
genles Christianas ' Tuit, quod non modo hujus tam incliti regni nostri 
sed ' tocius pene orbis homines studcndi atque discendi gracia ad earn 
conduxctuni. Tunc siquidem prosperaia est in viis suis, et singular! 
laudis titulo ab omnibus honorala. Tunc revera omnium arcium et 
sciencianim viris litteraiissimis atque eniditissimis plena; non scole 
laccre, non siudia desena', aule vel hospicia nunquam sane vacua 
videbantur. Sed, quod sine lamentacione et planclu dicere non pos- 
sumus, nunc longe secus est. Jam siquidem gloriosa mater, olim tarn 
beata prole fecunda, pene in exterminium ac desolacionem versa est. 
Sola sedet plangens ac dolens, quod non modo extrane! sed nee sui 
venirb filii cognoverunt earn. Sic, sic revera, patres, fremilu bellorum, 
annone pecuniarumque carisiia depauperatum est regnum nosinuo ; 



156 



EPISTOLAE ACADEMICAE. 



lam sera insuper ac modica virtutis el siudii mentis', quod paud ant 
nulli ad Universitatem accedendi habent voluntatem. Unde dl quod 
aule atque hospicia obseraia. vel verius diniia sint ; janue atque hostia 
scolarum et studiorum clausa ; et de tot millibus sludenciimi, que 
fama est istuc in priori etaie fuisse, non jam unum supersit. At illi, 
qui sane supersunt, tedium qoam maximum vite habent, quod nullum 
fruclum, nullum denique honorem post lantum studii sudorem cnn- 
secuii fuerim, Laborani autem nonnuUi usque in senectam et senium, 
viri jier omnia doctissimi atque saplentissimi, premium el mercedem 
boni opens expectantes. Sed quam mercedem, quemque honorem, — 
qui, ut philosophi aiunl, premium viiiuds dicitur — virtus ac labor eorum 
consequaiur, aiiendiie quesumus. Sane 61ii locis', (famost, supple,) et 
instructi viri, qui juste et ex merito promovendi amplioribusque honori- 
bus et dignitatibus ecdesie sublimandi essent, ejiciuntur foras, atque 
in<locti et simpUces, qui non liticraturam cognoverunt, intrant in labores 
eorum. O quam dglendum est, piissimi patres, vineam Domini Sabaoth, 
ecclesiam, scilicet, unicara Dei sponsam, tam imprudentibus atque 
indocds cultoribus ad escolendum esse traditam I Quoraodo lucerne 
ardentes in sacrosancta Dei ecclesia erunt, si nee oleum nee lumen in 
lampade fuerit f Quid dicemus de hiis ? nunquid purum oleum sancte 
coQversacionis.ac viteintegriialem,numquid et lumen doctrine, sciencie, 
et veritatis, quo officium sancie predicacionis ac adminisiracionis verb! 
Dei excerceant, intus in animo foveant? et quomodo revera sbienC, 
cum liiteras non didicerint? Attendite igilur, obsecramus, patres, 
altendite, columpne et precipua luminaria ecclesie, quos operarios in 
mcssem Domini miilatis. Respiciie, quesumus humiliter, primum ad 
domesticos fidei, (eos, supple, qui lucemas ardentes habent in mani- 
bus suis,) moribus et sciencia probalos. Licet enim Universiias mater 
nostra, labente jam tempore, plurimum dcpauperata atque bumiliata 
Fol. 46 b. sit, in singulis tamen faculiaiibus et scienciis quidam eleeti ex millibus 
manenl, adeo sane docti atque litierali sicut et superiori etaie fuerunL 
O ideo desides secoidesque circa siudium magis factos esse, quod 
nullum virtutis, nullum studii sui premium, nullam uiique promocionem 
sese coDsccuturos autumantl £0 magis in desperacione positi, cum 
tot ex predecessoribus suis sine promocione, sine aliquo pcniius studii 
premio dies ctausisse extremos cognoverint. FIcxis igitur genibus, 
obnixius quo valemus exoramus ac petimus, quatcnus ad effectualem 
graduatorum promocionem oculos misericordie vesire convertere digne- 
mini : considerantes qualem quantamque nobis occasioncm adeo dili- 
gcncius siudendi et proAciendi prestabilis, si vota nostra audieritis 
graciose. Moveat vos, patres, ad tam pium ac sanctum opUB, primum 
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I Oniversitatis nostre el cleri desolacio. Et sicul, bello inter Lacede- 
monios ac Alhcnienses exorlo. Lacedemoniis victoribus existentibus, 
dum in Grecorum consiiio questio vcrsaretur, si Alhenas delerc fas 
esse!; cum in regno Grecorum oculi lantum duo essent, allerum 
dicere* nefas esse responsum fuit. Ita et, dum in hoc florentissimo 
regno duo duniaxat oculi, due lucerne ardentcs fuerint, Oxonia cC 
Cantibrigia, alteram vel uiramque deleri vel extingui, seu desolacionem 
paii nepharium esse judicetis. Moveat et vos communis tocius ecclesie 
et populi Anglicani utilitas. Moveat tot pereuncium animartim jactura, 
quas in sacriBcium laudis non lucraturi estis. Moveat amor lidei peri- 
clitantts, malaque nepharia, quibus indies Gdcles ab bereticis vexantur ; 
de quibus sic Apostolus scribit ; ' Inttabunt, inqtiil, in novissimis diekts 
lanpora periculosa, homines sfse amanies, cupidi, clali, iint pace, crimitui- 
lores, habenUs quidem tpeciem pielaiis virlultm aulem ejus abaeganles, 
emlra fidem reprobi^-. et sicut Jannes el Jambres* MiyH restilerunl, 
ila el hi verttati resistent' Que omnia si solita vestra prudencia con- 
siderave litis, certi reddimur quod vos gntciosissimos ac voto nostro 
paratissimos dominos senciemus, ad nostre oracionis saluberrimam 
expedicioncm ; in qua laudem vobis in hoc seculo et eterna apud 
I>eum premia comparabitia. Et, ut singula pro parte nostra eo 
felicem magis eifectum eonsequantur, fidem rogamus indubiam pre- 
stare dignemini venerabili Cancellario aliisque nunciis nostris, hujus 
nostre supplicacionis expediende gracia ad vos destinatis. Et reveren- 
dissimum cetum vestram, ad laudem et gloriam ecclesie sue sancte, 
conservet in proaperis Sponsus ejus Jesus Chrisius, qui est benedictus 
in secula. Humillima vestrarum patemitatum oratrix Univer^iitas 
Oxoniensis. 

Item, eodem die sigillata est procuratio ' directa domino Cancellario 
et aliis magislris existentibus Londoniis pro negocio superius memoralo 



^_ expediendo. 

^H Hec est coi 
■ s.cre th 



126. 

Hec est copia littere commendaticie magistri Philippi Norys, Fol. 47 a 
theologie professoris, sigillata undetricesimo die 
Mali, anno Domini millesimo quadringentesimo tricesimo 
octavo. 

Whereas Master Philipp Norys isfalsdy accused 0/ htrtlical teachings 
's asserted thai ke has been banished /rom Oxford and excom- 
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nunkakd, and would have been burnt at the stake had he remained hrr 
we hereby declare the said statements to be entirely unfounded, and that . 
is, on the contrary, above all suspicion in regard of such matters. 

Universis sancte matris ecclesie filiis, ad quos presentes littere | 
pervenerint, Canctllarius Uciversilatis Osoniensis cetusque unaniitiis 
magistrooiin regencium in eadera, salulem in omnium Salvaiore. 
Quia sanctum et juslum est perhibere testimonium verilati, sicut Dei 
Filius, a sinu Patris in celis ad infima mundi descendens in terns, ut 
testis vie et veritaiis fieret fideiis, evangelic proclamante Ego sum via 
et Veritas; nobis relinquens exemplum ut Ejus sequamur vestigia, 
veritalem quam noviinus contestando; Hinc est, prout tarde audivimus, 
et nimis cilo, quod nosier confrater, magister Philippus Norys, pro- 
fessor sacre theologie et veritatis, fuit et est injusle, nequiter atque 
sinistre difTamatus ; qualiter certas hereses et falsa dogmata inter noa 
seminasset, propter que bannitus ac edam excommunicatus fuisset; 
et, si moram nobiscum traxisaet, combustionem ignis passus fuisset; 
que omnia et singula fore falsa et maliciose concepta testamur unani- 
miter; proclamanles ejus innocenciam, nobiscum illesam famam, 
sanam doclrinam ; in moribus et sciencia vinmi providum et probum. 
Quibus attentis rogamus, obsecramus ct deprecaraur has litteras in- 
spicientes con simile perhibere testimonium veritati. In quorum 
omnium Mem et [estimonium sigillum tiostre Universitads fecimus 
his apponi. Datum ut supra '. 



127. 

To the Bishop of Bath and Wells, Lord Chancellor. 

We hear that Master Morris is to answer before you for certain par 
of his lectures delivered here. We need not remind you, who we 
suckled by our common mother, and have grown up to be her father and 
defender, that this is a cause which by our privileges ought to be tried 
by us ; we big therefore that you will remit the same and the person i 
question to us, and we will Judge without partitilify, 

Revekeni>o in Christo patri et domino, Domino Johanni, Dei gracia 
Bathoniensi et Wellensi episcopo ac Anglie Canceilario, nostro domino 
gracioso. 

Humillime devocionis spiritu reverencias debilas tanto palri et 
domino merito tribuendas nunc et semper cum honore. Alme Uni- 

' Tbii epistle, containing sllasion to a possible aula da/i, n, in common nilh 
several to the Pope, crossed out in the MS. 
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versilatis matris nosire olim alumpnc prenobilis, scd nunc pater et 
defensor graciose, nostri concursus tutamen et refugium singulare ; ex 
relacionc veridica concepimus venerabilem sacre theologie professorem 
et nostre congregacionis confratrem, magistrum Philippum Norris 
dominacioni vestre pro certis criminibus, {prout vestra dominacio 
inrormalur.) in sua lectura ordinaria nobiscum recitata, ordine privi- 
legionim nostrorum pretermisso, accusatum et super eisdem coram 
veslra dominacione in craslino Johannis Baptiste virlute cujusdam 
citacionis responsumm. Que materia responBionis, ex quo nobiscum 
est incepta, juxta privilegia matris nostre, sicut constat lucide vesire 
dominacioni, nobiscum debeat lerminari ; ad que privilegia inviola- 
biliter observanda vinculo juramenti astringuniur singuli matris ubera 
suorum graduum assumpcione sugentes ; et specialiler qui pro tempore 
fuerint circa matris obsequia ad tempus ministerialiter excubantes. 
Hinc obntxiua vestram dominacioncn], in qua summe confidimus, cum 
omni instancia humilitalis deprecamur attente, quatinus dignetur vestre 
dominacionis sincera consciencia remittere causam cum persona ante 
Taciem matris examinandam ; et, si reus inveniatur, juxta sui delicti 
qualitalem, sine accepcione persone, erit plagarum modus propor- 
cionatuB. Sin autem ipsum libere evolare discemamus ', et ab ulteriori 
injuste vcxacionis', quantum in nobis est, absolvemus. £t vestram 
dominacionem, ad ecciesie et regni regimen et nostre Universitatis 
munimen, diutine conservet in prosperis sapiencia Dei Patns. Scripium 
Oxonie mmsis Junii die vkciimo secundo. 



!■ To Master Fhilipp Norys. Fol. 47 b. 

We hme heard thai you are summoned to answer be/ore the Lord 
Chancellor certain charges, arising from lectures delivered here hy you; 
and we warn you that so to do would be a violatiort of our privileges and 
of the oath by whichyou are bound. 

Venerabili confralri nosiro, magistro Philippe Norys, sacre iheo- 1438. 
logie professori. 

Honorande confratcr, salutem intemam, et vestre matris privilegia 
revereri. Quia nuper audivimus quod citati fuistis examinandus et 
responsurus, coram reverendo paire et domino nostro Cancellario 
Anglie, de et super certis anJculis tangentibus lectnram vestram 
ordinariam nobiscum; que materia, ut satis nobis constat, juxta 



* VOKlatmamui ; a frequent coufutioi 
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privilegia matris noslre, ad que inviolabiliter observanda astringimin 
vesCri vinculo juramenli, nobiscum inchoata debcat terminari; Hinc 
vobis, viriute dicU vesiri juratnenli presliti ad dicta privilegia itlese 
observanda, tenore presencium inhibemus, ne in dicta materia, nobis- 
cum ut prefertur inchoala, coram aliquibus nee alibi respondeatis, nisi 
solum coram facie vestre matris, ibique responsurus et quod justum 
fiierit in eadem materia recepturus. Et reverenciam vestram conserve! 
in bono Filius Virginia el Redemptor. Scriplum Oxonie in noslre 
'0, nxtnsU Jumi die vicesime Urcio. 



129. 

Rkligiosis viris fratribus* . . . 

Honorandis viris et religiosis salutem, et sue matris Universilatta 
nostre jura et privilegia revereri. Quia nuper ex relacione veridica 
audivimus quod vos citari procurastis confratrem nostrum, magistnim 
Pliiiippum Norrys, sacre theologie professorem ad comparendum coram 
conservatoribus vesirorum ordinum, responsurum de et super ariiculis 
Iccturam nuper suam ordinariam nobiscum tangentibus, que materia 
ui saiis nobis constat ' . . . 



Pateat universis per presences nos, mag^stros J. Carpenter' 



Acquittance of Eynsham Abbey. 

' 1438. MEMORANnuM, quod undetricesimo die Junii sigillata fuit acquie- 
Uncia Abbati et conventui dc E}nsham, de quinquaginta duobus 
solidis debilis Univeraitati in capite jejunii, anno regni regis Hen rici 
sexti sexto decimo. 



I 



Testimonial letter for Master Nicholas Sutton. 

1438. Memorandum, quod sccundo die Julii sigillala fuit littera lestinio- 

nialis pro magistro Nicbolao Sutton, sub forma communi, anno 
Domini millesimo quadringentesimo tricesimo octavo. 



No title, address, or snbtciiptton in MS., bnt no doubt the fragment 11 part of 
tier addressed to the Auguitioe fiius; ice lelter 131 infra. ' Here thii 

meot breaks off, and the portion given is crossed ont in the MS. ' The 

minder is waoting \ probably a palent lelter about P. Norryi. 
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130. 

To the King. F 

Having hem informed Ihal Master Norrfys is summoned before the 
Lord Chancellor, to answer certain articles of accusation arising from 
his ordinary lectures, toe beg leave, with the deepest humility 4' grief to 
represent that to plead to this charge would be a violation of those 
privileges with which your royal progenitors have endowed us ; and to 
ask that the case may be sent back again to us ; and justice shall 
he done. 

Serenissimo et metuendissimo principi, domino noslro regi, regi 
Anglie et Francie illuslrissimo. 

Clemen lissime rex ac princeps, meluende ecclesie vigor, verilalis 
defensor, ac legum el privilegiorum tutissime conservator cum favore. 
Vestre celsitudinis proge nit ores, in quietem siudencium augmentumque 
scienciarum et virtutum, vesLram Universitatem Oxoniensem diversis 
priviJegiis sanis el congruis stabilire et confirmare in perpemum 
decreverunt. Tardc. el minus cilo, verbaJis orta fuit comencio in 
vestra Universitate Oxoniensi, inter honorabilem virum magistrum 
Philippum Norreys, sacre iheologie doctorem, et fralrem W. Musilwik 
ordinis Augustincnsium ; cujus conlencionis materia jusia vestre 
Universiiatis privilegia, ad intra sic incepta, nullo mode traheretur in ' 
alio foro ad extra; ad que privilegia virtute juramenii asiringuntur 
omnes inibi scholasticum gradum adepti. Modo predicta materia 
coram vestro premaiuro dominorum consilio tractaiur et examinaiur 
in lundo. Unde limemus, si silcamus, olTensam consciencie, privile- 
giorum lesionem et in futuro dispendium intollerabile, Hinc igiiur 
inclinati ad terram, cordis cum singuitu, devotissimas fundimus preces 
vestre celsitudinis regie majcstaii, ad effeclum m persone ' predicte ad 
Universitatem vestram poterunt remitti ; ut ubi lis oriebatur ibi pax 
reformeHir; et juxia qualitatem delicti erit plagarum modus, sine 
aceepcione persone. El veslre regalie monarchiam regat, protegat et 
rlcfcndat Sancta Trinilas. Scriptum Oxonie in nosire Congregacionii 
domo, mentis Julii die quarto. Humillima vestre regie majestaiis 
oratrix pcrpelua Universiias studij Oxoniensis. 



' ad in MS. 



tl ptnc wilhout mark of :UibreniIion ib., cf. Epiit. 131 ad fin. 
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131- 
To the Duke of Gloucester. 

To "tir grief we are informed thai certain persons, jealous of us beeause 
of Ihe magnificent favours you have bestowed upon us, have falsely stated 
that we have banished friar Mussihvyk unjustly^ The Irulh is thai the 
said friar has grossly violated our privileges ; for he exeommunicaled 
Master P. Norreys in Ihe schools without leave from the Chancellor, and, 
being summoned to answer for so doiitg, has hitherto refused to appear, 
though bound by his oath to reside in Oxford. Under these circumstances, 
after mature deliberation we have deprived him temporarily of his doctor's 
robes until he shall have made submission. .But when it became evident 
in Ihe sequel that he was supported in his resistance by his monastery, we 
suspended the said monastery ; and farther we have not proceeded. We' 
pray that he and his abettors may be obliged to appear before us, and it 
examined and so dealt with as justice shall require. 

Seremssiho principi domino nostro, Domiao Humfrido, dixa 
Gloucesirie, comiii Pembrochie, magno camerario Anglie. 

Serenissime princeps almeque nosire Universitatis protector gra- 
ciosissime, magnifice dominacionis vesire immensa beneficia circa 
diciam malrem nostram futuris temporibus continuare. Non sine 
muita cordis amaritudine animique perturbacione audivimus, quod 
nonnulli, a via veritaiis cxorbitantes de magniiicis subvcncionibua 
vesiris nostre Universitali Oxoniensi, vesire dominacionis munifi- 
cenciam subtrahere nitentes, aures piissimas tante dominacionis in- 
formare minus recte non formidanint ; sic, quod nos, ordine jusiicie 
prelermisso, fratrem VViJlelmum Musilwyk, ordinis Augustinensium, 
contra privilegia el statuta nostra laborantem, bannicionis penam in 
ipsum rulminavimus, multaquc alia; interque alia contra justicie 
cquitatem nos asserunt senEcnsiasse. £t, ut rei Veritas scTi(;sque rei 
geste tanti principis majeslatj innotescat, scire dignetur vestra domi- 
nacio circumspecta, quod quidam venerabilis vir, magister Philippus 
Noreys, sacre thcologie professor, leccionem suam ordinariam nobis- 
cum resumpsit ; occasiune cujus lecture dictus fraler Willelmus cum 
ceteris pregravatus, ex post contra dictum doctorem quandam in 
scolis legit leccionem ; in qua prefatum doctorem, Cancellario incon- 
sulto, publice exconimunicavit ; directe contra privilegia nostre Uni- 
versitatts; imnio persona, juxta juris exigenciam,nullatcnuspreconi)!ata. 
Nos igitur, banc privilegiorum nosirorum manifestam violacionem 
corde tenus, ut decet, ponderanles, dictum fratrera Willclmum fecimus 
legitime citari, ad respondendum de hiis, et super hiis que sibi ex parte 
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dicte Universiiatis essent objicienda. Sed comparere distulit, et adhuc 
difTert in present! ; in contemptum, ut videlur, tocius Universitaiis ; 
cum tamen virlule sue regencie, taclis sacrosanciis, nobiscum residere 
sit artatus. Tandem posthac visum est omnibus magistris regentibus 
et non-regentibus Universitatis supradicte, previa lamen matura 
deliberacione, propter notoriam suam contumaciam et privilegionim 
nostrorum pregrandem lesionem, dictum fratrem Willelmum insigniis 
docioralus ad tempus privari; quousque propter sua precedencla 
demerits ad ovilis unitalem reducitur. Debinc transacta solemnilate 
fesii Pentecosies, resumpcione magistrorum interim inchoante, juxta 
statu ta nostra fecimus dictum fratrem per scolas publice citari; el quia 
cerds evidenciis nobis innotuit quod non solum ipse, sed et ckustrum 
Buum, Universitatem illusit, unde dicta Univer^iias dictum claustrum Fol. 48 b. 
suspend!!. £t in isio negocio ulterius non proccssimus ; nee aliquid 
aliud fecimus, expectantes de die in diem adventum diet! fratris. 
Acta autem prefaii doctoris, confrairis nostri magistri Philippi, habet 
Cauceltarius noster ad manus examinanda. Qui quidem doctor 
publice protestaius est, in plena convocacione regcncium el non- 
regencium, parcre in singulis, dictis suis scilicet et dicendis, judicio et 
correccioni Cancellarii, doctorum et magistrorum dicte Universitaiis, 
ac quorum interest in hac parte. Quare precelsam dominacionem, in 
qua singularius conlidimus, devotis precibus humillirae deprei^amur, 
quaiinus, intuitu caritatis et optentu inclitissime dominacionts vestrc, 
privilegia nostra conserventur illeaa; ul persone predicle remittanttu' 
coram oratoribus vestris, juxta privilegia nostra examinande, secundum 
merita demeritave congruojusticie moderamine in hac parte recepture. 
Et serenitaiem vesiram inclitissimam semper preservet in prosperis, ad 
regui, cleri et orairicls vesire specialissime munimen et solamina, 
Princeps pacis. Scriptum Oxonie in nostre congregacionis domo, die 
quarto^. Humillima vestre serenitatis oratrix perpetua Universitaa 
siudii Oxoniensis. 

132. 

To the Cardinal Bishop of Winchester. 

Briefly stales the offmct of friar Mus^iiwyk, and btgs that the Bishop 

I will use hit infiuence lo compel the said Mussilwyk and his adherents to 

tubntil themselves to the Vniversily, there being danger of a lawsuil being 

tommenced in another court, which would be a violation of the privilege. 

Reveksndissimo in Christo patri et domino, Domino Henrico, Dei 

^cia tituli S. Eusebii Cardinal! ac episcopo Wj'ntoniensi, nostro 

' ,\u fanliet ilate givtu. 
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singularissimo proleciori. Rcverendissime in Chrisio pater el domine, 
omnimodas reverencias Canto patri debitas p^riter cum honore. Cum 
nuper venerabilis vir, confrater noster, magisier Philippus Norres, sacre 
theologie professor, paratus ad semper, ut publice coram nobis pro- 
icstatus eat, in singulis per eum dictis et dicendis stare judicio et 
correccioni Cancetlarii, doclorum et magistronim no=tre Universitaiia 
Oxoniensis, ac quorum interest in hac parte, lecciones suas ordin- 
ariaa nobiscum resumpserit; cujus occasione lecture quidam frater 
W. Musulwyk, ordinis Auguslinensium, cum ceteris sibi coherentibua 
pregravatus, in quadam leccione sua ordinaria, proprio juramento 
contraveniens, statula nostra et privilegia ausu temerario violare non 
limuit, et alia enormia in nominis sui diffamacioncm et contra con- 
sciencie reclitudinem operatus est ; cum vinculo juramcnti ad actus 
regencie nobiscum residere fueral astrictus : nempe post tan!as 
injurias pie mairi illatas, congregacione inconsulla 11 1 contumax 
recessil, et adhuc recusat ad gremium matfis redire veniam petiturua 
pro delictia ; et, quod dolenter referimua, iabore aliquorum nostre 
Universilaiis emulonim, materia litis, sic ad intra inchoata et nobis- 
cum juxta privilegia nostra delertninanda. ad extra trahitur deter- 
minanda,^ — Quare piissimam vestram dominacionem devoiis precibus 
humitlime ex Oram us, qua tin us suspiriis fecunde matris compati 
dignemini lacrimosis, ad effeclum ui privilegia nostra serventur illeaa, 
et dicte peraone mediacione vestra benigtiissima remiltantur coram 
nobis exam i nan de, secundum merita demeritave congnio justicie 
moderaminc in hac parte recepture. Et de statu crediti ministerii, 
ad promissionem benediccionia, post hujus vite transitum feliciter 
pervenire concedal magnus Pastor omnium Jesus Christus, Datum 
ill ttosln congrfgacionis domo lera'o Jdus Julii. 



133- 

I. To the Archbishop of Canterbury '. 

The cast of friar W. Mussikvyk again. 

Rf.vrrrndissimo in Chrtsto patri el domino, Domino Henrico, Dei 
gracia Cantuariensi Archiepiscopo, tocius Anglie primati et apostolice 
scdis legato, domino nostro graciosissimo. 

Reverendissime in ChHsio pater et domine, omnimodas reverencias 
cum obediencia pariter et honore. Cum nuper venerabilis vir, con- 

' ThU epi&Ile comnieliCM a fficoiu] folio nambcrcd 48. Tbui Ibere are four ao 
aumbcred : 4S a, 48 b, aad b. 4S a, b. 4S b. in tbc MS. 
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liratcr nosier, magisier Philippua Norres, sacre iheologie professor, 
fparatus ad semjier, ul publice coram nobis proteslalus esi, in singulis 
I per eum dittis et diccndis. stare judicio et correccioni Cancellarii, 
[ doctorum et magisirorum noslre Universilalis Oxoniensis ac quorum 
[ interest in hac parte, kcciones suas ordinarias nobiscum resumpaerit ; 
\ eiijus occasione lecture quidam fraler VV. Musilwyk, ordinis Augusti- 
nensium, cum ceteris sibi colierentibus pregravaius, in quadam leccione 
sua ordinaria, proprio juramenlo contraveniens, statuta nostra et privi* 
legia ausu temerario violare non timuit, et alia enormia in nominis sui 
ditfamacionem ' . . . 
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134- 

To the Duke of Gloucester. 

Wf have read, wifh due respect. your Itller lately received ; and, with 
more lorrow than we e-an exprrss, we perceive that you have been mis- 
informed by our enemies rrspecting the case of friar W. Mussibvik. We 
hope thai you have now had our letter containing details of the case, and 
will see thereby that we have not acted with precipitation or undue 
severity., but rather with tlie ttndcmess of a mother for her erring child. 

Serenissiho principi domino nosiro, duci Gloucestrie, comili Pem- 
brochie, magno camerario Anglie, nostra protector! firaciosissimo. 

JUustrissime princeps, alme Universitatis Oxoniensis protector 
graciosissiroe, vesire serenitatis honorandos apices nonas Julii reve- 
reniissime Buscepit unanimts cetus magistrorum regencium el non- 
rcgencium in eadem ; quibus cum omni honore, quo decuil, perleclis, 
quod sine animi merore el luciu cordis referre nequimus, domina- 
cionem vestram, magnificis ostensis beneliciis nobis gratissimam, 
conceptmuK fuisse sinisiro modo per Universicatis emulos infarmatam 
de legitimo processu, per nos habito juxla juris esigenciam, contra 
fratrem W. Musilwik, ordinis Augusiinensium ; qui nimis enormiter 
contra proprium juramenlum privilegia nostra et Ubcrtaies ausu 
lemerario minime violare pertimuit. Sed nunc siquidem speramus 
peritissimam circumspeccionem vestram. per devotorum oratorum 
lilteras humillimas, veritatem materie inchoate et seriem rei geste jam 
plenarie accepiase; et cum rei verilas in luccm prodeat, tunc mani- 
fcEtum eril quomodo insurrexerunt in ... ' vestram testes iniqui, et 
nentila est iniquitas sibi ; et quod non minus consulle, precipitacione 
ve aliqua justicie nos quovismodo contra dictum fratrem, privilegionim 

' The remainder is wanting, MS. ' A word |inrtiaUy ub1itet;itcd and illegible 
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noslrorum publicum vjolatorcm, preter juris ordinem in aliquo pro- 
cessisse. Quinymo tiotum satis eri£ quod, habiia malura delilsera- 
cione, pene demeritis condigne nulla ten us correspondere. Porro 
adhuc, velut pia mater mortem merens degeneris filti, ut redeat 
petiturus veniam delicti prestolatur de die in diem; ut juxta artem 
celcstis medici plagis, propria malicia impositis, oleum infundat 
tempore congruo magne misericordie, simul et vinum debite correc- 
cionis. Constat enim nobis de benignissimo affectu quam erga 



135- 

b. To the Duke of Gloucester. 

We will remit the penally infiickd on friar W. Musselwyke as a personal 
favour lo you, nol because it was utijusl or precipilale. Bui God does 
not pardon the impenitent, neither can we. The offender therefore mutt 
e to us anT ask pardon for his perjury and manifold offences. Our 
Chancellor has a copy of the terms of the excommunication of Master 
Norres, and also of the lectures delivered by him, which were the cause 
thereof The case then would have been at once examined and settled, if 
friar W. Musselwyke had not absconded. We call God to witness that 
we are most anxious for the true faith of the church, and lo do all we 
can lo destroy heresy and schism, and we regret thai you have been 
falsely infornud as to our conduct in this case. 

Shrenissimo principi Humfrido, duci Gloucestrie, domino nostro 
Bpecialissimo et generalissimo proleciori. 

Serenissime priaceps, noster protector singularissime, et catholJce 
fidei Chris tianissime defensator ; perlectis vestre celsitudinis litteris et" 

omni cura reverencia inlellectis ' 

n corrigeremus precipitacionem, fratrem W. Musselwyke ad 
gradum prislinum reducendo; sin autem, arbilraremini non banc illi 
sed vobis illatam injuriam contumeliamque fuisse ; — remillemus utiquc 
sentenciam nostram, quam in eum juste luiimus, non precipitanter, 
i mandati intuitu; dum lamen ad Universitatem oratricem vestram 
matremque suam, cujus est eundem solvere quem ligavit, obediens 
vcniat, pro suis multiplicaiis contumaciis perjurii reatu, in violacionem 
privilegiorum et enervacionem slalulorum Universitatis, veniam de- 
poscendo. Quoniam nee ipsam Dcus in terra reliquit, nee sibi 
retinuit, potestatem ut impenitentem absolvat. Regrediatur igilur 
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peniiens ad mains ubera, et, vestre suasionis conlemplacione. dabituc 
ei pro malediccione benediccio, fas pro nefas, lac pro Telle quod contra 
roatris sue privilegia propinavit, dum sua presumpcione admirabili 
contra omnia jura, contra UniversiialJa nostre privilegia, in magistnim 
Philippum Nores, non premonitum, non citatum, sine aucioritate 
CanccUarii in bac parte sibi collala, prccipitanier ac nequiter excom- 
municacionis sentenciam fulminavit. Super qua tran agression e citatus 
comparere coram Cancellario, in prefixis sibi loco et termino, recusavit, 
ab Universitate recessit contomaciter, et in eadem contumacia hinc 
hucusque perseveraL Sane ejus lecluram, cum Icccionibus ordinariis 
dicti Philippi Nores, slalim quam primum fuerant in scolis theologicis 
minislrate, noster venerabilis Cancellarius ab utroque eonim per 
doctores sanos ct magistros examinandaa accepit ; ita ut toli rei gesie 
finis Felix infra Universitaiem Tuisset impositus, Deo duce, ut credimus, 
nisi quod dictus Musselwyke determinacionem sue mains renuens 
expectare, ab Universitate in tempore regencie sue nccessarie raptim 
et latenter exsiliit: ut sic, quas adversum sue matris esercuit privi- 
legia, palliare possit insaiiias, et evadere incorrectua ; et preter hoc 
adhuc abest in sui juramenti lesionem. Scit enim Deus, quod ea 
facie universalem matrem nosiram ecclesiam semper respicimus, ut 
nee falsum dogma, errorem vel hercbim, si que fucrint per unum vel 
altenim seminata, sed et nee scandala hinc et inde exorta suKtineremus, 
defenderemus, pretergrcderemur simulatorie; sed eadem indifferenier 
investigaremus, destrueremus, eorumdem seminatores correccionis 
baculo feriendo. Quam nostram correccionem, si quis fortassis 
obstinax recusaret, citissime ad tutissimum muntraen vcslri brachii 
excels! conflueremiis ; quem hucusque certissima experiencia novimus 
nostrum benevolentissimum, immo effectualissimum, pro tec tore m. 
Profeclo I't amore el carilatc uirumque diclorum doctorum prose- 
qulraur, ut cqui judicis fungentes officio nequaquam verteremus 
partem dextri Uteris in sinistrum, sed utrumque, in quo demeruit, 
justo judicio ferircraus. Primum, mirantes ipsi, presumpcioni per- 
maxime destestamur, qua quispiam, vultu ductus inverecundo, os 
infonnacionis sinistre in tam illusirissimi principis conspectum contra 
niam oratricem pauperculam adperire ausus est; affirmando earn 
dictum Musselwyke inconsulte et sentcncia prccipiti tarn a doctoralu 
depoBuissc quam ab eodem usum pilii amovisse. Verum a doctoratu 
non dcvesiivimus eundcm, sed propter suam inobedienciam in non 
parendo citacioni et vocacioni noslri Cancellarii, ad quam vinculo 
astringitur juramenti. eum ab usu pilii suspendimus, quousque Uni- 
versitali parucrit, ut tenelur, et per Universitatem ad usum pilii fuerit 
t'ec hec, si placi.at. princcps metucndisaiine, quadam 
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precipitacione fecimus: quoniam eum. per diem ante nostrain con- 

gregacionem, ciiatione prevenimus : el, poslquam Universitas fiierat 
congregata, frequenter propter euntlem ad suum claustrum misimua, 
ipsum legitime expectantes, et responsum, ut videtur, illusorie fabri- 
caium recepimus ; ndelicet eum ab Universitaie fuisse egrcssum, cum 
tamen, prout plenius informamur, in craslino in Universitate a non- 
Fol. 49 a. nullis visus fuerat et compertus, Nescienles igitur penam magia 
congruam, qua sic proFugum possemus reducere, dictam sentenciam, 
omissis penis gravioribus, ui excommunicacione et aliis, in eum 
tulimus, ul prefertur. Pelimus igitur obnixius veslram iuclilissimam 
Bcrenitatem, ut dicti dociores ad matris gremia remitianlur, recepturi 
quod justicia suaserit in hac parte ; ne vestre oratricis paupercule 
privilegia pereant, el liberlates per sui violacionem multiplicem in 
nihilum redigantur. Et ex bine quidquid vestra sereniias preeeperit 
in premisBis adimplere conabimur cum effeciu. Et vestram sereni- 
tatem in terns dirigat Princeps pacts, ad vestre oratricis munimen 
perpctuum, hujus regni felix regimen et ecclesie catholice defensamen. 
Scriplum ac sigillaium in ttostrt congrtgatiotiU domo, texto Idus Julii, 
post mhsam pro dtsideratis^ma nobis semper incolumitalt vesira, tt 
animabus /elicis mitnorie progenilorum veslrorum, in iccUsia State 
Marie Vtrginis per Uiiiversilalem rtgtncium solemniler ctUbratam. 
Serenilatis vestre oratrix perpetua Universitas studii Oxoniensis. 



Testimonial letter for Master Wm. Scrivenere. 

Memorakduh, quod quartodecimo die mensis Seplembris, anno 
Domini millcsimo quadringeniesimo Iricesimo octavo, sigillata fuit 
littera lestimonialis sub sigillo et forma eommuni pro magisiro Willelmo 
Screvcnere, arcium m agist ro. 
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To the Archbisliop of Canterbury and Convocation. 

We are sure you cannot have forgotten our prayer, but are resolved to 
pray and not to faint ; though we wondtr that so reasonable a petition 
has not yet been granted. For -what is more acceptable to God than lo 
improve and maintain the true faith and worship, and expel heresy and 
idolatry, by the advancement of learning and promotion of learned clergy. 
Unless the many learned men, who now languish here in poverty until old 
age, meet with some reward for their labours, there will be an end of our 
prosperity, and of the pursuit of literature. We earnestly entreat you lo 
promote graduatts ; our Chancellor will give you details. 
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Rei-erendissimo in Christo patri et domino, Domino Henrico, Dei 
gracia Cantuariensi Archiepiscopo, tocius Anglic primati, ac apostolice 
sedis legato obedienciam filialem, ceterisque venerabilibua patribus ac 
dominis nostris, in convocacione cleri CKistentibus, reverenciam et 
honorem. 

Reverendissime in Christo paler et domine, preces alias vobis 
ceterisque patribus ac dominis nostris in sancta ac percelebri con- 
vocacione vestra ab Universitate malre nostra in iiliorum suorum 
promocionem humillime fusas, plurimum licet lemporia emensum 
citra fuerit, nequaquam tamen de memoria vestra excidisse confidimus. 
Verum Deus ac Saivator noster, semel taiitum pulsalus, discipulis 
admirantibus sese ad audiendum diflicilem prebuit, sed iterum aiqut^ 
iienim rogatus eosdem landem clementer audivit. Sic, sic revera, 
nee mediocriier admirantes, patres, — pensata, semper summa equitate 
nccnon justicia, racione, pro qua alias preces quam devotissime 
fudimus, — cur in hodiernum diem miiume exauditi sumus, apud aures 
pietatis vestre iieram alque iterum elargimus; preces precibus addimus, 
nt vel jam landem, sicui veri Dei emulatores, nos exaudire dignemiiii, 
matrique nostre cadenli succurrere. Expeclamus enim semper querulo 
atquc anelo spiritu si quando veniat consolacio a vobis ; quam non 
ambigimus consequi, si, in exaudiendo volum nostrum, quam gratum 
Deo sacrificium offeretis intellexeritis. Quid enim, ut de multis 
rileatis, omnipotenlt Domino est acccpcius, quam id augere, unde cultus 
anius Dei oriodoxaque fides indies magis ac magis in populo Christiano 
ftccrescat, idolatria necnon hereses procul a fidelium mentibus expel- 
lantur i* Quid omnium Opifici gracius, quam facuUates atquc sciencias 
colere, sine quibus eciam homines bestiis comparantur p Que omnia 
1 feccritis, si, quod et cuique bono viro semper debet esse 
, et vobis eciam patribus cordi fuerit, salus ac prosperilas 
•tudiorum nostrorum. Quibus, nisi quam propere succurrere festi- 
netis, quod sine planctu dicere non possumus, acta sane sunt. Egre 
fcrre, patres, debetis nonnuUos adeo docios atque liiteratos viros, quos 
fama est apud nos esse, quasi oblitos ac derelictos intueri, ac sine 
aliqua studii mercede usque in senectam et senium vivere. Qua- 
propter, piissimi patres, obnixius quo valemus exoramus ac petimiis, 
wcut et alias vobis fecimus grates, ad effectualem graduatorum pro- 
mocionem oculos misericordie vestre converlcre dignemini ; meritas, 
H hoc feceritis, a Deo gracias recepturi. Nullum siquidem ad 
splendorem seu gloriam nominis vestri opus majus, nee majori opere 
tmquam vel grandiori premio dignum, facere valebitis. Nonnulla alia, 
que nunc temporis diuerc fas non est, scripsissemus, si non jam salis 
paternitatcs vestras, per priorcs litteras nostras, doctas, ampliusquc per 
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venerabilem CanceHarium nostrum docendas, crederemua. Cui (idein, 
humillime quesumus, adhibere dignemini in dicendis. Et reveren- 
dissiraum ceiura vestrum, ad iaudem et glofiam eccleaie sue sancle, 
conservet Sponsus ejus Jesus Cbristus. Scriplam Oxoni'e in not/re 
congregadmis domo, lercio fdus Oclobn's. 

Fol. 49 b. Letter ' supplicatory ' for Master W. Thrope. * 

143B- Memorandum, quod quarto decimo die mensis Octobris, anno 

millesimo quadringeniesimo tricesimo octavo, sigillata fuit 



pro magisiro Wallero 



Domi 

liuera supplicatoria sub sigillo el forma 

Thrope, arcium magistro. 

Four Masters appointed to act as agents at York for 
promotion of Graduates. 

Memorandum, quod tercio decimo die mensis Novembris, sigillata \ 
full una littera procuratoria direcia magistro Jobanni Castell, Diagistro 
Johanni Kexby, el magistro R, Dobbys, et oiagistro R. Thonitone I 
exeuntibus in civitatem Eboracensem pro promocione graduatorum | 
expedienda. 

Acquittance of Eynsham Abbey. 

Item, septimo die Decembris, anno regni regis Henrici sexti septimo- 
decimo, sigillata est una acquielancia Abbali et conventui de Eynysham, 
de annua pensione sedecim solidorura dcbita Universitali per cosdom, 
propter depascendos pauperes scolares in die S. Nicholai eodem anno. 

Acquittances of Eynsham and Oseney Abbeys. 

Memoran'dum, quod undccimo die mensis Decembris, anno regni 
regis Henrici sexti septimo decimo, sigillale fuerunt due acquietancie ; 
una Abbati el conventui de Enjsham, pro annua pensione viginti sex 
solidorum dcbiia Universitali in festo omnium Sanctorum; alia Abbati 
et conventui dc Oseynea, pro annua pensione viginti sex solidorum 
octo denaiiorum dcbita Universitali in festo S. Nicholai. 
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Testimonial letter for Master Ramund de Lauda. 

Un-iversis sancic matris ecclesie liliis, ad quos prcsentes litlere 
pervenerint, Cancellarius Universitaiis Oxonicnsis celusqi 
magistrorum regcncium in eadem salutem in Eo qui est omnium 
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[' salus. Cum eterni Palris Filio, quem Beate Marie Virginia viscera 
y portaveruni, credimus complacere quociens veritati testimonium per- 
\ hibemus ; hinc CKt quod super mora et graduacione in dicta nostra 
[ Universitate venerabilis viri magistri Ramundi de Lauda, sacre pagine 
[ doctoris, omnes quorum interest cerciorare volenles, per has nostras 
] Itueras atlestamur, quod idem magisler Ramundus extitit graduaius 
I inter nos in sacra pagina, secundum consueludines laudabiles dicie 
I Univeral talis. £t ', ut super prefata graduacione diet! magistri 
I Ramundi omnibus pienius innotescal, has nostras liiteras testimoniales 
[ Bigillo commutii noslre Universilalis predicte fccimus consiguari. 
\ Jiatum Oxotiie in noslre congrfgacionis domo, stplimo die mcnsis Januarii, 
I anno Domini mtlltsimo quadringenlesimo tricesimo octavo. 

Indenture between the Chancellor and Proctors and 
Master Robert ffeder. Fellow of the Queen's HaU. 

Hec indentuka, facta inter magisirum Johannem Carpenter, Cancel- 1. 
larium Universitatis Oxoniensis, magisiros Willelmum Selby et Ro- 
bertum fflcmyng, procuraiores Universitatis ex parte una, et magistrum 
Robertum ffeder, socium aule Regtne in Oxonia, ex parte altera 
testatur; quod quamvis predictus Robertus ffeder obligelur prefalis 
Cancellario et procuratoribus et coram successoribus in viginti sex 
solidis et ocio denariis sterlingorum — velut in quodam scriplo obliga- 
torio inde confecto pienius conlinetur, cujus datum est vicesimo quarto 
die Januarii anno rcgni regis Henrici sexti post conquesmm septimo- 
decimo — volunt tamen predictus Cancellarius et procuraiores, pro se 
et suis succesEoribus quibuscunque, quod si contingal predictum 
magistrum Robertum ad talc beneficium promoveri, propter quod ex 
stalutis dicie aule teneattir ipsam auUm dimitiere, ex tunc teneaiur 
solvere prefatis Cancellario et procuratoribus et eonim successoribus, 
qui pro tempore fuerint, viginti et sex soUdos ct octo denarios 
sterlingorum predictos, infra spacium quaiuor annorum proxime 
sequencium promocionem predicti magistri Roberli ; videlicet in quo- 
libet anno predigtorum quaiuor annorum sex solidos et octo denarios ; 
et extunc predictum scriptimi obligatorium pro nullo habealur, sin 
Butem, in suo robore permaneal et virtule. In cujus rei &c. Datum 
viftsimo sexto die Januarii, anno rtgni rtgii Henrici sexti pint cen- 
puttum decimo scplimo. 

Acquittance of Master Robert Seder. Fol. soft 

Itsh. eodem die sigillata est una acquietancia sub hac forma : 1438. ' 
Noverint universi per presenies nos, magistrum Johannem Carpenter, 
■ £/ omitted in Mb. 
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Cancellarium Universitalis Oxoniensis, tnagistros Wiilelmum Selby eC" ] 
Robertum flicmviig, procuratores cjusdem Univert,iiaiis, remisissc, 
rtlasasse et omnino, pro nobis et successoribus nostris quibuscunquc, 
pro nomine dicte Universitatis in perpetuum quielum cbmasse magistro 
Roberto ffeder, socio aule Regine in Oxonia, omnimodas actiones 
reales et per^onaies, querelas, sectas, iransgressa, et demandas, cujus- 
cunque fuerint nature, accionis vel condicionis, nobis et dicte Uni- 
versitaii versus ipsum magistrum Robertum quovismodo compeientes, 
a principio mundi usque in diem confeccionis presencium. In cujus 
rei teslimoniutn &c. Datum Oxonie in nasire ron^regadonh demo 
victsimo tercio dit Januarii, anno re^ni regis Hcnrici stxii post ion- 
qutslum dteimo scptima ^-c. 

Note that the Testimonial letter for Master R. de Lauda | 
relates only to his academical degree. 

1438. Memorandlhi, quod anno Domini millesimo quadringentesimo t 

cesirao octavo, anno rcgni regis Henrici aexii post conquesium decimi 
septimo, sigillata erat una littera testimonials [pro magisiro R. de laudu 
fraire ordinis predicatorum] ' sub sigillo et forma concemente gradui 
dumtaxat. 

Acquittance of Eynsham Abbey. 

1438. MEMORANDtiM, quod undecimo die Februarii, anno Domini millesimaj 

quadringentesimo Iricesimo octavo, sigillata est una aLquietancia Abba 
et conveniui de Eynesham sub sigillo communi Universitatis pro viginK 
sex solidis, pro communa burgensium vitle Oxonie. 
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To the Bishop of Durham. 

Our Chatiitllor having resigned, uie have elected in his room ^laslef^ 
John Norton your Chancellor, we beg there/ore that you will send him 
to undertake this most necessary office. The rulers of every communily 
are of divine appointment, and are as necessary to the body politic as is 
the head to the natural body. For this we have the warrant i>f scripture 
in Ihe example of Moses appointing the seventy, and of heathen wisdom 
iu Ike words of Solon. 

Revekkndissimo in Chrislo patri ac domino, Domino Roberto, Dei 
gracia Dunelmensi cpiscopo, domino nostro gracioso. 

' The words withio buukcla aie adiied on llic miugin of lUc M^. 
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I Chri<Uo paler rt domine, eas primnm (inas 
reverencias snimo quam devotissimo pateniiiati 
^ oflerimus cum bonore. Creator ct Conditor omnium Deus, 
s unta est viitus lamqne immensa potencia, ai ad ea que crcaia 
t condita sint feliciter admtnisiranda necnon regenda exicriori non 
cget auxilio; sed Ipse per se solus sufiiciat ex abundancJa tantum 
bonitaiis sue, — non ob suum sed nosmim, qui sensuales sumus, de- 
fectum, et cognitis et sensibilibus, magis quam ignotis et a sensu 
dongatis, movemur exemplis, — duces ac rectores in singulis civitatibus 
communitatibus et populis, ad rempublicam sub felicissimia policiis et 
legibus sanciissimis, velut quibusdam sensibilibus regulis gubemandam 
conslitutos voluit: ut quemadmodum Ipse loti regendo presidet orbi, 
ita et hi urblbus et civitaiibus, ad componendos mores hominum 
feroces ac bestiales eorum affeclus cohereendos, presiderenL Sic et 
Moyses sapieniissimus. licet Isiaeliii populo dux solus a Deo factus 
esset, sub se tamen judices, gubematores ac duces, qui ^^ces suas in 
minoribus exequi possent, Jetro soceri sui consilio, non pauco numero 
ordinaviL Equaliter enim opus est bono principe ac rectore in corpore 
et capiie inorganico ; sicut profecto, capile bene se habente, corpus 
humanum membraque singula recte disponuntur: iia et sub bono 
atque optimo principe, et in privaiis et publicis communitatibus, res- 
publica rcciissime semper ei justissimc gubematur. Pariter enim cum 
bono principe omnia bona succedunt, et amor, amicicia, pax, con- 
cordia : que res cuUibeC communitati ac civilati quam sint necessaric 
Solonem, Apollinis oraculo unum dc septem sapieniisslmis judicatum, 
tesiem facimus. Qui has res ila niagnificavit ul eas omnium rerum 
crcatrices et condilrices diceret, nee mundum ipsum, seu ullam cM- 
tatem aut villulam aliquam, constare posse, vel homines socialiter et 
civiliter vivere. nisi pace quadam, amicicia el concordia colligati essenc. 
No8 igitur, clcmeniissime paler, lanquam vere pacis et concordie lilii, 
mairem nostram Universiiaiem per liberam resignacionem venerabilb 
viri magistri Johannis Carpenter, ultimo Cancellarii ejusdem, lercio- 
decimo die Fcbruarii in congregacione regencium faclam, consideranies 
hponso suo viduatam; atlendenies insuper quod dictum est, quod 
civitas videlicet aut communitas diu sine capiic, sine rectore et duce 
stare et florere nequit; qualcque ac quantum dispendium ac preci- 
picium, deficienle seu absenie paslorc. gregi huo immineat ; ejusdem 
mensis die vicesimo septimo, congregacione facta, dilecium vobis in 
Chrislo filium ac Tamiliarem, circumspecium, maturum, doctum ac 
titteratum virum. magistrum Johannem Norton, cancellarium vestrum, 
nobis in Cancellarium, matri nostre Universitati in sponsum, gregi 
periclitanti in paslorem ei ducem elegimus alque prefecimus; virum 
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per omnia, m speratnus, Deo placabilem, nobis uiijem, el sub brachio 
ac tutela dominacionis vestre statutorum, consueludinum, privilegiorum 
et libertatum nostronim defensorem futurum rorrissimum. Patemi- 
tatem igitur vestram obsecramus in Domino, ul paslorem ad ovjle, 
cultorem ad vineam, sponsum ad sponsam suam miltere dignemini ; 
illud intime consideranies, quam gratam Deo et toti Univcrsttati rem 
desiderabilem fecerilis, si hujus nostre peticionis graciosus ' exaudilor 
fueritis. Qua in re eciam vobis et laudem et gloriam quam majiimam 
comparabiiis. Et paternitatem vesiraro ad exaliacionem et gloriam 
ecclesie sue, honorcmque Univcrsitatis maCris nostre diu felicitet 
utriusque vinee Cultor Jesus Christus. Srrif'lum Oxonie Kalmdis 
Marciu. Vestre patemitatis perpetua oratrix Universitaa studii j 
Oxoniensis. 
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To the Bishop of Exeter. 

' to Master Sneltsham you have 



if erred a benefit I 
n of excellent learning and morals ; and great I 
time an indefatigable preacher ; in all respeclt 1 



^^L cessavit, ad 



ffji your fa 
upon us all. He is a 
humility, and at the sa 
deserving of promotion, 

Rkverrndo in Christo patri et domino. Domino Edmundo, Dei 
gracia episcopo Exoniensi vestre patemitatis oratrix Universitss 
Oxoniensis. 

Revcrende in Chrislo pater el domine, omnimodas reverencias cum 
honore. Quia fidedtgna relacionis Tama nostras delegavil ad aures, 
quanla gratuiia et bene merita vestre patemitaiis insignia carissimo 
confratri noslro, magislro Johanni Snctesliam, aacre theologie egregio 
professori, coniuHt liberalitas vestri cordis; hec vivaci coniempli 
memoria, ad reddendas, si quas valemus, graciarum acciones non 
immerilo excitamur ; quas dominacioni vestre lotis visceribus immo- 
larous ; pbilosophico recensentes ex diclo, hoc locius pertinere ad 
integritatem quod uni sue parti impenditur ad profectum. O quam 
fclix vestre patemitatis intencio felicissimaque execucio, quum virum 
tarn excelientis sciencie, conversacionis honeste et humiJiiatis speculum 
solidissimum, sonoramque sancte predicacionis tubam, que mintme in 
osicndendo plebi sua scelera raucescit, ecclesiaslicum ad honorem 
erigi decrevistisl Eciam ad plura alia nostre Univcrsitatis membra 
sancte pietatis " vestre pietas contiime sue grade ymbres distillare non 
cessavit, ad ejusdem nostre matris honorem et gaudium ineffabile : 
aigm grntitsus MS. ' An error Ini fia/emitatis, no doubt. 
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[iro quibus el similibus tirmissiine lenemus memoriale Inudis prcconitmi 
vos apud Douin el homines inveniase'. Graciosam dominacionia 
veslre conlinuacionem ad nos veslros humiles lilios, ut anle sic in 
posierum, obsecramus in visceribus caritatis, Et reverenda vestra 
ipateraitas inter sanctos anlislites in feliciiate plena Gnaliter premiemr. 
~:riphtm Oxonie in noslre congregacionis domo, mmm Marcii die 
tario. 

b. Testimonial letters issued for Master Michael Tregorre 
and Master John Tenys. 

Meuorandum, quod lercio decimo die Febniarii, anno Domini 
I tnillesimo quadringeDiesimo tricesimo ociavo, sigiUata fuit una littera 
tcstimonialis, sub Bigillo et forma communi, pro Magislro Michaele 
I Tregorre, arcium magislro et batcallario iheologie. 

Mehorandi'M, quod vicesimo septimo die mensis Marcii, anno 
i Domini millesimo quadringenlesimo tricestmo nono, sigillaia eral 
testimonialis, sub sigillo et forma communi, pro magislro 
I Jolianne Tenj's arcium magislro. 

Letter * supplicatory * for Master John Tenys. 

Mendrakdum, quod vicesimo ociavo die mensis Marcii, anno Domini 

' millesimo quadringenlesimo tricesimo octavo', sigiUata eral una liiiera 

BUpplicaioria pro magislro J, Tenys, sub sigillo et forma c 



I 



Bequest to the Celtone chest received. 
MiCMORANm:M, quod lercio decimo die mensis Maij, magister Willel- 
mus Hasiyng el magisier Tliomas Bartelolte, cuslodes eisle de Celtone, 
receperunl de Jolianne West et Willclmo Pygworth, exocuioribus ma- 
gisiri Ricardi Collyng, quondam socii aule fialliol, decem solidos 
kterlingorum legatos dicie cisic &c. 



Acquittance of guardians of the old University Chest. 

Memorandum, quod lercio die Julii, anno Domini millesimo quad- 
ringenlesimo tricesimo nono, sigillata eral una acquielancia pro magis- 
tris Johanne Blakman et Johanne Segden, custodibus cisie antique 
Universi talis. 

' Ttiii word nione is nncntBin ; the pauaee h evidenlly eonfoKd ns nsaa! by 
I dwicribe. * Apparnilly on eiror for nene; see prec. Meni. 
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9mj9mak of ddHt to fhe Univorstty by Guardians of 

fhe old University Chest 

Mi»oitAKDra» qpnoA <paurto die Julii, anno proxime suprascripto, 
itoeperant ma jg i s tii WtUdmus Orell et Johannes Wylley, procuratores 
VnivsfsiiatiSt sepiem libras in auro, de magistris Johanne Barman et 
Johanne Segden, custodibus andqae ciste Universitads, in partem 
sohicioDis decern Hbranim debitamm per eandem cistam Universitati. 

^ Testimonial letter for Master Walter WynalL 

^^^ MBMOitAKmni, quod sScxto die Jnbi, anno Domini millesimo quadrin- 
gentesimo tricesimo nono, sigillata fiiit una littera testimonialis, sub 
sigillo et Ibnna commnnibns, pro magistro Waltero Wynall sacre 
theok^ professore. 

140. 
To the Bishop of Bath and Wells, Lord Chancellor. 

HV art in/arwud that am MasUr W. Koke^ a member of this Um- 
versify and Prtmcipal of Greek HaU^ is bringing a case be/ore you to 
be iriedy we beg yon therefore to send the same back to us to be tried in 
our Ckancettors court ; according to our priviteges, which all our 
members are bound by their oath to maintain, 

1439. Reverrndo in Christo patri et domino nostro, Domino Johanni, Dei 
gracia episcopo Wyllensi et Batoniensi ac Anglie Cancellario. 

Reverende in Christo pater et domine, nostri studii splendor pariter 
et protector indeficiens, de cujus benevolis radiis illustramur continue, 
reverencias tanto domino debitas cum honore. Quociens nobis oc- 
currit necessitudinis materia, summa confidencia ad patemitatem ves- 
iram, inflexibilem nostre Universitalis columpnam, recurrimus, auxilia 
et remedia recepturi. Cum enim ex tenore et vigore cujusdam privi- 
legii, nobis ad quietem nostrorum studencium concessi, ad quos omnes 
et singuli inter nos graduati, vinculo suorum juramentorum, sunt 
firmiter astricti; quod, si altera pars scolaris fuerit, quevis causa 
j)crsonalis, suam habens originem in nostra Universitate, inter nos in 
eadem ventilari debeat et finiri — prout in cartis regiis et earum con- 
firniacionibus inde nobis factis liquet manifeste — et jam quedam 
causa, mota inter Johannem Hyltone, nuper nostre Universitatis 
scolarem, et Willelmum Koke in utroque jure bacallarium, principalem 
aule Grece, trahitur per dictum Johannem, ut informamur, coram 
paternitate vestra terminanda, contra tenorem dictorum nostrorum 
privilegiorum : — Quocirca humili ccrvice deprecamur unanimiter, 
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quatenus graciose cum favore remitlere dignemini ditlam causam inter 
DOS in eadem Universitaie secundum lenorem noslrorum privilegionim, 
ut prerertur, sicui consuevimus, terminandam. Firmissime enim lene- 
mus paternitatem vestram nostra priiilegia, laudabiles consueludints et 
Ualuta velle Lueri, nee pali penitus violari. Pateruiiatem vcsiram, 
noslris impressam devocionibus, ad ecclesie ct cleri et regni decorem 
et munimentum, preserval incolumem cuneta Potens. Scriplum Oxom'e 
M nnslre congrfgaeionh iloino. Augusti die qutnlo. • 



141. 

To the Duke of Gloucester. F. 

Wc have reetived your ever mcmorabU gift of one kimdrrd ntiii Iwciily 
volumes. Sinee the foundalion of this University no prince or king has 
maiU so splendid a donation. The rffeel thereof will be to give light and 
life, warmth and nourishmenl to our studies, hillierto but dead and cold. 
The students flocking to ut from every part of the world will nam find 
the needful food and stimulus for their minds. Such a gift is worthy of 
your wisdom and learning ; by which, no less than by your military 
renown, the kingdom is made illustrious ; and il will be an everlasting 
Konumtnt of your fame. Julius Caesar funded a library at Rome to 
preserve by books the fame of his conquest of the world, when human 
memory should fail: we, however, while we live, will do our best lo keep 
in memory your noble benefaction, by binding ourselves and our successors 
to celebrate a mass for your soul both now ami after your death for ever. 

Sbrenissimo principi et domino. Domino Humfrido, duel ' Gloucestiie, 
comiti Pembrochie, magno camerario Anglie, nostro graciosiasimo pro- 
teciori. 

Serenissime atque illuEtrissime princeps, excellentissimum cunctisque 
non immerito seculis celcitudinis vestre munus quam maitime recolcn- 
dum,— centum videlicet alque viginti volumina, per ejusdem cclsi- 
tudinis vestre dilectos et preclaros nuncios Gilbertum Kymere doctorem 
et medicum peritissimum, et Radulphum Drewe uiriusque Juris bacca- 
larium, vicesimo die mensis jam inslanlis ad noa presentaia, — omni 
qua decuit veneracione suscepimus. Quod ilaquc dignissimum munut>, 
inclitissime princeps, in quantum nobis et cessit et cedit indies solacium 
facile intelligi non potest ; cum citra rdicissime memorie Alurcdum 
regem, hujus alme Unjversitatis matris nostre fundatorem, nullum 
reiroacta etate regum aut pnncipum tanium, tam amplum, tamque 
magmHcum rcminiscamur nobis beneficium contulisse. Quidquid enim 
' duie MS. 
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serioris etaiis reges ac prindpes, incliti progenitores vestri, ad ipsatn 
Univereitaiem augendam atque amplilicandam opens scu iaboris im- 
pcnderint, respectu lamen clarissimorum donorum vestrorum totura 
id modicum sails \Tsiim est. Priori enim tempore et ante ipsam 
graciosissimam \isitacionein vestram. quam ham dubium est ab alto 
processisse, Universitas nostra sine dubio fuerai velut coriwis esanime, 
lucema sine lumine, fons sine aqua ei mundus sine sole ; que jam 
benignissima inspiracione vestra corpus vitale eRecta est, lucema 
clarissimo lumine, et quod nunquam extinguetur irradiana, fons aquis 
vivificis ad studencium animos consolandos exbuberans, et mundus 
splendidly si mo sole, qui uiique baud unquam patiemr eclipsim sludio- 
nun, mentes illustrans ; cum ex singulis mundi parlibus ad banc almam 
Universitatem studii gracia confluentes, quod ipsos vivifieel, fecundet, 
illustret, illic ' jam cum summa liberalitate jam et facilitate maxima 
invenire vaJebunt Et hoc est revera, gloriosissime princeps, quod 
masime decuit serenitatem vestram — cujus tanta est virtutis, sapiencie 
el sciencie magnitudo, quod regnum hoc inclitum nostrum non ea 
minus quam bellonim gloria sublimetur; nee usquam bujus ftorentis- 
simi regni fama Celebris exiscil nisi et quo nomen lanti principis 
veneratione' maxima colilur: — ^non morlalia seu iransiloria sed vera 
pocius atque etema, omnibusque nacionibus loquencia et in omnem 
pairiam pergencia monumenta relinquere. Que sane monumenta 
relicia sunt tot, supple, preclara ac preciosa volumina apud nos 
perpetuis futuris tern pori bus expeclare debencia, que etsi lingue 
bominum defecerunt, lanti tamque gloriosi principis famam nunquam 
abscondent. Unde et Julius Cesar orbe subacto parum nimis sese 
egisse visus esl, nisi el bibliolhecam Rome construeret ; ut si nominis 
viriumque suarum famam per lemporis longiiudinem ab bominum 
mentibus labi conlingeret, ipsis tamen libris et membraneis ' recens 
semper perdurel. Quod cum hujusmodi apud nos fuerilis qualis ipse 
Julius apud Romanos fuerat, id ipsumque per omnia nobis beneficium 
contuleritis ; si ullo unquam tempore, quod absii, celsitudinem vestram 
oblilum esse vellemus, ipsa tamen librorum ac voluminum recentissima 
monumenta apud nos continue perseverabunl *. Veruntamen uicunque 
valemus, et nobis successoribusque noslris ejus rei memoriam impri- 
mamus, pro temporalibus beneficiis ipsa que possumus spiritualia 
suffragia rependenies, ad unam missam perpetuis futuris lemporibus 
pro anime vestre salutem tarn in vita quam in morle per Universitatem 
decantandam, ipsam Universitatem firmissima obligacione astrinximus. 
Statuta insuper varia pro firma et perpelua custodia ipsorum volu- 
' iltiu MS. ' vtHiraliwis ib. ' memhrariu ib. ' prsirvtr- lb. ; word 
juniklly lo(t. 
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minum iibrorumquc confecimus. Que omnia per dictum preclarum 
virum, clericum nunciumque vestrum specialem, Radulphum Drewe, 
veslri celsitudini destinamua: cui fidem adhibere dignetur vestra. 
graciosissima dominacio, humiliter quesumus, in dicendis. Et sereni- 
talem veslram ad perpeluam regni ac aludii nostri gloriam Dominus 
fcUdter conserveL Vesire serenitalis humillima oratrix Universitas 
Osoniensis '. 



Indenture between the Duke of Gloucester and the Fol. 5a a 
University, 

Wfureby Ike lalkr acknawkdges the receipt of one hundred and Iwoily 
volumes from the hands of his messtngers, niasUr Gilbert Kymer and 
master Ralph Drewe ; as also the receipt of other nine volumes 
previously, from the hands of other special messengers. 

Hec indenlura. facia Oxonie vicesimo quinto die mensis Novembris, i430>l 
anno Domini millesimo quadringentesimo tricesimo nono, et anno 
regni regis Henrici sexti post conqueslum decimo oclavo, inter 
serenissimuni et il lust rissi mum principem et dominum incJilissimum, 
Dominum Humfridum, regum filium, fratrem et patruum, ducem 
Gloucesirie, comitem Pembrochie et magnum camerarium Anglie ex 
una parte ; ac suam humillimam et perpetuatn oralricem Utiiversiuiem 
Oxoniensem ex parte altera ; tesiatur, quod dicta Universitas de summa 
et magnilicentiasima liberalilate predict! inclitissimi principis centum 
et viginti volumina, per diiecios et speciales nuncios suo.'i, magistnim 
Gilbertum Kymere, medicinarum doctorem, et Radulphum Drewe, 
niriusqtie juris baccalarium, ad ipsam Universitatem destinata recepit ; 
necnon et novem alia volumina per eundem cerenissimum principem, 
per alios prius nuncios suos, ad eandem Uoiversitatem iransmissa ; 
quorum uilque voluminum nomina, cum iniciis secundorum foliorum, 
[ inferius ad perpeluam rei memoriam * describuntur 
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Item, Eiisebiiis *In eceletiatiica kit- 

Unia* com Beda *De gesHs An- 

ghrum' 

Item, TriparHta hUtoria . 

Item, Beda ' Super actus Apasiohrum ' 

Item, opus Gilbert! Poretani * Super 

Caniica canHcorum ' • . . 
Item, Ricardus de Sancto Victore 
Item, Origenes ' Super Uhrum Numeri 
Item, *PsaUerium ghuUum ' 
Item, Johamies Denor *Si^ hu- 

toriam scripiure* . 
Item, Mosca ^St^ Caniica canti 

corum* • . • • 
Item, Prima pars * Panihtologi^ 
Item, seomda pars ejusdem 
Item, * Cansoiacianes iheohgUl Jo- 

hamais de Cambaco 
Item, Flores certormn libronm Angus- 

tiiii • « • • • 
Item, Prima pars Petri Damiani 
Item, Secunda pars ejasdem 
Item, Franciscus ' Dt vita solitaria ' 
Item, Beda * De iemportbus ' 
Item, Tabula super diversos libros 

Augustini . « . . 
Item, Epistole Cassiodori . 
Item, Epistole Augustini . • 
Item, Epistole Hieronymi . 
Item, Epistole Ambrosii . 
Item, Petrus de Vineis, et Epistole 

Petri Blesensis 
Item, ' Tabula originaltum ' 
Item, Epistole Cypriane • 
Item, Questiones theologie 
Fol. 53 b. Item, Athanasius * De Trinitate ' 

Item, Augustinus ' De sermone Domini 

in monk ' . . . • 
Item, Lactantius ^Divinarum insiiiu 

cionum' .... 
Item, Liber Juliani episcopi ^De origine 

mortis humane' 
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Item, Seneca ' De causis ' . . . secundo folio -ntmiris. 
Item, Liber ' D^ exlracdoae urmaaum ' 

cum diclis Lincoln. ... „ nunquam. 

Item, Cato moralizatus ... „ tercio. 
Item, Liber Aristotelts ' De anima^ 

cum commento, et Averoiai ' Super 

Etica' „ leUigitur. 

Item, Liber 'iViirorKiTi' ... „ eanil hot. 

Item, ' Policraticon "... „ exercenles. 

Itijm, Isidorus ' In Ethimologm' . ,, in aUero. 
Item, Franciscus ' Rerum mtmoran- 

darum '..... „ attnis. 

Item, Liber Platonis .... „ ex quo. 
Item, 'Elica' Aristolclis traducta per 

Leonordum Alcatinum ... „ Omerus. 
Item, 'Polileca' Aiistotelis traducta per 

eundem ..... „ inicium rcrum. 

Item, Seneca ' De brevilale vile' . „ quaceal. 

Item, Franciscus ^ De rcmediis /brlui- 

lorum' „ exempla. 

Hem, TuUius ' De officHs ' . , . „ placet. 
Item, Libri Galieni .... „ bene carnosum. 
Item, ' Compendium medicine' se- 
cundum Gilbertium ... „ maximt. 
Item, Expoiicio super afforismos 

Vpoeralis „ corpus. 

Item, Likr afforismorum ... „ Thomam. 

Item, Exposicio super arlem medicine „ quod sumilur. 

Item, Bernardus ^ De urinis' . . „ -venie. 

Item, Alexander Gerosophista . , „ libris. 

hem, Giilenas 'Di li, nil iilis . . „ aliquid cujus. 
Item, Terciua et cjuintus liber canonum 

Avicenne „ conlingaf. 

Item, Vinccncius ' Super libroi I'po- 

cratis '....,. „ in menle. 

Item, Constanlinus ' in Panlegni' „ egriludinem. 

Item, ' Lilium ' Bcrnardi de Gordonio „ pilanlibus. 

Item, Pelrus Hispanus ' De pulsibiis' . „ omnes. 
Item, Egidius ' De minis' cum Arte 

Mcditine ..... „ ruptral. 
Item, Ilalj- Abbas ' De disposiciime 

rfj^ali' „ -dil eciam. 
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Item, Albertus ' De animatibus ' 


lalifu. 




Item, Mdaphisica Avicenne . ■ . 


„ naluralia. 




Item, Tragedie Senece . . . 


ferax. 




Item, Liber Alfragani et Alicen 


„ el lunam. 




Item, Bacon Dc tdo ei mundo' 


„ quia in quatibcl. 
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' This word u to ambignoos that it may be almost anything. * iiiraiuiii MS 
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Item, Zael * Dejudtctts asirorum * 
Item, Albamazar */« magno Intro- 

duciorio* . . . . . 
Item, Tabula medie conjunccionis solis 

et lune 

Item, Liber astronomie cum diversis 

tabulis 

Item, Zael * De vita hominis * 

Item, Liber Almagesti 

Item, Liber '7:^<5^/' 

Item, *Summa astronomie^ Aschyndone 

Item, ' Tripertitum ' Tholomei . 

Item, Tabula * De motibus planetarum ' 

Item, * Panagericon ' Porphyrii . 

Item, Oraciones Tullii 

Item, Epistole Nicholai de Clemengiis 

Item, Opera viginti duo Tullii in 

magno volumine .... 
Item, Epistole Tullii ^ ad Quintum 

Jratrem • . . . • 

Item, * Bellum Troje cum secretis secre- 

torum^ 

Item, Epistole Collusii 

Item, Epistole Tullii ^familiares * 

Item, Quinctilianus ^ De institucione 

oratoris* . . . . . 
Item, Macrobius * Saturnalium ' 
Item, * Verrine* Ciceronis et * Phi- 

lippica * ejusdem .... 
Item, ^ Rhetorica* Tullii . 
Item, Boccasius ^ De genealogia * 

Di'orum gentilium^' 
Item, Glosarius .... 
Item, Apulius * De asino aureo* . 
Item, * Catholicon ' Januensis 
Item, Priscianus in majori ' 
Item, Aulius Gellius * Noccium Atti- 

carum '...... 

Item, Expos icio super Valerium Maxi- 
mum ...... 
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In ijuonim omnium fidcni et teslimonium sio;illum commune Uni- 
vereilatis predicte presentibus est appensum. Datum Oxonic in nosirt 
congrtgacionis demo, die el anno supradidis '. 

142. 
t>- To the Speaker, Knights, and Burgesses of Parliament. 

To mire rygkl worshypfull syrcs, the Sptkcr, Knygthcs and burget g^ 
Ihis worshyp/uU parHment qfoure sovereyn hrde Kyng. 

Ryght worshypfu]] s)Tes, grace, pece and prosperite be to yow, to 
Goddis worshyp and to the gode wellh of the reme of Englond ever 
duryng. Worthy syres, for as moch [hat meny of yowr owne iasa 
and also Kynnesmen haih be, beth now, and sliail be in tyme com- 
myng tenderly and bisely noryshed and avauiiced with the rype fnite 
of Konnj-ng in cure moder the Universite of Oxon ; in to the gloiy 
and the worshyp of Godd in speciall, ant! to the maynienaunce of 
Crysten fayth, causjTig of wyse men in the reme, and lo yow grete 
joy, confort and etemall mede, that causeih supporteth and forthefyih 
such studiers ; Therfore we conceyvyth ihat your naturesses and 
benevolence shold enjoy with us of the fortheraunce of the sayde 
Universite ; and because cure rylh speciall lorde and myghty princej 
the Duke of Gloucestre, hathe late «ndoed and so magnified oure 
sayde Universite with a thousand pound worth and more of preciose 
bokej, to the lovyng of Godd, eocrece of clergy and konnyng men ; 
to the goode governaunce and prosperite of the Reme of Englond 
withoute end, before all other remes and centres of the world 
Wherfforc we beseche your sage discrecions lo consider the glorioso' 
yifies of the graciose prince lo oure sayde Universite, for the comyn 
profyte and worshyp of the reme, to thanke hym hertyly and also prey 
Godd to thanke hym in tyme commyng, wher goode dedys bett. 
rewarded. And oure lord Godd so inspire and governe yow to His 
plesaunce with helyth of soule and body, Wryleat Oxon, die suptrioru 
All the hole Universite of Oson. 

143- 

To the Archbishop of Canterbury. 

The glory of your beneficent labours /or the church and clergy it so 

bright that, as owls in dayligfiJ, we are dazzled beholding it. Other 

' A lale hand wHtcs on the miirein Summa 119. roslta, p. 60, fit mentis 

Hffvim aliorum vo!uminnm ab his diiliHcloriim. Peslea epislala 158, p. 63,. 

iofil I3g vfluiHinum. Paslea, p. 67, mcHliefit 135 velumiuum. 
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prelales do not put in practice your provition for Iht promotion of 
graduales ; whtreforc we hum&ly beg thai in Ike convocation of the 
province of Canterbury you will enforce the tame by penalties for dis- 
obedience tJiereto. 

I Reverendissimo in Christo patri et domino, Domino Henrico, Dei 
gmcia Cantuariensi Archie pi scopo, locius Anglie primal! et apostolicc 
sedis legato, Universitaiis nostre singularissimo defensor!. 

Reverendissime in Christo pater et domine, domine cleraentissime, 
necnon ampli^tor nostri gloriosissime, cujus pro felici statu utinam 
nosiranim oracionum incensum coram Deo acceplabilem, cum subjcc- 
done humillima filiali. Letabundus exsurgit in devotissimas quas 
valet graciaruin acciones liliorum veslrorum burnt lium cordial is 
affectus. Sed graciosissime vestre patemitatis benefitia magnificaque 
opera, que in ecclesie Dei tnunimen et tocius deri desiderandissimam 
[ exeresceQciam redundant, lame fame celebritaie irradiari non desinunt, 
I quod nostre devocionis coramendative jubar et laudes, quamvis eadem 
digne promuigare conemur, tamen propter nostram insufficienciam, 
necnon propter eorum ampiitudinem magnificam, in ipsorum de- 
BcripcJone deficiunt, velut oculi noctue ante solis faciem caligantur. 

10 piissimum pastorem, O gratissimum patrem ! cujus permaxima 
bencficia et piissima opera circa dlios perhumiles celo plusquam 
inundo perpetuo registranlur. Paternnii eciam provisione pro gradua- 
torum promocione ex concentu cordium unanimi gratulantes. humillima 
graciarura tributa cura prostrato spiritu gratulamus, Verum quia 
nonnuUi ecclesie prelati et patres negligenter et obliviose, ut infor- 
mamur, postponunt provisionem iliam elfectui deraandare; igitur vestre 
paternitatis pietatem precelsara pro reformacionis remedio, dum in 
hac parte solacia non sentimus omnino, ut scicienies ad fontem, 
pauperes ad {Mjtentem, ut humiles filii ad graciosum patrem recurrimus, 
pro hujus rei remedio et antidota * salutari : supplicatites humillime 
' quatenus dignetur vestra paiemalis gracia eandem vestram provi- 
nem, ne fruslretur effcctu, in convncacione vestra universalis cleri 
' Vestre Caniuariensis provincie sub infligenda pena pro futuris tera- 
poribus* roborare: ut filii vcstri, sic per vestram ordinacioneni. ab 
XJniversitate in cuJluram divine vinee, et a con tern placione in opcram 
fcliciter evocandi, tarn vobis quaro diei natalis vestri affluentissime et 
Rierito benedicant ; diim sic jier vos ecclesie accipianl colonos ydoneos, 
viri lilt-'ratissimi ob suas virtuics, ut congruit, premientur. Nunciis 
nostris inclinatas aures grade et Tavoris, in pro i>arie nostra dicendis, 
quatinuK impendtrc dignemini, obnixius obsecramus. Utinam pater- 
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nitas vestra lam graiissima quam piissima diu sil Domino in volis, ai 
ecclesie munimcn et vestrorum sokmina tiliorum. 
Scriplum, &c. 

144. 

a. To the Archbishop of Canterbury and other members 
of the Convocation at London. 

Wt have on smeral occasions laid our comphmts hefort you as lo /At 
deplorable condition of this University. Formerly the fruitful mulher of 
children she has now become as a childless widow. Our students are 
few, the Inns are empty of scholars. KV have said before, and cease not 
now to urge that this stale of the University is a great injury to the 
Church of England. If the virtuous and learned obtain no reward, but 
find themselves in poverty and forsaken in their old age, what must the 
effect be on the minds of the younger students f Will they not infer that 
the pursuit of learning is unprofitable f We ask that the 'provincial 
constitution 'for the promotion of graduates may be tnferctd by penalty. 

Reveren-dissimo in Christo patri et domino, Domino Henrico, Dei 
gracia Cantuariensi Archie pi scopo, celerisque reverendis palribus in 
convocacione cleri Londoniensi existeniibus, nostris dominis gra- 
in omni humilitatis spirilu, nos ipsos ut decet, cum omnimodis 
reverencia et honore. In Chrislo Reverendissimi patres, domini 
percelebres, columpne finnissime ecclesie railitaniis, palernales vestras 
clemencias graciosissimas pulsavit plerisque querelis Universitas mater 
nostra, ejus dispendia et desolaiiones ' maximas proponendo ; videlicet 
quod, olim mater prole fecunda hiis jam diebus facta fere sine liberis 
vidua, sicque in ignominiam versa, ut lutum platearum derelicta est 
squalida; paucissimos habens incolas, sed tantum hospicia vacua et 
babttacula desolata, in maximtini dispendium locius ecclesie Anglicane. 
Que eapropter contigisse suggessimus el adhuc suggerere non de- 
sistimus, quum mentis et eminencie' in sciencia lilteralissimorum 
virorum in Universilalibus studencium minime provisum fuerat, eos 
in excolendam vineam Domini Sabaoih statim post adeptam marga- 
ritam sciencie ad operam feliciter evocari ; sed nonnuUos doctissimos, 
usque ad viie sue vesperam el ipsam mortem, sine premiis vinuium in 
militante ecclesia evanescere ' et perire ; in juvenum studencium 
pemiciosissimum excmplum et a studio alliciens subterfugium ; dum 
utrobique per mundum simpliccs, qui litteraturas non novcrini, vidc- 
rinl ad dignitales ecclesiasticas sublimari. Qua in re, ui paratissimi in 
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cletnenciam palres, ut virlutis et sciencie zelatissimi amatores, dignum 
duxislis erigere conslitucionem in cleri marcescentis subsidium ct 
felicissimum incremenium; ob quam lelantissime in graciaram ex- 
surgimus acciones. Sane habemus sanctum rei iniciutn. Scd ct 
piissima affeccio patrum ; quibus tarn celebriter tarn clemenier merius 
provectoram in scieneiis per condigna premia proponitur subvenire. 
Sed, lit accepiraus, nonnuUi ecclesie patres provisionem vesiram 
negligenter et obliviose postponuni ducere in operis complementum, 
Propterea nee adhuc tacere potest Universitas mater nostra, quin magis 
ac magis, sub spe exaudicionis, ad sui refugium, patres piissimos, 
clamando recurrat ; ut ad tarn miserande matris jusias instancias hec 
vestra celeberrima sinodus, quam et sanctam esse confidimus, moia 
misericordie visceribus voiis suis Teliciter annuat, peticiones exaudiat ; 
Ut videlicet ordinacionem vestram, pro graduatonim in Universitalibus 
existencium promocione, sic roboreiis ' suQiciente sub pena ; ne, quod 
absit. id quod vestra sacra sinodus fieri decreverat, ob sui non-execu- 
tionem nomen frustratorie opere et conslilucionis majus merito 
sorciatur. Sane dedecus grande, damnabile dispendium, si reveren- 
dissimorum patrum institucio tarn sancta sic irreverenter periret cassata. 
Quid dicereiur? quid in ore hominum esset? Sane scimus. 'Quid 
frodtsi sfudium, quid sapiencia, quid laior inutilis ; cum nee dtcermiaUs 
pro litlcralissimorum promocione directa provisio stare Itmporis mim'mo 
potuit curricula f ' Aspictte igitur felicissirai in ecclesia patroni, luci- 
dissima ecclesie luminaria, quatinus sub pena non infringenda pro 
graduatorum promocione vestra muniatur sanccio sacra : ut sic, quos 
amor juslicte in legis et institucionis vestre execucionem non alUcit, 
dmor pene coherceat et impeUal. £t vestras piissimas patemitales in 
sue ecclesie fulcimentum longevet in terrenis noster Dominus Jesus 
Chrisius; Cui sint honor et gloria in secula. Amen. Scrip/um su& 
tigillo nostra in nosire Ctmgregacioni! domo, Decembrii die uplimo. 
Humillima vestranim patemitatum oratrix Universitas studii Oxon- 
iensis. 

Statuta veteris Bibllotbecae *. F 

For the secure cmtody of the bmks given by the duke of Gloucester 
a new register shall be made and deposited in the eliest 'of five keys' in 
which, as in all the slatult-books of the University, the names of the 
volumes shall be entered ; as also al the beginning of each volume, with 
the contents of each volume^ shall be written the first words of the 
second folio. 
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Univebsis Chrislt fidelibus presenlibus el futuris pateat manifesle, 
quod vicesimo quinto die mensis Novembris, anno Domini millesimo 
quadringentesimo Iricesimo nono, Universitas Osonionsia siaiuit ct 
ordinavLt, Imprimis, pro (irma el perpetua custodia largissime el 
magnificcntissime don adonis centum viginti novem voluminum, 
per serenissimum principcm et dominum inclilissimum dominutn 
Humfridum, regum filium, fratrem el patruum, ducem Glouceslrie ', 
comitera Pembrochie, et magnum camerarium Anglic, prefate Univer- 
i ex summa sua liberalitate donaiorum, el quorumcumque volu- 
n fulurum per eundem serenissimum principcm donandorum, 
lit fiat unum novum registrum in cista quinque claviura reponendum ; 
in quo, et in singulis libris atatutorum Universiiatis prtdicie, necnon 
et in principiis dictorum voluminum omnia nomina corundem, cum 
suis conlenlis universis et cum principiis secundorum foliorum, 

, aperte, et expressc registrenlur : ut sic liquide omnibus . 
apparcre poterit, si quod dictorum voluminum seuconlentorum eorum- 
dcm, quanlumcunque rarum ignoiumque fuerit, perditum, subtracium, I 
di^tracium, dilaceratum vcl ablatum &it. 

A'o volume, or any part or shed of any volume shall, upon atgf • 
prtlenct whaUoever, be sold, given, exchanged, pledged, lent to be copied i 
in separate sheets, or removed from the library, except far repair i 
provided nevcrlhekss. thai the duke of Glaucesler may, by indenture 
between himself and Ike University, borrow any volume for a staled term. 

Item, prcdicla Universitas slatuit et ordinavit, ut nullum predictorum 
voluminum seu librorum am contenionim in cisdcm ullo unquam 
tempore, quocunque quesito colore vendalur, donetur, permutetur, 
vel impignorelur, aut alicui pro copia quatemalim tradatur scu acco- 
modeiur, ncc extra communem librariam dicle Universiiatis deportetur, 
nisi aliquod ipsorum voluminum aut iibrorum ligandum reparandumve 
fuerit : in quo eciam casu absque mora, ct quam ciciua fieri poteril, 
ligetur, repareiur, et, cum ligatum ac reparatum fuerit, ad librariam 
communem statim reportetur: proviso tamun semper, quod si pre- 
fatus princeps, per suas litteras Epeciales aliquod ipsorum voluminum 
pro certo tempore duxerit mutuandum *, ut, sub indenturis suis, inter 
scrcniiatcm suam et dictam Universitatcm inde conficiendis, idem 
volumen, certo tamen et diffitiito tempore rcsiilucndum, ab Uni- 
vcrsitate indilale et per viam mutui liberetur. Hoc staiulum iia 
stride obscrvetur, ut' non liceat congrcgacioni ri-gcncium per aliiiuam 
graciam cum eodim disiicnsare. 
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A II books {whether of this or any othtr future donation) for study of ^| 

hi seven liberal arts and three philosophies shall be kept in a chtsi, ^M 

provided for that purpose in the library, and placed tttider the custody of ^| 

t}u librarian by indenture between him and the University ; and may be ^M 

borrowed by masters of arts, actually lecturing in those subjects, also by ^| 

I indenture between such masters and the said librarian, and, under certain ^H 

circumstances, by Principals of halls. And il is provided that the ^| 

Librarian shall every year render an aceounl of the books, and in every ^H 

indenture the names of the books, and other particulars^ as above ^| 

mentioned, shall be written ; and each book shall have a price set upon ^H 

il, exceeding its real value, in case of less to he instantly paid to the ^| 

University, so that a similar book may be provided as soon as possible. ^| 

Item, statutum et ordinatum est per candem Universitatem, quod ^| 

omnes eE Einguli libri, alias per eundem sercnissimum principem pro ^| 

lectura seplem arcium liberalium et trium philosophiarum, nccnon et ^M 

per alios ad eundem usum collati, sen in fulurura conferendi, in quadam ^M 

cista, per Universitatem ad hoc ordinancia, in communi libraria Uni- ^| 

versitaiis sub custodia cuslodis ejusdem, per indenturas inter diclam ^| 

Universitatem et dictum pro tempore existenie'confectas, reponantur: ^M 

que quidem * cisla in futurum vocabitur ' cista trium philosophiarum 
tt septem scicnciarum liberalium ; ad effectum quod magistris arcium, 
dictas sciencias actualiier et publice in scolis arcium legentibus seuFol. 55 a. 
legere volentibus, per indenturas inter dictum custodcm et dictoa 
magistros conficiendas, deliberenlur. Quod si contingat aliquam 
ipsarum scicnciarum actuatiier non 1egi,ex tunc principalibus aitlarum 
et atiis magistris quibuscumque, pro utiliialo et commodo suarum 
Kolarium, sub indenturis eciam eorumdem per custodem liberentur ; 
prestito per eos prius corporali juramento, quod custodi ciste prediclc 
de ipsorum Ubrorum in die cessationis cujuslibet termini fidelem 
reatiiuiionem faciani ' : proviso insuper, quod predictus cusios, quum 
Teddere scu dcliberare debebit claves sui olTicii, singulis annis, fidelem 
reddat compomm de eisdem ; quod eciam in singulis indenturis, sic 
Qt prefcrtur facicndis, contenta librorum, cum principiis secundorum 
foliorum, espresse scribantur. £t, ut major dictos libros custodiendi 
detur occasio, dicta Universitas statuil el ordinavit, ut quilibct ipsorum 
Ubrorum nolabUiter ultra verum valorem apprecietur : quern quidem 
valorem Universiiati (idelitcr persolvendum, quicumque hujusmodi 
librum vel libros per viam mului recipiens, si ipsum librum vel i|.>803 
libros amittere vel perdere contingat, appeUacione et dilacione qua- 
Gumque postposita, dicte ciste solvere icneaiur ; ut de summa rccepta 
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forme consimilis, quam cicius fieri potent, 



liber alius, apparatus e 
ordinelur. 

Having no oilier means of rewarding the donor, than iy a spiritual 
recompense, we have appointed 6y sliilule thai every year during his life, 
on tht feast of SS. Simon and Jade, or as near iherelo as may be, mass 
' of the Trinity^ or ' of Ike Blessed Virgin Maryl with special collects 
naming the Duke and his Duchess, shall be said for Ihiir prosperHy: 
and that, at every mass said by the Chaplain of the University, tkt 
name of the Duke shall be menlioned along with other benefactors. An^ 
on occasion of every sermon of whatsoever kind at St. Mary's churchy 
the preacher shall expressly and by name pray for the said Duke ; ctnd, 
after his departure from this world, within ten days of l/iat event, tht 
University shall celebrate his obit: and every year, on the anniversary of 
his death, or as nearly as may be, mass, with special eolleels mentioning 
them by name, for the repose of his soul and that of his consort ^aftet 
her death), and for the souls of all the faithful departed, shall be soUmnfy 
said for ever. 

Item, cum lam ampla tamque magnilica sint dicti excelleDtissiiai 
principis nobis indulta beneficia, quod ommno imbed lies et in- 
validi sumus condignam excogiiare recompensam, ut tamen pro 
lemponilibus beneficiis, ea que valemus, spiritualia benelidii repetf 
damus, siaiuit et ordinavit dicta Universitas, ut, atinis singulis, quam 
diu diclus illustrissimus, lilteralissimus, eciam scienliasimus princeps 
vitam duxerit in humanis, in Testo Sitnonis et Jude, si tunc absque 
impedimento poterit, seu die aliquo infra triduum ante vel post, quo 
hujusmodi impedimentum non occurret, pro felici ac prospero slatu 
ejusdcm principis, necnon et domine Aiianore consorlis sue, missa 
' de Trinitate,' seu ' de Beatissima Virgine Maria,' cum collect* 
' Omnipotent sempitime Deus, miserere famulo luo Humfrido et famuit 
tue Aiianore', cum expressione videlicet nominum suorum, secundum 
fonnam et modum pro regibus et principibus in dicta Universitate 
actenus consueta, ab ipsa Universitate solemniter decantetiir ; quodque 
in singulis missis, per capellanum communem dicte Universiiatia 
publice et solemniter celebrandis, ut mos est, pro aliis Univcrsitatia 
benefacioribus, quoad prefatus princcps vixerit, specialis de ipso 
memoria habeatur, cum predicta collecta, ' Omnipoletis sempiterne 
Deus! et sui nominis, ut prefertur, expressione : quodque in singulis 
collacionibus, et scrmonibus examinatoriis, excusatoriis, seu aliis 
quibuscunque in ecclesia Beatc Marie Virginis Oxonie diebus domi- 
nicis et aliis publice faciendis, cujuscunqiie generis aut condicionis 
doctor vcl bacularius — qui hujusmodi collacionem seu sernionem facere 
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debeat — fuerit, pro predicto principe expresse et nominalim exorare 
teneaiur : ut eciam, cum ab luce predictus famosissimus et nobilissimus 
princeps assumplus fueril, cum primo id Universitali constilerit, infra 
decern dies obitum auum facial ipsa Universitas honorifice celebrari, 
Necnon ut extunc, annis singulis perpetuis futuris tem[)oribus, in 
anniversario sui obiius, aut, si ipse dies minime conveniens fuerit, in 
proxitna die ad ipsum negocium aptiori, missam pro anima ejus, ct 
anima domixie Alianore consortis sue, cum ab hac luce migraverit, FoL ssb.^ 
animabusque omnium fidelium defunctorum, cum colleclis nomina 
sua specific an tibus, decantare solempniier leneatur, prout uiique pro 
aliis regibus el principibus, ipsius videlicet Universitatis benefactoribua, 
actenus fieri consuevit. Acta et slatula sunt hec in congregacione 
Bolemni regencium et non-regencium in ecclesia Beate Marie Virginis 
predicie solemniier celebrata, ex unanimi consensu regencium et non- 
regencium, existeniibus Cancellario nato dicte Universitatis magistro 
Johanne Burbach, sacre theologic professore, ct procuratoribus ejus- 
dem magistris Willelmo Oreli et Johanne Wylley, vicesimo quinto 
die mensis Novembris, anno Domini millesimo quadringenlesimo 
tricesimo nono. Ad premissa autem omnia et singula fideliter et sine 
fraude perpeiuo facienda, et in violabi liter observanda, obligamus no9 
et successores nostros per presentes ; et ea omnia et singula facere et 
obsen'are promitiimus bona fide. £t ut prefata nostra statuta ordi- 
naciones et concessiones robur obtineant perpelue firmitatjs, presentes 
litteras nostras fieri fecimus patentes communi nostre Universitatis 
sigillo sigillatas, in fidem el testimonium omnium premissorum. 
Datum Oxonie in nosire congregadonis domo dit tl anno suptrius 
txprtssalis. 

Acquittance of Eynsham Abbey. 
MeuorandI-'h, quod septimo decimo die mensis Dccembris, anno 143s. 
Domini millesimo quadringentesirao tricesimo nono, in plena con- 
gregacione sigillata est acquieiancia Abbati et conveniui de Enensham, 
de annua pensione sedecim solidorum debita Universitati per eosdem, 
propter depascendos pauperes in die S, Nicholai eodem anno, 

H Indenture between the University and Thomas Elkyn, 
stonemason. 
While employed tin the new Divinily Schools, the salary of Ike slone- 
moion shall be four shillings a week in summer, and three shillings and 
fourpence in winter. He shall employ good workmen. He shall have an 
annual salary also 0/ one mark. Whereas many greal people and wise 
object to too much ornament, the mason shall aller it, particularly the 
canopies 0/ the images, the casements, fillets, ^c 
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Hec imlenlura, facta inter Universitalem Oxoniensem ex parte una» 
et Thomam Klkyn, lathomum, ex pane altera, lestaiur quod dictus 
Thomas manucepit edificacionem novarum scolanim sacre [heologie 
in Universitate predicts, in quantum pertinet ad lathomiam : el pte- 
dictus Thomas recipiet seplimanaiim per esiatem quaiuor solidos 
sterlingonim, et per yemem tres solidos et quatuor denarios ; quando 
conlingat ipsum ebdomadatim ibidem presenclaliter sic opcrari, Eciam 
dictus Thomas introducet alios lathomos, meliores quos sciverit. et 
meliori precio quo poterit, ad proficuum dicii opcris : numerus vero 
eomm erit pro voluntale supravisonim dicti operis. Et dictus Thomas 
recipiet ab eadem Universitate annuatim in dicto opere unam marcam 
sterlingorum, pro annua pensione sua. El quia plures magnates regni 
et alii sapientes non approbani, sed reprehendunt, nimiara curiositaiem 
incepti dicti operis, igitur dicta Universilas vult quod dictus Thomas 
retnthet deinceps, sicut jam reirahere incepit, supervacuam talem 
curiosilatera dicii operis, videlicet in tabemaculis ymaginum ', . . . 
casimentis et fylettis, et in aliis frivoHs curiositatibus, que ad rem non 
pertinent, sed ad nimias et sumptuosas expensas dicle Universilatis et 
ad nimiam dicti operis lardacionem. Et ad dictas convenciones ex 
parte dicti Thome fideliter tenendas et observandas idem Thomas 
obligat se per prescntes dlcte Universitati in quadraginta libris ster- 
lingorum. In cujus rei testimonium tarn sigillum commune dicie 
Universilatis quam sigiilum dicti Thome his scriptis indentatis sunt 
appensa. Datum Oxonie sexto decimo die Januarii, anno regni rrgis 
Henrici stxti post conquestam octodecimo : Magislro Ricardo Riderharn, 
sacre iheologie doctore, dicte Universilatis Cancellario, Willelmo Orell 
et Johanne Willey procuratoribus ejusdem ad tunc existentibus. 



Fol. 568. Acquittances of Eynsham ao<l Oseney Abbeys. 

1439. Memorandum, quod undecimo die Marcii, anno Domini millestmo 
quadringentesimo tricesimo nono, sif^illata est acquielancia Abbati et 
conventui de Enensham, de annua pensione duorum et quinquaginta 
solid Drum. 

Item, codem die sigillata acquielancia Abbaii et conventui de 
Oseneya, de pensione annua vigimi sex solidorum oclo denariorum. 

' A word here imperfect, appartnlly Safe et ; can il be batelineHlis ? 
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To the King. 



// is in vain thai your majeslys forifathen have planted Ike vineyard 
and hedged it about for the protection of the vines, unless the defences 
are maintained. For the privileges of I/k University, which are its 
defence, are threatened by the vexatious prosecution of Master f. Gorsech, 
on account of official acts during his chancellorship. We 6eg that your 
majesty will give orders to the judges of your court to respect our 
privileges, and also summon N. Bury, the prosecutor in the case, to 
answer before yourself in person. 

Serekissiue princeps et regum Christianissime ; IncUlissimi reges, 
progenilores vestri recolendissimi, ad sacrosancte matris ccclesie pro- 
fectum, ad Dei, nature, et legum misieria cognoscenda, ne radix 
aliqua sapiencialis suo deesset regno, vineam scienciarum quarum- 
libet eleciam, Universitalem videlicet Oxoniensem, ex summa pni- 
dcncia plantavere : quatenus scicientes sciencianim vina, nulla eanim 
pretennissa, secundum suam elcccionem habundanter haurire valerent 
ibidem. Et quoniam nequit aiiima, nisi vexacionibus exterius seclusis, 
ad petfecciones sciencie elevari ; ea propter, ne dicta vinea extrinsecis 
coneuiereiur lurbinibus, quibus botri scienciales marcescere (et)' 
languere possent, aut quomodolibel irap)ediri, liberlalum sepibua 
roriibus circumfulcierunt eandem, et privilegiorum tuds propugnaculis 
vallaveruni. Que omnia, tarn libertates quam privilegia, dignata eat 
vestra majestas magnifica lilteris vesiris patentibus confirmare. O fclix 
fructuosaque ad Dei ecclesie munimen, immo tocius Anglie, vinee 
pjantaciol O felicior ejusdcm privilegiis et libertaiibus vallaciol sed 
et felicissima eorumdem confirmacio graciosa I Sed heu et dolor I 
quod quorumdam temera presumpcio et incastigala inalicia has liber- 
tates et hec privilegia, que regalis sanciit ' preiiminencia, intrepide 
moliunlur evertere et nequiter dissipare. Nihil equidem serere prod- 
esset agrum, ii exortas segetes fere pessimc dcvorarent; immo et 
nihil castri proderunt alia menia vel ' fossata profunda, si non sit qui 
inimicum elidat transgredi satagentem. Que omnia vestre serenttatt 
metnendissime dolorosis conquestibus et gemebundis suspiriis rese- 
ramus: quum seta vestra ceJsitudo regalis ea protegere ac facere 
stare sufficii, que veslrorum progenitorum inclitudo permaxima erexit, 
ac vestra majestas inviciissima confirmavit, Nupcr equidem quitlam 
N. Bury oralricem vestram humitlimam. dictam Univerailatem, in suo 
filio carissimo, magistro J. Gorsech, contra dicta libertates et privilegia, 
■ el omilled in MS. ' saHcliit MS. > ve ili. 
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ob eorumdem execucionem vexavit et graviter moleslavit, nee adhiiti^ 
vexare desistiL Et quum dictus raagislet j. penes dictum N. secundum 
tenorem liberlatum tempore sui vicecanceilarialus exsequebalur justicie 
complementum, idem N. contra dictum magisinim J. acciones ficticias 
adinvenit ; quas cenis et loco et tempore fieri fallaciter figuravit ; in 
Universitalis magnum dispendium, lesionem privilegiorum pregrandem 
atque expensanim effusionem non modicam, propter dicti magistri et 
libertatum dictarum tuicionem diutumam : quam diucius sine vestro 
brachio austinere nequimus. Qua in re, Christianissime princeps, 
vestram graciosissimam proteccionem humiliatis spiritibus et tnclinatis 
cervicibus supplices imprecamur; quatinus curie vestre Londinensis 
mandeiur judicibus privilegia, per vos et propenitores vestroa vestre 
Universitati concessa, indilate et efficaciter allocare. Necnon et ut 
dictus N. in vestram metuendissimam presenciam advocetur, re- 
sponsurus ibidem quare, in enervacionem privilegiorum vestre Uni- 
versilatis, contra dictum magistrum J. accionea fallaces figure! et 
fingat : ut sic sua cobibeatur malicta ct timor ceteros sibi consimiles 
apprehendat, ne contra aliquem injuste acciones confingant fallacea^ , 
Et vestram regaliam serenissimam ad regni vestri utriusque gubt 
nionem felicem, sic dirigat Jesus Cbristus, ut hujus vite januis coi 
clusis in vitam transferal elernalem. Scripium Oxonie in 
congregan'tmis domo mtnsis Marcii die undivicesimo. Vestre se 
potentissime bumillima oratrix Univeraitaa siudii Oxoniensis. 



146. 
b. To John, Baron Gutenstein. 

The renown of your greal deeds is spread throughout the ChrisK^ 
ivorld, compelling the gratitude of every minister of the Church. 
vie, who have received your letter^ in a more especial manner rejoice a 
your conquest of the arch-hereiick. In this worldyou may not, but in the 
next yon surely will receive the due reward of your work, and we shall 
not fail lo 6eg that his majesty the King will make a favourable response 
loyour letter. 

PoTENTi et nobili viro, Johanni Baroni ' do Gutenstein, domino in 
Babensiein. 

Spectabili et virtuoso domino, catholice fidei inexpugnabili pro- 
pugnaculo, pro victoria inimici crucis Christi suavitatem crucis de- 
gustare, et cum Dei militibus gloriosis triumphalia glorie laurea 
coronari. Graciosissimi vestri gesius celcbre preconium, per universos 
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Chrisd fidelium tennioos longe lateque diffusum, omnium servorum | 

in Dei ecclesia ministrancitun devoUssimos animos ad vesire magnifice 
laudis et favoris amplejtum merito inclinavit. Nos lamen, ad quos 
vestra magnificencia direxit suae litteras, spccialius gratulamur, dum, 
ex singulari gracia in vestre virtutis brachio, captus est ille velus 
sacrosancte ecclesie hostis, quem heresiarcham tocius orbis publica 
vox et fama proclamant. O felix brachium I felixque gladius vester 
evangelicus, qui de evangelice veritatis scvissimo iniraico meruit 
obtinere vicloriam ; eodemque viriliter devicto, turbulenta tcmpora 
pacis beneficio feliciler restaurare ! Ncc deerunt in futurum votive 
retribucionis munera magnanimitati vestre. Licet in presenti milicie 
vesire eC laboris immensitati non arrideat forsan cqua merces, lamen 
mililum suorum non obliviscelur Deus, quos In fine et tempore accepto 
elernalis premii gloria saciabil. Nos quoque devocione prompt issiro a, 
qua tenemur, penes illustrissimum dominum regem instabimus, qua- 
linus, juxta juris el justicJe complemcnlum, litleranim vestrarum con- 
gniutn reci{>ere valeatis responsum. Militarem veslram emincnciam, 
ad felix ecclesie et fidei robur, per diuturna in prosperis conservet 
temjrara virtus sanguinis Crucifixi. Scripium Oxonic in noslre con- 
gregacionis domo, mensis April I's die quinto. Universitas studii 
^^^ Ozontensis. 

Testimonial letter for Master Thomas Brewer, Fol. 57 a, 

Meuorakdum, quod undecimo die raensis Maii sigillata fuii liticra 1440. 
testimonialis magis^i Thome Brewer, in artibus magistri et sacre 
theologie baccalarii, anno Domini miUesimo quadringentesimo quadra- 

H ! 

^H To the Pope. 

^^f We art dnired by the Duke nf Gloueesler to write to your holiness in 
hthalf of Master Edmund Kyrton : and we feel bound, tlumgh ine had 
not been asked to do so, to say that His character is unimpeachable and 
his learning great He has -also ever been a staunch defender, both by 
disputation and preaching, of the church and of the holy see. With all 
humility, therefore, we venture lo support the suit of the Duke in his 
favour. 

Sjsnctiss[»o in Christo patri et domino, Domino Eugenio, divina 1440. 
providencia sacrosancle Romane et universalis ecclesie summo 
pontificL 
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Pridie, beatissime pater, illustrissimus Gloucestrie dux Humfridm 
suum per nuncium noa rogavit, quatenus celsitudini vestre apostolice" 
signiiicare vellemus cujtisdam confratris nostri, magisiri Edmimdi 
Kyrlon. docloris sacre iheologie, vite integriiatem ac litleranim 
erudicionem ; ut per nos sanctilas vestra plenius informata suorum 
invidorum maledictis nuUam prorsu3 credenciam largiretur. Noa 
vero, non ut rogati sed pocius obligati, vestram celsitudinem apos- 
tolicam cerciorem eflicimus predicium confratrem nostrum, vinim 
doctissimum in nostra Universitate, bone farne, vite honesle, opinionis 
illese fuisse. Et preter hec, dom cursum ejus scolasticum apud noa 
laudabiliter perficeret, pro honore ac exaltacione Romane sedis et 
pontificalus vestri jam arguendo, Jam respondendo, jam predicandoJ 
ita illustrem se habuit, ut gradum ipsum magistratus digne protnere- 1 
retur, lolique cetui doctorum ipsius advenlu magnum decus advenisse, I 
Beatitudini ', ut esistimamus, vestre notus ; nam, ut informamur, i 
consistorio generali quorum felicis rccordacionis domino Marlino perfl 
confirm acionem predecessoris sui laudabiliter proposuit. Ad pedeaX 
igilur vestre beatitudinis provoluli idem quod ipse dux iUustrissimus I 
rogat et nos rogamus afTectuosis precibus. Supplicamus u( magistrum J 
antedictum recommissimi in sua gracia habere dignetur aposlolica 1 
celsitudo. Verum cum singulas illius magisiri prcfati vinules narrare | 
longnm esset, et, si vellemus, propter nuncii celeritatem nequeamus, I 
tamen in iis que eciam de devocionc et ze!o nostro erga Romanam I 
sedem et bcaiitudincm vestram nuncio litterarum regie majesiatis et I 
principis antedicti, cui credencia Iradita est, fldcm indubiam adhibere| 
dignetur vesira apostolica ceisitudo. Quam Omnipolens cons< 
dignetur ad bonum regimen ecclesie sue sancte. Scriplum Oxoniit\ 
in ttostre congrtgacionis domo, vicesimo die Maii. Sanctitatis vestre'l 
humillimi oraiores Cancellarius Universitatis vestre Oxoniensis celua- 
que unanimis magiatronim regencium et non-regencium in eadem. ' 



Acquittance of Oseney Abbey. 

Mehorakduu, quod seplimo die Fcbruarii sigillata fuit acquietancia | 
viginii sex soiidorum oclo denariorum Abbati et conventui de Oseneya, 
nomine cujusdam annue pensionis ab eisdem debite pro termino I 
omnium Sanctor^im. 

' These paBsagcs ore irHnscribed precisely B9 they stand ID the MS., nor is thcrs J 
luiy tUfTicnlty in deciphering tbii epistle. As has lieen obaerved beTare, the epistlet I 
which !ire writlen in the moat eletUly hand have inynriably more errors 
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L A Grace, conditional on payment of five pounds to 
ft the new schools' fund. 

■ MsMORANDVH, quod gracia MyJJIeham condilionatur quod solvat 1440. 
KlqtDnque marcas ad faLiricam novarum scolarum, el hoc infra annum 
Fa die concessionis gracie prcdicte. 

A Fine paid by a Guardian of the Lincoln Chest. 

MEUoRANsirii, quod undcvicesimo die Marcii sigillala fuit ac- 1440. 
quielancia sedecim solidorom irium denariorum magistro Roberto 
Ampleford pro cista Lincolniensi, ex condemnacione judicum ejusdem 
ciste. 

148. 
To the Duke of Gloucester. Fol. 57! 

When we remrmber your many splendid donations to us, wt cannot but 
txloiyour great munificence, and the natural inclination of your genius 
/(ir literature, which have prompted you to send us seven more volumes of 
peculiar beauty by the hands of Master John Kyrkehy. Your success lit 
the conduct of civil government, and your victories in war at home 
and abroad, are indeed signal titles to glory ; but this your benefaction to 
us is in a peculiar sense befitting your character, and will out-live 
the transitory fame of all your other exploits. Statues, sculptures, and 
graven brass will not so long preserve the memory of the great as will 
the living records of history. How can we express our thanks f It is 
but little we do, but whereinsoever we can show our gratitude, we skttU 
6t ever ready to obey your commands. 

I Serenissiho ac iliustrissitno principi HumTrido, duci Gloucestrle, i44d- 
comiti Pembrochie, magno CamerarJo Anglic, el domino el proteclori 
nostro graciosissimo. 

Eiernis laudum preconiis serenitatem vestram, illuslrissirae princeps, 
mulio omnium maxime nos, humiles ac devoti ejusdem seretiiiaiis 
cultores, extollere et magnificare non ab re tenemus, si excelsa et 
preclara ipsa sublimitatis vestre munera, sepe aepissimeque nobis 
supplicibus oraloribus vestris graciosissime prestita, ante mentis nostre 
aciem devocione debila revocemuB, Tam abundans profecto alque 
exuberans in nos est bonitas magnilicencie vestre, animus prelerea 
ingenuus iia in artes ac scienciaa in . . . ' denique omnium facultaium 
prolicuum incensus, ut, preler cetera beneficia preclaro ac vere regio, 
seu verius divino, illo centum viginti sex voluminum dono, que baud 
' A word losi here b; abruion of MS. 
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dubium pro mullitudme ac tnagnitudine spectaculum est videi 
malrem nostram Universitalem neqiiaquam vos satis omasse putatis, 
nisi septem eciam aliis admirandi apparatus voluminibus, per dilectum 
confratrem nostrum magistrum Johannem Kyrkeby, ad nos jam 
tarde a celsitudine vestra Iransmissis, numerum prediclum magnifice 
augeretis. Sed hec, serenissime princeps, excellentissima res est, ct 
que magnitudinem vestram quam masime deceal. Licet enim summa 
regni negocia, sub felici ducatu ac fortunatis augpiciis vestris tam 
bcate et prospere semper directa, parte insuper tocies de estrancia 
iniraneis quoque hostibus victorie, cetereqiie istiusmodi innumerose 
preclarissime res per vos gesle, que immense laudis litolo commen- 
dande semper existunt, nomenvestrum celebre plurimum ac gloriosuni 
effecerint, hec tamen pcculiariter inter alias res sublimitatem vestram 
adoniat, vestrique nominis famam multo ceteris gloriosiorem ac 
mirabitiorem reddit. Ac ubi de aliis gestis et factis fragilem alque 
tranaitoriam, de hac sola re eternam memoriam comparalis. Superioris 
etatis principibus sculpturis marmoreis, aeu eneis celaturis, vel mortuis 
quibusdam imaginibus sui memoriam relinquere vetusta consuetudo 
fuit, vos quidem non mortuis sed vivis librorum monimentis, cunctis 
imraortale seculis, vestri nominis memoriale reliquisiis. Hec profedo 
sunt, que oullis futuris lemporibus laudes et preconia vestra, nee 
celebcrrimum nomen anle oblitum ire patientur, quam omne virtutis 
sludium percat, vel qui lillcras legere ac intelligere sciant nulli omnino 
reperianlur. Cum cetera quidem mortalia cursu continuo fluant, libri 
tamen ac littere, ut viva qucdam ac perpctua rerum geslamm moni- 
i> menta, semper expectant, Sed pro tanlis, tam amplis tamque 
magnificis donis et beneficiis, quale vobis sacrificium ofTcrre debemua, 
excogitare certe nescimus. Multo quidem pluris beneficia ac dona 
ista sunt, quam quod ipsi valemus exsolvere. Verum hoc unum, 
quod possimus, fidelissime ac devoiissime oratores vestri semper 
erimus; in eterna quoque apud [nos]' ac celeberrima fama memoria 
nominis vestri permanebil. Quam vero in iis, que ad veslram com- 
placenciam per nos fieri possint, mandaiis, desideriis, rogalibusque 
vestria proni alque obnoxii semper fuerimus ; in gracia frairis Johannis 
Kyry, sacre theologie bachilarii, pro qua jam nuper ad nos serenitas 
vestra scripsil, ostendimus: cum quo, sola contemplacione domina- 
cioiiis vestre, sub certis condicionibus pro regencia sua anni fuiuri 
graciose dispensavimus ; et graciam suam juxla voium ac sacrum 
desiderium vestrum modificavimus : sicut et promptissimum animum 
semper habemus ad quecunque faciendum, que celsitudo vestra a 
nobis peragi oplaverit. Quam, ad regni gloriam, cleri et ecclcsie 
> iioi oiiiilled in MS. 



EPISTOLAE ACADEMJCAE. 



199 



fulcimenlum, nostramque precipue consolacionem, prosperis in Domino 
successibus regat et protegat Rex regum et Dominus dominancium. 
Datum Oxonk in nosire eongrtgacionis dome, measis Februarii die 
ultimo. Humillima el perpclua oraUix vestra Universitas siinlii 
Oxonie. 

Two acquittances of Eynsham Abbey. 

Mkuoranduh, quod vicesimo secundo die Marcii, anno Domini 1440. 
millesimo quadringentesimo quadragesimo sigillata fuit acquieiaiicia 
Abbati et convenlui de Eyneshara, de annua pensione quinquaginia 
duonim solidonim. 

Eisdem die et anno sigillata full acquielancia predictis Abbati et 
conventui, de annua pensione sedecim solidorum pro centum pauperi- 
bus scolaribus pascendis in die S. Nicholai. 

I testimonial letters for Masters Stephen Raff, Thomas 
B Kyppyng, Thomas Sebrok, and John Andevere. 

Memoran'di'h, quod decimo die mensis Maii sigillata fuit liitera i44i- 
tcstimonialis, sub forma communi, Magistrt Stephani Raff, sacre 
ibeologie professoris, anno Domini millesimo quadringentesimo quadra- 
gesimo primo. 

Alemorandum, quod vicesimo tercio die mensis Mali sigillata fuit 
littera testimonialis, sub fonna communi, magislri Thome Kyppjug, 
arcium magistri, anno Domini millesimo quadringentesimo quadra- 
gesimo primo. 

Memorandum ', quod quarto die mensis Julii anno Domini millesimo 
quadringentesimo quadragesimo primo sigillata fuit littera testimonialis, Pol- 5^ ^ 
sub communi forma, pro magistro Thoraa Sebrok, doctore sacre 
iheologie, professore, &c. 

Memorandum, quod anno Domini millesimo quadringentesimo 
quadragesimo primo, mensis Julii die lercio, sigillata full lillera testi- 
monialis, sub communi forma, magistri Johannis Andevere, sacre 
pagine professoris. 

149. 

To the Presidents and Chapter of the Benedictine 
monks now assembled. 
The University being lo/id/otis that Ike merit of her sons should not be 
^hidden under a bushel, but thai by being publicly known it may encourage 
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olhtrs, commends to your favourable notice sevtral dulinguhhed n 
of your order. 

Vgnekabilibus patribus presidenlibus nigrorum monachorum ordinis 
S. Benedicli in Anglia. et sacro ac general! capitulo eorumdem nunc 
in Dei spiritu presencialiler congrcgato. 

Venerabiles palres, prospera successuum incrcmenta ad sacre matris 
ecclesie religionisque vestre coniinuum rulcimencum. Sotet Univereitas 
mater nostra, ab antiquis exemplata parentibus, vinuosam vilam pariter 
et studium suorum filiorum ad communem omnium deducere noticiam ; 
quo magis ex hoc alii virtuosorum antecedencium gesia consimilia 
imilentur. Igitur, ne matris nostre taciturn it ate vclata ', filiorum suorum 
magistronim, Wilklrai Ebchester, Jobannis Andevere, Ricardi Barton, 
Jobannis Mody et Johannis Burneby, sacre tlieologie doctonim, necnon 
magislri Willelmi Mortone, decrelorum docloris, sacri ordinis vesiri 
monachorum, ardenlea lucerne lalescant sub modio — quorum teneras 
infancias suavis doctrine pavit dulcedine, deinde solidioris substancie 
cibo suis educavit in laribus ; unde* sacre theologie et apostolicorum 
Canonum cathedras meruerunt ascendere doctorales, inter alios litera-^J 
tissimos ejusdem ordinis viros : — rogitat vestre religionis patres ceteroe 
que, quatenus Ipsos suscipere his matris nostre precibus dignemiii 
specialiier commendatos, (idemque eis ex parte nostra credulam a 
hibete. Et venerabiiem cetum vestnim prospcrari facial Deus, qi^ 
illius sancte congregacionis vestre principium est et finis. Scrtptu 
Oxofiie in nostre congregacionis dome, mtnsis Julii die quinto. Uni-^ 
versitas Oxoniensis. 



■150. 

To the Pope. 

Commends lo his holiness Master Richard Pytton, Dean ofDarUngloit^ 
sometime Master of University College, the oldest of our fouttdatims, vakam 
has business to transact at Pome. 

Sanctissimo in Christo patri et domino noatro, Domino Eugenio, ^ 
diviua providencia sacrosancle Romane ac universalis ecclesic summo J 
pontifici. 

Bealissime pater, devola pedum oscula beaiorum. Magna sanclitas J 
vestre patcrnitatis et immensa opera, que in tocius orbia prodierunt I 
noticiam, ille quoque radius benignissimi favoris ' vestri, suam illustrans 1 
ancillam mero ' apostolico, nos vestros obsequiosissimos filios animant 
candem ad aaiictitatem ' devocius exorandam pro vestro devote filio et 
' veliUi^ ' dtniU MS. ' vavoris ib. ' mtrt I 
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confratre nostro, magislro Ricardo Pytton, decano ecclesie de Derlyng- 
lon Dunelmensis dioccais, in sacra iheoiogia baccalario, el nuper 
magistro coUegii antiquioris Universitatis prcdicie; viro ' morum el 
scienciarum fragrancia vcmanle, provido et circumspecto ; qui coram 
eanclitaie vestra certa, ut dicit, habet prosequi negocia. Quapropter 
eandem sanclitatem vestram humilUme ac devotissime rogilamus, qua- 
linus, nostraium precum supplici interventu, prefatum magistrum cum 
suis negociis specialius conamcndatum dignetur snscipere veslra apio- 
slolica celsitudo. Quam, ad Dei laudem et sancte matria ecclesie 
rulcimenlum, preservare dignetur semper in prosperis, Cujus vicem 
geritis in lerris, Jesus Chrislus. Scriptum Oxonie in notire cmgrega- 
cionis domo, mensis Julii die ultimo. Humillima aposColice sanctitatis 
ancijla, Universitas Oxoniensis. 



To the King. FoLsgft 

y'our x(al /or every good rvari, and especially for the worship of God 
and Ike welfare 0/ the church and clergy, emures our readiness to comfdy 
with your wishes ; and whereas you do not consider the terms we offered 
for the rent of Bedel hall sufficient, we request permission either to 
purchase the same, or to acquire it by exchange. 

Sekekissihe et iliustrissimc princeps, divinus ille et celestis ardor, i 
quo in preclarissima omnium virtutum opera, in ea vero maxime que 
ad Dei cultum, ecclesie et cleri gloriam cedunt, regius semper inQam- 
maiur animus, nos humillimos oratores vestros summopere' invitani, 
ut votis regiis obedientes exsequamur quecunque per nos fieri regia' 
duKerit celsitudo. Undo et cum, ob virtuiis incrementum, augmemum 
studii atque cleri, ad preces et supplicaciones dilecti capellani vestri 
magislri Johannis Carpenter, viri nostra opinione vita, moribus, doc- 
trina, necnon cunctis animi virtutibus inter ceteros alme Universitatis 
matris nostre ajumnos prestaotissimi, pro aula quadam nostra vocata 
' Bedclhall ' in eadem Universilate predicta capellano veairo ac suc- 
cessoribus suis pro certa pcnsione annua in perpctuum concedenda, 
sacra majestas vestra pluries scripserit; nos vero, ut decel, sanctum 
vestrum desiderium et felix dicti capellani vestri proposilum interna 
mentis acie considerantes, quum preterea estimatione nostra ex hac re 
Universitaii mairi nostre lucrum fulurum sit, negare omnino non 
audemus quod injungitis. At licet in eadem pcnsione decern solido- 
rum, quam jam nuper obtulimus, queque adtnoilum racionabilis nobis 
' vire MS, ' iumoftrt ib. ' regea ib. 
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fuisse ndebaiur, magnttudini vestre el litteris prioribus nos satisrecisse 
Bpcrassemus, cum jam tamen per secundos apices eandem ma^ni- 
ludinem de dicta pensions minime contentam esse intelUgamus, tan< 
qoam jussionibus ct vods regiis omnium semper obsequiosissimi atqu* 
promptisstmi filii, preler id qnod a nobis prius est obktum, contemn 
{Jacione celsitudinis vestre prefato magistro nunc de duobas aliis 
opcionem atque elecdonem concedimus ; ad aulam videlicet integiam 
eroendam, vel cum viclu alio commutandam, juxta tenorem sedule 
presenlibus intercluse. Qua in re et serenitati vestre placabile sacri- 
licium obtulisse, ac dicli magisCri Jobannis intencionem nos implesse 
confidimus. lUud autem humillime et devoiissime a celsitudine vestn 
deposcimus, quatinus, si aulam predictam vel integje vendere, vel pro 
victu alio nos juxta votum vestrum commutare oporleal, ut eandem 
celsitudinem, in novo victu amortizando et incorporando, notua 
graciosam et benevolam inveniamus. Oratores quoque vestri sumos 
ct continue erimus. £t sacratissima majestas vesira diu prosperetnr 
et floreat. Scriptum Oxonit in nostre congregacionis domo, nunsit A\ 
gusli die prima. Humillima et perpetua oratrix vestra Universitas 
Oxoniensis. 



152. 
To the Duke of Gloucester. 

JfoL 59 b. 1/ refinemenl of life and manners, if jusli(i,viagnificence,andliberaiity 
tan confer immorlal famt, surely it will be yours. In vain vie teart ' 
Ihe records of the past, vie find nme to surpass you in divine knatukd^ 
and literary culture. And your fame is not confined to your own iand^, 
already it has crossed the sea and the Alps. A flood of literattm' 
translated from Ihe Greek to the Latin tongue and dedicated to yoi^ 
name is flowing onwards ; and not only so, bul daily study and nighty 
watching are devoted to the production of viorki in our own languagt. 
ft is indeed a grateful sight to see the number of volumes that now comt 
to us from every part of the world. Under your patronage GreA 
literature, which had lain buried for to many centuries, has now come 
to life again. Now we can study in the original language Ihe worki 
of Plato, ArislolU, and the other Greek philosophers. And if the Latin 
races owe you thanks, how much more gratitude should vie English 
feel, rejnoved as we are from the rest of the world by intervening sea and 
land? Now, through your books, we can see the secret things that Africa 
and A sia have hitherto kept concealed. There was an University here it it 
true, but study there was none, for we had no books I Jf then Ihe Trojant 
boast of their Hector, the Thessalians their Aehiltrs, the Macedoniant 
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ihiir Akxandtr, the Romans thtir Caesar, we Oxonians are bound lo 
extol our Hum/rey wilh immortal gratitude and praise. The hearer of 
this will convey to you the indenture 0/ your splendid benefaction. 

Skb£nissuio atque illustrissimo principi, Humfredo duci Glowcestre, 
comiti Pembrochie et raagno camerario Anglie, domino nostro gracio- 
Eissimo. 

Si de clarissimis et spectatissimis in tolo orbc principibus quisquam 
Qominis immortalilaiem unquam meruerit, celsitudinem veslram, illus- 
trissime princeps, imer ceteros peculiar! quodam raodo pcrpetuam ac 
immortalem nominis gloriam credimus meruisse ; si prolecto de iis 
rebus, e quibus sempiiema fama atque memoria liominibus com- 
paranlur, loquendum fueril. Quis vita comptior, moribus formosior, 
gcstis illuslrior \ justicia, magnificencia, liberalitaCe, omni dcnique 
virtule preclarior extitit, dc hiis quos prisca etas masimo studio coluit 
non facile reperiemus. Tot quidem splendidissime virlutes ', et ipsa 
quam tnaxime celestis ac di\ina sciencia, necnon litteratura dignitatem 
vcstram adornant, ut non modo apud nostros eternutn et indelebile ' 
nomen feceritis, verum Jam mare Alpesque transgresse. Non vobis, 
sereniasime princeps, sed et toti Anglice nacioni famam et gloriam 
inextinguibilem acquisisiis. Nullus enim inter principes Christianos, 
apud Ytalog Grecosve scriplores celebrior, nullus clarior, nullum omnium 
ore personancior habetur. Quanta industria tot indies libri vestro 
sacratissimo nomini consecrati de Grecorum fontibus in Latinam 
linguam scaturiunt \ Quantis insupcr lugubracionibus et vigiliis, non 
modo ui celeri ex Grecis traducani, sed et contemplacioni magnitudinis 
vesire nova in nostram iioguam excudant opera, non nostrates solum 
sed ipsi eliam eloquendssirai el doctissimi de Italia viri insudavcnmt I 
Quo! preterea non de Grecia, Latia, Vtaliave, sed de omnibus tocius 
orbis parlibus volumina ad vos' colidie confluxerint satis superquc ' 
satis pulcnim el delectabile est intueri. Patrocinio vestro Grece ", que 
multis jam seculis liltere sepulte fueranl, revixere. Nunc Grecos 
philosophos, bene vivendi raagistros, Plalonem, Aristotelcm, ceteros 
quoque non superlicie tenus, et intute uli per priores translaciones, 
sed intus et in profundo f Lalinis] ' cernendi copia dalur. Quod si 
Latini omnes gracias abundantJssiraas sublimitati vestre justissime pro 
lanlo munere debeant, maxime nos Anglici, qui in angulo mundi con- 
stituti sumus : quos quanquam [lelagus spacioaissimaque tcrrarum Iocs 
a proBpeclu rerum mundialium impediant, per hos tamen libros et 
volumina vestra liber et propatulus omnium rerum dalur intuitus. 



' virlutii MS. 
' Grttt gut fHiu ilk 



indtlibili ih. * neji ' infer sa/isfut Mi\ 

' jMiiniSj ippaiently iliould be omitted, ib. 
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Nihil Africa, nihil Asia secretum conLinet, quod non in hiis volo-' 
minibus aperle legamus. Studium litterarum, quod primum apud 
Greco9, detnde apud Romanes, postremo apud Gallos fuisse testanlur 
historic, jam ope vestra in hanc almara patriam translatum est. Uni- 
versitas istic antea fortasse exstitit, stadium vero non. Sine qnibus 
profecto studium subsistere nequil, libri defuerunt; quos nunc omni 
thesauro preciosiores habemus. Si itaque Troyes suum Hectorem, 
Thessali Achillem, Macedones Alexandrum, Romani Cesarem in 
celum eternis laudibus efierant, nos OKonienses nostrum Humrndum 
immortalibus laudibus efferre debemus ; gracias insuper maximas pro 
infinitis vestris beneficiis humillime eisolvere; quas sane lolo corde 
agimus, ac inter cetera precipue pro illo excelso et magniiico dono* 
librorum, quos per dilectos clericos vestroa, viros mulla virtute rt 
sciencia preclaros, confratres nostros magistros Willeimum Say, alme 
hujus Universitatis procuratorem, et Johannem Kyrkby ad nos nupcTi 
liberalissime deslinastis ; uti et per indenturam, serenitaii vestre per 
latorem presencium deportatam, oculis celsitudinis vestre potent ap- 
parere ' : quam ad omnium nostrum gloriam diu feliciter prospierai{< 
facial Qui omnia potest. Scriplum in nostre congregacionis domo, tiunsA 
Novembris die decimo. Perpelua et humillima oratrix vesira UniversilM. 
Osoniensis. 
I. Indenture of acknowledgement of receipt of nine 

more books. 
Hec indentura, facta inter venerabilem vjrum, magistrum Willeimum 
Grey, Cancellarium Universitatis Oxoniensis, magistrum Johannem 
Kyllyngworlh, ejusdem Universitatis alterum procuratorem, cetumquo 
venetabilem magistrorum regencium in eadem ex parte una, el magis- 
tris Willeimum Say et Johannem Kyrkeby ex parte altera, lestalur 
quod nos, predicti Cancellarius, procurator, celusque magistrorum 
regencium Universitatis antedicte, recepimus de prefaCis magisiris 
Willelmo et Johanne libros infrascriptos, ex dono illustrissimi prindpis 
Humfridi ducis Gloucestrie ; In primis, videlicet, Rabanum ' Ad 
Lodawicum regan', secundo folio, ^Domino reverendissimo' Item, 
Aogustinum ' Di civilate Dei,' secundo folio, ' in tabula de qualilalt.' 
Item, librum Augustini diversorum operum, videlicet, ' Musice,' ' Contra 
Manickeos^ et aliorura, secundo folio ' et comos.' Item, Augustini, qui 
Grece dicltur ' Exameron' secundo folio ' spirituali! Ilcm, Augustini 
'Super Getuiiml cimi aliis, secundo folio 'quia uh'.' Iiem, Liber 
' yponttoflicm ' Augustini, secundo folio 'propAeU.' Item, Augustini 
' De vita Christiana,' secundo folio, ' se invenisse.' Item, Titum Livium, 
secundo folio, ' -lo spes.' Item, ' Coruordancia super libros Senece' 
' dome MS. ' nfreire ib. 
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secundo folio, 'aiivtrsa.' Item, Novum opoi 
secundo folio, "■ combinacimis' In cujus 






Arilhmeiicam,' 
Eigillum, &c. 



Testimonial letter for Master Alexander Robynet. 

Memorandum, quod vicesimo tercio die mensis Novcmbris, anno i4+i' 
Domini millesimo quadringentesimo quadragesimo primo, sigillata erat 
una litlera teslimonialis, sub sigiUo et forma communi, pro magistro 
Alexandro Robynet, arcium m agist ro. 

Acquittances of Eynsham and Oseney Abbeys. 

MEMORAHDrM, quod tercio die mensis Februarii, sigillata fuit ac- 1441. 
quietancia Abbati et conventui de Enesham, de annua pensione 
quinquaginta duorum solidorum, anno Domini millesimo quadrin- 
gentesimo quadragesimo primo. 

Eisdcm anno et die, sigillata fuit acquietancia Abbaii ct conventui 
de Osney de annua pensione viginti sex solidorum octo denariorum. 

Memorandum, quod quinio die mensis Februarii, anno Domini 
millesimo quadringentesimo quadragesimo primo, sigillata fuit ac- 
quietancia Abbaii el Conventui de Enysham, de annua pensione 
sedecim solidorum, pro centum pauperibus scolaribus pascendis in 
die S. Nicholai, &c. 

Memorandum, quod undevicesimo die Februarii, anno Domini mil- 
lesimo quadringentesimo quadragesimo primo, sigillata erat quedam 
littera testimonialis, de quadragtnta solidis, Lberatis cuslodibus ciste 
domine Ele quondam Comitisse de Warwyk, per manus magistri 
lohannis Kyllyngworth, ad tunc procuratoris borealJs'. 

ft Ordinance for tbe Exeter Chest. Fol. 6ob 

' - Whtrras John, duke of Exiltr, considering how charitable a work il 
« to relieve the wants 0/ poor scholars, and so enable them lo devote their 
minds lo knowledge and virtue, hat, of his special regard for this Uni- 
versity, bequeathed lo us the sum of one hundred marks ; we have deposited 
the said sum in a new chest provided for Ihal purpose and to be called 
' the Exeter Chest 'for ever : and the said money shall be lent lo Mastert 
and scholars under the condilions hereinafter staled. 

Memora.vdifh, quod anno Domini millesimo quadringentesimo 1441. 
quadragesimo primo, vicesimo tercio die Februarii, sigillata erat que- 
dam Uttera indenlata sub tenore subscripto. 
j'Universis fidelibus, ad quos presentes liitere pervenerint, Willelmus 
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Grey, Cancellarius Universitatis Oxoniensis, cetusque unanimis maj 
tronim regenctum et non-regencium in eadem, salutem in oimiiuni 
Salvatore. Inter cetera caritalis opera pium esse dinoscilur studencium 
necc^tati consulere, necnon compassionis et misericordie ocolos ad 
eorum relevaodum indigencias convertere, ipsia de oportuno subsidio 
providendo; ut, summoiis ab eis inopie a studio distrahentis molesli 
lanto uberius eitercitacione scolastica fructus afferatur sciencie 
tutum, quatito abimdancius, largiflua eletnosinanun donacionc, tempo) 
oportuno de sua inedia' fucrint relevati. Hac igilur consideracii 
motus et divinitus in^piratus, iilustrissimus princeps Johannes 
Exoniensis, propter specialem benevolenciam et affeccionem, quas ad' 
magistros et scolares Universitatis nosire antedictc gessit, nobis ac 
Universitati predicle legavit ac donavit centum libras ; quas in pecunia 
numerata a venerabilibus viris magistro Thoma Walbore, cancellario 
capelle S. Stephani infra palacium regium in Westmonasterio, 
Johanne Bertram, annigero, prefati ducis executoribus, nos receplssc 
et habuisse recognoscimus ; in quadam nova cista communi Univt 
talis ad hoc depuianda reponendas et conservandas. Quam cistan 
es dicti serenissimi principis nomine cistam Exoniensem sive 
Exeter ' volumus perpeiuo nominari : ac dictas centum libras in i 
tatem magistrorum et scolarium in Universitate nostra studencium,' 
per viam mutui, convert!, secundum modum el formam per n< 
ordinatos et subscriptos. 



Desiring tJitrtfore to express our gratitude by making a sfitr 
recomperue to the donor for this his temporal benefit, we admit him among 
the number of our benefactors ; and grant him a participation in a 
prayers and intercessions offered for them for ever. And what li 
Chaplain of the University goes round to all the schools to invite prayert- 
for the benefactors, the name of the donor shall be specially mentioned. 
Also, on the festival of the Conversion of S. Paul every year, mass, for 
the repose of their souls, shall be said for the founder of this chest and 
Margaret his wife, and for their relations and executors, with spen'al 
collects. And every regent Master shall ailend until after the third 
' Agnus Dei,' and whosoever borrows from the said chest shall say fisf 
times the Paler noster and five times the Ave Maria for the said souls, 

Nos igitur. Cancellarius aniedicius cetusque unanimis magistromm 
regencium et non-rcgencium Universitatis antedicte, prefati illus- 
trissimi principis erga nos et Universitatem nostram munilicenciaiai 
ac largiialem graciarum accionibus amplectcnles, sibique spiritualem 
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retribucionem munerum rependere cupienies, eundcra inler bene- 
IfLCtores Universitatia noslre admitlimus; concedentes eidem quod 
particeps sit omnJum bonorani, precum et suffragionim, que pro 
benefactoribus dicte Universilatis fient in perpetuum ; et quod nomen 
ejusdem Dominibus beneractonim nostrorum inter cetera perpetuo 
ascribatur. Quodque, singulis annis, Capellano noslre Universi- 
tatis circumeunte scolas magislranim, ad orandum pro ejusdem Uni- 
versitatis benefactoribus, nomen prestantissimi dicti ac nobilissimi 
principis inter ceteros benefactores specialiter recitetur. Singulis in- 
super annis, in festo conversionis S, Pauli, pro anima prefati iUustris- 
simi domini et animabus Margarete consortis sue, parcncium, pro- 
genilonim, ac benefactorum suonim, necnon Thome et Johannis, 
esecutorum ejusdem, et omnium fidelium defunctorum missa de 
'requiem,' cum exsequiis mortuorum precedentibus, simul concur- 
renter cum missa et exsequiis serenissimi et illustrissimi Edwardi 
tercii, quondam regis Anglie, cum special! coUecta pro eisdem, post 
primam coUectam, a nobis et successoribus nostris flet in perpetuum 
Celebris et solempnis, cum diacono et subdiacono ; singulis magistris 
regentibus ad hoc more solilo convocandis ; quorum quilibet hujus- 
modi misse ad minus a principle Evangelii usque post tercium 'Agnus 
Dei' nisi prius petita a CanccUario Ucencia alque optcnta, in fide 
prestita Univcrsitati interesse lenealur. Item, quod quilibet mutuum 
de dicta cista recipiens bona lide promittat, quod pro anima died 
principis, nee non animabus Margarele uxoris sue, parcncium, pro- 
genitorum ac benefactorum suorum, dictorumque execuiorum et 
omnium fidelium defunctorum, quinquiea oracionem Dominicam 
tociensque saluiacJonem Angelicam devote dicet. 

The regiilationi for Ihe guardians of this cheil shall be ihe same at 
those for Ihe Langlon ChesI ; except that one of the guardians shall 
always be a member of Queens College, and all the statutes and customs 
ttow in force, or hereafter to be made for the management of the chests, 
shall also be observed in the case of the Exeter Chest. 

Quoad cuslodiam dicte ciste et summe pecunic reponende in eadem 
volumus et concedimus, quod sit ejusdem condicionis, quoad singula, 
cum cista venerabilis patris domini Johannis de Langton, episcopi 
quondam Cicestrensis ; hoc duntaitat excepto, quod tercius cuslos ciste 
predicte, scilicet non-rcgens, erit semper de collegio Regine ; dummodo Fol. 61 a. 
per Universitatem in forma consueta nominatus, electus et ad hujusmodi 
officium fideliter exsequendum juratus fuerit ; si sic electus acceptare 
voluerit. Item, quod omnia statuta et consuetudines laudabiles con- 
lervacionem cisiarum concernencia, nunc per Universiialem noatram 
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facia ve] in posterum facienda, dum present! ordinacioni nullatenutf 
repugnent, circa predicte ciste cusiodiam observentur. Ad premissa 
autem omnia el singula fidcUter et sine fraude perpeluo factenda ct 
inviolabiliter observanda, nos, Cancellarius et magistri predicli abliga- 
mus nos et successores noslros; et ea omnia facere et observare in 
perpetuum promittimus bona fide. In cujus rei testimonium huic parti 
indenture, penes dictos executores remanenii, sigillum commune nostre 
Universitalis est appensum. Datum in nosire congrtgacionis dome, 
vicesimo tfTcio die mtnsis Februartt, anno Domini milltsimo guadrin- 
gmttsimo guadragesimo prima, el anno regni regis Henrici sexH posi 
conguestum AngJie vicesimo. 

Testimonial letter issued for Master Roger Grey. 

Memorandum, quod septimo dccimo die mensis Marcii, anno DomiiU' 
millesimo quadringentesimo quadragesimo primo, sigiilata fuit lilter 
lestimonialis pro magistro Rogero Gray. 

153- 

To the King. 

We call lo Ttmembrancc wilh wondtr the great benevolence you hat 
shown towards us in the past, and there can be no greater proof of you 
abiding /amour than that, in the midst of your cares and anxieties fa. 
the kingdom, you yet do not forget us. In truth the peace and safety ^ 
this seat of learning is, as you consider, above all things to be desires 
and is an ornament and source of happiness to your kingdom. 7S 
discord and disturbances among us, have been wisely and mereiful^ 
handled by your prudent management, and we desire to express 
eternal gratitude. 

Serenissiho principi, domino nostro metuendissimo, Henrico, Dd 
gracia Anglie et Francie regi illustrissimo. 

Sereoissimo et Christianissimo principi, Anglie et Francie illi 
trissimo regi, subjecciones honores et gracias cum omni devocione et 
humilitate. CoUecto superioris vite nosire sludio nos rem magnilicain 
et excelsara aggredi visum est, omnemque dicendi copiam anteire, 
dum vestra in nos beneficia, pietates et mansuettidines, invictissime 
ac meluendissime princeps, ante mentis nostre oculos studuimus ante- 
poni ; quanlisque, retroactis semper temporibus, hanc vestram Univer- 
sitatem amplissimis graciis divinisque liberalitatibus vesira sacra 
majestas omavit. Quamquc httmana, quam pia, quam mansueta 
Universitalis vestre cura semper vos tenuit, et nunc tenet, bumanissima 
nuper vesire serenitalts scripla docebani ; in quibus singularis in earn 
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cujusdain pietatis, singulare et ammirabilis benevoleticie veslre lumen 
illuxit. Equidem non vidcmua quid nobis humanius, quid bene- 
ficencius, quid denique vestra clemencia atque gloria dignius facere 
potuistis, quam, in maxima poblicarum occupacionum sollicitudine, ad 
felicilatem incolumitalemque Universilatis vestre pias benevolencie 
acies alque provide ntissirae consideracionis oculos retorquere. Magna 
profecio pieias et regalis gracie cuknine digna, quam nee plurimarum 
rerum cure, nee turbulenius status amplissimarum regionum atque 
terrarum, que dicioni et imperio vestro sunt subjecte, a cognicione 
quoque hujus vestri celeberrimi litterarum tnonimenii, aut vestrorum 
lutela revocavit : quasi incolumitatem tranquillitatenique ' suam vobis 
omnibus aliis rebus anteponendam, et ad omamenlum regni beaci- 
tudinemque imperii vestri magnopere redundaturam censeretis. 
Itaque, princeps sercnissime, vestre celsitudini gracias etemas et 
Immortales agentes, banc sacram benevolenciam atque divinum in noB 
aludium vestrum pcrpetua memoria sempiternaque observancia et 
devocione venerari, colere et celebrare deerevimus. Nam quod 
matrem nostram vcstram devolissimam oratricem, que a divinis rciro 
principibus progeniloribus vestris preclare fundaia, a vestra vero 
clemencia non solum conservata venim eciam amplissimis rebus Fol. 61 b. j 
amplificata fuerit, jam nuper domesticis pcrturbacionibus, et intcatinis 
sedicionibus kceratam, tarn humaniter tamque clementer in ejus Curbu- 
lento siatu tractaveritis, et humanitatem vestram congralulando colimos, 
« admirando veneramur sapienciam. Vidit profecto vestra summa 
sapiencia atque virtus in sapientibus, et in iis qui bonis artibus et 
sapiencie studiis diligenier incumbant, non aulem in illis perdilis et 
sediciosis hominibus, qui sua lemeritale ac furore bonos et studiosos 
viros solliciiant, vestram Universitatem eonsislere ; indignumque esse 
ut, propter pauconim improbilalem, matris nostre languentis integritas 
et innocencia altqua jactura aut pena afBciatur. Itaque vestra provi- 
dencia rcgia illis improbis et sediciosis maximum incussit terrorem, 
atque vestra clemencia Universitatem concussam et indigne vexatam, 
et quasi in sinum vestrum, ut ita loquamur, confugientem summa 
benevolencia ct divina pietate complectilur. Unde effecium est ut 
mali, consciencia malefaclorum et juste pene formidine, contabescant ; 
et vcsira Univcrsitas de magna perturbacione exui gaudens, s|ie nunc 
OLienlis et exsequende continuan deque quietis, vestre serenitatis tutela 
k'tctur. Quare, princeps clement issime, et sapiencie et humaniUli 
vestre congralulamur, summas integre et inexhaustas gracias agentes ; 
obsecramusquc accuratissime et bumillime obtesiamur, quod hujus- 
modi benevolencie humani[atisque vestre perse veranciam nobis vestra 
' iitctlttmilalK'iqtu tranqmtlitaitm MS. 
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celsitudo concedat. Floreatque in multas etates gloria, virtus et 
magnificencia vestra, semper cum victoria et triumpho. Scriptum 
Oxonie in nostrt congrtgacionis domo. mensts Marcii die sepHmo decimo. 
Vestre celsitudinis humillima et devotissima oratrix Universitas vestii 
studii OxonienEis. JH 



154- ^ 

To the King. 

The faculty of Arts, as it was the first in time so it has ever tn^oyed 
the highest privileges at Oxford. Bui never has it conferred more 
honour on the University and on your realm than at this time. Lecture! 
on every art and philosophy are now delivered without fee to all, and 
we are sorry to find that the Grammar masters endeavour to prejudice 
your mind against the faculty of Arts, objecting to the payment always 
hitherto made by them to Ihe Masters teaching in Arts. We have, in 
submission to your command, for eborne to enforce Ihe payment, but tue 
assitre you that it has been invariably paid in the past, and that the 
Grammar masters are bound by their oalh to pay it. Master WilUamSay 
will wait uponyou and give full information. 



144a. LiTTERA mgillata et missa domino i 



> regi, secundo die Mqn 



Serenissime atque illuslrissime princeps in quanta veneracione ac 
dileccione jiercelebris arcium facultas ab* incliiissirae memorie pro- 
geniloribus vestris semper habita sit, hoc nedum ex to palam fit, 
quod ipsa inter precipuas ac celeberrimas facultates in hac preclarissima 
Universitate vestra primum docia, instiluia, et fundata fuerit ; verum 
maximis dotala privilegiis et libertatibus adomata. Quamobrem, uii 
in aliis mundi Universitatibus et studiis singulariter alie pollenl facul- 
tates et sciencie, ita et in firmamento hujus alme Universitatis vestre* 
artes peculiari quodam modo semper chorascasse et splenduisse nos- 
cunlur. Quod si unquam laudis et honoris spjendorem, vel fame 
titulum huic splendid! ssimc Universitati aut famosissimo regno vestro, 
per aliquot retroacla tempora progenitorum vestrorum, artes attulerint, 
nunquam tamen magis quam his felicissimis diebus vestris ; quum 
primum non pro vili precio et pariiculatim seu in privato, ut ohm 
consueverunt, sed gratis, integre el in publico omnes artes, omiies 
philosophie iegunlur. Ititud bonum. Christian is sime princeps, sub 

' This unusual form of superscription hu the date, as here given, in ordinary 
figures, MS. ' adih. ' At this place, ax the margin of the MS., are written 
in contemporary bund tbe words 'cvntra iHogiitros gr*mmaliee.' 



EPISTOLAE ACADEMICAE. air 

fortunalissirao vesiro imperio jam sola possidel Oxonia, quo reliqiia 
in lolo orbe Btudia ei Universitates carere dicuntur, quod et in serent- 
[alis vestre gloriam ac regni vesiri decorem baud dubium est quam ' 
maxime redundare. Hec, princeps excelletitissime, sum que favorera 
et graciam regiarti in lam nobilem et insignem facultaiem, necnon in 
libertatum, immuniiaium, et consuetudinum ejusdem tutelam, Iralicre 
et inclinare debeiit. Sed, quod dolenter satis referimus, ut ex sa- 
crisBimis lilteris veslris jam nuper accepimus, quidam Tacultalis gram- 
matice nimis ingrati, et alrae Universitatis vestre indemnilati non satis 
amici, conati sunt ut celsitudo regia longe in partem adversam et 
contra tam preclaram facultaiem persuasa sit ; occasione pensionis 
cujusdam irracionabiliier nimis, ut inquiunt, ab ipsis informatoribus 
gratnmatice per arcium magistros exacte alque levale. Qua in re 
signavit nobis serenitas vestra exaccionem hujusmodi pensionis differri, 
quoadusqtie plenius necnon expressius majestas vestra docta et infor- 
mata esse! : quod revera in hunc diem juxta meluendissimum vestrum 
mandatum devote atque humiliter fecitnus, quamvis procul a racione 
pensionem islam exigi ac peti eos asserere vcl sic majestatem vestrara 
infonnasse rainime decuisset; rei veraci fundamento longe aliter seFoI. Saa 
habenie, preseriim quum juxta' vetuatissimas et antiquissimas con- 
suetudines Universitatis, ad quarum observacionem eciam ipsi gram- 
matice magistn sint aslricti in vinculo juratnenti, pro certis indeinni- 
tatibus facultaiis arcium hujusmodi pcnsio pcli, solvi et levari ab 
olim et haelenus consuevit ; sicuti precarissimus confrater nosier, 
servus cel^itudinis vestre, magistcr W. Say, habet eandem celsiludinem 
nostra ex parte de hac re cercius inrarmare*. Cui, obsecramus 
bumillime, favorem et benignam audienciam in premissis, necnon 
rcgium munimen in defensionem iibertatum el consuetudinum facul- 
laiis antedicte preslare diglietur regia majestas. Que in eternum 
floreat ei gaudeat. Scriptum, ijc. 



Letters testimonial for Masters William Mores, Thomas 
ffemys, William Askeby, John StakpoU and Robert Mot- 
ford*. 

Memorandum, quod undecimo die mentis May, anno Domini' I449< 
tnillesimo quadringentcsimo quadragesimo secundo, sigillata est littera 
tesdmonialis pro fraire Willelmo Mores, ordinia predicatorum sacre 
theologie professore, Bub forma conimuni. 

Memorandum, quod octavo die mensis Junii, anno Domini mil- 



fttjn'jib"'" 



r.- MS. 



■i ib. 



" Or pcrhapt 
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lesimo quadringentesimo quadragcsimo secun<!o, sigillata est litter 
testimonial is pro magistro Tboma ffernys, doctore juris canonici, 
sub forma communi. 

Memorandum, quod septimo decimo die mensis Junii, anno Domini 
millesimo quadringentesinio quadragesimo secundo, sigtilata est liitera 
testimonialis pro magistro Wilielmo Askeby, arcium magistro, sub 
forma communi. 

Memorandum, quod nono decimo die mensis Junii, anno Domini 
millesimo quadringentesimo quadragesimo secundo, sigillata erai littera 
testimonialis pro magistro Joiianne Stakpoll, decrctorum doctore, sub 
forma communi. 

Memorandum, quod vicesimo sexto die Junii, magister Robert 
Molford, arcium magister, habutt Uieram testimonialem sigillo col 
muni Universitatis sigillatam. 




155- 

Citation of John Brasyll. 
Whereas John Brasyll was licensed on the usual terms, 
nevertheless not paid th^ statutable fie for ike same within Ike time prt- ' 
scribed, thereby incurring the guilt of perjury ; now therefore we, the 
Chancellor and Masters, require you Matthew de Mongrtde, Robert Pawere, 
John Londres, and Maurice Conowr, our sworn messejigers, jointly and 
severally, to cite or cause to be cited the said John Brasyll to appear 
before us in our house of Congregation, within two days thereafter ; and 
show cause, if any there be, why we should not proceed to pass sentence 
of excommunication and deprivation of degrees in due form, and further 
that you advise us as to what you shall have done in the premisses. 

Forma citacionis pro Johanne Brasyl), vieesimo die mensis Junii, 
anno Domini millesimo quadringentesimo quadragesimo secundo. 

Cancellarius Universitatis Oxoniensis cetusque unanimis magis- 
trorum regencium in eadem Malheo de Mongrede, Roberto Powere, 
decano Lymercsyn, Johanni Londres, et ^Tauricio Conowre, nunciis 
nostris juratis et ad presens nostrum mandalum exsequendum speci- 
aljter depuiatis, salutem. Cum auctoritate Universitatis aniedicte sit 
Btatutum diuturnaque et taudabili consuetudine observatum, quod si 
quis licencialus fuerit in grammatica, artibus, aut medicina; et secundum 
consuemdines ejusdem Universitatis infra annum proxime sequentem 
suam licenciacionem non inceperit, si non promotus triginla solidos, 
si vero promotus sesaginta solidos communi ciste Universitatis pre- 
dicte, infra octo dies post completum annum a tempore sue licen- 
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ciacionis sive graduacione, solvere lenealur ; alque quidam Johannes 
lifasyll, in grammatica licenciatus, etsi tempore licenciacionis sue ad 
observaciont-m staiuli hujusmodi, juxta formam stalutorum et con- 
suetudinum Universilatis predicte juramento specialiter et corporaliEer 
presiito, fuerit astriclus ; eidem lamen staluto consoetudini aut jura- 
mento suo, inTra lempus in eodem siaiuto, ut premiiiiiur, compre- 
hensum, minime obieniperare curavit ; unde coniitat eum in crimen 
lesiotiis fidei et perjurii evidenler incurrisse, in anime sue grave peri- 
culum dicteque Universitaiis dampnum non tnodicum et gravamen : 
vobis igitur, communiter et divisim, committimus et firmiter injtingendo 
mandamus, quatinus citetis, seu citari facialis, peremptorie predictuoi 
Johannem Brasyll ; quern et noa peremptorie citamus per presentes ; 
ut paraius compareat coram nobis in domo nostre congregacionis ' 
Universilatis antedicte, infra duos dies post ciiacionem sibi factam, 
in hac parte ; causam racionabilem, si quam liabeat, allegiturus quare 
contra ipaum, occasione premissa, per nos ad sentencias excommu- 
nicacionis et degradacionis, juxta vim, formam, et efTectum statuiorum 
Univcrsiiaiis sepedicte procedi non debeai; ulteriusque facturus et* 
recepturus quod jusiicia suadehit in hac parte ; quem quidem ler- 
minum, propter viarum distanciam et imminens animc sue periculum, 
iia duximus moderandum. Et quid feceritis in premissis nos, dictis 
die et loco, debite certtlicetis per vesiras, seu sic ceriificet ille vestrum 
qui presens mandalum nostrum fuerit assecutus per suas, litteras 
patenies, haruro seriem continentes, sigilio auteniico sigillatas. Datum 
Uxonir in nosire eotigrfgaeionis domo, lub Universilatis predtcle commum 
sigilh, niensis Junii Jit vicfsimo oelavo, anno Domini milUsimo guadrin- 
gfnltiimo ijuadragesimo secundo, 

.56. 

■ To the Pope. rol.6=b.J 

P Though your eart txUnds to every number of tlie Church, yet those 
Vlho arc ttnawn to be in a special degree zeulnus/or Iter welfare are more 
graciously admitted to a favmrahle audience : we therefore humbly en- 
treat your holiness to incline your ear to the request of Master Hichard 
Beauchamp, a member of thit University and illustrious by birth, virtue, 
and learning. 

Sanctissiuo in Christo patri et domino, Domino nostro Eugenio, 
^ 4>vina providencia sacre Komane ecclesie sumtno pontitici. 

Sanctisaime in Chrislo pater, Maii et soiita recommendadone pre- 
' iOHgrtgatwHuiii MS. ' et omillcd in MS. 
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missa, cum (ievoiissimis pariler et humillimis Icrre osculis ante pcdesf 
Ijcet ubilibct in orbe terrarum militaniis ecclesie summi et lam exceld 
patris cura singulis aperiat sinum graciosum ; illos tamen specialius 
ad faventis exaudicionis graciam solet admitlere, qui sacraiissime sue 
sponse ecclesie peculiariores dinoscunmr et fervid! zelatores. Hinc 
Iiumillinia apostolice sanctitatis vestre Glia, Universitas Oxoniensis 
maler nostra, prosternit se in humilitatis spirilu pro suo carissimo filio, 
conTratre nostro, ex matemis uberibus quam solidis nobilissime edu- 
caio, magistro Ricardo Beauchampe, sacrorum canonum doctore 
disertissimo, in dicta nostra Universitate crealo ; quem lam ingenue 
nobilitatis sanguis quam concors virtuiura caterva predicant redi- 
mitum, universalis ecclesie fidei sanclitaiisque vestre fervidum zela- 
torem: sopplicans humiliter et devote quaiinus sincere sue matris 
ancille vestre precibus, pro tam bene tnerito lilio deprecantis.sanctissiiiia 
palernitas vestra autes dignetur adhibere graciosas ; ipsuraque una 
cum emergenlibus pro eo negociia suscipere cotnmendaium, ut prefate 
sue mains instancias cum efTectu sibi senciat profuisse. Vestram 
sanclitatem, ad universalis ecclesie solacium et munimen, semper in 
prosperis conservet diutine cujus vicem geritis, Filius Virginis 
gloriose. Scn'plum Oxonie in nosire ctmgrtgacioms demo, ododecimo 
die mensis August/. Humillima apostolice sanctitatis ancilia Univer- ' 
ntas Oxoniensis. ■ 



Testimonial letter for Master John Kyngston. 

Memorandvm, quod vicesimo tercio die mensis Oclobris, anno 
Domini millesiino quadringentesimo quadragesimo secundo, sigillata 
erat littera lestimonialis pro magistro Johanne Kyngston, doctore in 
theologia, sub forma communi, cum hac clausula, viz, guod laudaiili/er 
suam rcgtnciam eomplevH, &c. 



Pension for retiring bedel. 

Wkif/as Richard Gleniworth has for matty years dischargtd Ihe du/irs 
^inferior bedel of the faculty of Arts, and in Ihe exeeutioH of thai opce 
has suffered much trouble and pecuniary loss ly the ptrseculioH of enemies 
of the University, and is now in his old age and infirmity no longer 
able to perform his duties, a pension is hereby granted to him of forty 
shillings a year and agmvn of Ihe value of ten shillings, 

IMemorandvm, quod vicesimo secundo die Octobris sigillata est 
-littera sub sigillo commimi pro Ricardo, ad tunc bedello inferiori in 
facultalc aicium. 
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Omnibus Christ! lidelibus presenles litteras visuris vel audituris 
Henricus Sever, sacre Lheologie professor, alme Universitaiis Oxom- 
ensis Cancellarius, Rogerus Grey et Thomas Walkjngton, ejusdem 
Universitatis procuratores, cetusque unanimis magislrorum regen- 
cium in eadem salutem in omnium Salvatore. Quia Ricardua 
Glentworth ', facultatia arcium inrerior bidellus, qui diligentcr eidem 
Universitaii per tempora servivit dimurna in officio predicto ; necnon, 
racione execucionis ejusdem officii predicii, per quorumdam dicte 
Universitatis emulorum vesaciones injusias pariter et iniquas bona 
perdidit quam plurima, ac jam senio confracius et in varias infinni- 
latum molestias collapsus ofiiciuro predictum minime sufficit exercere : 
Hinc nos, CanceJJarius, procuratores, et magistri regentes concessimus 
graciose eidem Ricardo, pro nobis et successoribus nostris, durante 
vita sua, quadniginia solidos sterlingorum ; solvendorum eidem 
Ricardo amiuatim ad quatuor anni terniinos, per equales porciones ; 
et unam togam, erga festum natale Domini annuatira, vaioris decern 
Eolidotum. Ad quas quidem summam et togam i^ic Itdeliter nolvendas 
et Lberandas, ul predicitur, volumus et concedimus, pro nobis et 
successoribus nostris, quod nullus ad dictum officium in posterum, 
durante Vila predicii Ricardi, admittatur, nisi prius coram Cancellario 
et jjrocuraionbus, pro tempore existeniibus, in plena congregacione 
pro tempore suo sufficieniem inveniat securiiaiem. In cujus rei 
testimonium, sigillum nostre Universitatis commune prcsenlibus est 
appensum. Datum Oxomi in nostre congregacionis domo, vieesima 
Mptimo die mensis Oclobris, anno Domini millesimo quadringenttsimo 
quadragetimo secundo, annoque rtgiit regis Henrici sexli post conquestum 
^^itesimo prima. 



157"- 

To the Lord Chancellor. 



(hit John Skibow is prosecuting for debt in your court <me of oar 
tlalioners, John More ; in violation of our privileges, at the schedule 
inclosed {extracted from the charter granted us iy Xing Henry IViK) 
plainly shows : we humbly pray, therefore, that you will stop the said 
prosetution and remit the cause to be tried and determined by us here. 
master Roger Grey, one of our proctors, is charged to explain the case 
to you, and we invite your entire confidence in his statement. 

Revcrende inChristo pater et domine, protector noster special issi me, 
dominac'ioni vestre nos humililer commendatos oU'erimus; sub cujus 
* No addieii, but apparentlj to the Lord 
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proteccionis magnilica prudencia nostre Univerdtatis et neces^tudini 
negocia piis defensionibus et favorjbuii amplexari. Quotietis aliquibns 
mater nostra Universiias pregravalur incommodis ad patemttatein 
vesiram, ut ad infleaibilem recurrit justicie coliimnam ; quam inter 
varies rerum evenlus nostrum defensorem semper invenimus gracio- 
Bum. Cum quidam Rogerus Skibow, cum breve de prelenso debito, 
prosequitur in cancellaria domini regis Johannem More, communem 
Btrvientem nostrum, unum stat ion ar jorum nosire Universitatis ; contra 
tenorem privilegiorum nostrorum — ut liquet in scedula preseniibus 
inclusa, extracta de charta recolende nobis in eicrnum memorie 
domini Henrici quarti, eidem Universitati concessa — quamobrem 
paternitati vestre supplicamus humiliter el devote, qualinus mancJare 
dignemini in prefata Cancellaria hujusmodt prosecucionem et placitum 
cessari; sed in dicta Universitate prosequi et psnitus terminari: nt 
predicta pTivilegia nostra, ab illustribus regibus Anglie nobis concessa, 4 
et a serenissimo domino nostro rege nunc confirmata, iilesa conserv 
vaJeant et defendi. Cetera, pro parte nostre Universitatis dominacioni 
vestre dcclaranda, honorabili viro, magistro Rogero Grey, ejusdec 
Universitatis altero procuratori, cominisimus; cujus relatibus ot>*J 
secramus humillime (idem credulam in his adbiberi, Et gracioass 
paternitas vestra in prosperitate votiva diu sub Domino valeat, ad( 
sui honoris augmentum et meritum in hac via. Scriptum Qxonie A 
nosire congregadoms domo vicesimo prima die Januarii. Rererendl 
patemitatts vestre oratrix specialis Universitas studii Oxoniensis. 



158'. 

To the Duke of Gloucester. 

The benefits you have conferred on (he nation an imperishable ; /Vj 
aclioits of Ihc just smell sweel and blossom in the dust. And that which'M 
confers the greatest splendour upon your name is thai, afltr yoitr 1 
successful repression of hereticks, you have endowed this University with I 
books on every science ; from which the press of study may squeeze thi J 
wine of knowledge and truth, — surely no nation, no University had ever J 
sack a prince; victorious, liberal, charitable, jusl I We have madtX 
a statute to secure your perpetual remembrance in our prayers, thai | 
neither the lapse of time may efface Ihi mnuury of your fame, nor Ihf I 
glory qf your future life eclipse the brightness of the pail. 

Illustrissime, title ratissime et magnifice princeps, bencfJclorum \ 
vesirorum in republica Anglicana sinceritas vivas, ac prepolentis 
' No addrcEE, but to Duke uf Gloiii:ester. 
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celsiCudinis vestre in eadem merita cmori non possunt, sed Tama 
duratura percelebri nova semper laude recordacioneque redolebunt 
feJki. Quam dulce nobis certe super eis itenim atque iterum cogilare! 
Inier cetera tamen id ipsum potenlissime sereiiitatis vesire magno 
splendori ' est, quod, post repressionem herelicorum contra Dei 
ecclesiam machinancium per vos faciam, potissime vincam Domini, 
ancillam vestram Universiiatena Oxoniensem, libris omnium scien- 
cianim et vinutum instaurastis ; e quibus abunde vina sciencie et 
veritalis torculare studii premantur. Inde gracias, inde laudes, indc 
vola nosua his litleris humilibus explicamus ; sed non sufficimus ad 
condignum. Que Universitalum lam munificum, tarn illustrem, lam 
magnilicum experta est principem ? cui milicia semper iniicta, animus Fol. 63 b, 
Uberalissimus, cujus catitas in omnes, justicia ad singulos, injuria in 
nullos. Quia sapiencium honorator tam pins, suslentator tam efficax, 
scienciarum, virtutum ac librorum amplificaior tam prmligus? quibus 
non modo illuminata vivencium sunt corda, ad Dei laudem el virtutia 
creraentum ; sed per secula fuiura amplius illustrabilur posterilaa 
luturorum. An delabi potest tanlarum rerum memoria felix ? Non : 
sed semper in benediccione erit. Statuitur, et execucione continua 
firmaiur, in dicta oratrice vestra lex pro vobis oracionum non de- 
fulura, sed In memoriale perpetuum permansura. Quare, etsi lique- 
Kcere fluxu teraporis, aut exortu majorum obumbrata perire ceteromm 
fama principum possit, vestra tamen oblii-ionis perire sub nube non 
potest ; nee umbra majorum beneficiorum verisimiliter occultari. Si 
Alexandri vicloriosissima facta ad aures indies renovata redeimt per 
sapiencium Grecorum scemala qui talia commisere scriptis; quanto 
magis Universitas vestra oratrix devota in finem seculi opera vestra 
testabilur magnifica, ttmi oradonibus tum scripturis? Immo, si lingua 
sileret cunctorum, testabilur magis quam loquendo res ipsa: ipsa, 
videlicet, prcciosissima theologie, medicine et septem scienciarum 
liberalium numero centum triginta et novem volumina, in libraria 
ibidem ex vestra collacione reposita, in summarum virtuiis et munifi- 
cencie vestrarum testimonium sempiiernum. Precnmur igitur banc 
Univeraitatem vestram considcrare' velitis ut vineam, ut ancillam 
vestram el perpetuam orairicem. Et Ipse Dominus gloriosus, qui 
ad tanta benefacienda aerenitalem vestram selcgit, vobis fructus Spiritus 
concedat, el ad universilalem sanctorum conducat. Scriplum Oxoiut 
in nasire eongregaa'om's domo, memis Januarit die quinlo et victsimo. 
Scienitaiis vestre humillima oratrix Universitas studii OxoniensJs. 
' ipenJari MS. 
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)beys. ^1 



1 and Oseney Abbeys. 

nensis Februarii sigillata fuer^ 
acquielancia pro Abbale et convenlu de Eynsham, de sexaginta ocio 
solidis, de anno regni regis Henrict sexii vice^imo primo, sub fonca 
communi, que patet prius folio iricesimo quarto. 

Memorandum, quod vicesimo die Marcii sigjllata erat acquietancis 
pro Abbale el convenlu de Osney, de viginli sex solidis ocio denariis 
annue pensionis, pro anno regni regis Henrici sexti vicesimo primo, 
sub forma commimi, ui supra. 



Testimonial letters for Masters William Kynvrolmershe, 
Clement ffelmyngham, Roger Gray, and John Haly wey. 

Meuorandvm, quod secundo die mensis Aprilis, anno Domini 
millcsioio quadringenlesimo quadragesimo tercio, sigillala est littera 
teslimonialis pro magislro WilleJrao K)'nWolmershe sub forma com- 
muni ; hoc addito quod addiiur, quod ipse hacallarius formalus. 

Memorandum, quod quarto die mensis Junii, anno Domini millesimo 
quadringenlesimo quadragesimo lercio, sigillala est littera lesiimoniatis 
pro fralre Clemente fTelm)7igham, doctore sacre iheologie, sub forma 
communi, ut supra. 

Memorandum, quod anno Domini millesimo quadringenlesimo 
quadragesimo tercio, quinlo die mensis Julii, sigillala esl littera tesli- 
monialis pro magistro Rogero Gray, arcium magistro, sub forma 
communi ; hoc addito, ' nostre Vntversilalis ntiper providt procura/ore 
el piicis tjusdcm fervidi dcfensore! 

Item, in eodem die sigillala est littera teslimonialis pro magistro 
Johanne Halywey, sub forma communi, &c. 



159' ■ 

Fol. 64 a. Indemnification of the Proctors, 

The Uttiversily underlakfs lo defend, and indemnify for any lots, the 
two proctors, who art at present being prosecuted in a lawsuit by certain 
graduates in Civil Law, 
1443- Umversjs Chrisii lidelibus, ad quos presentes liitere pen'enerint, 
Cancellarius Universitaiis Oxoniensis ceiusque unanimis magisirorum 
regencium in eadem, saluiem in omnium Salvaiore. Quia ad requisi* 
cionem el inslanciam quorumdam civilistarum deliberalum erat per 
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UniversiEatem Oxoniensem, tercio decimo die mensis Marcii, anno 
Domini millesimo qu ad rin genie simo quadragesimo aecundo, in plena 
congregacione regencium omnium faculLalum in eadem; quod si 
contingal Universitalem prediciam esse absque doctore juris civilis, 
procuratores ejusdem UniveraiCalis haberent poLeslatem, sicut et in 
aliia actibus habent, deputandi aliquem magiBtrum arcium, qui, in 
defeciu talis doctoris, valeal scolares facultatis juris predict] ad ejusdem 
facultatis gradus presentare; quam quidem deliberacionem quidam 
ejusdem Universilatis civiliste impugnanles, vexant injuste venerabiles 
viros magisiros Rogerum Grey et Thomam Walkyngton, confratres 
nostras el nosire Universilatis procuratores: Hinc dicta Universitas 
in predicia hujusmodi causa per ipsos civilistas, ut predictum est, 
mota el non per prefatos procuratores, concedil el obligat se per 
presentes diclos magisiros defendere et scrvare indemncs, et eorum 
uinimque, quantum ad predictam causam, sumpiibus et expensis 
ipsius Universitaiis. In cujus rei teslimonium sigillum commune 
dicte Universilatis presentibus est appensum. Datum O.xonie in nosire 
congregacionis dome, maisi's Mail die quinlo, anno rcgni regis Henrici 
Kxti post conquestum vicaimo prima. 



■■ Teatlmonial letter for Master Thomas Eboralle. 

^" MEMORANtirM, quod anno Domini milleiimo quadringentesimo 
'Quadragesimo tercio, sexto die mensis Junii, sigillate sunt littere 
te»iiinoniales pro magisUO Thoma Eboralle, doctore sacrc theologie, 
sub forma communi. 

Memorandum, quod anno Domini miltesimo quadringentesimo 
quadragesimo tercio, scxio decimo die mentis Augusti, erant ires 
tiitere sigillate ab Universitate, domino Cardinali Eboracensi, comili 
Norlhumbrie, et decano et capitulo Eboracensi sub formis se- 
queniibus. 

»i6o. 
To the Archbishop of York. 
Nvlhing makes the spiritual father more helmed than his /avnur 
shown to tht seals of learning, wherein rises the light by which kings art 
guided in government, the morals 0/ Christians are reformed, and 
heresies extirpated in the Church. The earl of Northumberland has 
given the advenvson nf tht church of A rnclyffe to University College, our 
eldest daughter ; vie pray you therefore, as a mother might appeal lo the 
affection of her son, that, considering tht impoverished condilion of the 
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H said college at this time, you and the chapter of your cathc-dral will^^k 

I /avourabU la this society in the appropriation of Ike bcntfice. 
I Rkvebendissimo in Christo patri et domino, Domino Johannt, Dei 

I gracia Arcliiepiscopa Eboracensi, CardinaJi presbj'tero, AngUe primali, 

■ nosCro domino gracioso. 

I 1443- Reverencias humilKmas et oracionum iributa penes Deum. Reve- 

■ rendissime pater, ex variis catholicorum edocemor sentenciis, quod 
H spiritualis palris fama tunc lacius crescil' in orbe, llosque immarcidus 

■ Bui honoris dignissime laudis fragrancia redolescic in populo, cum 
I benevolende sue radios ad loca spccialius emiseril studiosa ; in quibus 
I oritur lumen sciencie, quo reges regunt subditos, mores reformaniur 
H Chrisiianonim, et horrenda exiirpantur genimina heresium et eiTonim. 
H £t quia dominus comes Northumbrie ex gracia sua contulit advoca- 
H cionem ecclesie parochiilis de Arunciyffe, vestre diocesis, ad augmen- 
H tnm salutaris sciencie, collegio ' Universitaiis ' vulgate nuncupato, pufl 
H sacra theologia fundalo, que est senior filia nostra ; igimr ad vesti^| 
I palerniiatis graciam, quern quondam in tenera etate nostri lacd^H 

■ pavimus dulcedine, conlidencie vestre alas induimus convolatido^| 
I supplicantes corditer ut mater ad filium, el humiliter ut Itlia ad patrcm^l 
P quateiius in appropriacione ecclesie predicte, per graciam vestnini eifl 

per capitulum Eboracense expedite fienda, pium vestrum paternuiuj 
Tavorem prcbere dignemini graciose ; conbideranles paupertalem dictlH 
cotlegii, pjopter graves expensas in reparacione ruinosarum ediimtW 
Eui vicius; ut has nostras preces, devote pro se oblaias, sibi senci^^| 
profuisse. Reverendissimara paternitatem veslram, ad ecclesie regimettB 
fideique munimen, sic dirigat in terris Deus ipse, ut fiiialiter collocetM 
cum beaiis. Scriptum Oxonie in nosire convocacionis domo, menti^^ 
August! die sexto dccimo. Orairix veslra Universiias Uxonie. H 

161. I 

F0I. 64 b. To the Earl of Northumberland. ■ 

Immortal honour is by nothing so ctrtainly won as by those aeliont^k 
which foster the true failh, banish heresy, and provide medicine for /4itfl 
soul. Of this kind is your magnificent benefaction to our elder daughUr^^ 
Unroersily Colirge. We doubt not but thai a full reward awaits you m^| 
heaven; and, for our part, we shall not fail to pray for your uiel/an^^ 
in this life and repose after death. ^| 

1443- NoBiLtssiHE probitatts domino. Domino Henrico Percy, comit^| 
Northumbrie et domino honoris de Cokyrmouth. lllustri et magJ^I 
natiitno domino, caiholtce fidei inexpugnabili Eitrri, ob iclcvamcilflH 
> iA'miVMS. fl 
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ecclesie et cleri, post militaris cinguli ' stremiiiatem in lerris cum 
gloriosis Chrisii militibus eterne beaiiiudinis laurea insigniri I Cum 
inter ceteras reipublice curas nullum opus magis facil nomen principis 
indelibili memoria laudabJIibus attoUi preconiis, quam quo (ides 
pululat, heresis exulat, vineaque doctrine Truclilicat ad remedium 
animamm ; unde serenam dominacionem veslram inestimabilis 
Spiritus sancti cJemencia inspiravit; cum sacre iheologie studium, , 
videlicet collegium Universiiatis, vulgate nuncupaium nostram seni- 
orem filiam, magnifice promovistis, ad munimen et incremenlum fidei 
ortodoxe : ubi memoriale nominis vestri percelebris vivet in seculum 
secuti apud Deum, et a generacione in generacionem apud homines in 
eternum. In quo facto in hac lerresiriali viia Deo uniri disposuistis 
nos per graciani, et in future per fruicionem beadfice visionis, O lela 
unio creature suo creaiori per naturam, O letior unio racionabilis 
anime Omnipotenti per graciam, O leussima unio comprehensoris toti 
ineffabili Trinitati per gloriam I lile igitur felix merito est dicendus, 
qui id agit opus quo ad lalem unitaiem valeat respirare ; Profeclo 
condigne remuneracionis vera munera magnanimilati vestre parantur 
in celis, cum mililum suorum reminiscetur Deus, qtios sue vinuiia 
premii gloria saeiabit. Nos quoque devoiarum graciarum tributa, 
que valcmus, domlnacioni vestre persolvimus ; nee deerunt nostrarum 
oracionum incensa pro prosperiiate vestra in via et requie post banc 
lucem, Dominacionem vestram, ad felix ecclesie regimen et regni 
robur, preserve! cum victoria potencia omnium Crealoris. Scriplum 
Oxonie in nostrt congrrgadoms domo, memis Augusli die sexto decimo, 
Cancellarius Universitatis Oxoniensis cetusque unanimis magistrorum* 
regencium uon-rcgcnci unique in eadem. 



I 162. 

K To the Dean and Chapter of York. 

Whereas the Earl of ^Northumberland has givtn the advowson of ' 
A rndifft to UniversHy College, a socitty founded solely for the study 
of theology, we beg thai you uiHl ttot hinder the appropriation of the 
benefice^ remembering the great poverty of the said college owing to the 
ruinous eonJilion of its buildings. 

Venerabilibus magistris, dominis decano et capitulo ecclesie 
metropoliiane Eboracensis. Vcnerabjiea magistri, nobis specialiter 
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benivoli. fetici^ima successuum incrementa votiva, et sinceris cam 
affcciubus annuere postulatis. Quia iiuper ex Spiritus clemencia 
septiforaiis pio cordi domini comiiis Northumhrie inspiratum erai 
celiuts, at, ad Dei laudis honorem auf;inentumque studii saluiaris, 
conferret advocacionem ecclesie parochialis deArunclyffeEboracensis 
diocesis collegio Uoiversitads, vulgale nuncupate seniori filie nostre, 
pro sacre Iheologie soimn studio fundalo; ut lumen fidei nullatenus 
paciatur eclipsira, sed clarius omni populo elucescat: igilur vestri 
capiiuli venerabilis cetui devota precuni libamina efTundimus pia 
menie; unanimiier supplicantcs, qualenus circa appropriacionera 
dicle ecctesie, prefato collegio fiendam, favorem vestrum benigniira 
graciosa cum benevoleticia adhibere dignemini; pio animo con- 
siderantes paupertatem dicti collegii, propter importabiles expensas 
ruinosarum edium victus sui ; ui has mains ' precea deprecantis pro 
filia sibi cum eRectu senciat valiluras. Et venerabilem celum vestmin 
de bono semper in melius prosperare facial Trinitas bcnedicta. 
Scrip/am Oxonie in noitre congregacionis domo, mentis Augtitti dit 
sex/o dcn'mo. Universitas Oxoniensis. J 



163. 

To Mr. Thomas Knolle^ citizen of London and grocer. 

Wt htar thai jvu regard our Universily wilh favour, and propose to 
givt ut a cnpy 0/ Jotephui' ' anliquiliet.' This it a happy thpugkt ,• far 
we possess not the book ; and now, instead of being in private hands and 
' hidden under a bushel,' it will be raised aloft to give light to all in Ike 
household of God. Doubtless the beatific vision will be the reward of 
those whose actions have strengthened the faith ; and, in the mean time, 
we shall pray for your welfare here and hereafter. 

Venkrabili viro et sensato Thorae KnolleJ, civitatis Londomensis 
civi et grossero. Venerabilis domine, felictum incrementa successuum 
semper prospero cum honore. Quia ex fidedigne relacionis serie 
nuper concepimus, quod amicicie vestre grata benignitas Universi- 
tatem nostram piis amplexatur favoribus, et in hujus signum quendam 
librum Josephi 'in anlir/uilalibus' proponitis eidem Universitati largiri ; 
in quo facto percelebre memorials vestrum lucebil omni populo, ad 
vestri meriti augmentum coram Altissimo consequendum, — O felix 
intencio vestra, felicius proposilum, fclictssimaque execucio ! quoniam 
untam bistoriarum lucem inocciduam, nee prius inter nos habitam, 
non sub modio in privato loco, sed allatn super columpnam erigi 
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publico decrevislis, ut omnibus luceat qui in domo Domini sunl, ad 
Dei honorem et gloriam, scintillanlisque fame splendoribus in orbe 
prerulilet universo. Presertim inter cetera pieiatis opera id maffis 
putamus in animarum redundare saluteni, quod ' ad ortodoxe tidei 
fulcimenium sciencieque incrementum principalius se exlendit. Igilur 
quam digne reiribucionis merita reverencie vestre parantur in celis ; 
cum Euonim fidclium reminiscatur Deus ; quos sue beatissirae viaionis 
gloria aaciabll. Et nos quas valemus reverencie vestre cordiales 
acciones referimus graciarum ; nee deemnt in futurum nostrarum 
oracionum incensa pro prosperitate vesira in hac vita', et anime 
vestre salute in futura. Reverenciam vesiram prospcrari faciat de 
bono semper in melius virtus almiflua Domini Dei nostri. Scnptum 
Oxonie in noUre cottgrigacionis domo, imnsis A ugusli die ulliino. Uni- 
versitas Oxoniensis. 



164. 



To Masters Andrew Huls, Richard Caimton, and F 

W. Symond. 
We smdym a ktUr 0/ commendation to Ihe Poft in behalf of Master 
Henry Severe, our Chancellor ; vie therefore request that you, or any 
OTti of you, will present it to kis holiness, carefully choosing your 
opportunity ; and that you will lik^vise, as occasion shall serve, sound 
the praises of Master Severe : for, both oh account of his wisdom and 
virtue, and also of his great services in the office of Chancellor, we desire 
that due honour should be paid to him. The main object of our letter to 
his holiness is to request that he will write to the King in Master Severe's 
behalf If you can obtain such a letter you will do us acceptable service. 

HoNOBABU.iBvs ct Sincere dilectis magistris, Andree Huls, Ricardo 
Caunton el W. Symond, aut eorum uni. Honorabiles et sincere 
dilecli ; sancdssimo in Christo patri et domino, noslro domino 
Eugenio, summo pontilici, liiteras commendaticias pro cruditissimo et 
gravissimo viro, magistro Henrico Severe, sacre paginc professore, 
serenissimi principis et domini nostri regis capellano, alque rectore et 
Cancellario nosiro direximus; quare vos', et qucmlibel vestrum, 
rogamus ut hujusmodi liileras vobis, aut vestrum uni, ab exhibitore 
presentium redditas curetis, aut curct ille vestrum cui eas Iradi 
contigerit, cidem sanctissimo domino nostra, captaia opportuniiate 
temporis, cum omni honore, devocione, ac observancia nomine nostro 



' quo MS. 
epinle 161. 



' via ot Vila, completely blotted out in MS., bul see 
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exhiberi : atque eundem rectorem ct Cancellarium nostrum, quandd' 
res et lempus postulaveril, testimonio vestro atque omni genere lau(Kt 
ornetis. Etenim magnopere optamus ut illi, turn propter singniaren 
ejus virtutem ac sapienciam, turn eciam ob maxima et amplissinia 
merita in nos tempore officii collata, honor aliquis tali ac latito vim 
dignua defcratur. Verom vestrum humanitati convenire arbilramur, 
ad rogaium matris nullum officium, nullum stvidiutn, quod ad honoreni 
laudem el promocionem hujus viri periineai, pretermittere : quem nos 
ex eausis memoratis summo studio et precipua benevolencia prose* 
quimur. Id vero a sanciitate apostolica per litteras nostras potissimuni 
oplamus, ut ad serenissimum principem et dominum nostrum regem, 
pro prefato reclore et Cancellario, epistola quedam commendalicia 
singiilariter et humanissime scripta dirigatur : ut ejusmodi apostolice 
commendacionis optentu majorem Tavorem et graciam apud regiam 
serenitatem inveniat Ilaque gratissimum nobis feceritis, si detis 
operam ut he littere commendaticie quamprimum impctrentur, et ad 
regiam serenitatem destinentur : quod ut diiigenter et sludiose coretis 
vehementer rogamus. Datum Oxomt in nostre congrtgacionii donto, 
mensis Octobris die prima el vicaimo. Alma mater Universitas 
Oxoniensis. 

165. 

To the Pope. 

Knowing that your holiness always /avnurs the virtuous and learntt 
UK- do not fear to commend to you Master Hmry Severt Bur Chancellifr, 
whom, if you knew him as we do, you would deem worthy of esteem. 
He has ever been most zealous for your interests in these troublous dayt 
of schism, and by his influence disputations have been held here by the 
most learned doctors in defence of the trut faith. We may add thai ht. 
has so discharged the duties of his office among us that 
a direct intervention of providence that he was elected Chancellor. 
venture to beg that you will write to the King on his behalf a letter of 
such a kind as will advance him in the royal favour. 

Sanctissimo in Christo patri et domino nostro. Domino Eugeni( 
divina providencia sacrosancte Romane et universalis ecclesie sumoio 
pontifici. 

Quum animadvertimus sanctitatem vestram, bealissime pater, studiose 
iper operam dare ut viri gravitate ' ac virlule litterarumque sciencia 
prediti uberiori gracia beatitudinis vestrc atque amplioribus sedis apos- 
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lolice bencficiis letarentur, non veremur pro tali viro scribere, quem 
si eque atque nos cognosceret sanctita^ vestra, ob sublime ingenium, 
magnarum rcnim cognicionem, gravissimos ac humanissimos mores 
suos, non solum accurala commendacione sed singulari et favore et 
gracia apostolica dignum judicaret eadem sanclitas veatra, Itaque 
clarum et excellenlem virum, magisinim Henricum Severe, sacre 
pagine professorem, serenissimi principis et dotnini noslri Anglie 
Francieque regis capeJlanum, atque rectorem et Cancellarium noslrum, 
gravem sane hominetn et in primis eraditum, eiimiaque virtule ac 
singulari sapiencia omalum, sic sacre vestre majestaii commendamus, 
ut neque majori studio quemquam neque justioribus ex causis com- 
mendare possimus. Qui cum semper antea, tum vero his molestis et 
lurbulentis temporibus presentis scismatis, studiosissimus fuit salutis 
et dignitatis vestre. Etenim impulsu, consilio et ornatu auo apud 
nos, pro vestra auctoritate et potestate adversus illam pestireram 
seism aticorum sec lam, a pluribus doctis et prestantissimis viris 
solemnes dispuiaciones ac exquisite el pulcherrime deierminaciones 
celebrantur. Accedit, quod nobis tempore officii ac regiminis sui 
omnia suo consilio et sapiencia prospere processerint ; nee unquam 
optima ilia sludia lillerarum et sapicncie vehemencius ac studiosius 
colebaninr. Plane lam mullis in rebus nobis usui et omamenlo fuil, Fot 65 b. 
ut ipsum non solum de nobis oplime meritum, sed eciam diiina 
quadam sorte in rectorem et caput noslrum assumptum esse exisii- 
memus. Quare cum ei cupere debeamus que ad honorem et digni- 
tatem suam pertineant, sanciitatem vestram obsecramus et obtestamur, 
ut memorato illustrissimo principi regi noslro eundem rectorem 
nostrum et Cancellarium ' per veslras sacras litleras diligenter et 
humanissime commendetis ; qualinus ipse lalem virum, quem virtus 
ingenium et sapiencia commendant, contemplacione vestrarum littera- 
rum liberalius et beneficencius complectatur. Nam etsi ob graviiatem 
el prudenciam suam regie celsitudini semper antea jocundus et gratis- 
^mtia fuerit, pjurimum tamen proderil auclorilas commendacionia 
vestre, facietque ut ipse uberiorem graciam atque illustrem aliquem 
vinuiis fruclura a magnifico el liberali principe maturius assequalur; 
quod vestre sanctiuili splendorem afferet, nobis vero incredibilem 
jocunditatem. Postremo divinam polenciam exoramus, Ut vestram 
sanctiiatem, beatissime paler, salvam et incolumem in tempora 
longiora conservet. Datum Oxontt in nettre eongregiuionis domu, 
meitsis Oelobris tlit viceiimo prtmo. 

' C'inelUarium ntntrum M.S. 
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To Frederick, King of the Romans. 

Vow Utlfr, which hrtalhis rfgard /or us and an earnesl Asire fir 
unity and peace, has htm a source 0/ joy and com/orl to us ; and Ihal 
you should communicate to us, in this rtmole land, your plans and 
purpose is a mark 0/ your signal favour. We set in your efforts to 
calm the troubled sea, on which the boai of S. Peter is tossed, a sign if 
rtviving unity. Secular princes can do much in suck a cause ,- and 
our King will, we knnw, even unasked, do all a Christian prince should 
do ; but we will not fail, whenever your highness desires us to do so. 
to add our prayers to yours that he will exert his influence in this behalf, 
so dear to every true son of the church. 

Illustrissuio et glorioaissimo principi, Frederico, Romanorom 
rcgi. 

Nobis superioribus diebus, iUuslrissime princeps, periurbacionem 
turbulent unique slalum ccclesie graviler molesleque ferentibus, non 
mediocre gaudium eL consolacionem anuleninl sacri affatus litteranua 
tuarum ; quibus non optabilem solum crga noa htimanitatem screoitaiis 
tue. sed ecLim circa unitatem apostolice sedis alque reformacionera 
pacis in ecclesia Dei summum studium sinceramque devocionem 
Rgnoscimus. Nam quod nobis, tanto locoram intervaQo disjunclis, 
racionem animi atque coosilii tui per litteras prudentissime ac human- 
issime scripLas signaveris, nosirumque officium in tarn sancio et 
sublimi ncgocio desideraris, usque adeo gratissimum fuit ut maximum 
nobis munus exisiimemus a lua celsitudine tributum. Quod si ad 
gedandum pemiciosam presentis scismatis tempestatem, qua navicula 
S. Petti his luctuosts temporibus indigne concussa sit aique miseris 
modis jactata, taniam curam, laborem ac diligcnciam adhibeas, sicut 
accipimus ', magnificencie lue congratuiamur ; quasi lumen aliquod 
renascentis unionis in ecclesia Dei perspicere videremur. Neque 
enim nos fugit, in tanto et tarn escelao opere conficiendo, quantum 
tua ceterorumque Chrisliane religionis principum magnitudo atque 
potencia potent. Regem vero nostrum, Christianissimum et sapien- 
tissimum principem, etsi pro sua sapiencia, devocione, ac integritate 
religionis audeamus affirmare omnia, cum sponlc sua, turn conlem- 
placione litterarum luanim hec acturum curalurumque, que aposioiicis 
sanccionibus, tradicionlbus sanctorum patrum, regie fortune atque 
Christiano principi in ejusmodi negocio conveniant; non decrunt 
' sicut repealed before magnifiieniie MS. 
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tamen, quando cciam cupit celsitudo taa, adhortaciones nostrc. Nee 

enim quidquam Christiane religionis orthodoxeque fidei cultortbus 

vehemencius expediendum aut diligencius curandum ccnsemus, quam 

quod pax hujusmodi atquc unio quamprimum et qua optima racione Fol. 66 a 

in ecclesia Dei refonnetur. Datum Oxonie in noUre congrtgarionis 

dome, sexto el vicesimo die mensit Octobris. Cancellarius el Universitas 

sludii Oxoniensis. 

167. 

To the Duke of Gloucester. 
The continual increase of your munificence calls forth more and more 
gratitude and devotion ; and when we heard front Master Grey that you 
intend, with unexampled generosity, to add another gift of books to your 
former donation ; and received his report of your gracious words on 
this occasion, our hearts were inflamed with reverent affection, and 
inexpressible joy. four name was in every mouth; some wondered at 
your magnificence, some praised your exalted virtues, some your pursuit 
0/ learning and your literary talent; and all uttered their prayers foryour 
health, wealth and safely ; and indeed that you are but mortal is our 
bitterest thought. We send to you Masters H. Severe and T. Chace to 
be our legal representatives in receiving your donation, and to act in all 
respects asyou shall desire therein. If other nations celebrate your fame, 
how much more should we, who enjoy your presence ? What praise, 
what respect, what affection must we not feel ? You heme more than 
restored the University to its ancient glory ; and no lapse of lime can 
ever efface the memory of a prince so enlightened. 

Sebenissimo ac illuslrissimo principi Umfrido', duci Gloucestrie, 
comili Pembrochie, magno camerario Anglie et domino ac protectori 
nostro graciosisaimo. 

Illustiissime et ornatiasime princeps, congraiulaiur magniticencie 
vestre tola ilia vestra Universitas Oxonicnsis, atque pro liberalissimis 
in se eldivjnis beneHdis vestris summas el elemas gracias agit. Nam 
cum vestra pietate ct munificencia cumulacius colidie atque magnifi- 
cencius aucli ornalique sumus, equissimum esl ut nostra simul io 
veslram ccUitudinem devocio, culius, et observancia vehemencius 
augeantur, tnagisque atque magis conflagrenl '. Nobis enini nuper- 
rime gratum, jucundum, cl optabile nunciuin attulit a sublimitate 
vestra confrater nosier Rogerus Grey, jampridem alter ex procura- 
loribus Universitatis nostre ; vos, videlicet, animum induxissc, ad 
vestnim illud prisiinum solemne ac magnificentissimum Ubrorum 
' Unfrido MS. ' cenjiagnl ib. 
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munus, ad illam illustrem et omatissimam Universilatis nostre i 

pellectilem, nova inauditaque liberalitate et beneficenda aliud vohi- 
minum atque librorum donum, quasi quendam cumulum adicere. 
Enimvero ubi animutn, consilium, omnesque bumanissimos ac suavis- 
simos sennones vestros a memorato magisiro Rogero accepimus, 
toti amore, obsequio, et pietate in vestram serenitatem exarsimus, 
atque incredibili lelicia et exultacione efferebamur. Kuit in ore 
cujusquam nomen principis Humfridi. Alii magnificenciam admirari, 
alii singulares atque excelsas virtutes celebrare, atli denique in liberalis- 
simis sapiencia et humanitatis studiis diligenciam, atque in omni 
genere litterarum ingenii veslri claritudinera exioUere ; atque omnes 
pro vita, statu ac incolumilate vestra crebras assiduasque supplica- 
ciones superne majestati offerre cepemnt. Nee quidquam ingradus 
aut a pud animos nostros acerbius fuit, quam pareniem et 
tulorem Universitatis Oxoniensis, cujus beneGcia immortal ia et 
etema futura sini, imtnorlalem non esse, llaquc ad celsitucUnem 
vestram claros et erudilos viros, magistrum Henricum Sever, nosirc 
Universilatis Cancellariam, et m agist rum Thomam Chays, sac re 
theologie professores, nostros veros nuncios, negociorum geslores 
atque legitiimos procuralores destinamus ; ut ipst vice ac nomine 
nostro hujusmodi donacionem librorum, juxta auctorilatem ' consiliiun 
et sapienciam vestram, admiltant, recipiant ct acceptent; omniaque 
alia gerant, curent atque confidant, que vesire magnificencie in hac 
pane grata fuerint. Quod si extere ct disjunctissime genles, fame 
tantum celebritate atque illualri et pervagatissima rerum gcstaram 
gloria impulse', nomen Humfridi annalibus ac posteritati commendent; 
atque litleris, Knguis et omni denique genere laudis illustrent ; nos, 
qui eum presentem in patria habemus, cujus pielale, beneSccncia ac 
liberalitale coiidie fruimur, quibus laudibus etferemus, quibus sEudiis 
prosequemur, quanta benevolencia alque'cultu compleciemur ? Itaque 
manebit in mentibus Oxoniensium impressa memoria beneficiorum 
vestrorum, nee cam unquam aut diutumiias temporis aut oblivio 
obscurabit: ibitque in posteros fuisse principem, qui Oxonienaem 
Universitatem pristina fecunditaie alque gloria orbatam, amicis 
librisque deslitutam atque ruentem, quasi laberactatam non solum 
jacentem et perculsam crexit, sed ejus pristinam splendorem = amplis- 
aima liberalilate mukis maximisque * omameniis amplificavit °. Hoc 
nomen iilustrabit, hoc glorie vestre lumen acccndet, princeps omatis- 
sime. Quare exullet et letetur magnificencia vestra, alque fruatnr 
fortuna et gloria sua : que ut Boreat et propageiur in magnam etalem, 

' imfitlsi ib. * sfleHcloremqiie ib. ' maximequt fb. 
imfliiavil ib. 
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Bummo studio, sempitema benevolencia atque perpetuis precacionibua 
divinam Majestatem nos obsecrare pollicemur. Datum Oxonie. 
Vestra devota Universitas studii Oxoniensis. 

Acquittance of Eynsbam Abbey. Fol.66b.i 

Memokandl'm, quod nono die mensis Novcmbris sigillata crat i. 
acquieiancia pro Abbate de Enysbam, sub hac Tornia; — Novennt 
universi per presenles nos Henricum Severe, Canceilarium Univer- 
sitatis Osoniensis, W. Franceys, Johannem Trystropp, procura- 
lores Universitatis anledicte, recepisse el habuissc die confeccionis 
presencium, de Abbate et conventu dc Eynsham in comitatu Oxoniensi, 
viginti ses solidos steilingoruin, in partem solucionis majoris summe, 
racione cujusdam annue pensionis predicte Universitali annuatim 
solvende : De quibus quidem sex et viginti solidis fatemur nos fore 
soluios, diclosque Abbalem et conventum inde esse quietos per pre- 
senles sigillo nosiro communi signatas. Datum in nostre eongrega- 
cionis domo, nono die mensts Novembris, anno regni regis Henrici sexti 
post conqmstum vicesimo secundo. 



W To Thomas Knoll, citizen of London. 

We have received by the hands of out brother. Master Mel/ord,your 
most aceeplahle gift of Jostphus' ' Antiquities ' and ' Wars of the Jews.' 
// is a gift most becoming your wealth, wisdom, and culture. Bcnevolenct 
to a single individual is a noble thing ; haw much more so mml be that, 
which if fell by the whole of this University ; and will assist in main- 
taining the true faith of the Church, 

Egregio et honorabili ac sincere dilecto, Thome Knoll, civi civitatis 
Londoniensis. 

Honorabiiis el sincere dilecte, gratum et oplabile donum human!- 
tads vestre, volumen scilicet illud, duos libros Josephi ' Antiquilatum' et 
^de bello Judaico' in sc complectens, jampridem per manus magistii 
Roberii Mettford, arcium magistri, confratris nostri carissimi libcnter 
el cum magna gratuJacione accepimus. Nee enim quidquam videmus, 
quod vel vestra foriuna sapiencia et humanitatc dignius, aut nobis, 
qui studia humanitatis ac sapicncie colimus, optabilius facere possetis, 
quam hos gratissimos ac eleganiissimos libros Joseph), qui ad renim 
anliquarum cognicionem et sacrarum litterarum interpretacionem 
plurimum conferant, nostre Universitati tribuisse. Nam, si in unum 
benelicum et lilwralem esse prcclarum sit et laude dignum, quanti 
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cam deniqiie liberalitatem estimari convenit, ex qua magnus convenWs, 
magna muUiludo hominum atque tola magna quedam el ampLi 
Universitas singularem utilitatem alque optimos fructus percipieL 
Elcganter enim sapientea bonum quod communius sit et lacius pateai 
eo preferabiliua et divinius esse litteranim memorie prodidemnt. 
Veslra vero hec munificencia usque adeo late fuseque manat, ut eciam 
ad sacroaancte ecclesie Dei et orthodoxe fidei Christianeque religionis 
sustentacionem perduere videatur. Quare humanitati vestre singu- 
lares ct amplissimas gracias agimus; openimque dabimus, si qua in 
re nostra benevolencia aut opera vobis opporiuna fiierit, ut et hoc 
munere vestro alque liberalitate nos dignos judiceiis. Datum Oxonit 
in nostre congrtgadoms domo, meruis Decemiris die sexto. Cancellarius 
et Universitas studii Oxoniensis. 



Testimonial letter for Master Richard Wyld. 
1443. Mbhorandum, quod sexto dccimo die Januarii, sigillata erat Uttera 

testimonialis pro magistro Ricardo Wyld, sub forma communi; 
ponitur folio vicesimo quarto. 



169. 
To the Archbishop of Canterbury. 



A greal abuse hat grown up in the University, by tht exaction 
immoderate and discreditable fees upon graduation ; which Master W. 
Babynlim has long been endeavouring to repress. In consequence of this 
his public spirit he has become involved in a ruinous lawsuit, determined 
at last in his favour, but the execution whereof is yet delayed by Iht 
frivolous subterfuges and appeals of his opponent. We believe both 
parlies are willing to submit the matter to your arbitration ; and we 
beg that in your wisdom you will take into consideration not otily the 
aspect of the case, as it concerns plaintiff' and defendant, but also the 
very serious scandal of Ike exactions in question, which were never 
heard of in time past. 

Reverendissimo in Christo palri, et domino nostro singuJari, Ai 
episcopo Cantuarienst. 

Memorandl'm, quod vicesimo octavo die mensis Januarii, sigill 
eral hec littera subscripla, que scquilur. 

Reverencias debitas pariier et honores, ac nostre devocionis 
pletum esequium. Non fugit, ut arbitramur, reverendissime 
Christo pater, a sacra veslra memoria, quanta diligencia, sollicitudii 
ac labore confiater noster, sincere dileclus magister W. fiabynli 
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decretorum doctor, vir sane gravis moribus, sciencia ac integritate 
vite apud nos probatus, extirpacionem abolicioneraque ' cujusdam 
perniciose consueludinis. que inter nos circa immodeTatas el turpes 
exacciones pecuniarum in succepcione graduum, contra bonos mores 
in nonnullis facultalibus jam din invaluiC, muliis diebus promoverit. 
£t quamvis in causa ilia extorcionis et injuste detencionis cujusdam 
summe pecuniarie, adveraus magistnim Johannem Scotbow decreto- 
rum doctorem coram commissariis domini regis judicialiter intendebat, 
damnum et jacturam rei familians persequi videatur, . ■ .' tamen et 
victoriam non dubitatnus ad commune bonum et honorem Universitatis 
nostre peninere. Quate cum idem confraier noster, magisler Willel- 
mus, ut accepimus, post magnas molesiias, moras, impensas et vexa- 
clones plurimas, victoriam optinuit, alque . . ,' magister Johannes 
Scotbow, excogitaiis quibusdaro artibus, subterfugiis et Crivolis appelia- 
cionibus, execucionem rei judicale retardet et suspendat; necnon 
uiraque pars ad hoc facile, ul audivimus, suum asscnsum accommodaret 
ut tota hec questio ei contraversia vestre paternitaiis arbitrio et 
diffinicione dirimalur ; horlamur in Domino ampliludinem et sacram 
gravitatem vestram, ac vehcmenter obsecramus, ut in examinacione 
hujua cause, (quam non dubitamus vos pro luce sapiencie, auctoriialis, 
et eminencic equo lance truLinare), ante oculos vestros staluatis non 
solum honestum el justisf.imum desiJerium nostrum', prosequentis 
dcsperatam quoque dcfensionem prefati tnagistri johannis, eciam jam 
damnatara ac recia diffinicione judicum reprobatam ; sed eciam 
honorem et decus Universitatis nostre, que jam muliis annis, sed 
nunquam majus quam in (his)' lemporibus, et per eum precipue, 
hujusmodi [urpiludine et comiptela diffamata et indlgne deformata 
fuit ; nedum in dispendJum prefati magistri Wiilelmi, verum eciam in 
quam plurimum succedencium sibi gradualorum prejudiciura pariier 
et gravamen. Exisiimat cnlm Unlversitas mater nostra, que hujus- 
modi quesius lurpissimi maculis respergi antiquitus non solebat, nunc 
per vestrum sagax et discretum arbilrium ac justam ordinacionem, 
sese notam hujus infamic effugere, atque pristine dignitatis laudem 
recuperare. Postremo ob illam humanitatem et graciam, quam 
hactenus eidem confratri nostro, magistro Willelmo in hac parte 
exhibuerttis, amplissimas gradas agimus ; humiUime supplicantes Dt 
in posterum, conlemplacione precacionum nostrarum, immensis ejus- 
dcm ponderalis «xpensis et laboribus, uberiorem favorem et graciam 
dominacionis veslre consequatur. Datum in nostre ongrtgacionii 
domo, jr. Cancellarius ct Universitas studii Oxoniensis. 

word illecible here in MS. ' vcUruiH MS. 
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Acquittaiice of Eynduun and Oseney Abbesrs. 

1443. MiHosAmiini» quod undevioesimo die Febmarii, djgilhta fimt 
aoqaielancia pro Abbale et conventa de Eynshamy pro qnadnigiiita 
acdidiSi de anno regni reg^ Henrid sezd vicemmo secondo^ nb 
fonna cmrnnnni, que p(xiitiir saperins folio tricesimo quarto. 

MmoaANnuify quod eodem die, sigillata eiat acqnietancia pro 
Abbale et conventa de OsD^y pro viginti sex solidisocto denaziia^sob 
eadem fonna et pro eodem anno regni regis Henrici sextL 

Indenture between the Dnke of Gloncester and the 

Univerntty, 

m wkick the laUer acknouMfges the receipt of one hundred and imeniy* 
nine Wfhmes, fy Me kande of Masters WiUidm Say and Ralph Urew^ 
the special wussengers of the former, 

1443. Hbc Imdintura, &cta Ozonie, vicesimo qninto die mensis Febmaiii, 
anno Domini millerimo qnadringentesimo qnadragedmo terdo, et r^jni 
regis Henrid sexd post conquestam vicesimo secundo, inter serenissi- 
mum et illnstrissimnm prindpem et dominum, inclitissimum dominum 
Hmnfridum, regom filhun, fratrem et patruum, ducem Gloacestrie, 
comitem Pembrocfaie et magnnm camerarium Anglie ex una parte, 
ac suam humillimam et perpetuam oratricem Universitatem' Oxonien- 
sem ex altera parte, testatur, quod dicta Universitas, de summa et 
magnificentissima liberalitate predicti inclitissimi principis, centum et 
FoL 67 b. triginta quinque volumina, per dilectos et speciales nundos suos, 
magistrum Willelmum Say et Radulphum Drew, ad ipsam Universi- 
tatem destinata recepit; quorum utique voluminum nomina cum 
iniciis secundorum foliorum inferius describuntur, 

Inprimis, Anselmus Cantuar. 

Archiepiscopus . . secundo folio sicui promissa. 

Item, ^ lerarchiam sub-ceks- 

tium ' . . . . secundo folio in libro universali doc- 

trina, 
Item^ Augustinus ^ De vera 

inocencia ' . . . secundo folio in tabula ordo ieniporum. 
Item, Trevett 'Super Psal- 

terium ' • . . • , secundo folio . faciendum. 
Item, Augustinus * Super fa- 

hanncm* .... „ . iibi m'st qui, 

' UmversUate MS. 
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Item, Petnis Blesensis . 


secundo folio libri 


-wuglmeroHtur 


Item, Joh. Crisostomus 'De 






compuncdone' . 


Mcundo folio 


meam. 


Item, Primum Kbniin Jo- 






hannis Crisostomi 'Ad 






Siagirium mmachum' . 


» 


oririaqme. 


Item, Librum memorie Am- 






brosii epiacopi 


>, 


ei immaieriaUa. 


Item, Librum commonitorium 










nitunturea. 


Item, Albertanus De modo 






dicmdi ei lacendV 


secundo folio libri 


deindt. 


Item, 'Mtditacio' beati Ber- 






nardi .... 


secundo folio 


eialii. 


Item, Liber ' Alktrtm ' . 


» 


cettrii. 


Item, ' £pislolaj ' Albini 


» 


imit jutliciam. 


Item, Johannem Damasce- 






num .... 


secundo folio libri 


sennm. 


Item, ' Dialogum ' Ocham . 


» 


Jesum ianquam. 


Item, Capgrave 'Super Re- 






turn, primum . 


secundo folio 


fiiUvir. 


Item, Capgrave ' Super Re- 






gum, lercium . 




fidgorem. 


Item, Capgrave ' Super Gene- 




ardttum. 


hem, Capgrave ' Super Exo- 






dum 


» 


-vHuditum. 


Item, Aihanasium '/fe THw- 






me^ . . . . 


secundo folio libri 


-raeti que. 


Ilem, ' Distimciona ' Abel . 


secundo folio 


Simeon. 


item, ' Speculum virgittum' . 


» 


atpradtcH medi 
cinam. 


Item, ' De vila Origmis ' 


>. 


diettur. 


Item, Johannes Faber 'In 






leclura a^r InsHtuta' . 


>. 


aue/oritat. 


Item, Johannia Andree, 






' Questionei tnereuriales ' . 


» 


COHC^iUt. 


Item, ' Cokctarium ' Johannia 






Galfridi super libros Decre- 






talium 


■ 


primum. 


Item, * CoUeetarium ' Johannis 






Galfridi . 




reeetsU, 



c 



irSanoBSL 



Lea. ' Cdk 



CI' 



Item. Ri'rtgn * waf^ 

Iteni^ ' Sptcmi2i:r€m ' 

Ixem, Sri:H!L Efanzc ^^ 

Ixem, * Duriiilu ' . 

Item, Pumm ^ohzDca tcxats. 

Item, Jofaumem An:!icc ' » 

Item, Baldom -/• ucT^rz a^ zru 

Item, ' Cltwumimas ccnitiimcirmii " 
Item, ' Sfuam ' . . . 
Item, Joh. Andree . 
Item, *" Ccmitancieniu ccncilii Gctus ' 
Item, Vinceodtis ^ In speado h's- 

toriali* .... 
Item, Vincenciixs ' In s{<cuh hxs 

toriaJi' .... 
Item, Vincencius */« speculo his- 

Ufriali* 
Item, * In tpeculo huioriali' 
Item, Vincencius '//r speculo natu- 

roll* . 
Item, Secunda pars Vincencii */« 

specula naturaW 
Item, * Speculum docirinale ' 
Item, Eusebium 
Item, Trogus Pompeius * Z?^ gcslis 

Romanorum ' 
Item, Egcsippum ' Be excidio Jude- 

orum* .... 
Item, * Eulogium hisioriale Anglie ' 
Item, * Excidium Troje* secundum 

Darctcm frigium 



srcmAfafcp jmOce sidlaims. 



as. 



de cemsmlihtt. 



n 



imperaicnrit. 
€jctra, 
aihas, 
expirei. 
mm cwrcU. 

quia Herodes. 

Pipinumjam, 

in CO pauca. 
'Um hamas. 

quid uipoie, 

posicione, 
crealurarum. 

rubroque. 

-turali filie. 

donuslici, 
esset indt'cora. 

Hercules, 
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Item, ' Flora kisloriarum ' 


sectmdo rolio casaBtnmi. 




Item, Chronica dicta ' Sea/a mundi 


„ annoprmo. 










frumetili 


„ mate me. 




Jlem, Secundam partem Johanni 






Granarii de loco frumenti , 


-boHtur. 




lleni, secundam et tcrciam Johanni 




FoLMa. 


Granarii de Joco frumenti . 


kinc inde. 




Item, ' PoUcTonUon ' 


tapitneit. 




item, ' Epilhomam'T'Hi Livii . 


„ tducahu. 




Item, • Epi/homam' Tili Livii . 


tubila. 




Item, Primam jiariem Titi Livii 


coaUscmdum. 




Item, Secundam partem Titi Livii 


urbem. 




Item, Josephum ' In anliquUatibui ' 


tradere. 




Item, Joseplium ' In anliquiialibus ' 


ab extremis. 




Item, Dbrum SwetoniJ Gaii . 


-undrim. 




Item, ' Panagericum ' Plinii 






Item, 'Epislolcu' Plinii secundi 


mm me. 




Item, Johannem Boccasium . 


-riarum. 




Item, Johannem Boccasium 


„ amicicie. 




Item, Johannem Boccasium . 


„ nonrnferf^. 




Item, Johannem Boccasium ' de mm 






tibus' .... 


„ ttgned. 




Item, Ubrum Andree dominici 


„ -retort. 




Item, Frandscum Petrarcham 


'tati. 




Item, Franciscum Petrarcham 


„ vide spacium. 




Item, Franciscum Petrarcham 


„ iaat mesticie. 




Item, Franciscum Petrarcham 


sifilia. 




Item, Franciscum Petrarcham 


„ toto orbe. 




Item, Franciscum Petrarcliam 


„ quia ttuHt. 




Item, ' Vitam Camilli' . 


rebus gestis. 




Item, Libri Lconardi 


•lerpret. 




Item, Peiram Candidum . 


inqtdreniibus. 




Item, ' Epistolas Herberli 


., emoriatur. 




Item. ' Vitam Cimonu el Lucilli' 


komimlna. 




Item, ' Epislolas ' Petri Abaralardi 


dicent. 




Item, Dbrum ' D/ r( mihlari' 


„ -cioHe. 




Item, Nicholai de Clcmcngiis ' Epis 






loW 


vol. 




Item, ' Oraeiontm ' Eschinis . 


„ mmorrt. 




Item, ' Commeniaria ' Gaii 


allistimo. 




Item, ' Vitam MareiiAntaHu' 


■etit eorum. 
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Item, Catonem Sensorium 
Item, Tranetta * Super Boicio ' 
Item, ' Pelapide vitam ' . 
FoL 68 b. Item, Palladium ' De agrtcultura ' . 
Item, Titmn Livium ' De republica ' 
Item, ' Epistolas declamcUorias ' 
Item, ' Isagogicum mor alt's discipline * 
Item, ' Vilam Romuli* . 
Item, ' VHam Detneirii' . 
Item, ' Epislolas ' Symmachi . 
Item, * Cosmographia ' Ptholomei 
Item, Victorius * De Architectura ' . 

Item, Dioscorides ^ De simplicibus 

medicis^ 

Item, Aristoteles ^ De generacione 

animalium* . . . . 
Item, Librum primum ' De simplici- 

bus medicis ' . . . . 
Item, Boicium commentatum . 
Item, Ovidium * De fastis ' 
Item, Gwillimum de Saliseto . 
Item, * Phisica ' Plinii secundi Verio- 

nensis 

Item, ' Commeniaria ' Dantes . 
Item, Terencii Varronis tres libros 

* De origine lingue latine* 
Item, Sallustium ' In Catalinario ' . 
Item, Librum Dantes 
Item, Verba greca,et interpretaciones 

lingue latine .... 
Item, Sermo * Super libros Vir- 

gtlit 

Item, Claudianum minorem . 

Item, Ovidium *• Methamorphoseos' 
moralizatum .... 



secundo folio 


si mm eo. 


» 


caialogo. 


>» 


Colo senior. 


» 


'tes bibencium. 


}> 


optime. 


» 


'Sulis, 


>i 


missa. 


}> 


publicam. 


» 


magnitudine. 


5> 


sicut ipse videris. 


» 


vel toto. 


M 


quia et Uberaci" 




(mum. 


» 


vocal quia. 


» 


inhis habent. 


>» 


jam ostendimus* 


»> 


juxta dictum. 


l» 


dexter adest. 


»> 


infirmi. 


>> 


viginli * nastur- 




cium. 


>f 


et tormentcUmnt, 


» 


pecus. 


>> 


honoris cupido. 


>> 


-ate. 


t> 


antidicas. 


» 


olim. 


» 


anxie. 


11 


amare. 



^ The words ' viginti ' and < nasturtium * do not occur together in Pliny's ATat. 
Hist, The word in this MS. is undoubtedly ' nasturtium,' but Mr. Madan, whose 
opinion has been invited on the subject, thinks it is perhaps a mistake of the scribe 
for * nascentium* In Plin. Nat, Hist. Table of Contents (Lib. xix. cap. ai) occnrs 
the word 'fuucentium^ and later on (cap. 44) * nasturtium* Probably the 
scribe has confused the number of a chapter with the text 
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Item, Nonium Marcel I um 
Item, Ricardum ' De polis ' 
Item, Comenia Boicii ^ Dt consola- 

Itcm, Calonem comentatum 

Item, Librum Terrencii cum tabula. 

Item, Adamas 

Item, Franciscum Petrarcham . 

Item, Effidium ' De regimine prin- 

eipum' 
Item, ' Novam Iraduceionrm iocius 

policie Plaimice ' 
Item, ' Dt viiiorum inter ; 

rencia' 
Item, ' Vilas iriginla virortim illus- 

Irium "... 

In quorum omnium fidem et testimonium sigillum commune Uni< 
versitatis predicte presentibus est appensum. Datum Oxmie in msire 
eongregadonis domo, die et annis supradiclis. 



dux capias. 
-/is dono. 
ad Pamphilum. 
■lamus meus. 
ignorabam. 

magnam. 

'vis inciialam. 



To the Bishop of Chichester'. FoI.6ga. 

Daily experience shows Ike necessity of a head to every body, and every 
member thereof; and whereas by the reiignalion of our Chancellor we 
find ourselves without one, we hope you will approve our choice of a suc- 
cessor, that the University may not languish in a stale of widowhood, but, 
like another Esther, may put away her mourning garments and, arrayed 
in queenly attire, find favour in the eyes of her prince. 

Reverkndo in Christo patri et domino, Domino Ricardo, Dei graeia 1443. 
episcopo Cicestriensi. 

Humillime devocionis spiritu reverencias debitas tanio patri et 
domino merSto tribucndas cum honore, et ad opiaia animum graciosiua 
inclinarc. Reverend issime in Christo pater et domine, quoniam 
praxis quotidiane satis cxperiencia edoccmur quod corporis cujusdam 
viventis salus diu* florere nequit, cujus per anxielatis lesureve incom- 
moda calumpniam jam pali capud evidencius cemitur ; quo multo 

' Thi> epislle is in the ume hand u £p. 169, and \t >o bintly written and 10 
illegible that it kciiu impossible to moke a complete tiansciipt. The weavt, it ii 
hoped, is faiily leptttcnttil here. ' dius MS. 
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magis virtus elongaii conspicitur . . .' mcmbronim ; et singijla in 
proximo lapsum spondent irremediabilem, si jam penitus orbata capiie 
moram prestolcQlur longiorem: Hinc esl^ quod nos dominacionem 
vestram Informare decrevimus super viduilatis eventu nostre ruatris 
alme, el resignacione libera venerabilis viri, nuper Cancellarii aosid ; 
in cariiatis visceribua affcctuosius unanimiter exoranles, ut intuiru' 
vestre pietatis viscerose, quam erga matrem noslram semper gerilis. 
nee audita minuant nee sinistre rclaia quomodolibet expellant : sed 
matris desolacione humanissime compaciendo, ne supplicacionis nosire 
pupilli paciamur repulsam, inleme caritatis fervor vestre dommacionis 
preeordia stimulet ad precata, sicuti . . . ' legittime ' eleccionis mattuitate 
vos singulariler in peculiarem sibi sponaum preeligendo ... * sic vesnis 
utinam quam cicius gracioeis per presenciam frui mercatur amplcxibus, 
que sic tandem desolacionis exuta vcstibus et meroris, tanqtiam Hester 
delicata novis indula glorie, sub remige tanio ampliorem inveniai in 
conspectu illustrissimi principis graciam : ne honor ejus, plus solito 
insidiancium latratorum indies infestatus insuhibus, in concessis suc- 
cumbat libertatibus ; sed vestre proteccionis graciose munimine paritet 
et pradencia animosius roboretur, ut sic liberius quieciusque suos 
lactet ab uberibus filios, quos a cunabulis diudne° educans ad honoris 
culmina non desintt promovere. Afflictonim Consolator Deus domi- 
nacionis vestre dies felicitet, et optati regiminis inftammet ad afTectum. 
Scriptum Oxonie in noitre congregacionis domo mensis March' die primo- 
Universitas sCudii Oxoniensis. .^— 



171. M 

To the Archbishop of Canterbury. 

We should have writlen to cvngratulale you on your Iramlation io iht 
set of Canlerhury, immedialely on receiving the neuis, but feared Io 
trespass upon your time, knowing haw detply you must have been engaged 
in affairs both temporal and spiritual ; now, however, that we understand 
you to be more at leisure, we desire to express our thankfulness thai, fy 
this your exaltation, the Church has obtained a wise, jusi, and learned 
prelate, and the University at once a great distinction and a powerful 
protector ; and we humbly beg that in all our business you will show 
your gracious favour towards us. 

Reverendissimo in Chrislo patri et domino, Domino Johanni, per- 
missione Divina Cantuariensi Archiepiscopo, tocius Anglie primaii ac 
apostolice sedis legato, nostro domino graciosissimo. 

These parts aie illegible. ■ est quod emsed io MS. ' intrnto MS. 
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Reverencias ommmodas cum obediencia filial! debiia tanto patri, ct 
vestre prelacie sidus lucifenim ad nostre relevacionis tutekm longeva 
per tempora piis radiis nililare. Etsi jamdudum statuerimus Hublimitati 
vestre, reverendissime in Christo paler, ob novos honores atque trans- 
tacionem vestram ad Cantuariensem sedem, simul atque nobis res 
CDgniia fucrit, litteris nostris congratulari — nam vestram eminenclam 
post alios dignitatum titulos ad hunc amplissimum statum et excelsam 
sedem provehi toti Universilati Osoniensi usque adeo gratissimum 
fuit, ut singulare sibi munus existimaret a celcsti majcstate tributum ; 
- — considerantes tamen maxim as curas, publi casque et pastorales 
occupaciones, quibus turn vesira patemiias disiringeretur, decreviraus 
pocius hujusmodi observancie et humanitatis officium aliquantum 
lempus imcrmittere, quam graves el arduas sollidtudines vestras nostris 
eciam intempestivis litteris onerare. Jam vero, cum vos a publicia 
munoribus aliquantulum acquievisse cognovimus, affeccionem et obser- 
vanciam nostram, tatiquam oporiuniori tempore captato, his liiteria 
congraiulariis nunciantes congralulamur ex inlimis animis excelleticie 
vestre. Nam ex hac preclara sublimacione vestra non solum ecclesia 
Anglicana doctum, justum ct sapientem primatem, scd Universitas 
eciam Oioniensis atudii ornamentum quoddam et decus, atque adversus 
morsus, calumnias, et contumelias obtrectatonim tutum presidium 
nobis accepisse videtur. Delalus enim est vobis excelsus honor, dignus 
aucioritate, sapiencia et virtule vestra ; ubi et lumen sciencie et viituiis 
vestre atque laus et gloria Oxoniensis studit elucere possit; ubi nos et 
in secundis rebus fiducia, et in adversis perfugium et solacium habe- 
bimus. Quare et supeme majestati gracias agimus, et nobis vehe- 
menter gaudemus. Postremo vestre amplitudinj obnixe et cum onini 
observancia obsecramus, ut, cum res et tempus postulet, in omnibus 
rebus, causis et negociis nostris vestre dominacionis bumanitatem, 
graciam et benevolenciam nobis impendere et exbibere dignemini. 
Valeat feliciter paternitas vestra in magnam etatem, reverendissime in 
Christo pater. Seriptum Oxonte in nosire congrtgacionis domo, meruis 
Marcii die scptimo decimo, Vestre patemitatis reverendissime humil- 
limfl oratrix Universitas studii Oxoniensis. 



^ Testimonial letters for Masters Henry Moorcote and 
Richard Pees. 
Memorandiw, quod anno Domini millesimo quadringeniesimo 
quadragesimo quarto, mensis Aprilis die tercio, sigillate erant due littere 
testimoniales pro magistris Henrico Moorcote et Ricardo Pecs ; sub 
forma communi, que ponilur folio vicesimo quarto. 
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\. Acqutttaiicc of Ksitcr Wm. Kynwolmersche, for fine 
paid by him. 
ntWit UtaUB, tpcA sexto accima die Aprilis, in convocacione 
magirttanini ngeaaam cA non-regencium, sigiUala est acquteuntia 
iMgwtro Wiildmo Kjnwolmendie, sub h&c roima, * de centum teltdis 
M&tfu t^men^ah, to juadmom mrtpil infra atmum post suam b'cenda- 
c i am tm tb Moera tieetcgia.' 

T^tiBonlal letter tor Master John Brystwjrk. 

MM WAWUn^qnod eodem BCxto decimo die Aprilis. in eadem con- 

■maaao e , Mgflktft at Utten leatiiniionialis magistro Johanni Brjstwjk. 



172'. 
To the Doke of QooeeBter. 
7i gate at emd odm^jnm^ hta^td gifh it eaty, hit ta remdtr im 
tkmkt «md praitt u, m jAu world, ii^ottiBie. 7Z( vtry Jhrrtftm ^ 
ehgtuMct, toticA Jbmt Jrem Hu imptrixhd^ merit of Cicero ami 
DtmeiAata, iremghi b> t^it agatm fy yo$a- txerttons, moidd h cx^ 
hautied at Ike effort: your retoard mtut 6e hereof Itr. TTuu, instiffSeiad 
U> do Justice to your drmne merit, ^joe fly for refuge to your inAi^eme, 
and beg you to accept instead thereof our gratitude and an everlasting 
remembrance of your name. For, though the fame of your liberality 
were known in the uttermost regions of the earth, and though all edu- 
cated men should desire your favour, and vie with each other in devoting 
their labours to the increase of your honour, yet here in Oxford must 
ever be the home of your glory: and while distant rays may reach 
the students of every clime, here we enjoy, so to speak, the very beams of 
the sun itself. We hope that you will not think we have been retnt'st in 
delaying for a time to write to you: we have done so because i» heard 
that you were shortly coming to this neighbourhood, and we hoped to have 
an qpportunify of thanking you in person : suspect not the reality of our 
gratitude ; would that you could lay upon us some command, which 
would prove the sincerity of our devotion I 

QuAKTAS gracias et laudes nos celsitudini (ue, princeps illustrissime, 

debeamas, dbi pro luce sapiende tue longe facilius est estimare quam 

nobis pencribere. Nam magnificendam illorum pulchenimorum 

munenim et immOTtalium dononim, quibus Universilatem studii 

* There i* do addren or d«te to Ibit epistle. 
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Oxoniensis liberal issime confoveris et ornaris, suspicere, admimri 

totisque mentibus colere et semper venerari possumus; sed j'uslis 

graciis prosequi, aut dignis kudibus ornare, nunquam, Vincit enim 

omnem dicendi copiam, omne agendarutn graciarum genus ilia eximia 

vittus, liberalitas et magniticencia tua. Unde fit ut lacteus ille fons 

eloquencie, luis istic amplissimis et etemis donis afBuenter exundans 

(quern tua excellencia mira quadam derivacione de Italia, de Grecia 

aliisque disjunctissimis terris in Angliam iraduxit, iia ut preclara ilia 

opera ac elegantissima precepta Ciceronis et Demosthenis, quasi a 

lenebris evocata, jam tua ope et virtuie in luce el in oeulis omnium 

versentur). in luis tamen hudibus atque graciis lue serenitati agendis, 

tanquam lirlutum et beneficiomin tuonim magnitudine exhaustus, 

arescat. Quo fit ut omnes intelligere possimus illas singulares vinulea 

tuas ct immortalia dona humano ore saiis digne laudari non posse ; et 

quasi terrenas gracias et humanas laudes dedignancia celeste premium 

et supcrnam retribucionem expeciare. Itaque cum gracias tuis divinis 

mcriiis dignas nee verbis quidem agere valeamus, ad tuam beuignitatem, 

cujus pre te fers inter ceteras virtutes insigne nomen, confugimus; 

vehemenier obsecranles ut gralos, mem ores, et obsequeniissimos 

animos noslros scmpiternamque apud nos nominis lui gloriam loco 

graciarum suscipias. Nam etsi clarissima humanitatis, liberalitatts, 

celcrarumqiio regianim virtutum Tama ad exlremas orbis terrarum 

partes penetravit, et ad omnes, qui optima et libcralissima sapiencie 

Eludia colanl, pcrcrebuerit ; ila ut omnes eruditi viri non solum aroorem, 

graciam et benevolenciam luam certalim appetant, veritm eciam labores 

et opera sua nomini tuo consecrare, aique excellencium ingenionim 

monumenta tuo splendore illustrare contendant ; hac tamen munifi- 

cencia et liberalitaie, qua in nos usus sis, factum est ut hec illustris 

nominis tui gloria non incertis sedibus vagari, sed proprium domicilium 

in Universitate sludii Oxoniensis habere videatur, ubi laudis insignia et 

monumenta nominis tui in perpeluum requiescanl. Proinde cum lua 

Eublimitas huic seculo ct etati nostre lumen aitulisse omnibus litieratis 

videatur, nos ceteris omnibus longe feliciores sumus : quod ipsi radiis 

tantum, longe tamen lateque diffusis, nos vero ipso sole, ui ita dixeiimus, 

oblectemur. Jam vero amplitudinem tuam obsecramus, princeps 

humanissime, diuturnum silencium litterarum nostrarum alque hujus- 

modi officii iniermissionem egre non feras, nee negligencie aut in- 

gratiludini, sed observancie pocius ac cuidam opinioni noatre atiribuas. 

Nam ubi nuper magnificum illud et illuslre libronim munus ad aliaFoL7ob> j 

singularia ct aniplissima dona tua accumulaium accei>erimus, fama 

apud nos fuit te prope diem palacia quedam et predia tua, ad oblecta- 

cionem animi laxamentumque curarum hac ingredienle estate visere 
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el obire. atque eciam non tonge a nobis iter facere staCuisse. Unde 
nos magna leticia affecti, non litieris aut mulis apicibus absetites, sed 
vive vocis organo presenles, tuumque vulmm et spirancia ora tnluentes. 
laudes et gracias divinis his merilis tuis dignas pro viribus agere el 
celebrare apud tuam serenitaiem decrevimus. Venan cam aliter rea 
eveniat, ad litteras, quasi expeciata opportutiitate defraudati, recur- 
rimus, humillime supplicantes ut, si prius in hujusmodi observancie 
officio lardi, nunc in mora purganda seduli ac celeres judieemur. Nam 
ubi pietatem, fidem, aut aliquod observancie officium requiras, si hi, 
quos lantis beneficiis omaris, in te colendo aut observando ianguereni? 
Deleatur igitur ex animo omnis negligencie, obhvionis aut ingratitu- 
dinis suspicio ; et nos totos ex debito tuos tueque voluntati dedilos et 
obsequentissimos judices. Quod utinam aliquid, quod equum el lua 
sublimilate dignum forel, nobis pro honore, gloria, et Felici statu tuo 
agendum injungeres, ubi vicissim nostrum obsequium ac observancii 
erga excellenciam tuam reluceret. Nihil enim optabilius aut jocundius 
nobis obtingere posset. Valeatque feliciter celsitudo lua, illustrissime 
el ornatissime princeps; quam in omnibus rebus dirigat equissimus 
bonorum omnium Reiributor. Tui humiles et perpetui oratores 
Cancellarius et Universitas Sludii 



Testimonial letter for Master John Albon. 

Memorandim, quod anno Domini tnillesimo quadringentesimo 
quadragesimo quarto, et quarto die Julii sigillala fuit liltera lestimonialis. 
sub forma communi, pro WilleJmo Albon, doclore in decretis, ordinis 
S. Benedicli. 

173. 

To the Abbots and Priors of the Order of S. Benedict. 

assembled in Chapter at Northampton. 

The first instiilmeiU 0/ your liberal donation for the erection of the 
school of theology has beat duly reaived ; and we desire to expresi our 
hear If ell thanks. T/ie building progresses, but our funds are quite ex- 
hausted. We hope, therefore, that you will not attribute it to any dislmsl 
that we now send one of our Proctors, Master J. Trystrop, requesting 
you to pay into his hands, if convenient to you, the remainder of the sum 
promised. 

Reverkndis in Christo patribus, Abbatibua et Prioribus S. Benedict!, 
in capiiulo generali Northamtonie congregaiis. 

Magnum quidem et memorabile donum, reverend! in Christo patres, 
quandam videlicet pecuniariim summam, ad ereccionem fabricamque 



A 
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I scolarum, dudum apud nos communi consilio inchoalam, 
auctoriiatt' el assensu tocius ordinis vestri capiluli, jam pridem apud 
Northnmptoniam congregati, tribuit nobis religio vestra ; ob quam 
eximiam et divinam liberalilatem ingentes paternitatibus vesiris et 
atnplissimas gracias agimus. Verum cum suinme nobis promisse 
unam superioribus diebus partem recepimus, aUeraque porcio jam 
reliqua supersU ; mittimus inpresenciarum ad reverendas patcrnitates 
vcstras confratrem nostrum magistrum Johannem Trystrop, alterum 
procuralorem Univerailatis nostre ; ut ipse, si vobis quoque id graium 
fueril, residues nummos nomine nostro consequaiur. Earn namque 
gravitatem, religionem el auctoritatem vestram agnoscimus, ut nee de 
benevolencJa vestra nee de fide neque de constancia desperemus. 
Porro opus ceptum, quoad facuUas nostra ferat, maturare el ad op- 
lalam consummacionem deducere summo studio et desiderto conamur ; 
sed rei magnitudo ihesaurum pene omnem el erarium nostrum ex- 
hausit. Unde, quo necessitas nobis urgencior immineat ', eo munili- 
cencia vestra grata opportuaior et longe jocundior erit. 



174. 

A false report officially contradicted. F 

A report having bten cinulated thai our late proctor, master J. Tris- 
trope,hinder{d and finally prevented the graduation of master J. Paknam; 
we hereby declare the said report to be devoid of any foundation. Master 
Paknam was not in any way imfxded, or put to expense or trouble {except 
such as are required by our statutes) in taking any degree to which his 
standing entitled him : nor has Master Tristrope in Ms, or any olhtr 
case, exceeded the duties of his office. 

Umversis sancte matris ecclesie Gliis, ad quos presentes liltere 
pervenetinl. Cancellariua Universilatis Oxoniensis ceiusque unanimis 
magisirorum regencium et non-regencium in eadem salutem in omnium 
SalvBlore. Quia ex certa reiacione quorumdam jam nuper audivimus, 
quod quidam, in ccrtis Anglie parlibus Talsis ac injustis accusacionibus 
fidem adhibenies, predicant el imponunt quod venerabilis vir et dilectUB 
confraler nosier, magisler Johannes Tristrop, jam nuper nostre Univer- 
silatis alter procurator, quandara venerabilem virum.Johaitncm Paknam, 
utriusque juris bachillarium, ab optati Bui gradus suscepcione diu 
retardavit, et Analiter impedivit; in predict! Johannis prejudicium 
non modicum et gravamen ; Hinc nos, falsis ac injuslia hujuscemodi 
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cionibus obviare voientes, has nostras per litteras attestamur p 
faium venerabilem virum, Johannem Paknam, a sui gradus suscepciooe 
nullatenus fuisse impeditum ; sed, absque quacumqile inquiecadone 
seu bonorum suorum amissione, omnem gradum, pro tunc sibi coq- 
grueniem, ad placitum suum honorifice recepisse. Et constat nobis 
dilecium confratrem nostrum, magistrum Johannem Tristrope, contra 
prefatum Johannem, sicut nee contra quemlibet ahum, in isto negodo 
nihil egisse, indiscrete attemptasse seu quomodolibet exegisse; nisi 
prout ex statuiis, consuetudinibus, privilegiis et libertatibus nostre 
Universitaiis — ad que illesa servanda prefatus confrater noster speciale 
prestitit juramentum^facere potuit et debuit congruenter. In cujus 
rei testimonium sjgillum commune nostre Untversitatis present] bus est 
appensum. Datum in nostre congrtgacionis demo, decimo now die 
s /uJii, anno Domini milleiimo quadringenlisis 



175- 

To the Duke of Gloucester. 



By your magnificfnt a 
iooks, this University lias become ria 
so thai we scarcely Imaw where i 
written that is worth reading is n 



om having been well-nigh i 
•r than any other in these treaxu 
bestow them. Whatever has I 
accessible hrre to all com 



the Greek and Latin tongues in their original majesty, for 
centuries consigned to oblivion, by your instrumentality j 
again ; and here too are being placed most elegant works dedicaled, arm 
doubt many others will hereafter be, to your name. Hither flock fn 
every land men of industry unwearied and of acutest intellect. We 1| 
you could behold with what greediness and thirst for knowledge the ft 
of students hang over your books ; and hear how they encourage ^ 
stimulate each other. TTie gift is a noble action of a noble mind; , 
prince, however great his learning, his lore of literature, his pairen 
of scholars, could have devised one more in harmony with hu t 
cultured taste. Our words are too feeble to express our thanks, and \ 
wish for a permanent memorial of your generosity. If we could place y, 
books in a suitable chamber, separate from others, the crowding of J 
readers might be avoided ; and for this purpose we would offer the n 
school now in building. The situation is retired and quiet, and -f 
venture to suggest that the new library should be called by your not 
Will your boundless charily excuse this presumptuous suggestioi 

' This idtimouia.! is misplaced, it should, ai Ibe date shows, come i 
before the testimoQial letter for Nicholai CarguL 



EPISTOLAE ACADEMICAE. 



=45 



Serenissimo atque illustrissimo principi, Humfrido, duci Gloucestrie, i445- 
coiniti Pembrochie, magno camerario Anglie et domino nostro gra- 
ciosissimo. 

Cum dudum, illustrissime princeps et magniiicentissime cleri 
palrone, deditissimam sercniiaii vestre ancillam matrem noslram am- 
plissimis, immorlalibus divinisque tnuneribus splendide omaveritis, rem 
omni laude dignissimam credimus vos egisse : rem profecio qua nihil 
Uluslrius, nihil elema retiibucione dignius, nihil deiiique in orbe 
lerrarum precelsius quisquam hominum efficere poiuisset. Quid enim 
preclarius, quid nobilius quam UniversiCatem OKOniensem, jam ope 
vcstra omnium florentissimam, paulo ante libronim valde inopem, 
cumulalissirais insignissimonim voluminum pulcherrimisque donis non 
mediocriter dlviiem efFecisse, sed longe ditissimam ; adeo ut publicum 
ejus erarium vis conlinere possSl divicias ? Adeo certe ut nihil fere 
usquam leecione dignum fuerit, cujus illic propaiulus non datur 
intuims. Hie enim prisca Greci Lalinique sermonis majestas, quam 
incuria hominum infinilis pene seculis obscuravit, palrocinio vestro in 
lucem traducta reflorescit. IsUc insuper elegantissima opera nomini 
vestro dedicala reponuntur ; quibus baud dubium non pauca super- 
addei posteritas, Isiic homines industria agiles, ingeniia acerrimi ab 
omni orbis circumferencia velut ad centrum confluunt ; ut ab uberrimis 
Tontibus hauriant docirinam quam universis diFTundant : Ex quo fit ut 
elerna lam magnifice liberalitatis monumenta omnium nacionum 
gralulacionibus consecrenlur, O si celsitudini vestre interesse daretur 1 
Ut cerneretis quam sicienter, quam avide studencium coorles libris 
vestris ceitatim incumbunt; apud se dicunt: • Non est segnitiei locus ; 
maximi adiuni hospites, et maximo eurandi impendio dormirt totis 
noctibus non sinunt, vigilandum est, laborandum rsl.' Nemo illos sine 
admiracione respicil, cunctis una voce lestantibua se nunquam libros 
tanta claritate conspicuos, lanta gravitate refertos vidisse. Itaque 
ctarissimum animum non minus clarum munus decuil. Quid enim 
doctissimus atque eloquentissimus princeps, quid ingeniorum cuUor I 

sollertissimus, quid indulgenlissimus sludii amaior quam speciosissima 
ingenii atque doctrine omamenla congruencius daret? Rarissiraa 
cene munera jocundissimaquc ; et, si verum rei precium exquiralur, 
inestimabilia : pro quibus si irapares gracias agamus, beneficioram 
magnitudini tribuas : agimus tamen quam possumus magnas. Sed, 
ut ait Cicero, majorcs habemus, quibus exprimendis et accuraciore 
sdlo et feliciore opus esset eloquio. Ad quod unum porro sufficimus, FoL 7a • 
peculiariler In elerna memoria recolendi estis. Et ut per hoc, si quid 
maximo addi poasil, tante munilicencie gloria Hat illustrior, optamuB 
sacram et celebrem scienciarum sedem reparari; ubi honorificenciuB 
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et ad mUiiaiem siudendum todto cc»nm<K!ius libri vestri ab aUis «- 
gregati collocenlur. Jam enim, si quis, u[ 6i, uni libro inhereat, aliis 
siudere voleniibus, ad Ires ve! quatuor, pro viciniLate coUigadonu, 
precludit accessmn. luque locua huic rei nobis maxime videmr 
idoneus, ubi venerabiUs vir et Cancellarius nosier, semper reipublke 
aiDantissJmus. magister Thomas Cbace, spectabilem novanim scolanim 
fabricam. ad cetera sue virtutis testimonia. insjgni mensura ' ab hiuno 
erexit : quam nos cito, quoad extgua suppetebat faculias, promovimus. 
Hie locus, propterea quod a strepitu secular! remocior, bibliotbece 
admodum videtur conveniens : cujus fundacionis tilulum, si magnilQ- 
dini vestre acceptabile fuerit, cum omni devocione ofTerimus : presu- 
menles quod ignea \irtus et accensa caiitas vesira frenum nesdal. 
cum alias accusabilis fuerit, hie excusabilis reddilur ilia presumpcio. 
Elegandgsima scribendi brevitas vestra ne longius vagemur admonet: 
sabsistimus igitur, Deum orantes cunctosque celicolas, ut sereniiaieni 
veslram'. lam sanguinis quam ingcnii nobilitate omataiii, Dotninus* 
jubeat in statu felicissimo florere. Datum in aosire congregaiifmt 
domo, quartodecimo die Julii. Devoiissima et perpetua oratrix vestta 
Universitas atudii Osoniensis. 

A copy of ' Pbaedo ' lent to the Duke of Gloucester. 

Memorandum, quod anito Domini millesimo quadringentesimo 
quadragesimo quiiito, mensis Januarii die lercio decimo, deliberatus 
erai domino duci Gloucestrie liber Platonis ' in Phedone,' sub forma 
mutui, secundo folio ' ex quo cogiiare,' in convocacione magislronim 
regencium et non-regencium. 



). The University undertakes to indemnify Master John 
Trysthorp the proctor. 

His special sial /or our honour, faithful discharge of duly, and unusual 
labours in prestrving ptace and resisting infringement of our privileges 
moving us thereto, we hereby undertake to bear Master foHn Trysiha 
harmless, at our expense, in all suits which may arise out g/" k 
conduct during his office as Proctor. 

Mehoranduv, quod anno Domini millesimo quadringentt 

' menMram MS. • After tieitram occure a blol or smear and 

on the MS. and then the word ffeiih, whntuvct it may mean; piobo 
■s 'ingtHii' is only separated from it by three words. ' Tt 

above noted eitends downwuda into the line below, alter the word ~ 
Daifiinut. This tnny perhaps be Domini, if to, a word \i gone of 
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quadragesimo quinlo', mensis Aprilis die nono, sigillata erat quedam 
obligacio concernens personam magistri Johannis Tiysthorp, pro tunc 
procuraioris dicte Univerailaiis, sub hac forma: Universis Cliristi 
fidelibus, ad quos presenles littere pervenerint, Cancellarius Univer- 
siiaiis Oxoniensis cet usque unanimis m agist rorum regenciura in 
eadem saiulem in omnium Salvatore : Quia venerabilis vir magister 
Johannes Tryslhorp, confraier noster et nostre Univereitalis providus 
alter procurator, pacis el honoris ejusdem Universiiaiis specialia 
lelator, bene ct fldeliter eicecuius est ea que ad suum officium hujus- 
modi spectant; laboribus non parcendo insoleniibus et pacem dicte 
Universitaiis infringentibus resistendo, propter quietem studii ejusdem 
consequendam ; unde dicta Universitas, diligenciam ejus considerana 
et curam circa pacem et quietem studii sui, obligat se per presentes 
dictum magistrum Johannem defendere, et setvare indemnem surap- 
tibus et expensis ipsius Universitatis erga quosctinque, in causis 
singulb dictum suum ofiicium tangentibus, pro tempore quo hujus- 
modi officium occupavit. In cujus rei tesiimonium sigillum commune 
dicte Universitatis presentibus est appensum. Datum Oxonie in nottre 
congregaa'onis domo, mensis Aprilis die nono, anno Domini millesimo 
quadringenltsimo quadragesimo quinlo, rignique regis Hmrici texH 
post conquestum vieetimo tercio. 

176. 
To the King. 
Thai the welfare 0/ the realm is your care we know from the kindness 
you have ever shown towards this l/niversily. Our words but feebly 
express our gratitude for your goodness lo us, and, through us, to the 
Church al large. Mailer Gascoigne, late our Chancellor, has resigned 
thai office from insufficient means, we believe, to support the dignity 
with credit. No one has ever discharged the duties of Chancellor so 
efficiently ; under hit rule vice has been repressed, virtue and learning 
encouraged, peace fostered. We greatly desire thai he would consent to 
be again our Chancellor ; and hope, that by thus committing his cause 
toyou, we may find thai help which we are ourstlves unable to afford. 

Sekenissimo principi et domino, domino nostro meluendissimo, 
Henrico, Dei gracia Anglie et Francie regi iUustrissimo, 

Insignissimo el Christian issimo principi, Anglie el Fiancie iUustris- 
simo regi, cum omni devocione observanciaa et bonorcs : Serenissime 
princeps, cum sacram majestaicm vestram semper reipublice aman- 
lissimam per singula gestorum insignia facile intelleximus, maxime 
' quarto MS., but see ad fin. 
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lamen ex t-o quod Universiialem vesiram Oxoniensetn, non solid 
antiquis priviiegiis et liberCatibus inconcussis, veriim eciam novis 
eximie magnificencie beneficiis aique pristine digmtaiis ampliBcacione 
decoravLt. Quod ulique bummia laud i bus celcbraiidum el otnni 
graciarum acciotie ab universis Christianis prosequendum est, sed 
et a nobis peculiari quodam modo, qui tarn magoilice liberalitalis 
proxime sumus parlicipes. Itaque cumulaUssimas graciarum acetones 
redderemus, si ad exprimendam devocionem, quani mente gerimus, 
verba suppeterent. O preclara beneficia, quibus non modo glorie 
vestre quin eciam fidei Christiane et communi liominum saluti con- 
sulitis! Vera ulique et non refragabilis velerum sentencia est anes 
honore nutriri. Quid igitur, quum studiosos iia regiua favor applaudil, 
nonne ad imitacionem virtuiis ceteri accendunlur ? Ac ilia, ubicum- 
que gencium imperet, beatam necesse est efBciat rempublicam. Quod 
in venerabili et probatissime virlulis viro, magislro Thoma Gascoygne, 
nostro jamdudum reciore el Cancellario, salis sumus experti ; qui 
tempore sui felicis regiminis lam forliier quam perse ve ranter, tam 
prudenter quam salubriier omnia rexit atque moderaius est, ut nee 
Fol. 73 a. majori siudio neque dignioribus ex causis quemquam commendare 
debeamus. Dium itaque sciencia erudilum, sapiencia gravem, circum- 
speccionc providum, el sanclimonia vile insignem, celsitudini vesire 
commendamus ; vehemenlcr obsecrantes quatinus pie considerscionis 
oculos in lias commendacionis nostre lilteras relorquere dignemini- 
Obieslamur insuper, ei iterum alque iierum obsecramus, ut sibi, qui 
jam pridem Cancellariatus sui officium in manus nostras sponte et 
libere resignavit, quamprimum et quam humanissime reverendos 
affatus liiierarum vesirarum destinelis ; quo earumdem contemplacione 
iilud resume!. Est etenim, ut omnes et singuli indubiiata fide lenerous, 
Universitaii huic vestre rector summopere necessarius : sub cujus 
dudum regimine omnia letis auspiciis processerunt. Nunquam vitia 
artius premebantur, nunquam virtutes aut sludia liiierarum et sapiencie 
studiosius colebantur, nunquam pacis iranquilliias gracilis fovebatur. 
Hunc ideo talem, lam erudilum el tam in omni virlutis genere pre- 
stantem, qui tot taniisque rebus nobis usui et ornamenio full, tanquam 
de republica optime meritum omnes una voce, nee ullo reclamanie, 
iteraio elegimus. Recusal onus subire : rei familiaris penuriain suspi- 
~ camur in causa, ob quam forsan sibi visum est cum honorificencia com- 

mode illud adminislrare non posse. Dereclui nimirum huic compaiimur 
sed subvenire non possumus; ideoque in celsam et sublimem polenciam 
vest ram causam commendamus. Postremo deprecamur ut annos 
vile vestre prorogel in longam eiatem cum gloria, et dcmum ab hoc 
solio mortali ad elernum transferal Is, apud quern foiis vjte est. Rex 



1 
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regum et Dominus dominorum. Scripium Oxonie in nostrc cotigrtga- H 

cionis domo, menm ApriUs die duoda^icesimo. Humillima oratrix H 

vcstra Universitas Oxonie. H 

Testimonial letter for Master Nicholas Gosse. ^ 

Memorandum, quod quinio die Julii, anno Domini millesimo quad- »445- I 

ringenleaiino quadragesirao quinio, sigillata erat liilera tesiimonialis I 

pro magistro Nicholao Gosse, sub eadem forma que habelur fotio I 

Acquittance of Nicholas Cargut, on payment of his fine. FoL 73 >>• 1 

Mbmorakduk, quod decimo die Julii, in convocacione magistrorutn I44S> I 

regencium et non-regencium sigillala erat acquieiancia Nicholao I 

Cargut, in legibus licencialo, de centum solidis, eo quod non incepit J 

infra annum post auam licenciacioncm in legibus. ^k 

Testimonial letter for Master John Trysthorpe. H 

Mekorandi'm, quod decimo nono die mcnsis Julii, in convocacione I445' 1 

magislrorum regencium et non-regencium, sigillata erat littera lesti' I 

roonialis sub communi forma pro magistro Johanne Trysthorpe, cum I 

hoc addito, ' nuptr alUrius procuraloris.' I 

Acquittance of Eynstaaro Abbey. I 

MEMORAKDrM, quod in congregacione regencium fuit acquietancia I44S- I 

sigillata sub hac forma : Noverint universi per presenles, nos, I 

magistrum Kobertum Burton, Canccllarium naium Universilalis Oxon- I 

iensis, el magistros Willelmum Mortone et Thomam Coplestone, M 

predicte Universilalis procuratores, recepisse et habuisse die con- H 

feccionis presencium de Abbaie et conventu de Enisham, in comitatu H 

Oxoniensi, viginti sex solidos sterlingorum ; in partem solueionis H 

cujusdam annue pensionis predicte Universiiati debits : De quibus H 

quidem viginti sex solidis fatemur nos fore solulos, diciumque Abbatem H 

et conventum inde acquietamus per presentes aigillo nostro communi H 

signaias. Datum in noslre eongregaa'onis domo, viasimo prima die H 

metuis Noi'imbris, anno regni rfgis Htnrici sexH vicesimo quarto^. H 

Testimonial letter for Master John Salforde. ^ 

Memorandum, quod quarto die mensis Decembris, anno Domini 1445. I 

millesimo quadritigentesimo quadragesimo quinto, sigillata erat una I 

littera testimonialis pro magistro Johanne Salforde, doctore sacre ■ 

theologie, sub forma que ponitur in folio octavo hujus iibri. I 

' Hiu Kcmi (o be B mistake fM qutnlt. ^| 
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Teatimonial letter for Master Gilbert Haydok. 

MemoRandi'm, quod vicesimo tercio die mensis Deceinbris, in con- 
vocacione magistrorum regencium et non-regencium, sigUlata erat 
littera testimonialis pro magistro Gilberto Haydok, sub hac forma : 
Universis sancte rnatris ecclesie filiia, ad quos presenles littere, per- 
venerint, Cancellarius Universitalis Osoniensis cetusque unanimis 
magistrorum regencium et non- regencium in eadem salutem in omnium 
Salvaiore : Inter cetera humanilatis officia justicie procul dubio con- 
sentaneum, et nobis, qui vinuiis et aciencie studia profitemur, peculiari 
quodam modo debitum est, viros monim gravitate et sciencia pretlitos 
tcalimonio digne laudis juvare. Enimvero dum bene meritis laus 
tribuilur, ceteris ad capessendam virtutis viam spes paratur. Hec el 
ejuscemodi ante oculos nostre consideracionis staiuentes, per has 
litleras attestamur, quod predictus nobis in Chriato confraler, magister 
Gilbertus Haydok, vir quidem conversacionis venusiate conspicuus, 
ingenio agilis et imprimis eruditus, adeo studiose, sapienter et summa 
cum gravitate vitam nobiacum iransegil, ut cunctis bene beaieque 
vivendi spectaculum exibendo ad magistratus apicem in TacuUate 
arcium provehi meritus sit ; et que ad tanii gradus sollemnilatera 
atlinebant honorifice cuncta explevit. Ut igitur, hujus testificacionis 
gracia, omnium quorum penes se interest propensiorem consequatur 
favorcm, haa Jitleraa communi dicte Universl talis sigillo feci m us 
consignari. Datum in nostre congregacionis demo, anno Domini 
milUsimo quadringenltsimo quadragesimo quinto, et mensis Deccmbris dk 
vicesimo tercio. 

x. Acquittance of Oseoey Abbey. 

Memorandum, quod vicesimo tercio die mensis Decembris, sigillata 
eral una acquietancia pro Abbate et conveniu de Hoseney, pro 
viginti sex solidis octo denariis sub forma communi, 6c. 

Testimonial letter for Master John Moddrey. 

Memokandum, quod vicesimo tercio die mensis Februarii, anno 
Domini millesimo quadringenlesimo quadragesimo quinto, sigillata 
fuit^ una littera teslimonialis pro magistro Johanne Moddrey, arcium 
magistro, sub forma que ponitur folio vicesimo sexto hujus registri. 

Acquittance of Eynsham Abbey. 

MEMoRANDf M, quod octavo die Marcii sigillata erat una acquietaocia 
pro Abbale et conveniu de Eynsham, pro quadraginta duobus solidis. 



EPISTOLAE ACADEMiCAE. 



3 regni regis Henrici s 



sub forma que ponitur folio trices imo quarto. 



quarto, post conquestui 



Testimonial letter for Master Thomas Waltham. 

LiTTERA testimonialis magisiri Thome Waltham, sacre theologie 
doctoris, sub antiqua forma cum ista clausula special! ' formamque 
suam integram regencie in sacra theologia in eadem Universitate 
iaudabiliter exercuit et complevit.' Datum Oxoni't in noalre congrega- 
donii domo, quinto die Julii, anno Domini milUsiim quadringenttiimo 
'juadragesimo sexto '. 



177. 
To the King. Fol. 74 b. ^ 

Your illutlrious actions fill our hearts with admiration and love /or 
Iht throne, but most conspicuous of them all is that favour, with which 
you regard the two Universities of Oxford and Cambridge, the lights of 
the nation and of all Iht world. This your policy adds not only to your 
glory, iut to the we/fare of the realm. For both the words of the wise 
and the records of the past prove that those stales have flourished wherein 
learning has been fostered. We beg therefore that you will grant us 
possession if Ihe books promised to us by the Duke of Gloucester, when 
present in our house of Congregation ; which gift he confirmed shortly 
before hit death. 

* Sershissiuo atque illustrissimo priocipi, Anglie et Francie iosig- 
nissimo regi. 

Serenissime aique illustrissime princeps, post dediiissimas ex 1447- 
integritale cordium observancias ac subjecciones humillimas. Dum 
preclara spectatissimaque in toto orbe terrarum regie magnittcencie 
gesta nobiscum recordacione continua dulcique mcmoria recensemus, 
admirabili siupore ducimur et ultra quam credi potest vehementi 
dileccione aliecti sumus, ut regiam majestatem super omnia mundi ex 
intimis diligendam atque recolendam arbitremur', ac ui ejus saluti 
nedum corpora sed eciam animam dedicemus. Inter cetera taraen 
que admiramur illud singulari laude prelucet, quod in duo inclitissimi 
bujus regni et tocius orbEs luminaria, Oxoniam et Canlebrigiam 

' Here follow, at le dale, lelten 179, 160. fol. 75 b, both written before the 
death of H., Duke of Gloaccsler. ■ The date of ihis and the following letter 

ii writtea b; a conlempoTaty hand at the top of ihc folio, whicb ii quite unuiual 
in thii Via. ' arbitramur MS, 1 
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Universitates, lam propensi favoris, tante bcnignitatis et tarn c 
amis gfacie oleum, quo foveantur, assidue semper infunditis; nt 1 
jam absque dcfeccione perpetuam et prope inextinguibilem ortodoxc 
fidei et salutaris doctrine sue lucem, non modo per hujus terre ambi- 
lum, sed ab hinc ad distantissimas regiones, omnibus Christianis 
difTundant. Et quid gloriosius, quid ad regni salutem stabilius, quid 
sterna reiribucione dignius excogitari potest, quam in omnem denim 
suum et sanclam matrem ecclesiam tiobilissimi ac gjaciosissitni regis 
ftnimum lanto amoris ardore aceendi. quanio de sumtnis el maiimis 
ptincipibus, cunctts retro aeculis, paucos admodum legimus aut 
auilivimus indammalos ? Profeclo hoc magnum, hoc maximum, 
Cbristianissime res, perpetue ' felicitaiis presagium et glorie regni 
vestii : qua in re baud dubium est perpendisse optime regiam magni- 
ficenciam itlud Ciceronis eloquium, ' parvi sunt /oris arma nisi al 
demi coTtsih'um,' consilium, inquam, sapientum. Consideratis etenim 
omnibus, per que principum florent froctifi cant que oflicia, et regnonjm 
gloria sublimata videatur, solerti adhibila circumspeccione, precipuum 
sapiencie cultoribus et litterarum studio dedilis prepotcntis ac magnifice 
dominacionis benevolenciam et supportacionem exhiberi. Etenim vero 
si veteres a dierum primordiis rcvolvuntur historic, ubicunque studia 
scienciarum sub clemencia el luicione principum 6oruerinl, il]ic simul 
imperium lloruis¥C com))erium est. Rogamus igitur, et cum omni 
humillilaie ac devocionc regiam amplitudinem obsecramus, quatenus 
celeberrime Uiiivcrsiiatt vestre Oxoniensi, ut ejus in sempiiernum non 
extinguatur luccrna, soliti favoris et gracie indeficiens lumen celsitudo 
regia exhibcre dignetur ; libros illos nobis, lam numerose plebi 
studencium, de regali munificencia largiendo, quos magnificus princeps 
Humfridus dux Gloucestrie, dum in humanis agebat, nobis devotis- 
simis oratoribus vestris in nostre congregacionis domo, magno el 
spectabili tunc presente ceiu doctorum et magisirorum, libere ac 
graianter donavit ; et eandem donacionem ", ui fideli nobis relacione 
intelligi datum est, non longe eciam ante obilum confirmavit. Nullum 
enim majus beneficium majestas regia nobis facere posset, quam 
ui libros illos. quibus plurimum indigemus, in nostram consolacionem 
maximam reciperemus. Pro qua re, el ex integro ilerum alque ilerum, 
majestalem regiam humillime obsecramus : quam, ad cleri el regni 
stabilimentum, Deus omnipotens conservet incoluraem longiora per 
Icmpora. Scriptum in nostre congregacionis domo, ^c. Devotissiiiia 
et perpetua oratrix Universitas vesii 



' tdi, added over ihe line MS. ; what is intended is not clear, probably ferpttn- 
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178. 
To Master John Somersett. F« 

Of ali your rtmarkabU qualities we congratulatt you chitfiy on your 

power of withdrawing your mind from public cares and applying it to 
literary studies. We regard your call to a position wherein your wise 
counsel is so useful, as nothing less than providential, and entreat you to 
use your influence with the King, in obtaining for us possession of the 
books given us by the Duke of Gloucester by xvord of mouth ; and never 
revoked before his death. 

Clarissimo ac spectatissimo viro eC doctor! ramosissimo, magistro 
Johanni Somersett, fautori et amatori nostra precipuo. 

Dum exuberancia vestrarum virlutum insignia non parva cum 
admiracione animo recolligimus, doctor ramosissime, in id apprime 
summa congraculacione aRicimur, vos, virum in rei quidem publice 
consultacione occupattBsimum, honest issimis tamen scienciarum litteris 
incumbere ; et inter curarum sollicitudines solitudinem quandam ducere. 
Verum si publica pro adminislracione bene mentis mortalitatis ' fama, 
ct definitus, teste Cicerone, apud superos locus dcbealur ; hec eo vobis, 
doctor, diviniore quod am modo accrescere arbitrandum est, quo 
sacratum sibi ' ocium cum operosis negociis sociali quodara vicissitu- 
dine ita con6citis, ul post anxiosos sudores hoc illi ad quietis solacium, 
ilia vero isti ad gloriam sinl el lutamen. Itaque non sine divina 
quadam sorle actum esse putas'imus, lactentem vos jam ac . . . ' 
apud nos trivialibus intendenlem, veluii e matria cunabulis, tanie celsi- 
tudinis prudencie tandem non ab re assistere cvocatum ; ubl et studio^ 
quique et sapiencie dediti lutorem vosconsultorem* atque coadjutorem 
paratissimum invenerint. Unde et noa primum maximas gracias et 
habemus ci agimus benevolencie vestre, quia tantam nuncib noslria 
humanitatem pro felici negociorum nostrorum expedicione nuperrime 
ostendisiis, utgratum desidetii nostri nuncium reportarent'. Rogamus 
deinde atque summo opere desideramus, ut, cum specialis ille noster 
benefactor Umfridus, nuper dux Gloucestric, libros suos, quos studio 
dignos arbiiratus est, nobis viva voce concesserit, atque pia hac in 
voluniate, prout fidedignorum lestimonio didiscimus, ad mortem 
continue perduraret ; sic apud inclilissimum, Chriscianissimum el nobis 
graciosissimum regem nostrum diligencie vcslre opcram senciainuB ; 

' imtnarlalilaJis'i ' fihit ' The word here ii unintelligible in MS. ; 

probably il is inlended fo: parvalum. ' cansullorum MS. • rtper- 
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ut quod pia nobis vohintate indnltam est, non minori ait pieMe 
ezecutmn. Hortatu equidem et consilio vestro expedite magis quod 
vohunus advenire noUs posse non ambigimus; quo pacto et icm 
memoratu satis dignam agetis, atqoe nos etemo et diviDo quodm 
afBcietis benefido. I>ahm m mstn cangregacimis domo^ oclam ik 
wunm Apriin. Vestra dilectriz et amatriz Universitas Ozoniensis. 



raS.-.MARIA.-.CATERINA. 

179. 
F6L 75 b. '^^ ^^ Dtike of Gloucester. 

No wards amid discharge our debt of gratitude and praise^ ikomgk 
from iViry quarter of the world all the most eloquent of mankmd skomU 
be gathered to perform the task. Four munificence cannot be rewarded 
in this life, bml will be so hereafter. If others ^ to whom you are knmsm 
onfy byyourfame^ owe you thanks^ what must not be our debi^ who have 
in person experienced such generosity? While the course of nahtre is 
unchangeable our hearts will never cease to treasure your memory ^ and 
we will give all our powers of body and soul to serve you. We hope for 
your continued favour, for it is the sole foundation of our prosperity, and 
the books you have given usj both by their contents and beauty, are the 
admiration ofalL 

^4^6. Sbrenissimo atque ornatissimo principi, Humfrido, duci Gloucestrie, 
comiti Pembrochie, magno camerario Anglie et domino nostro 
gradosissimo. 

Quanta laudum preconia, quot et que amplissimarum graciamm 
nociones celsitudini vestre, observandissime princeps, nos humiles et 
^)|)9equentissimi ejusdem oratores perpetuo immolare debeamus, non 
^icife quidem fuerit eloquentissimis, ex omni orbis circumfcrencia ad 
lioc in unum velut centrum adunatis, exprimere. Tam exuberans 
MQJiM in uos et tam immensa est bonitas magnificencie vestre, quod 
Uodis genus, omne agendaruni graciamm 'munus exsuperat ; 
li teitenam commendacionem dedignata, celeste premium et 
Ktribucionem expectat. Quod quanquam ita sit, baud ideo 
c««sant officia ; quum universos populos, cunctas gentes ex- 
BUtfia laudes, etsi clarissimis meritis impares, celebrare 
«^ At sane, dum ii, ad quos vel sola virtutis fama 
^^^it ^ nominis vestri gloriam laudes accumulant, quanto nos 
^^jtfvy^ Studio fervencioreque zelo eam predicare, extollere et 
KKi« uwgnificare convenit, qui virtute ipsa beneficencie ipsoque 
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libronim divino ct inestimabili munere donati, magnifice omaii, splen- 
ttiJe et amplissime aucti sumus. Certe, ut verbis utamur poete, apud 
nos ■ Ditm juga monlis apr.r, fluviot dum piscit amabil, dum Ihimo 
pascenlur apes, dum rare cickade, semper honos, nomen vesirum 
laudesque manebunl.' Et cum hoc ad condignum, pro maguitudine 
debiii quo tenemur, non sufiiciat, nos totos insuper loco supplement! 
offerimus, ac non modo corpora nostra sed immorlales animas nostras 
vestris dedicamus obsequiis : amplitudinem vestram, humanissime 
princcps, veheraenler eciam atque eciam obsecrantes, ut res nostras 
solito pietatis favore aspicial. Hunc ipaum enim favorem. tanquam 
unicam nostre salutis basim, staluimus, cujus tirraa ' et inllexibili sup- 
purtacione jam singula studiorum gignasia in pacis tranquillitate letis 
procedunt auspiciis; et pro magna parte universi libris, precipue con- 
tentonim splendore ornalu et majestale allecti, ardentissimo studio 
gregatim incumbunt. Ex quo futurum ut inter illos cotidie magis ac 
magis illustres glorie vestre preeones effulgeant; que ut per eos sic 
vigcal, et in eternitatem propagelur ac floreat, summo studio, sempiiema 
benevolencia atque p>erpeLuis oracionibus divinam majestatem nos 
obsecrare pollicemur. Devolissima el perpetua oratrix veslra Uni- 
versitae studii Oxonie. 

1 80. 

To the Duke of Gloucester. 

When we remember the bmefils, unktard of m former ages, which 
your never failing generosity has poured out upon us ; and how you have 
protected and cherished us as a father his only daughter, we are at a loss 
to exprns our respect, honour, and lave 0/ your name. Vour admim's- 
tralion of affairs of slate, your wisdom, your talents, your exalted 
character art the theme of universal admiration and praise ; and your 
safety and welfare the constant burden of our prayers. Hitherto every 
one preaching within the University has been bound by his oath to com- 
memoraleyour benefactions ; to this we now add a further statute, to the 
effect that the same obligation shall apply to all sermons delivered in 
places of importance elsewhere ; and that on every such occasion special 
prayers shall be offered by name for you. We have elected Master 
Gilbert Kymer. your clerk, to be our Chancellor ; in order that he may 
suggest to us any procedure that may be agreeable to you. May your 
life he long here, and everlasting hereafter I 

Illitstrissimo princtpi, Humfrido, Gloucestrie duci, comiti Pem- 
brochie ac magno camerario Anglie, et domino nostro graciosissimo. 
■/rwMS. 
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Serenissime princeps, dum cedulo ante oculos exacie ' 
cionts CractEtmus inaudita cunccis reiro seculis beneficia, quibus magnifice 
donati fuimus ; atque eciam adea coDstamem, inte^ram et unifonnem 
vestre dominacionis graciam, que nullius beneficencie quanlalibet 
magniludine saciari, nee ullis suasionibus abalienari potuerit, quin ton 
in Universitalem Oxoniensem pleno comu esuberet ; ut unicam, ui 
ancillam, imo pocius ul filiam, ui columbam, et orairicem perpetuam 
foveat, compleciatur el diligal ; — sane dum hec nobiscum sepe ac 
mulcum discutimus, in quanta veneracione, cultu et dileccione incD- 
tissitni nominis vestri decus a nobis perpetuo celebrari debeat, nee 
verbis quidem pereolvere nee menle satis escogiiare sufficimus. Ver- 
satur in ore cujusltbet celeberrimum nomen Hurafridi. Quidam' 
magnificenciam ducis admirantur et predicant; alii administracionem' 
reipubliee, sapiencie et consuliacionis gravitalem preconizani ; alii 
ingenii claritudinem atque in omni genere lilterarum diligenciam ei- 
toltuni ; singulique singulares et excelsas virtutes magnificam : omnes 
denique pro vita el statu et incolumitate vesira crebras et assiduas sup- 
plicaciones supcrne majesiati sine inlermissione offerunt. Iiaque, ad 
uupliorem lanle magnificencie gloriam (si quid maKJme superaddi 
possit), statu turn inter nos est el execucione firmaium, ut, sicut ab olim 
el continue, publicos infra Universilatem sermones diciuri peculiarc 
quuddftin et prccipuum memoriale nominis vestri agere in (ide prestita 
obligati sum, ita jam foris eodem functuri officio, in locis saltern regni 
fumosissimis, nominatim et expresse celsitudinem vestram recensere, 
el oracionum suffragiis commendare teneantur'. Sic*, perceieber- 
rimum' hoc menioriale vigcbit in evum; digtiissitnas quoque laudes 
nulla quidem etas unquatn cooticescet, quJnimo magis ac magis 
floresceni, dum vel solus in Universiiate supcrsit, qui litteras legere am 
inielligere sciverit, ut nova inde monumcnta conficiat. Obsecramus 
igitur devote et oblestamur humillime amplimdinem vesirara, humanis- 
sime princeps, ut nobis continuo solili favoris et gracie indeficicns 
lumen exhibeat, Ac si quicquam beneplacilo seu acceptacione dignum 
possibilitati nostre subsit, imponite, staiuitc et jubcte : obsequentissimis 
animis parere ad omnia presto ac parati sumus. Nee ab re ideo 
graven! ac provide sencientem virum, magistrum Gilbertura Kymer, 
Fol. 76 a. celsiludinis vestre clericum, sub cujus olim regimine letis auspiciis res 
nosire processerant, jam denuo in Cancellarium el rectorem nostrum 
elegimus; ut docere, suggerere* et inrormare possil quid in gercndis 
rebus nostris ubique gratissinium fiat serenilati vestre. Quaro in 
longam florentem ac desideralam etalem sic Oninipotens dirigat per 

' QHtdim MS. ' admnislratioHi ib. 

• ptrttlibtrrimum ib, * mggtn ib. 
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graciam in via, ut demum eternam perciucat ad gloriam in patria. 
Datum O.xmie in noslrc irongregacionis domo, septimo die Februarii. 
Humillima et devolissima oratrix vestra Universitas studii Oxoniensis. 



Testimonial letter for Master Richard Ayschetone, 
Abbot of Peterborough. 
Universis sancle malris ecclesie filiis, ad quos presentes littere 
pen'enerini, Cancellarius Universitatis Oxoniensis cetusque unanimis 
magistrorum regencium in eadem salutecn in omnium Salvatore. Quia 
allissime veritatis conspectui libamina credimus offerre, cum virtuiibus 
precellenti fidele peribemus testimonium digne laudis ; Hinc nos super 
laudabili vita et honeste conversacionis fragrancia venerabilis patria 
magisiri Ritardi Ayschetone, sacre theologie doctoris, Abbaiis mona- 
sLerii de burgo S. Petri, omnes quorum interest cerciorare volentes, has 
nostras per liiteras allcstamur, quod predict! palris laudabilibus mentis 
et sciencia, per scolaslicos labores et studia lanta precessit experiencia, 
unde odorifera sui nominis fama, quam apud nos in honoris apicem 
pre tule runt virtuose sue ace ion is preconia, latere non valuit, sed 
eminentem super columpnam erigi digna celeris se prebuit vitale 
imiiacionis exeraplum et populo lucem magnam : adeo quod, quamdiu 
Universitatem sua decoraverat preseneJa, omnium monim matura 
prefulgens gravitate magnum sibi honorem immaculati nominis tiluio 
vendicavit. Ne igilur calumpniancium invidia, seu insidiandum hora 
maliciose capiata [nomen '] ejus venerabile alicui fwssit revocari ' in 
dubium, eidem venerabili, super laudabili suo statu pariier et honestate 
in dicta Universitate, ut ' omnibus plenius innotescat, has litteras nostras 
lestimoniales communi nostre Universitatis predicte [sigillo munitas 
confecimus] '. Datum Oxonie in nostre congregacionis domo, mentis 
Fthruarii die quarto, anno Domini millesimu quadringenltsimo guadra- 
getimo sexto. 



Testimonial letter for Master Geo£&-ey Herford. 

MAGiSTERGaifridus Herford, doctor sacre ilieologie, ordinis pfedica- 
torum, habuit littcram testimoniakm sub Torma communi, cum ista 
clausula speciali ' de complecione laudabili sue regencie ' anno Domini 
millesimo quadringenlesimo quadragesimo septtmo, mentis ApriUs dit 
latdevieesimo. 
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To Master William Waynflete, provost of Eton CoUcfC. 

ft. 

Your kindness and tried affection for us embolden us to ask that yf* 
will tise your powerful infiueruc viilk the King, to obtain Jbr us pouesii'^ 
of Ike books promised in congregation here hy jvord of tnoulh. and often 
afterwards to our messengers, before his decease by the Ihtke of Gloucester. 
We are sure the King is naturally disposed to every good work, bui k 
your persuasion we doubt not he will be more so. By granting this air 
prayer you will repay the debt you owe to your mother the University; 
■which brought you forth into the world of knowledge, nursed you mU 
the most loving tare, and fed you with the choices/ food of science Mf 
to man's estate. 

Magistro Willelmo Waynflete, preposito collegii regalis de Ettm, 
Universitas studii Oxoniensis. 

Dileccionis vicissiludinem, gracianim acciones et honorem. Tamitm 
nobis animi. tanlum fiducie ac spei presiat insignis humanitas et pro- 
bata diieccio lua, magisier carissime, ut non modo propriam opera, 
qua semper egemus, verum insuper. cum res id exigat, generose pro- 
bitatis tue curam, sludium atqueoperam apud alios pro nobis cciam in 
periculo gratanter impendas. Credimus enim semper tibi ante oculos 
esse quanto tenearis amore in matrem, que te spiritual! conceptom 
utere in lucem cognicionis edusit, et dooec in virilis animi robur cres- 
ceres, quo jam excelHs, preciosissimis dapibus, indulgentissimo favore. 
omnium scienciarum alimemis enutrivit. Cum igilur plurimum apud 
regiam celsitudinem possis, de quo vehementer omnes congaudemus, 
hortaraur in Domino, rogamus et oblestamur virtutem tuam, ut lam 
benignissime dominacionis graciam pro nobis interpellare digneris de 
libris obtinendis, quos dudum magnificus ille princeps, dux Gloucestrie, 
in noslre congregacionis domo adunatis doctoribus et magistris publics 
voce concessit, et sepenumero posiea nunciis tiosiris privatim, ac paulo 
ante mortem, ut ex fide digna relacione accepiraus, eandem dona- 
cionem confirmavit. Alia quoque mu!ia promisit, de quibus lacere 
prestiterit : hoc unum tamen industrie lue ac fidei, in qua firmissimam 
spem locavimus, elaborandum commendamus. Nam, elsi nobilissimus 
ille princeps et rex noster graciosissimus a natora fuerii ad omne 
bonum inclinalissimus, non dubitamus tamen quin luis et aliorum 
bonorum suasionibus fiet paracior. Postremo in iis, que ilia ex pane 
dicentur, audienciam digneris impendere credilivam et favorem. Vale ; 
et a nobis te diligi constantissime tene. Datum in nostre congregan'onis 





EPISTOLAE ACADEMICAE. 



1 82. 
To the Marquess of Suffolk '. 
Rtgh heigh and myghtj and owr Tulwyrschipful lord, w' als entier 
hert as we kan ihynk we recommend us humbly to yowr ryght 
wj-rschipful estat, w' \fi gosily suffrages of owr prayers ; devoutly 
besekyng almj-ghly God lo preserve Ji* sam in worschip and prosperite 
longe lo endur, for his mercy. And for somuche Jj' owr most ''.... 
and sovcryng lord Jj* Kyng late dide wryte to ub, Ji* he wold schew lo 
us his Universite of Oxon tendre favore w* his goode grace, ffor ]?• 
whuchc, w' alle \fi devocions )>* God wil minstre lo us, daily we pray 
to Him diligently for J)» most noble estate and prosperite of owr sayde 
soverayne lord, ffurthirmor we beseche lowly to yowr highnesse, ))' 
je wold be god lord and gracius protectur to us yowr bedmen of )j« 
sayde Universite of Oxon, and specially iot\fi honour ofGodalmyghty 
and maynlenance of al!e crislen fayth, wyrschip of owr sayd Soveryng 
lord, profute of \>" realme and tranquillite of the sayd Universite ; 
commendyng us jowr desyride pleseris as to yowr humble bedemen, 
fjt hertly prayth lo alle myghiy God to have jow in his kepyng, 
Wrylyn in /' iembU haws of Oxen/ord p' xiii day of marehe. jowr 
fuldevDute oralrice y> Universite of the study of Oxenford. 

183'. F 

yS? mothtr may j'utlly txpecl aitistanct from her son ; wt therefore 
iegyau lo give her your aid, by using your infiuenee with the King and 
others, that -we may be given possession of the books promised by the Dukt 
of Gloucester, but which were not at that time in his own hands. 
Master Edmonde. our messenger, it tht bearer of our letters to the 
King, the Marquess, and others. 

Matris erga filium velus estat consuetude, si quid sibi prodesse 
putet, nee quod ipsa sola adquirere, tunc ipsius maxime poslulare 
consilium, quern noverit magis ad eam rem peragendam fore idoneum, 
Fraterniiati igitur vdstre, quern semper eum, ut gratissimum eiium 
erga mairem decuit, ad Universiiatem nostram animum benevolenlis- 
sitnum habuisse comperimus, lanquam ad eum, in quo spes non parva 
nostra sila sit, minimus In presenti ; ut eam, quam in matrem debitis, 
benevolenciam experiamur. Quoniam ilaque matris nostre amator 

' There li no addreis lo tbii letter. Frobilily it was addreiicd lo tlic Min)ue« 
ofSnHolk, Cf.Ep. 186. ' The sp«ce of ont or two word, blank in the MS. 

* No addreu to thii letter, bat probkbly it u to Dr. J. Somenet. 



96o EPISTOLAE ACADEMICAE. 

precipuus, magnificus princeps dominus Hamfridiu^ dux nqier 
Gloucestrie, cum paucis jam lapsis amiis Universitate nostra in oonvo- 
cacione magna doctorum et magistrorum presens esseC, libros singiiloi, 
quos studio dignos arbitratos est» nolns liberaliter donavit per liben- 
donem certorum librorum, non penes, in alionim posseasione ; eC 
eandem, ut certa reladone accepimus, non longe ejus ante mortem, 
donacicmem iterum confirmavit ; fratemitatem obnixe petimusy qoatenoi 
penes majestatem regiam, et alibi gratos et benevolos, vestros dignemini 
labores apponere, ut illos libros nobis pia et magnifica prindpis 
largicione donatos obtinere possimus. Res enim, ut aiunt, in porta 
est; si, uti confidimus, cum aliis benevolis ac fautoribus nostris edam 
&vor atque benevolenda vestra non deficiant Quamobrem et in- 
presendarum transmittimus vobis^ confratrem nostrum, magistrum 
Thomam Edmonde, nundum nostrum specialem, cum apidbus nostril 
ad metuendissimum dominum nostrum regem, dominum Marchionem, 
ac alios ; cui edam fidem prebere vestra fratemitas dignetur indulnam: 
quam diu felidter Omnipotens conservet incolumem. Datum in ncsin 
congregacionis domo^ octavo die mensis Aprilis. Vestra dilectriz et 
oratrix Universitas Oxonie. 

184. 

To the Marquess of Suffolk. 

1447. To J>® ryght hygh and myghty prince, cure most singuler good lord 

and protectour, \^ Marquois of Suthfolk. 

Ryght hyght and myghty prince, owr most singuler good lord and 
protectour, we recommend us unto jowr gud lordschip in |>o most 
lowly wyse, ihankyng 30W, as hertly as we can or may, for \fi gret and 
graciose confort ))* 3e send to us be owr messinger late beyng w* 
50W ; and for )>« gret favour and tendirnesse that je have had at al 
tyms, and now in special, unto J)® spede of owr maters ; besechyng 
50U of jowr gude ad and longe continuance in )>® sam ; prayng 30W 
forthirmor to be good lord and special mene unto owr most soveryng 
and graciuse lord the Kyng ; )>* in als muche as ^p^ duk of Glowcestre, 
now late passid to God, a lytil be for his deth grantyd to owr Uni- 
versite of Oxenford all his buks of study, also odyr boks longyng to 
scole mater, lyk as we be informyd be feyth and credible personys, 
and morover grantyd )?® sam w* his onne mowgthe, her in a tym of 
a convocation in our semble howse, be for diverse doctors and maysters 
and other notable, many mo graduat men beyng in his presance, we 

* nobis et confratrem MS. 
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myght rekever and have iheya aayd boks ; ]j« wyche was lo us most 
special and singuler tresour ; consaynyng ' ]>^ gret wel disposid inulti- 
lude of scolara and the gret penury of boks Ji' ben amang us. And 
we schall pray God henly for yowr gud & nobi! eslat: the wyche 
God longe maynleyne yn prosperite and gud helth of soule and body. 
Wrylyn al Oxenford in awr semilf howse Ji' viii day of Aprils. Jowr 
poor oratrice, Universite of Oxenford. 



185. 

To Lord Say. FoL 78 1 

To the Right noble & oure singuler good lord, the Lord Say, '447- 
Chamberlayn unto oure soveraigne lord the Kynge. 

RvGHT noble and our ryght singler lord, we recommend us un 10 
jowr good lordschip in lowly wyse, wyche Almyghty God preserve 
& goveme longe in wellh and prosperite ; Besechyng jowr benvng 
favoure to oure Universite, and )j' je lyk to be good menes to owr 
soveryng lord the Kyng for Jj* buks wyche owr gud lord, })» duk of 
Gloucestre, be for grawntyd to owr sayd Universite, wan he was last 
in the same Universite, and also, as we be sufficiently informyd be 
wyrschipful & famous men, a lytyl b« for he passyd to God he 
confermyd the same : Consideryng, gracius lord, the gret mullitud of 
scolers and yfi penury of bokes in })* sayd Universite, and ))* many of 
yowr nobyl lynage and kynnesraen hav studyed & schal her after in 
Jj* saide Universite. to our gret worschip and profele of al y- realm. 
And we schall pray God for yow, for jowr good mediation and in- 
stance un lo owr soveryng lor f" Kyng in the saide mater ; wyche 
longe mayntcne jow in good hellh of poule & body. Wrilin at 
Oxon in oure stmbly hajvs,J>' vi day of April. 3owr poor oratrice, the 
Universite of Oxon. 



186. 
^ To the Marquess of Suffolk. 

To our fyghl gracious and noble lord, Lord William, ))• markis 

of Suffolk. 

Ryght noble lord, as devotly as we can we commend us unto 

jowr goode lordschipe w' the gosily suffrages of oure prayers ; praying 

Allmyghty God 10 preserve jow in welth and prosperite. And for als 

muche })' oure soveryng lord f^ Kyng did late wryte to us ]i* he wold 

' Or perhnpt cemayvyng MS. 
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schew to us and his Universite of OKinford tendre favoure and \. 
gude grace ; Warfor we prayth God dilygenily, and w' all f)* dcvo- 
cions J)' God will ministre to us, for his gud estate ft: prosperite. 
ffonhurmore we beseche jour good lordschip to be good lord and 
prolectour to us ft to our sayd Universite, for [)« good rest and 
tranquillile of [)* study, to f)^ honoure of God, mayntenance of cristyn 
fayth, wyrschip and profet of y realme of Engelond. And we and 
oure successours of ]j* say Universite schal pray for jow for everraor. 
Writ al OxoH in oure congregation, xiiiiday of Marche. Jowr special 
oratours, Chancellar proclours rcgentes ft non-regentes of the 
Universite of Oxon. 



>. To the Archbishop of York. 

Memorandum, quod quinto die Februaril, scripta est Uttera I 
dominum Cardinalem, episcopum Eboracensem, sub ista fonna. 

Reverendissime in Chrisio pater et domine, magnificencie veatre™ 
humiUima recommendacione devote premissa; Apud anciquissimos 
probate aucloritatis viros nihil quispiatn comtnuni utilitati '. . . . 



Acqtiittances of Eynsham and Oseney Abbeys. 



I 

-"'re 

3S 

I 



Memorandum, quod tereio et vicesiino die Februarii, anno regni 
regis Henrici sexti post conquestum sexlo et vicesimo, sigillavimus 
acquietanciam cujusdam annue pensionis octo et sexaginta solidorimi, 
debite Universitati Oxoniensi de Abbate et conventu de Eynesham. 

Memorandum, quod quarto et vicesimo die mensis Februarii, anno 
regni regis Henrici sexli post conquestum sexto et vicesimo, sigilla- 
vimus acquietanciam cujusdam annue pensionis sex et vigimi soli- 
dorum, debite Universitati Oxoniensi de Abbate et conventu de 
Oseney. 

Memorandum, quod undetricesimo die mensis Marcii, anno regni 
regis Henrici sexti post conquestum septimo el vicesimo, sigillaie 
fuerunt due acquietancie sigillo communi Universitatis ; una Abbati 
et conventu! de Oseney, et alia Abbati et conveniui de Enesham, 
pro quibusdam pensionibus annuls per eosdem Universitati dicte 
debitis ; secundum formam prescriptam folio quintodecimo. 

' Here the MS. biealtt off abruptly. 
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To the Chancellor, Master Kymer. Fi 

Tlu suecitiful aecontplishmenl of your journey is a sourer of Ihank- 
fulntss to us. Master Maningkam has fully described your efforts, the 
exertion of your interest, your care., industry and anxiety in our behalf. 
A trusty messenger will serve our purpose Better than a long letter, and 
will express our desires more straighlforvmrdly. Trust him as you 
would ourselves. 

ScRiPTA est lillera domino Cancellario, undevicesimo die mensis 
Februarii, sub liac forma. 

Honorificencie veslre debitas reverencias et honores cum humillima 
subjeccione tiliali. Magna animi gratuladone felicem transitum 
vesirum nostris pro rebus expediendis suscepimus, pater benignissime, 
quo noslram rempublicam maximis incrementis ad aucium rei palam 
inleiligimus. Quo eienim paclo apud nos in dies singulos vestrorum 
meritorum cultus augescit vehemenler experimur. Accepimus, pro- 
bissime pater, a confratre nostro, magistro J. Maningham ', clarisaime 
quanta favoris adminicula, quantos labores, curas, industrias, studia, 
cogiiacionesque et omnes animi vires nostris pro negociis bene 
gerendis vestri perbeaia et gratissima benignitas apponit : unde vos ' 
veram et rectam gloriam magni quoque nosiri desidcrij perdulce 
solamen haberi feceritis. Quam ob rem ab ymis nostri cordium 
radicibus profluentes graciarum acetones precellenli dignilati veslre 
offerimus multiformes. Proinde longis quoniam oracionibus multaque 
circuicione in scriptis ' uti baud opus est, cum in excipiendis mandatis 
profisiscentis persona* ingenio racione et Udelitatesufficit ; igilur quod * 
veairi reverencia scitu digrum arbitramur, sine sermonis nosiri ex- 
cursu, plenius per preratutn magistrum, nostro pro nuncio speciali 
deputalum, signt6cabimus. Cui sinceram fidem, rectam opinionem 
et firmam credulilatem, velut nobis, in singulis ab eo dicendis ex parte 
nostra conferre dignemini. Quid multa? Valete et viviic Teliciler 
per multas etates, pater oplime, Raplim scriptum apud Oxon, in 
nostre congregacionis domo, undevicesimo die februarii, 4(c. Celus 
I wianimis magistrorum regenctum Universiiatis Oxonie. Manyngham. 

_ ' Manigham MS, * net ib. ' The word in the MS. is itpritis. 

■'^ Tbe tdibe hu made aome confuiioD or omitted lomething;, but bis wiiting ii 
re nngiilErly clear. ' The MS. appears 10 have e before vettri. 
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To the King. 

We have rtteivfd with all respect your letters requiring us to rfadmit 
to residence among us Master Morgan Phiiipp, who was banished/or 
his great misconduct ; or to show cause why we regard him with suck 
disfavour. We would gladly allaiv him to return, if we could do so 
with safely, but his life has been such that his presence was a constant 
peril to our liberties and frivil/ges, which he endeavoured to violate both 
by hit oivn actions and by abetting others. Pious and peaceable masters 
he has prosecuted upon false charges, and with insolence and contu- 
macious conduct refused to submit to the penance we inflicted. In short, 
his whole life here has been a continual strife and discord. Such a 
wicked and litigious man we deem unfit to reside in a quiet and studious 
society, and indeed neither does the Church nor G6d himself receive into 
favour an impenitent sinner. We have long waited expecting his sub- 
mission, before writing this letter, and we doubt not that you will even 
thank us for what we have done ; for it is certain that if we overlooked 
his offences many others would be found to imitate him. 

Seremssiuo et metuendissimo domino nostra, Domino Henrico, 
Dei gracia Anglie et Francie regi illuslrissimo, scripium est quarto 
die Mail. 

Serenissime et Christ ianissi me princeps, locius matris nostre ecclesie 
singular! ssi me auclor et protector, subjecciones, honores et gracias 
cum omni devocione et humillilate. Omnimoda veneracione, ut 
equum est. vesirc serenilatis binas ' litleras suscepimus, metuendissime 
princeps, quibus Morganum Philipp, propter magnam improbitaicm 
ejus, singularem immode^tiam ct manirestissimam contumaciam apud 
nos, a vestra Universitaie Oxoniensi legitime bannilum, nobis in 
graciam suscipere alque nobiscum cohabilandi prestare licenciam vestri 
celsitudinem desiderare intelligimus ; aut claram et probabilem vestre 
serenilati racionem ostendere, quare eum favore el gracia minime 
lueremur. Ipsi enimvero loto mentis alTeclu, vestre conlemplacione 
regie majestatis, commanendi iibertatem nobiscum preberemus, si nos 
et Universitatem nostram prediclam eo redeunte' futures incholumes 
pularemus ; verum adeo scelerate sui vitam instituit, quod in pertur- 
bacione pacis et rerum publicarum eversione non modo iniquus consul 
sed precipuus actor erat ; nuUam ad perperam agendum habens 
verecundiam; laude dignas consuetudines libertates et privilegia, a 
' Or perhaps vivas MS. ' rediuaie ib. 
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vobis et preclarissimis progenitor! bus vestria nobis graciose el di-FoL7gb, J 
vinilUB indulla, tanquam communi utilitati nostre acerrimus bostis, 
in sui juramenii non modieam lesionem gnomtniose violavit. Pios 
qujdem ac tnnocentes magistros falsis indictameniis nequiter et 
injuriosc vexavii ; que culpa cerlo apud nos baud vulgaris, neque 
actitala esi. Salubrem sibi pro commissis noxis solida et matun 
diacrecionc injunciam penilenciam. nobis, legibus et ludiciis nostria 
nullaCenus morem gerens, superbe, arroganter et contumaciter refu- 
tavii. Viiam suaro, ut summaiim feramus, tarn impudenter actam, 
iniquam, immodestam, ila parari exislimamus, ut nihil certo pretensum 
ducat quam jurgium et discordiam. Quare, serenissime et gracio- 
sissime princeps, tarn improbum et liligiosum vinim, in quo tantum 
temeriiatis et coniumacie est, nulla studiosa et honesta societate com- 
morari dignum arbitramur, Sancta etenim maier ecclesia, cujus vestri 
Universitas aniedicta tanquam regulairix el instruclrix suis multi- 
phariis salutaribusque disciplinis extai, impenitcniem nusquam recipit 
ad graciam : nee Deus ipse talem poleslatem reliquit in terris nee 
sibi retinuit, ul impenitenlem qucmquam absolvat. Unde, meluen- 
dissime princeps, predictum Morganum, sui pro nequiciis merito 
bannitum et nunquam se nobis quoquo modo snbmiltentem. sed in 
sua pocius iniqua et perversaconlumacia indies perse verant em, Christi 
veBtigia ct sancte matris ecclesie imiiantes, ut tenemur, ad graciam 
habitandi nobiscum, ui solebat, hucu^que non duximiis acceptandum: 
ac ejus comparenciam el obedienciam quotidie expeclanles, usque 
nunc has lilleras nostras vest re celsiludini disluhmus ofTerendas. 
Quo faclo vestri subUmitatcm offensam fieri non speramus, sed 
plurimas eo magis e vestri magnificencia grates adepluri. Re enim 
vera, clementissime princeps, si his maleficiis indultum fieret, sepe 
mullos ad maleficenciam alacriores, atque plurimos ejusdem audacie 
Tuturos cmulos, paulo post clare ex verisimili intueremur ; quod incli- 
lissimam majesialem vesiram magnopere nolle firmiier esiimamusL 
Scimus profecto quod benignissinia dominacio vestra ad salutem et 
incholuraitatem Universitatis vestre predicte pias semper benevolencie 
acies ac provideniissime consideracionis oculos solet rctorquere. Unde 
sapiencie et screnitali vestre grates eternas et immortales agimus, 
supplicantes ac devote et humillime implorantes Diajestaiem vestram 
placido ' vujlu et screna fronle has nosire excusacionis litleras susci- 
pere; que si parum vehementes aut non satis digne prudentissime FoL So a. 
cclsitudini vestre vidcantnr, vestrum tunc judicium quoquomodo 
faciendum assequemur; exorantes accuratissime et humillime obse- 
crantes quod solilc benevolencie human iiaiisque vestre perseveranciam 
' /•lacilo MS. 
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nobis vesira celsimdo concedal. Floreat prospere in mullas el 
gloria, virtus et magnificencia vestra, semper v-icioria et triunipho. 
Scriplum in nostre congrigacionu domo. Mail die Urcio. Vestri 
humillimi oralores, Cancellarius cetusqoe unanimis mE^stronim r^ 
gencium et non-regencium vestre Universilatis Oxonienais. 



189. 



CommemoratlOQ of Cardinal Beaufort. 






The executors of Cardinal Beaufort, in the distribution of mon^ , 
him le/l for pious works, have given to this University fix 
marks, for the completion of the new school of theology ; desiring from 
us, in return for this charitable gift, a spiritual recompense. We there- 
fore, for ourselves and our successors, hereby grant to the said Cardinal, 
that he shall be partaker in all prayers and sacrifices of the mass offered 
in this University ; and that the anniversary of his death, tvith mass for 
the repose 0/ his soul, shall be observed every year. Our chaplain also, 
making his circuit to ask the prayers of the scholars for benefactors, 
shall mention the name of the said Cardinal, and likewise in every mass 
celebrated by him ; and every graduate, before his sermons on solemn 
occasions, shall invite the prayers of the congregation for the said 
Cardinals Moreover, we admit into the number of our benefactors, and 
to a participation in all spiritual recompenses paid to them, the aforesaid 
executors of his will. 

Universis sancle matris ecclesie filiis, ad quoB presentes littere 
pervenerint, Gilbertus Kymer, Cancellarius Universilatis Oxoniensis. 
cetusque magistrorum unanimis in eadem saltitem in £0, qui est 
omnium vera sal us. Cum reverendissimus in Christo paler et 
dominus, dominus Johannes, miseracione divina sacrosancte Romane 
ecclesie lituU Sancle £atbine presbiter cardinal is, Archiepiscopus 
Eboracensis ; nobilis et prepotens dominus Edmundus, dux Somersetie 
et marchio Dorselie ; el alii electi et eximie discrecionis viri, Ricardus, 
Prior prioracus de Wytham in Selwode, Carthusiani ordinis magister ; 
Stephanus Wyltone, Archidiaconus Wyntonie; Ricardus Wallere; 
Willelmus Mareys ; WiUelmus Toly, et Willelmus Porte ; simul cum 
eis execulores testaraenti recolende semper memorie revere ndissimi 
in Christo pairis et domini, domini Henrici, nuper sacrosancte Roraane 
ecclesie liluli Sancti Eusebii presbyleri Cardinalis, vulgariter nun- 
cupali ' de AngUa' Wyntoniensis episcopi, inter communitates, 
ecclesias cathedrales, monasteria, piaque loca dicti regni, que devota 
circum spec ta que largicione bonorum dicti teslatoris honoravenmt, 
nostram Universitalem aniedictam singulari quadam et precipua 
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bonorum disposicioni sue, ut prefertur, commiasorum, coUacione Fol, 80 b. , 
duxerint respiciendum; eidem graciose conferendo quingentas marcas, 
ad complendam edificacionem quarumdam scolaram in ca a nobis 
inceptarum, nunquam nosiris propriis verisimiliter consummandarum 
facultatibus ; qua quidem liberaliiatis et munificencie gracia erga nos 
€1 eandem noatram Universitatem inlelligimus prefalos esecutores 
uaos extilisse, sub obtentu remuneracionis spiritualis, memorato pcr- 
peiuaque memoria digno reverend is sirao patri et domino, domino 
Henrico Cardinali predicio et ejus animc, per hoc a nobis oplinende ; 
Nos, liberalitati munificencie et beneficiis nobis sic, ut prefertur, 
exhibitis et impensis grata vicissitudine pro viribus respondere cupi- 
entes, prefatorutn execuiorum in hac parte votis et desideriis benevola 
promptiludine non iramerito intendendum dusimus et annuendum ; 
volentes et concedentes, pro nobis et successoribus nosi 
revere ndissi mum in Christo pairem et dominum, dominum Her 
Cardinalem Anglie, pariicipem fieri, fore et esse debere oracionum 
et suffragiorum, ac generaliter omnium et singulorum sacrificiorum 
spiritualium et ptetaiis operum in dicta nostra Universitaie divine 
majestatis aspeclibus quomodolibet offerendonim : ac, preter et ultra 
hoc, concedimus atque promiitimus, in fide qua Deo et sancte matri 
ecelesie et Universitati nostre astringimur, quod, absque dolo, fraude, 
decepcione, negligencia, defeclu sive fatlacia, nos et successores noslri, 
singulis annis in perpetuum, solemniter el celebriler observabimus, 
et observabunt, diem anniversarium obitus dicti reverendissimi patris 
et domini. domini Henrici Cardinalis, undecimo die Aprilis. cum missa 
' de requiem' et exequiis mortuorum die immediate precedente ; nisi 
et quatenus hujusmodi undecimus dies in cessacione magistronim 
a lectura circa Pascha contigerit ; quo casu promittimus, et, ut supra, 
nos et successores nostros supradiclos firmiter obligamus, quod pre- 
dictum diem anniversarium obitus ipsius reverendissimi patris et 
domini, domini Henrici Cardinalis, die Martis proximo sequente 
resumpcionem proximam lecture magislrorum post octavas Fasche, 
cum missa solemni ' de requiem,' et exequiis mortuorum die immediate 
precedente. sic, ut prefertur, observabimus et faciemus observari. 
Necnon quod capellanua Universitatis nostre prcdicte, in oracionibui 
pro benefactor) bus ejusdem Universitatis scolatim dicendis, prefatum 
patrem et dominum, dominum Henricom Cardinalem, singulis annis Fol. Si m.1 
nominaiim re commend a bit. Et, ultra hoc, idem capellanus Univer- 
sitatis nostre pro tempore existens, in singulis missis suis, infra 
Universitatem dicendis, mensionem sui nominis expressam in certis 
CoUectis, videlicet ' Drus cut proprium ' el aliis peri inenl thus, in per- 
petuum faciei speciaiem. Insuper promittimus, quod quilibet Univer- 
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siiatis nostre graduatus, amodo predicaiurus, in suffragiis conso 
suorum solempnium sermonum, fui auditorii populum ad de^ 
Eupplicandum pro eodem patre el domioo, domino Henrico Cardt 
sepediclo, ita sf>ecialiier, sicut pro aliquo noslre dicte Unirereil 
benefactore, publice in perpetuum exhoriabitiir. Celemm bei 
nissimos et preclaros dominos antediclos, ac alios cum eis pre 
revere ndissimi patris et domini, domini Henrici Cardinalis, tes(am< 
executores, propter eorum beneficenciam nobis, ut predicitur, ] 
liberaliter et graciose oslensam, inter precipuos nostre Universit 
benefactores admiilimus ; eisdetn concedentes, quod omnium sufl 
giorum, pionim el bonorum opcrum quorumcunque, que pro be 
facloribus predicle Universitatis in posterum fient, semper particr 
habebuntur. Unde, ut bee omnia et singula premissa, per i 
concessa. a nobis et successoribus noslris inviolabiliter in perpetu 
observeniur, in forma premissa, aucloritate congregacionis regencii 
et non-regencium nostre Universitatis, ordinavimus et concrlusini 
quod predicle nosire concessionis tenor de verbo in verbum in re( 
tris el archivis noslris scribetur el perpeluo remanebil ; et ut siatui 
el pro statute dicte Universitatis nostre infringibiliier in etem 
observabilur. In quorum omnium et singulorum 5dem et testiinoni' 
has litteras nostras indenlalas et tripartitas fieri fecimus pateni 
quarum due partes ad disposicionem execuiorum predictoruin, et ter 
vero pars in archivis dicte Universiiads perpetuo remanebunt : necr 
sigillum commune Universitatis nosire predicle presemibus ap] 
suimus. Datum in nosire congregadonis domo, quinio die Marcii, 

Testimonial letter for Master David Canui. 
1448 LiTTF.RA testimonialis fratris David Carun ', doctorts in sai 

theologia, qui suam regenciam in eadem facutiate in Universitate i 
exercuit laudabiiiler et complevit. sigillata erat in domo congregacioi 
sub communi forma, anno Domini millesimo quadringentnimo qtu 
ragtsimo octavo, vicesimo prime die Junii, 



190. 
To the Archbishop of Canterbury. 
Frequent experience proves how great is your goodnest to 



1 



readiness to maintain our peace, honour, and advantage. We run 
you therefore in every di^culty. One Master Thomas Chapieyn 
prosecuted in your court in a certain case respecting a mortuary j 
■ Or Cantm MS, 




EPISTOLAE AC/IDEMICAE. 



269 



TS/i If a dear violation of thai privilege whereby il is provided that no 
tpirilual cause, UrminaliU within the University, shall be taken to any 
court outside the same. And if it were permitted in the present instance, 
the case of Master Chapleyn would hereafter be drawn into a precedent, 
and the authority of our Chancellor wholly destroyed. We pray you 
therefore to remit the cause to us for trial here. 

ScREPTA erat hec litlera domino Cantuariensi pro non irahendo 
causam ad extra. 

Reverendissime in Christo pater et graciose domine, vestre benig- 
nissime patemitati humillima recommendacione cuna obediencia (iliali 
devote premissa. Palam nos docel frequens experiencia — quam' pro 
nostre Universiiatis quictis, honoris et [studii *] commodi supportacione 
vesira sepenumero prenobilis benignitas graciose impendit — preclare 
mentis vestre bonam affeccionem erga nos et nostram rerapublicam 
perdiu extilisse ; unde humillimas quas valemus graciarum accionea 
graciose dominaciooi vestre cum prostrato spiriiu duximus im- 
molandas. Cum etenini in perturbacionibus aut incommodis 
nostra jaceat respublica, ad reverendisaimam paternitalem vestram, 
ceu ad speratissimum nostre Universitatis patronum. nobis pro suc- 
cursu celeriter itum est. Speramus atqui, adversum singulas' fonuilas 
querelas vel affeclatas insidias, nos generosam magnanimitalem ves- 
tram, ne quod predicte Universitati male valetudini sit, precipue 
defensuram ; cum revera nemo ex omni etale superest, cui in con- 
scrvacione nostre reipublice confirmaciorem spem aut cerciorem fidem 
geramus. Modo, singularissime domine, ad venerabilia curie vestre 
audienciam quidam* magister, Thomas Chapleyn, arcium magister 
dicteque Universiiatis regens necessarius, super quadam pretensa 
causa morluarii respondenda accersitur. Quod profecto baud parve 
in nostrorum' privQegioram libertaium el laude-dignarum consue- 
ludinum dispendia vertereiur ; cum sane virtuie eorumdem nulla 
spiritualis causa, infra Universitatem term inabi lis, ad forinsecum 
judicium altrahenda sit ; nisi prius, secundum prefale Universitatis 
jura, ad intra fuerit judicialiier ventulata. Que equidem privilegia 
libertates et digne consuetudines vestram dominactonem claro memi- 
nisse existimamus. Si enimvero huic rei locum prebere fas est, equal! 
jure cuicumque pari ccdendum foret ; quo pacto [ola Cancellarii 
nostri polestas in causis ab eo audiendis facile frustrarelur. Igitur, 
reverendissime p^ter, cum prefata causa infra Universitatem nostram 



' Thi& cIbiuc ippareotly ii mUpIaccd and ihould be tianipoKd with thai which 
follows it. ' iludii doited bcluw ihe line u redonilanl, MS. ' A won! here 
it illeuijle. ' cuiJam MS. ' in milrorum repealed in MS. 
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hucusque in judicio nullatenus versata fuerit, ad benignissiiiiain 
nacionem vestram confugientes, obsecramus unanimiter et devote, 
qoatenus equitate et jusdcia, qoibus vestra semper nobilitas dan 
est, nostra privilegia, libertates et consuetudines laudabiles gndose 
conservando, ipsam causam ad dictam Universitatem nostram vestrt 
benignissima paternitas remittere dignetur, ibi coram Cancellano 
nostro finaliter tenninandam. Quam in multas etates, ad nostra 
munimina et solamina, preservet incolumem Auctor et Princeps eteme 
equitatis et justicie Deus. Scriptum in nosire congregacitmts domo^ 
secundo die Novembris, Reverendissime patemitatis vestre humillimi 
oratores, Cancellarius Universitatis Ozoniensis cetusque unanimis 
magistronim regencium in eadem. Manyngham. 



Fol. 89 a. IQI \ 

In our great difficulties we send Master Henry MeoieSy our proctor, 
who will explain our circumstances ^ and we beg you to take such effectual 
measures for our welfare as shall seem expedient, 

1448. HoNORABiLis domine, debita salutacione premissa. Scimus pro- 
fecto vestram maturitatem nostris in rebus promovendis habundanter 
facere posse quod nos non unquam, aut multo absque sudore, |>er- 
ficere non valemus. Multis igitur difficultatibus circumventi ad vestri 
probitatem dilectum nobis in Christo confratrem, magistrum Henricum 
Meoles, Universitatis nostre procuratorem, mittimus pro succursu : 
cui res et vota nostra vestre circumspeccioni singula dedimus ex- 
plicare. Accuratissime vestri prestanciam deprecantes, quatenus ea, 
que vobis ex parte Universitatis nostre et communi studencium utilitate 
aperire debet, sicut nos et nostra respublica vobis cordi sumus, 
effectualiter dignemini expedire. Qua in re, ut speramus, Christo 
gratissimum ' et nobis precipue amacionis et eterne memorie signum 
facietis. Atque pro vobis quodcunque officium, cum ad hoc inter- 
pellati fuerimus, pro viribus exsequemur. Valete, et vivite feliciter 
per multas etates nostri memor. Scriptum in nostre congregacionis 
domOj vicesimo tercio die Marcii. 

^ There is no address to this letter. ^ gratis si mam MS. 
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To all dignitaries of the Church, nobles, and discreet 
persons generally of the dioceses of Lincoln, Coventry, 
and Lichfield. 

Be it hereby inojvn that wt have appointed Masters John Mederay 
and Richard Osburn(,joirilly and severally, to be oar agents and sptcial 
messengers, and we beg that you will, each and all, kindly receive and 
assist them in transacting the business they have in charge ; and be sure 
we shall be ready, on occasion, to requite your good offices. 

Venerabilibus nobilibus et discretis viris Lincolniensis, Coventrensis 
et LichfeldensLS diocesium, presenles litleras vjsuris vel audituris, 
Gilbenus Kymere, Canceliarius Universiiatis Oxoniensis, cetusque 
uoanimis raagistrorum regencium in eadem salutem in omnium SaN 
vatore. Noverit universilas vestra nos, de fidelitatibus, pnidencia et 
circumspeccione di lee to rum nobis in Chrislo, magislri Johannis 
Moderay et Ricardi Osbume, fiduciam in Domino gerentes pleniorem, 
in singulis negociis nostris in dictis diocesibus promovendis, eis con- 
junctim et divisim committimus vices nostras et plenam in Domino 
polestatem ; ipsosque magistrum Johannem ct Ricardum, ac quemlibel 
eorum per se el in solidum, no3 in premissis el premissa langentibua 
procuraiores, actores, factores, negociorum nostrorum gestores, ac 
nuncios speciales deputamus, facimus et constituimus per presentes. 
Memoratos igitur nuncios nostros probitatibus et circumspeccionibus 
veslris, ac veslrum cullibet, pleno recommendamus affectu : attente 
rogantes quatenus ipsos, ob contemplacionem el reverenciam dicte 
Universitatis, ct benigniler acceplare ac eis in nostris negociis per- 
agendis fidem indubiam, opem, industriam et favorem feliciter ad- 
hibentCB, eosdem, quantum poterids, dignemini expcdire. Quo facto 
rem vobis nierltoriam et nobis gratissimam facieiis ; scientes firmiler 
quod nos ad referendum vicissiludinem, cum ad hoc interpelJati 
fuerimus, studiose et diligenter pares esse curabiraus. In cujus rei 
testimonium has litteras communi dicte Universitatis sigillo fecimug 
consignari. Datum Oxonie quarto die Aprilis, anno Domini millesimo 
quadringenltsi 



To the Pope. f 

In commendation of Master William Babynglone, Abbot of Bury 
S. Edmunds, president of the Benedictine order in England and proctor 
of our lord Ihe King in the Roman curia / a grave and learned man. 




r 



I 
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whose lift at Oxford was an example to all ; xcko, afier inany ytars 
spent in lecturing on Canon Law, received the degree of doclor m Ihe 
same ; and whose promotion to the dignity he now efije»yj u a tperiaJ 
instance of divine providence. 

Sakctissixo in Chrisio patri et domino nostro, Domino Nicholao, 
divina. provitkncia gacrosancte RoiDane et universalis ecclesic gununo 
pontifici, 

Sanctissime et beatissime pater, humillima recommendacione filial! 
premissa cum devotissimis terre osculis ante pedes '. Quoniam apnd 
sanctitatem veslram, clementissime pater, \-iros sciencia et vinudbus 
ornalos uberiorem graciam ac liberaliorem beneficenciam beatitudinia 
vestre consecutos esse perspicimus, pro tali viro, qui vila tnt^ra. 
multis itemque litterarum ornamentis, honoris, fonune et ingenii* 
preditus est, scribere non veremur. Nos itaque, cognoscentes re- 
ligiosam et honestam conversacionem, sciencie et prudencie indiu- 
triam. ac afiarum plurimarum virlutum ', el raorura probilatem, quibus 
preclarus et egregius vir, magister Willelmus Bab3'ngione. decretorum 
docior, Abbas monasierii Beaii Edmund! de Bury, ordinis S. Benedicd, 
dictique ordinis presidens in Anglia principalis, et serenissimi principis 
et domioi nosiri, Anglie Francieque regis, modo in sacratissiroa curia 
vestra Rome, ut ex fide-dignissimis viris accepimus, procurator, cum 
in UniversiUte nostra studio assideret se commendabilem prestiiit; 
hanim virtutum suarum meriiis adducti, statuimus eundem magislmm 
Willelmum, gravem sane et eruditum hominem, vestre sanctitatis 
clemencie commendare. Plane ciun in dicta Universitate nostra 
' operam dederit, adeo studiose 
s ad capessendum virtutis et scieni 
1 spectaculum exhibendo, quod in dicta faculiaie apud nos 
Universitate nostra ad preeminenciam doctoral em ingeati bom 
provehi merilus erat. Qui simulac scolas dicte faculiatis, ad plui 
annos multa industria ac soUerti et continua leccione, 
tarn religiosa ac Integra conversaclone sua, eximiaque 
sciencia atque in gubernandis el conciliandis populis, elevato ingt 
ac probatissima policia, ipsum non solum abs suis confratribus opi 
I quadam sorie in caput et reclorcin 
;e existimamus. Quare, devotissime [ 
cum ipsum virtus, sciencia et sapiencia sic commcndent, 
Sanciitatem vehement er obsecramus, qualenus erga beatitut 

' Here follow »ii linea which have been erased so as lo be illegible 
the foal of the folio oc^iu these wordi, ' el lenilat mihi nslario de cam 



pauUo ante Tacultati 
vitam nobiscum transegit, 



3 



mHllamm tineanim in frituipie Imjui Ullere' 
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vestram nostra humillima et accuratissima deprecacione liberaliorem 
bencficenciam, uberiorem graciam et propensiorem favorem conse- 
quatur. Postremo, dementi ssime pater, injunctum nobis abs sanc- 
tissima paiernitatc vcsira quodcunque officium est, pro vestra felicitate 
et gloria seu alio quocunque faciendum, illud m obsequemissimi filii 
prompliBEimis gaudentissimisque animis pro viHbus exsequemur. £t 
vestram sanciitatera, ad universalis ecclesie solamen et percelebre 
regimen, in longiora lempora gubemet prosperamque semper con- 
servet Altissimus. Scriptum Oxonie in nostre cmgrtgaeimh domo, 
stxio die Aprilis. Sua humillima ac devotissima Univereitas studii 
Oxoniensis, 



194 ■ 

The successful issue of your labours for m is a subject of grea/ TcA. 8am. I 
ihankfulness ; and, having no power io repay you, "me pray that God 
will reward your good deeds. Wt art most grateful also to the King 
far the assistance he has given us in furnishing and ornamenting the 

Pristantissime magister, debits salutacionis honore premisso. 
Quod inter frequenles sollicitudinea et studia vestra res nobis opta- 
lisalmas proniptissimo animo et amicissimo vultu ad vota duxeritis 
pergralum certe nobis est, et vos inde gratissimum habemus. Quanta 
etenim ex ea re dulcedine et leticia afTecti sumus satis profeclo non 
possumus dicendo explicare. Elenim vero cum memoria repetamus 
optima in nos meriia vestra ac singularem bene vole nciam, magni 
animi gralitudinem et precipuum amorem quos erga nos geritis, 
tantum immense probitati vesire nos debere planum visum est, 
quantum certe nobis persolverc difficillimum eril. Verum cum muiuam 
wcissitudinem repeiidere virium ten ui las baud p.;rmittit, Deum, 
cquissimum premialorem, dignam vobis mercedem tribuere duximua 
esorandum. Celerum eximie gratiludinis et benevolencic vestrc lam 
jucundam tarn honestam et probabilem memoriam in etemum ser- 
vabimus, constantem amiciciam vestram pariter ' nobis exhibtndam 
Bumraopere cupienies. Inlerca benignissimo domino et principi 
nosiro pro suo benevolo piissimoque affeciu, quem penes Univer- 
sitatem suam, mairem nostram, babere consueverat, potissiraura tamen 
ob sue liberaliiatis immortale beneficiura, quod nuper usui et oma- 
mcnto scolarum nostranim l^eatissime contulil, dignas grates pro 

' No scidtcss to Ihis Ieli« ; ptobnbly letter 191 is addrewcd to Ihcjamc pcwon. 
Perhipi Itic business iu question was only lo beg the King to giw some timber 01 
lend some workmen. ' pariltriUr MS. 
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In .he Haharr* *f mr mats x« tare -jKimaud :ht iczjumc: if At 
.'ifxcr ; mdind Jtaz, m :ht zau ^f :fu Ljotqumu .heir, Arz £- -z ^jrzi 
ufuriL W-t fkxcd Jter^f'tn uurnaiud :o stmmon zhose "csponssdu it 
appear bef^tn ms :n S. Jfary : :,Turz.T. ntd ^^suur me zcz-junt / jstUjnm 
•tre ktr^ mmmoned iccnrdimry ; ivf ■fy^'^ ^^' ^vuoiif so ^tHemi av 
fervm^ 'OX zhail he latiified bfyour tppinminq i pnper prijsy^ 

^44^ PzaczucBftz ^iro maeistro Tchaniii .\-r3n1iaiL eirrero metficinimm 

pz-T ^ini^itriiri Miit'w'iL'im eMif-idrrn. liurzLi rinersiise -ierizieriu. ccni- 
p^rimu^; ;id cv.^.s tiitrrla-T* e: r^f : rzu-i::-: cem crien^i •~:z:*.in-::-:n?ni 
imp^Ti^i^nr/:^. hi r.:f :>/<*.. q-iomm :r.:er-tsc in lijc rir:e. :erc:o ."!e «'-'- -> die 
Jiinii prozirftO f>^/-.J: ^a.*um prefer. oi^im fuiurc. ccram ncbLs in ecclesia 
V/CZte Mari^ ^;xon>:, ficrAU, \w\r. ratiocir.ii revi-iiiuros decre\-mus 
a/.cerftiri ; P>. ''juia ''lieu ci-.u, trrmpore quo vesoi marurlras curam 
CJU5J ct ciJ«ito<Iiarri ?;iif/i^:r;it, rriul'a dispendia. graves :n"uria5 e: varia 
(liftcrifninijm ^<;ri'Ta p/rnjlit; j;H?urrJrcum.^pjeccionem ves:niin, — quam 
mncfrra affcccion^ 'ornjJ^ctirnnr, sano consilio suademus et exhor- 
tatnur, atquc virtnt/; jurarriMiti a vobis Universita:i prestiti, — primo, 
Mccumlo ct Urcio \iV,n'U\\A()\\(: moncmus, quatenus, prelibatis die et 
loco, ftd (liclam Univcrsitat'-rn nostram, nobis super certis articulis 

^ Thtra are two letters narnfx;rr'i the one 195 a, the other 195 b, in the MS. 
The Intcrtening * lummoni ' i* not numhcrcd. 
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cuslodiam tnemorate ciste concernentibus, vesira benignitas se con- I 

ferat, responsurom ulteriusque ibidem facturum et receptunim quod I 

racio ec jusiicia discucient in prcdictis. Si vero honesta impedimenta 1 

intervenerint, satis ad vola nobis eril ul verum et legitimum pro- J 

curaiorem, qui vestram in premissis vicem gerat, destinare curetis. fl 

Quod, si, uti pro officio vos decelj studuerilis adimplere, rem sane I 

vobis penitilem et nobis gratam facietis; at vesire commoditati, I 

quantum cum equitate et justicta valebimus, curabimus providere. I 

Quid plura? Valete et feliciter vivite, hujus precipue negocii ac I 

nostrum sedule memor. Ex Univtrsilale Oxonienn seplimo decimo I 

dit Mail. Cancellarius Universitatis Oxoniensis cetusque unanimis 1 

magiatrofum regencium in cadem. 1 

Summons of Master William Wythanit as executor of ' 
Master John Lord, 

Percelbbri viro, magislro Willelmo Wytham, egregio legum doctor! 1449- 

noslroque confratri precarissimo. | 

Honores in scripto et tneliores in voto &c., usgue ad islam clausulam I 

gut sequilur, sciliett ' Et quia dicta cista tempore quo magister I 

Johannes Lord curam ejus et custodiam subierat, multa dispendia, I 

graves injurias et varia discriminum genera pertulit,' cujus executorem I 

et bonorum administratorem vestram prestanciam esse fide digna rela- I 

cione accepimus : Igitur circumspeccionem Ac, usque ad ' Ullerius- I 

que ibidem,' nomine dicti tesialoris, facturum et recepturum ftc, I 

ulterius, usque ad finem litlere, ul supra in proximo Ullera precedenie I 

fer tolum. Cancellarius, &c. I 

B 19s b. I 

To the Rector of Abchurch, London. Fol. 84 b. \ 

Having htard how you consider the poor and needy in distributing the 

tstale of Master Gedtiey, and also that you are disposed to regard us ■with 1 

benevolence, we aJfeclionaUly entreat you, dear brother, to grant to us, for J 

the building of the new theological schools, a suitable portion of the I 

property of the deceased. We thank you for your good will, reported to V 

us by Master Cowper. and beg you to give a favouralle ear to his stale- 1 

Venerabili el circumspecto viro, Rectori de Apchyrch in Londonia, 144^ 1 

nosiroque amico confidendssimo. ■ 

Venerabilis domine, dcbiia salutacione preroissa. E multis, ctari»- I 

gime, accepimus quomodo quadam bonorum disposicione cujusdam ^k 
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xm^ nnmhttti Gedenqr, nnper dapsi— -cujus anima in oeBi 
bmoaa probitat in paapeies digne respicit, eC pfan 
opom carilatit intailn mmplfratnr. No6 equ^bm in qnodam 
dmiqgiouwi aui hm m edificio sob penuria labonuites, tarn chnmi 
€t fMloaranna opos absque mnltis probomm hominum adf omentii 
pei fci ete acMa valrains; qoodrca, carissime frater, vcstram benignn 
a fcu aoa t rogamns* qnatmnt^ ad tam sacri, tarn udlis tamqoe 
opens complrmentam, competentem largidonem ez bonis 
dud Gegdenej nobis erogandam, amore eiga nos simul et caritale 
nooena, gndoae dtgneniini provideie. Tenemns firmiter cer tiwtimffq ue 
t p ctanms banc sapplioem peticionem nostianiy que caritati consamt 
et uiNendem stndenrhiTn ndlitatem intuetar, a tam liberali devodooe 
vacQun non rediie : preaertim ciim, inter cetera pietatis oflficiay illiid 
piecqNie hnde dignnm arbitnunur, quod ad oitodoze fidd aciendeqne 
incfementom principalius se extendit Ceterom pro benevolo pioqne 
afiectn, quern erga nos vestri sinceritas gerit in premissis, sicut ^ ez 
relarione magistri Robert! Cowper presencium kttcms plane didisdmus, 
peigrate amidde vestre ab imis nostri cordium radidbus profluentes 
giadarom acetones offerimus* multiformes : attente rogantes, quatenns 
pre«Bcto magistro Roberto fidem indubxam, opem et &vorem in pie- 
senti n^;ocio Mciter adhibentes, ipsum, quantum poteritis^ HignOTnim 
ezpedire. Valete, et multis annis vivite nostri memor. Scr^htm 
Oxmie m nostre cangregactmis domo^ vicesimo quarto die Maiu Can- 
cellarius Universitatis Oxoniensis cetusque unanimis magistronim 
rcgencium in eadem. Manyngham. 

196. 

To Master Thomas Lesurs, Dean of S. Paul's. 

Wt affectionately invite you to remember the subject of our previous 
letter to you. The prayer thereof proceeded from the confidence we feel 
in yoUt which we trust will not prove to be vain. Whatsoever sum you 
may be disposed to grant us, for the beautiful building now in prioress 
kirt, from the estate of Walter Shirryntone deceased, you may safely 
entrust to Master Robert Cowper the bearer of these presents. 

V149. PiRCXLEBRi viro magistro Thome Lesurs^, ecclesie cathedralis 
S^ Pauli decano, nostroque confratre precarissimo. 

Honorabilis domine, debite salutacionis honore premisso. Quas 
^uperiores littere nostre peticiones continebant memoracioni vestre 
pteno recommendamus affectu; vestri probitatem caritatis atque 

^ skui MS. * offerrimus ib. ' See folio 5 supra. 
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fttnoris intuitu attenle et obnixe rogantes, quatenus, sicut ex maxima 
fiducia scribencium processerunt, ita apud sinceritatem veslram efficacea 
et favorabiles babeantur ; ne nostra desideria firmissima sua spe deci- 
dant, am sua votiva privenlur affeccione : quod sane vos, pro eximia 
virtute vestra et preclara amicicia, qua vestri benignitatem nos amplecli 
exisdmamus, non tarn nostra supplicacione quam vestra spontanea 
mente credimus peractunim. Quo facto precipue diJeccionis vestcc 
certissimum indicium et benevolenciam, que erga nos geritis, efficaciter 
ostendetis. Proinde quodcunque ex facultatibus bone memorie domini 
Walleri Shirryntone, ad tam speciosi et puleherrimi opens nosirj in 
complementum, immense pcobitati veslre nobis providere visum esl, 
illud per magistnim Robertum Cowper, carum nobis in Chrisio pre- 
sencium latorem, ac probate fidei ct examinate vinulis hominem, vestra 
dignelut prcstancia destinare. Postremo vobis felicia auspicia, se- 
cundam valetudinem et nostre amiticie memoriam superesse vehe- 
menter afficimus. Ex VnivtrsUak Oxmuinsi, quam rapli'm, vutsimo 
quarto die Mati. Cancellarius Universitatis, iit supra. 



ii97. 
To the executors of John Gedney. Fol. 85a. 

To }i" worshypfuU and our ryght welle be loved in God f>* executours I449* 
of Jhon Gedeney- 

Gretyng in Gode w* J»e gostly suffrage of our prayers : fforasmoche 
|)t ye have goods in yo' disposicion, as hitt es sayde, of a worshipfull 
man of London called Gedeney, late passyd oute of ihys world, — olT 
whojs soule our Lord have mercy, — and, as hitt is nott unkanne, we 
have hade of long tyme a grete beldj'nge, certain scoles, withinne our 
Universite off Oxenford, named })0 scoles off devinite, f* whych we 
may nott complysshe w' outt grcte heipe & releve of oder devote 
persons ; Wherfor we desyre and pray yow affecluosly, havyng respect 
& considerasion to thys premisses, Ji' ye woll, at \fi reverence of 
Gode and our meke prayers, shew gracyeuxly your special favour & 
benevolence to us, in grauntyng us some resonable gyfte off goods of 
fj" sayde Gedeney, unio )>« performyng off our scoles abovesayd: 
wherinne y" shall do a ffuU meritory thynge, & deserve of our Lord 
God a full singlcr thanke and plesur ; and cause us allso for to be 
perpeluall oratours for yow & for }>« soule of hym beforsayde : Trustyng 
verely f>' this our peticion, ])« whych concemyth jj^ commen profelt of 
Y' sayde Universite, special increse of vertous connyng & stodye, and 
ylicacion of crystenmen falh, shall not commc voyde a ycne from 
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your godenesse: besekyng yow furthermor to gyffe credens to oor 
wetbelovcd maister Rob* Cowper, berer of thys same, in all }>> be 
shall myuistre to yow in ihys partie off our be halve. And all myghiy 
Lord preserve yow evermor in welyth & prosperj-ie to your I)'ves 
bend. 

IVryll at Oxon/ord Ihe xxiit'i day of Maii. Be the Chancella 
proctours and regents of y Umversile off Oxonford. 



I 



19a '. 

J^'rom daily txperitnet we know your grtal affteiion/br Ih's Vmtnilf; 
and pray that God will reward you /or we are unable to do so. We ere 
now in great difficullies, and send Master John Fiisjames, as awr 
accredited messenger, wilh instrucliont to explain everything I9 yeu, t»i 
pray you to place implicit trust in his statements and give a /asairvili 
answer to our petition. 

Reversndissime in Christo pater et graciose dotnine, benign issimc 
dominacioni vesire humillima recommendacione et obediencia filiali 
devote premissia : E probalissimis experimentis ac fama nuncianie, 
que ad nos indies gralissitna circumfertur, plane novimus ingendssimum 
erga nos animi veslri affectum, vestram quo<jue dominacionem sin- 
ceram Universitatis nostre caritatem pre se ferre. Unde pro tam 
constanti in nos fide et benevolencia vestra, cum opes nostre baud 
fuerint persolvere dignas grates, Deum potissimum premiaiorem 
copiosam vobis merccdem tribuere sedulo duximus exorandum. Islud 
reverendissime patemitati vestre sciendum cupientes, quod lam eisi 
tenues dunlaxat nobis facullatea supersint, vobis tamen proiime acce- 
dimus ampUssima voluntate. Nunc vero, singularissime domine, tnultis 
neccssi tali bus circumvenii dilectum nobis in Chrislo Johannem ffyt^- 
jamys,capellanum nostre Universitatis, scolarcmet indubitalum nuncium 
nostrum, ad vestram benignissimam dominacionem, sicut ad speratis- 
simum nostre Universitatis patronum, mittimus pro succursu, Cui 
res et vota nostra eximie dignitati vestre curam dedimus esplicandi ; 
accuratissime humillimeque precanies humanissimam dominacionem 
vestram, quatenus memoralo nuncio nostro in nostris referendis 
negociis fidem indubiam cum favore feliciter adhibentes, veluti nostram 
rempublicam in futuro salvam et incolumem vesira excellencia oblec- 
tarit, nostre supplicacionis intuitu quam citissime dignemini justas 
peticiones nostras efficaciter expedire. Qua in re magnum I 
lencie et humanitatis exemplar nobis prestabit insignia dom 
' No address. 
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vesira ; que in multas etales superstes maneat nostri memor. De 
Oxonia, yuam raptim, in nosire congregacionis domo, victsimo stxio die 
Oclobris. Reverend issime patemitalis veslte hum i Hi mi ora lores 
Cancellarius Universitatis Oxoniensis celusque unanimia magistrorum 
regencium in eadem. 



Indenture of agreement between the University and Fol. 86 a 
Master Richard Broun alias Cordone '. 

Master Richard Broun, alias Cordone, having presented sundry boois 
to the library of the Vnivcrsiiy, The Chancelior, proctors and masters 
hereby undertake, for themselves and their successors, that the said Master 
Broun shall be allowed to use the books during his life ; and that they 
shall be delivered to any authorized person sent by him for that purpose. 
His name shall be mentioned, in the masses and other prayers both for 
the dead and the living, among othtr benefactors. 

Hic indeniura, facia inter magistrum Gilbertum Kymer, Cancellarium 1449- 
Universitalis Oxoniensis, el magisiros Johannem Wode et Wilklmum 
Danyel, procuratores dicte Universitatis, celumquc unanimem magistro- 
rum regencium in eadem es parte una, et magistrum Ricardum Broun, 
alias Cordone, legum doctorem, ex pane altera, lestatur, quod predictus 
magister Ricardus concessit, tradidit et libere dedit prefatis magistris 
Gilberto, Cancellario, et Johanni ac Willelmo, procuratoribus, cetuique 
unanimi magistrorum regencium in dicta Universitate, ac successoribus 
suis Cancellario et procuratoribus cetibusquc unanimibus magistrorum 
regencium in prefata Universitate, ad usum, videlicet, communis 
librarie predicte Universitatis, hos libroa inferius nominatos, ' Lecturarum 
domini Barlholi de Saxo Ferrato,' in papiro scriptos el in tabulis ligalos, 
in sex voluminibus, Super corpore juris civilis, Barlholum, videlicet, 
super (T. veteri, in duobus voluminibus ; secundo folio primi voluminis* 
el prime partis, in dido IT. veteri, ' tribu ubi mercator'; secundo folio 
secundi voluminis et secunde partis, super fF. veteri, ' ex te tnim non 
extraneum ' : super ff. novo, in duobus voluminibus ; secundo folio 
prime parlis primi voluminis 'W quare appellalur' ; secundo folio 
secunde partis et secundi voluminis ejusdem ' inspeclis idea per ie.' Et 
Buper ff. in(orciati, secundo folio prime partis sive voluminis, ' servi 
annuunt' ; secundo folio secunde partis et secundi voluminis, super 

' A Ulet hand whtcE on the margin, ' cujut ttilamintum valde lengum tJclat in 
Aaa,' i. o. in the ■ Aila Curiae Cancellarii! from which MS, it has been extiaeted 
and published in Afunimenla AeaJemia (Rolli Series). * The woidi 'led 

quare appellalur ' follow ' vatuminis,' but are ctOBted oai In the MS. by a con- 
tempomy band. 
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eodem. 'in alio secundum guosdam.' Item, 'Super codice,' in tino 
volumine, secundo folio '-Um ti pacificum slalum! Habendum el 
tenendum omnes predictos libros prediciis magislris Gilberto Kymer, 
Cancellario, et Johanni Wode et Willelmo Danyel, procuraioribus, 
cetuique unanimi magistrorum regencium in Universitate predicta. ac 
succesaoribus suis Cancellariis, procuratoribus, cetibusque tnagisiroram 
regencium ejusdem Universitatis, ad usum communis librarie prediete, 
ut dictum est ; ad cleri et populi, j'uxla statuta ejusdem Univcrsiialis, 
confluencium instniccionem et infomiacionem perpeluam. Predicti 
tamen magislri, Gilbertua Kymer, Cancellarius, Johannes Wode et 
Willelmus Danyel, procuralores dicte Universitatis cetusque unantmis 
magistrorum regencium in eadem, volunt et concedunt, pro se el 
successoribus suis, Cancellariis, procuratoribus, cetibusque magis- 
trorum regencium unanimibus dicte Universitatis, quod idem magisler 
Ricardus Broun, alias Cordone, habeat usum omnium predictorum 
librorum pei; lotam vitam suam, sine clameo ipsorum aut aliquorura 
suorum successorum, Cancellariorum aut procuratorum cetuumve 
magistrorum regencium. Eciam, si apud ipsos sint, vel in libraria 
predicta, quod ad ejus peticionem, sive nuncii nomine suo venientts, 
deliberentur eidem ; ut usum eorum habeat quamdiu in hac vita, 
ubicumque fuerit, permaneat : quodque in missis el aliis suGTragiis, per 
ipsam Universitatcm aut dicte communis librarie custodes, sacerdotes 
seu alios, pro anima dicti magislri Ricardi mencio inter vivos el 
deFunctos habeatur, prout pro ipsius Universitatis benefactoribus fieri 
consuevit. In cujus rei testimonium uni parti hujus indenture, penes 
predictos Cancellarium et proeuratores in cista quatuor clavium dicte 
Universitatis remancntis, antedictus magister Ricardus Brotm, u/iiw 
Cordone, sigillum suum apposuit; alteri vero parti ejusdem indenture, 
penes eundem magislrum Rlcardum Broun, alias Cordone, residentis, 
predicti magislri Gilbertus Kymer, Cancellarius, Johannes Wode et 
Willelmus Danyel, proeuratores dicte Universitatis cetusque unanimis 
magistrorum regencium in eadem sigillum Universitatis prediete apponi 
fecerunt. Datum Oxonie in domo congrtgacionis UniversilaU's prcdictt, 
dtcimo die Novembris, anno Domini milUsimo quadringenUsimo qua 
gcsimo nono. 




quadr^^M 



Acquittance of Eynsham Abbey. 

Secunim) die Decembris, anno Domini millesimo quadringenlesimo 
quadragesimo nono, sigillata eral acquietancia sub forma que sequitur. 

Pateat universis per presentes, nos, magistros Johannem Wode et 
Willelmum Danyel, proeuratores Universilalis Oxoniensis, reccpisse 
de religiosis viris Abbate et conventu monasterii de Eynesham Lincolni- 



EPISTOLAE ACADEMICAE. 



281 



e Universitatis predicte, viginli ses solidos, 
pro parte cujusdam annue pensionis trium librarum et octo soUdorum 
dicte Universitati, videlicet, pro termino Omnium Sanctorum proximo 
ante datum presencium, debitos : De quibus viginli sex solidis, in 
partem solucionis annue pensionis predicte, fatemur nos fore solutos ; 
et inde predictos reJigiosos viros acquietamus per presentes. In cuju3 
rei testimonium sigillum commune Universitatis predicte presentibus 
est appensum. Datum in domo congrfgaeionis Universitatis prr/atty 
sicundo die Decembris, anno regni regis Henrici sexli post conguestum 
vicesimo octavo, 



199. 

To one of the executors of the late Bishop of Chichester. 

As weapons to the soldier so are books to us, who fight for the 
Church against heretics. We beg you, there/ore, since you have the dis- 
position of his effects, to grant us a handsome donation 0/ the books of the 
late Bishop of Chichester ; who, as we learn from those who were 
intimate with him, always intended to give them to us : or, if that may 
not be, we hope you will make us some other present of conspicuous value. 

Vonvos honorcs ac ea ' perpetuo feiiciter adimplere, que ad celebrea 
juaticie laudes pertinent et glorie militaris. Sicuti pugnaturis miJitibus 
arma tuciora adversos hostium impetus necessarium dinoscitur, ita 
nobis indubic, qui Christiane fidei professores et peculiares alumpni 
Bumus, contra hcreticorum insultus atque pro solidiori mililaniis ecclesie 
confirmacione, opere precium est sanorum librorum multitudinc cotn- 
muniri. Sed cum rcvercndus in Christo pater et dominus, nuper 
Cicesirenais episcopus, — cujus spiritus in cetis habitet. — dum hoc 
labente seculo fretus erat, dignam nobis et felicem suorum librorum 
donacionem, uti bone fidci homines familiares sui plenissime reiulerunt, 
ad ampliorem Dei, virluiis et sciencie cultum, constantissima mente 
tenuerit impartiri ; itaque humanitatem vesiram, quam equitale et 
juslicia clarissimam arbitramur, plenia dcsideriis unanimiter obsecramus, 
ex quo bona dicli reverendi patris ad vestram, ut didicimus disposi- 
cionem pervenerint, quatenus egregiam ahquam predictorum suorum 
librorum largicionem, — cum erudilos viros nihil dignius nihilque 
bonestius deceat',— in perpeiuain recommendacionem et laudem 
nominis ejus, cum dllccto nobis in Christo confratre. magistro Nicbolao 
GoEse presencium lalore, cujus virtus et fideiitas apud nos probatissime 
sunt, premissa considerantes dignemini destinare. Quod si forte 
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aliquod impedimenlum prevenerit quominus volumina obtioere \ 
rimus, nosiram tunc UniversUalem cum alio quovis spectato et honori- 
fico munere suo veslram benignitatem devotissime expciimus insignire. 
Quo facto rem veslre slrenuiiati dignam nobis atque gratissiniam 



facielis. Floreatque 
et honore. De O.vi 
Ftbruarii^. 



\ nobilitas in multas elates continua gloria 
nasirt congregacioitis domo, deeimo dk 



200. 
\. To another executor, or administrator, of the late 
Bishop of Chichester. 

Knmolcdge is the fruii of the constant study of many and good 6ooit. 
T/Kse then art our wealth; and we may well endeavour to eolltct voiutnts 
of the sacred writings from nery possible source. We beg you will give 
us a large share of the books or some other considerable donation /ram 
the property of the late Bishop of Chichester ; and send them to its by the 
hearer of this letter. 

HoNOREs in scriplo et meliores in voto ; Cum uberriraos scieD< 
fructus plurium optimoruraque voluminum frequens et intent 
Icccio parturiai, bine libeiloram muliitudinem studiosis hominibas 
deesse. Quod si nos precipue in librorum cultu sollicitari, atque in 
ilbrum eloquiis, tanquam in splcndidissimis diviciis, oblectari decerei ; 
nobis utique dignissimum videtur colligendis undique sacris codicibus, 
ubi spes ulla superest, operam sollicitam dare. Plane, quanto lilterarum 
Tons uberior fuerit, tanto efBcacius studium consequilur. Sed reve- 
rendus inChrislo pater et dominas, Cicestrensisepiscopus, nuper elapsus, 
— cujus anima celis gaudeal, — dum viiam hie lueretur, speciosam 
atque ampkm suorum librorum donacionem ad conferendiun nostre 
Universitati defixus erat, ut doctissimi reddimur, firmissima voluntate : 
Cujus bonorum administrator em vestram probitatem esse fama cre- 
brescenle nobis delalum est. Itaque cclebriiatem vestram unanimiter 
eciam alque eeiam obsecranius, qualenus dicli reverendi patris insigne 
aliquod et illustre librorum munus, in perpeiuam ejus memoriam, 
dilecto nobis in Christo confratri Nicholao Gosse, latori' presencium, 
examinate siquidem fidclitatis et virtutis homini', nobis digneraini 
maturius delegare. Quod si facile impetrare non possimus, aliam 
qualemcunque nobis memorabilem largicionem, qua nostra ] 
Univcrsitas splendidior exiberi, benignitatem veslram, sicuti vobis 
sumus, deposcimus * impertiri. Quod plane, cum religiosissima piei 

' No adi^reas or snbscriptioD to this and roUowing cpiilles. ' tatore 
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I filiorum in parenlem esse debeat, vestram 
n solum nostra deprecacioQe, sed vestra eciam generosa 
mente, credimus peracturam. Valele in eiemum, disertissime magisler, 
nostri tnemor. De Oxonta in nostre tongrtgacionis domo, decimo dit 
Fibruarii. 

201 \ roL87^ 

Vour Uller (otiimmding to us Master William Endyrby exhibits that 
regard, which we have always by past experience Jound that you ftel for 
us. Foil wilt find us ever ready to acknowledge our obligations to you. 
Be graciously pleased to receive the bearer with favour and confidence. 

Revf.rendissimk in Chrislo paler et domine, benignissime domina- i449- 
cioni vestre humillima recommendacione cum obediencia filiali devote 
premissis. £x suavissimis human! ssimiaque litteris vestris, quas nuper 
in recommissionem boni el eruditi viri, Trains Willelmi Endyrby, dtgna 
veneracione accepimua, deque eciam longo tempore probatissimis 
creberrimUque experimenlis dignissimam reverenciam vestram suavis- 
simos bene volcntissi mosque aifeelus penes Universitatem nostram 
gerere facillime inluemur, unde profeclo dominacioni vestre nos 
aingularissitne ' devinctos habetis babcbilisque, ui poela inquit, 'dum 
spiritus hos regit artus' Quod equidem vestris alFectum eral littcria 
implevimus quam libenter ; equum est enim ut magniludini vestre in 
omni re nos illos prebeamus, ut ad singula, que vestra reverendissima 
patemilas velit, ila appareamus ' presto, ui nos non solum omnia debere 
conlemplacione vestra que possimus, sed ea eciam que vires non 
suppctuni perftcere putemus. Celerum, quia longum sermoncm 
liiierarum vesue digmtati haud jucundum esse speraraus, res et vota 
nostra, que maxime dlcenda restant, latori presencium dedimus ex- 
plicare ; rogantes humillime atque accuralisaime deprecantes benignj- 
tatem veslram, sic eum in negociis nostris apud dominacionem vestram 
recommendatum habere, ut illud, quod plenissima nostra affeccio 
expetit, gratissimum nobis et fclicem cfTcctum consequatur. Cui, 
veluii nos audieritis, aures dignemini impendere creditivas. Valete, 
benignissime pater, in roulias elates felicissime ; nosque sotita humani- 
late et benevolencia compleclamini. Oxonie, decimo die Februarii. 



P Testimonial letter issued for Master Denys ffi-estone. 
Memorandum, quod vicesimo die mensis Februarii, anno Domin 
millcsimo quadringcniesimo quadragesimo nono, sigillata eral liners 
' No sddreat 01 EitbscriptioD again to thii epiillc. * siiigularissimei MS 

* apartamm lb. 
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testimonial is pro magistro Dionisio ffrestone, non-regente, sub com- 
muni forma. ■ 



Acquittances of Masters Spekyntone and Norlonde; V 
also of Oseney and Eyasham Abbeys. 

Meuokanduh, quod vicesimo septimo die Marcii, anno Domini 
millesimo quadringcntesimo quinquagesimo, sigillabantur qualuor 
acquietancie, scilicet, acquietancia Spekyntone, acquietancia Norlonde, 
acquictancia de Osney et acquietancia de Eynesham. 



Fol.88t 
1450- 



I 



Testimonial letter for Master Roger Kyng. 

Univefsis sanele malris ecclesie filiis, aH quos presenles littere 
pervenerint, Cancellarius Universitalis Oxoniensia cetusque unanimis 
tnagistrorum regencium in eadem salutem in omnium Salvaiore. 
Inter ceiera pietatis officia justicie proculdubio consenlaneum, et 
nobis, qui virtutis et sciencie studia profitemur, peculiar! quodam 
modo debitum est, viros monim gravitate et sciencia preditos digne 
laudis teslimonio juvare. Enimvero dum studiosis et eruditis bominibus 
laus digna tribuitur, ceteri ' ad capessendam virtutis et sciencie viam 
concitacius ardenciusque hortantur. Hec et hujuscemodi ante oculos 
nostre consideracionis statuentes, per has lilteras attestamur, quod 
predilectus nobis in Chrislo confrater, magister Rogenis Kyng, nostre 
Universitalis predicte arcium magister, vir quidem conversacionis 
venustate conspicuus, ingcnio agilis ac in dicta facultate mature 
eruditus, adeo studiose, sapienter et summa cum gravitate vitam 
nobiscum Iransegit, cunctis bene beateque vivendi speciaculum ex- 
hibendo, quod in eadem facullaie apud nos ad magisiratus apicem 
honoriiice provehi meritus fuit ; et que ad lanti gradus sollennitatem 
attinebant laudabiliter cuncta explevit. Ut igitur, hujus testificacionis 
gracia, omnium quorum penes se interest uberiorem consequatur 
favorem, has litteras sigillo communi Universitalis predicte fecitnus 
consignari. Datum Oxonie in nostre congregacioais domo, penuilimo 
die Aprilis, anno Domini millesimo quadringeitksimo quinquagesimo^ 

A similar Utter given to Master Roger Kyng. 

Memorandum, quod eodem die magister Rogerus Kyng habuit 




litteram testimonialem sub eadem forma. 
PoL 88 b. Novennt universi per presenles, nos, Gilberlum Kymer, Cancellarium 
Universitatis Osoniensis, Ricardum Luke et Wistanum Browne . 

' The remuDdci is wsnling 
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202. 

To T. Bokelonde, Squyere. 
Gretvkg in God, wyth the gostely suffrage off oure prayers ; And 
forasmoch that we bene informed by oure welbeloved brother, Mr. 
Richard Luke, proctour off oure Universiie, that ye have shewde 
grete kyndnes to oure Universiie beforesaide, as in laberynge for us 
bifore ihys lyme to \fi most excellent prince Duke of Gloucestre, oure 
most gracyeux lord and proiectour, late passyd oute Y* troubulous 
world, — whose soyle God assoyle for hys hygh mercy, — therfore we 
thanke you w' all the intiemes off oure harts ; prayng you hartly off 
continuance off yo' gude frendshyp, & specially in Ji^ mater that 
folowetb. We hold for certayn ]!* hyt is not out off yo^ remembrance 
how y most noble prince beforsaide, for \fi singlere favour and 
lendymcs that he had unto oure Universiie, yave & bequelhyd unto 
US in hys testament, late before hys decese, all |>e lalyn bokes f' 1"* 
had, & also ane c lib ; to jjo edefying off oure divine scoles ; as \^ 
saide proctour off oure Universite seyth fi* ye cerlefyd unto hym : off 
\fi whj'ch gods we have no thynge yet rece)-ved. And forsomoch Jj^ 
certayn persones, as we understand, bene depute laie forto execute 
deuly }J* wyll off ^ saide most gracyeux prince, after Y' facolle off hys 
gods ))ai may be found; f«rforc we pray you ryght tenderly to }>" 
complesshynge off oure desyre, whych concernylh all \fl commen 
wele off oure saide Universiie & ^ edificacion off crislenfayth, Jiat ye 
woll, at Y' reverence off God and the instance off oure prayers, to do 
yof labyr and diligence to ]fi saide persones deputyd, for Jw furtbrance 
and proniocion off us 10 Y ^^'^^ bokes & money, yeven unio us as hyt 
is premised ; sendyng futhermor unto us the copy off the testament, 
in all Y ^^^ resonabl, off the most noble prince abovesaide ; ^ 
whych, as we conceyve, ye promysed to do 10 y proctour off oure 
Universite beforsaide : wherine ye may shewe gretely yo' benevolence 
])at ye have unto us, & deserve also a ryght spiecial thanke off oure 
Lord God. Whych have you evermor in hys blj'ssyd governance. 
Wrylyn al Oxon/ord, ^ xxviii day off Ausl. 



203. 
To Master John Summerset, Doctor of Medicine. Fol. 89 a. 

Our prochr, Master Luke, tclh us of your efforts to obtain /or 



Ifu books given 
■wiih the King it 



• the late Duke of Gloucester, and of your intercession 
aur cauie ; aiio that you propote to add, of your sum 
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gifl, other books to his btqmsl. We are gnally phased itn'iA this your 
bencBolenI inrlmalion towards us, but we eannol understand how it is 
that, under these circumstances, tht Duke's looks, which came into your 
custody, arc not delivered to us, unless it be that some poitxr/iil infiuettce 
is exerted to prevent it ; for a steadfast and good man will not be made 
to swerve from the path of justice by interest or cupidity. We trust, 
therefore, you will use your best endeavours to put us in possession, and 
thus do us a great service, and, at the same time, clear your mm 
character and that of others now suspected. We send you a list of aU 
the books in our library; and, if you have duplicates, please remember 
thai, with our numerous students, we shall find them most useful. 

Ex[HiE dignitatis sciencie et celebritatis viro, magistro Johi 
Summerset, medicinarum doclori noslroque amico precarisslmo. 

Voiivam felicitatem, et iis, que ad cclebres Dei et justJcie laadei 
pertinent, (irmiler adherere. Recenter accepimus, disertissime ma- 
gisler, a carissimo confratre nostro, magistro Ricardo Luke, nostre 
alme Universitatis procuratore, vestram celebritatem non modo pro 
Hbris nobis restituendis, a dulcissime recordacionis serenissimo principe 
duce Gloucestrie nuper elapso nostre Universitati predicts legslis, 
promptissimo animo et amicissimo vuitu penes regiam mELJestalem 
velle insistere; sed quod vos nostra eciam studia devola libroi 
vestra' largicione lucidiora atque ampUora reddere decrevistis. 
plane benignilalem vestram tanta necesaitudine nos amplecti 
gratum nobis est, et vos inde gratissimum habemus, jocundam nobia 
amiciciara vestram erga nos perpetua diutumitalc ferendam vehe- 
menter cupienles. Verum cum bona dicti serenissimi principis post 
lacrimabilem obiltis sui diem in vestram custodiam, ut palam est, 
atque diaposicionera pervenerint ; quod prefata nobis, ut premittitur, 
legata volumina uiilitati et omamento Universitatis nostre vestra de- 
Ilberacio minime reservavit, nisi vestra fortassis ad hoc faciendum 
plenissima inlencio aliorum hominum impetu frustraretur, grandi pro- 
fecto ducimur admiracione; cum vir bonus et constans nulla per- 
turbacione, complacencia aut cupidiiate a justicie semita declinaret. 
Sed gerentes forte ipsia temporibus amplissimas potesiates vobis 
impedimcnio fuere reclissime voluntatis, et quidem pro magna fide 
virtuie et sapiencia veatra rem sic se habuiaae putamua. Nunc veroi 
quum dictorum librorum nobia, uti leges et Celebris consciencia dictant, 
debite reddendonim justissima desideracione afficimur; cujus eciam" 
desiderii perfecta spes et magna via, ut tenemus, in vestra probitate 
nunc recumbit; itaque humanltatem vestram, sicuti decreveritis, a»-^ 
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siduo labors et industria penes regiam celsitudinem. ceterosque in hac 
parte creditos necessarios, pro tarn honesto taraque racionabili voto 
nostro vesiras interponere partes rogamus ex corde. Quo faclo baud 
solum vestri nominis florebit integritas, ac alionim, quos in premissis 
credilur non fiiisse innocentes, scandalum evanesce! ; sed nobis eciam 
precipue amacionis et memorie specimen efficaciier ostendelis. Pro- 
missam insuper nobis pie liberalitatis vestre libronim donacionem rem 
ratam haberi firmiter estimamus. Proinde copiam registri omnium 
librorum dicte Universitati nostre perlinenciura vestre maturitati cum 
presencium latore duximus iransmiltendam ; £0 ut ', si forte consimtles 
apud vos' libri maneant iis quos dicta copia inscripsimus, quod non 
eo magis vestra penes nos caritas minuatur (vestram prestanciam 
oratissimam habemus ;) cum mulliplicitatem sludencium eandem ma- 
teriam una coniingat apud nos sepissime occupare. Et vestram 
dignitatem, celeberrime magister, nostri memorem felicibus semper 
letari auspiciis bononim omnium plenissimus retribotor facial Cbristus 
Deus. Oxonie in nostre Cmgrtgacionis domo, viceHmo oc/avo die 
August!. 

204. 
To the Cardinal Archbishop of York, Lord Chancellor. Fol. 8g b 

// is generally rtporkd thai Ike present parliamenl has determined to 
lake back all tht lands recently granted for pious uses by the King. If 
this were done without exception, the consequence to us would be terrible ; 
for the colleges would lose Ihtir rents, and thus the University, which is 
now made fruitful in virtue and knowledge by this bounteous siream, 
would become dry and barren,for these foundations are the chief atlrat' 
tion to students. 

REVERENnissiiio in ClirJsto patri et domino, domino Cardinal! i450' 
Eboracensi, Anglie cancel! a rio, nostro domino graciosissimo. 

Revere ndissimo in Christo patri benignissimo et domino nostro 
humillimam recommendacionem cum dcvotissimis nostris precibus 
apud Deum. Ex quo, reverendbsimc pater, instanti parliamento 
integram reaumpcionem terrarum et possessionum, nuper devocionis 
domini nostri regis, diffiniri ex communi voce intelleximus, cujus 
elfecium perpetuo nos graviler concernere visum est, dum tcmporalea 
redditus collegiorum nostre communis matris virtutum, quos idem 
Christianissimus princeps in humane virtutis et catholice fJdei in- 



I 
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crementa donavil, aub prefato tilulo resumi vulgaris presumpcio 
arbilnttur. Quo pacto nostra Universitas, que diciarum possessionum 
gratia impresenciarom virtutibus et sciencia perenne ' fecundatur, 
quasi sleiili preoccupaia otto inerti torpendo marcesceretur ; cum 
siudencium multiludinem, que apud nos esse consuevit, septus exhibi- 
clone diciorum locorum quam aliunde palam scimus concre^isse. 
Hujus igitur rei, ablato premisso, inestimabile sequens malum pio 
intuenii aoiino apperitur. Itaque humanisii^imani dominacioDcm ves' 
tram, cui cerciorem fidem ac confirmaciorem spem opis nostre re- 
posuimus, [habenius', atque] gratiosam ac velut paternalem nilelam 
esse in hac parte suppliciter exoramus ; et hanc noairam rempublicam 
solito more vestre humanitatis grato et benignissimo animo pensare; 
cum res tante cure a nobis fieri nequit, nisi altiori supeme mentis' 
medio, quo diciarum possessionum opiate fine potiamur. Et quoniam 
non facile quidem nobis est satis alti generis laudes et precoma 
amplissime dominacioni vesire pro tanlis muneribus excogitare, que 
nuper in scolarum nostrarum edificia impensa * fuisse decrevistis ; sit 
igitur ipse nobis plus consul Seneca, qui melius esse voluit ut bene6cia 
non respondeant quam non dentur; dum terrenam spernunt, immo 



celestem expectant retribucionem ; qua' vestram benignii 
minacionem frui plenissimus omnium bonorum retributor faciat CI 
Deus. Oxonie in nostre eongregacionis domo, sextodecimo die No 



do- 



205. 
To the Commons' House of Parliament. 



tCtmstt^ 
'i>ven,Mm 



I 



Tiis University is the mother g/" the clergy and the source ^ their 
learning ; and we know that her prosperity is dear to you , for here are 
educated not only students from foreign lands, but also those most near 
and dear to you, your children and other relatives ; who from Iketr 
studies here derive the training which qualifies them for exalted positions 
in the slate. Naui if the design of taking back the lands, given by the 
King for religious objects, should be carried out, our colleges would have 

' This passage in the KS. i£ UDintelligible; the wriling ii quite pli 
and the words are ' Beronae ftrundalur quasi tanifitam slerili prtOcUfOtHr 
meili torpeiide' Sec. The TCfsion in the text is suggested ta jxnahly 
truth, a conjecture confirmed by similar words in Seneca, £fi, 81, 1 
Seneoi, it may be observed, wb* clearly much rend at Oxfotd at thii ti 
ep. ao6, nnd leslimonial letter for Mr. Kyngdon, fol. nob, for two of them 
instances of application of Seneca's philosophical tenets. ' hcbeniut alqtn 

The words seeta to be redundant, or something is left out as osasl. ' mtnte 
' inptssa ib. ° quia ib. 
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to rrdiict tht numhtr of Iheir feUams. and Ihe Univtraty would lose one of 
iti chief attraclions lo studmts. We trust, therefore, thai an exception in 
favour of these foundations may be made. 

Venerabilibus ac circumspectis viris hujus presentis ac nobilissimi 1450- 
parliamenti communariis. 

Votivos honores. et iis rebus firmiter adherere que ad laudem Dei, 
gloriam et decorem regni, ac augmentum pertinent siudii salutaris. 
Cum inter precipua et celeberrima hujus famosissime regionis loca, 
nostra Universitas Oxonie, — que fecunda mater est et lucema cleri, 
sine quo nulla ubique terrarum nacio aut communitas sincera fide ac 
inlegra prosperitate diu manere potent, — ad ornamentum et gloriam, 
Tame titulum, publicamque dicti imperii beatitudinem suis salularibus 
disciplinis ac probitate morum vehementer pertineat ; ipsam igitur 
valde erigi, ac in clans sui membris salvam et incolumem egregie 
preservarj, estmias ' gravitates vestras velle ac ititimius deaiderare 
putamus. Quod plane eo nobis evidencius visum est, quod non modo 
a peregrints et distanlissimis mundi partibus homines, verum eciam 
hujus nostre clarissime patrie dulcisaimi liberi, can nepotes, et con- I 

sanguinei ac propinqui, afiines vesiri, sacris litteris ac moribus im- 
buendi, apud nos in famosis et devotis collegiis aliisque approbatis j 

locis habitant; lanquam in fontali loco vere fidei, sciencie et virtulis; 
quibus eleganter prediti ad quam grandes et varioa dignitatum honores, 
in magnum cumulum glorie ac splendoris regni nostreque Universilatis 
el amicorum suorum, sepissime eriguntur'. Sed quoniam in hoc 
presenti parliamenio pro resumjKione terrarum et possessionum, 
nuper devocionia domini nostri regis, ita generaliter adhibenda (antua, | 

ut didicimus, labor efficitur, quod rcvera in precipuum nostre Universi- 
tatis decremenium, ac grave dispendium et depauperacionem egregia- 
nim panium ejusdem, nisi veatris industria et favore honesium inierveniat 
medium, verisimiliter redundaret, — sunt etcnim quedam nostre Uni- 
versitatis percelebris fame collegia, eo sub numero sociorum ordinata, 
quod si ea reddere deberent, que per eundem illustrissimum principem 
cis conferri noscuntur, non solum socioa dictorum loconim sed alios 
eciam, quos spes future promocionis ad eadem collegia in dicta 
Universitale nostra computerit exspectare, simul cum beata doctrina 
deficere oportebit, — ilaque, tametsi prefatam resumpcionem ad regisFoLgoa 
et regni prosjjeritatcm procul dubio rem summe necessariam esse 
arbllramur, vestre lamen prudenlissime congregacionis cetui assiduis 
precum instanciis imanimiter supplicamus, qualinus de vestre bene- 
volencic ac pietatis fecunditale lalem moderacionem in predicia 



' tjimeas MS. 



' txigttnlur ib. 
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maleria, sicuti optime scilis et potestts, preroissa considerantes digne- 
mini providere, quod nihil in diclo presenti parliamento faciutn seu 
faciendum in prefaiorum collegiorum nostre Universitaiis gra\-amen 
seu prejudicium cedere debebit. Interne consideracionis oculo per- 
pendentes, quod egregie virtutes el scieocie, quibus premissa nostra 
Universitas hoc nobilissimum ioiperium totamque' ChrisuaoilUem 
illustrat. in collegiis fundatis in eadem precipue radicantur ; hac pro 
re summas indubie atque immortales a Deo grates, nos qaoque 
perpetuos oratores vestros vobisque in etemum devinctos habebitis. 
Et prenobihs veslre congregacionis cetum in singuHs agendis dirigat 
Christus Deus. Oxonie in nostre congregacionis domo, decimo dii 
Novembris. Vesiri oratores devoti Cancellarius Universitatis Oxoni- 
ensis cetusque unanimis magistrorum regencium in eaJem. 



I 



206. 

To the Duke of York. 



1 

or O^ 



The Romans, who excelled all other natiotis in war, and $ht 
philosophers of anciertt limes, alike considered Ihose, who labour /or 
good of the commonweailh, deserving of the highest praise. SiarA hart 
been your labours and suck will he your reward. Lei us speak /o _>■«* 
then of our commonwealth — this University — and beg you so to labour M 
our behalf that we may not be deprived of the lands given to the 
by the King. These foundations not only provide for their awnfti 
but the prospect of promotion, which they offer, is a great attracliem 
students to come to Oxford; and the loss cf them would be a 
blow to learnit^ ; no less than, as Seneea says, a separatioH </ 
and body. 

Illvstrissiuo principi, domino duci Eboracensi, nostra domino 
graciosissimo. 

Summis ac probaiissimis viris, illustrissime princeps, sane visum est 
ipsos viros benemeritos ac ingenii laude dignos fore, quos florend 
statuj reipublice, ne facile a sua gloria decidat, totis animorum 
conatibus insudare constabat. Nam communi uiititati studere, pa- 
triamque aut consilio aut * opera tueri, non solum apud Romanos, 
qui ceteras gentes in milicie gloria longe anieibant, verum eciam apud 
ipsos anliquitatis philosophos inter cetera preclara facta pro divinissimo 
sancitum erat, Vestre igitur serenilati summa ac maxima prop< 
esse premia speramus, que in toiius Anglie remptiblicam jam | 
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tacessitam maximo ac conlinuo zelo fcrvebat; sed quid dixiniua 
■ lacessitara ' ? revera vestra sciens ' tenet pnidencia quantum hujus 
oUm florcntissime ac famosissime regionis, inter cetera totius' orbis 
terranim regna, fama slatusque quorunidani sceleratorum " jamdudum 
pravis factionibus a prisds suis honoribus pene sopiti cecidenint. Cum 
igitur inter cunctos orbis principes percelebri fama evecti estis, nihil 
sublimitas vestra principis nomine dignius' vel prestaniissimorum 
maj'orum vestrorum virtute* facere potest, quam ut communi bono, 
uti diximus, lacessifo. qnassalo ac piene profligato subveniat ', quam 
maxime iaboret; ex qua re celeberrimam famam el gloriam vestra 
sereniias adipiscetur, firmam quidcm et nuUis seculis defecturam, 
De nostra nunc republica, — Universitatis nostre bonum intelligimus, — 
sermo brevis humanitati vestre lexendus eat. Cujus certe status^ 
marcessere ac pene deficere arbitratur, si ea ad etTectum deducia sint 
que fama crebreicente a plurimis existimantur '. Vulgari quidem 
lenetur opinione* rcsumpcionem terrarum et possessionum, nuper 
devocionis domini noatri regis, present! parlyamento integram *° de- 
finiri; que", si nulla moderacio honesta prevenial, perpeiuo nobis 
decremento fieL Sunt cienim quedam famosissima nostre Universi- 
tatis collegia, que si ea rcddere deberent, que sibi per regem patentibus 
litleris coUala sunt, non modo socios dictorum loconim sed alios etiam, 
quDS spes future promocionis ad eadem collegia in dicta Universiiale 
nostra compulerit expectare, simul cum bona doctrina deficere oponebit. 
Doctrinam vero deficere, uti Senece aliisque doctissimis placebat viria, 
nihil aliud est quam animas a corpore separari ", virtutes singulaa 
extirpari, ei, ut summam feramus, damna respublicas undique pene- 
irare. Ea propter, screnissime princcps, Iota Universitas, qua potest 
dcvotione, vestram beoignitatera cxorandam " duxit, quatinus prefato 
maio verisirailiter eveniuro humajiissime occurrat. Quo facto per-FoI. gob. 
petuoB honores et elemas laudes vestras non modo nostrum vivenlium 
sed posterilatia eciam nostre cuncla ora, cuncla eloquia celebrabunt. 
Et vesira serenissima dominaiio. ad Dei laudcm et decorem regni, in 
multas elates floreat continua gloria et honore. Oxonie in noslre 
congngacionis domo, decimo die Nm)tmbrit. Cancellarius Universitatis 
Oxoniensis cclusque unanimis magistrorum regentium in eadem. 

' Thii word in the MS, ii unintelligible, more resembling iciens, pcrhapi, than 
imylbing elw. ' II will be noticed ihat the lellen ,: and I, at lbi« ililc uiil 

foiWBids, in ihe MS, begin lo be inditcriminatelj uaed before >'. ' sielaralarum 
MS. ' digitus ih. ' viiiiili ib. ' siibveiiianl ib, ' italun ib. 

■' txlimanlur \\>. ' epinimi'ib. " intigra diffiniri '\h. " ^uam ib. 
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207. 

To the Lords spiritual and temporal of the present 
Parliament 

7^ wisest men of old limes considered the pursuit of virtue and 
Uarning the highest aim of statesmen, as being the souree of taftty 
and good government. Hence the foundation of Universities, and, OMOag 
them, of Oxford, conspicuous for virtue, learning, and the faith tat- 
alloyed; and a centre of attraction to students of every degree, Hobk, 
gentle, or simple. To take aiuay, then, the chief support 0/ students from 
us would be, of course, the ruin of our studies ; for the lands, which it it 
proposed to take back, not only maintain a certain number ^ftUi/w*, 
but they are likewise a potent attraction to these who hope for promotion 
as a reward. The history of Lacedaemon, Athens, and Home proves 
that the decay of education means the: decline of empire. 

Sfectatissime congregacionia cetui dominorum spiritualimn ct 
temporalium hujus nobiiisaimi instantis parliament!. 

Preclarissicii domioi, speclatissirae vestre congregacionis cetui sub- 
jecciones honoresque cum omni devorione et humilitate. Apud anti- 
quos probatissime auctoritatis viros inter summas reipublice partes 
nulla quedam prestantior habita neque illustrior visa est, quam ea que 
gloriosum virtulis cultum ac fecunde discipline studium precipue in- 
tuetur, Quam ideo, sicuti illam in qua salus palrie ac perfeccio locitu 
regni constituta sit, in primis augendam tuendamque ac sinccriter dili- 
gendam censuere. Itaque clarissimi principcs retroactia teroporibus pre- 
celebres ubique terrarum Universitates, communia et studiorum loca, ubi 
nunc preclare virtutes cum scienciarum nitilante splendore attentissime 
coluntur, tanquam pro reipublice, regnorum, civilatumque ' procura- 
cione substituta, dedicanint. Sed dum alma parens nostra Universitas 
Oxoniensis suis salutaribus virtutibus et doctrinis ad incolumitatem, 
splendorem et Taraam, precipuamque bone fidei tuilionem hujus nobi- 
lissimi imperii, ceteras inter celeberrimas communilates egregie speclare 
dinoscitur', nobiles itaque strenuis parentibus nati, mediocres eciam 
atque humiles, et fere ex omni alio genere hominum gracia addisceodi 
veniunt ad elecdvam matrem sciencie et virtutis. Hanc ilaque famosam 
Universitatem nosiram a nobis, benignissimi domini, et in se ac Claris 
sui menabris, gratis amplexibus complectendam fovendamque ac pre- 
cipue defendendam pulamus. Statum etenim ac percelebrem famam 
dicte matris nostre gravissimorum estimatione magistrorum pene de- 

' regnnrumjut civilalum MS. ' In the MS. four words, ad tftmi hujus 

ngiutis, here follow diiieaiitir. 
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ficerc arbitratur, si t-a ad effectum deducU sint, que a vulgo tritissime 
prcdicantur. Communi namque voce tenetur insianti parliamento 
terrarum et possessionum, nuper donacionis domini oostri regis, 
generalem futuram esse resumpcionem : que, si nullam penilus excep- 
cionem habeai, maximo nobis decremenio fiet'. Sunt profecto qucdam 
nostre Universitaiis sacra et devota collegia, eo sub numero soctonim 
ordinata, quod si repeiita fuerint, que per eundem Christianissimuin 
principem eis confeiTi noscuntur, non solum numenun sociorum 
eorumdem, scd alioruni eciam studcncium, quos spes future promo- 
cionis ad eadem collegia in dicta Universitate compulerit expectare, 
deficere necesse esset. Studencibus vero sublatis doctrinam perire 
oportel. Et quid aliud est doctrinam extinguere, quam lucem e medio 
toUere, vicia quoque regnare, et, ut paucitate verborura utamur, singula 
incommoda regno provenire. Superiores iranscurrenti ' historias notis- 
sima sunt que diximus. Lacedemoniorum,AtheniensiumacRomanorum 
olim respublice florentissime fuenint ; concidente vero in eis veteri 
disciplina, ad id sunt deducti, quod vix eorura nominum vestigia 
relicla sunt llaque preclarissime vestre congregacionis cetui dictam 
Utiiversilatein, malrem noslram, lota qua possumus devotione recom- 
mitlimus per prcsentcs; supplicantes humillime, quatinus eandem 
matrem nostram piis ac gravissimis defensionibus vestris ab imminenii Fol. gm 
periculo digncoiJni liberare. Qua' pro re benignissime doniinationes 
vestre conlinua apod nos vigebunt memoria, apud posleros vivent, et 
in ipsa etemitate superstites eriini. Oxom'e, in nostre congregacionis 
domo, decimo die Novembris. Vesiri humillimi oratores Cancellarius 
Universitatis Oxoniensis cetusque unanimis magislrorum regenlium in 
eadem. 



208. 
To the Commons' House of Parliament. 
I To tlie worshipfull commyners off };'■ present noble parlar 



I 

parlament, grace and jj« godnes of J)" holy gosthe be w* you to 
sireynth yow to gcdur ; lo (>" honore and y wersliip of god, lo \fi 
gode pece, profiih, welylh and \fi desyderable and durable prosi^rylh 
of all J)'" noble Realme, Please hyl you to knowe that oure moder )* 
Universythe prayth tendyrly for jow and oure good spede, consideryng 
youre grel and intensive ^ele and labur y- je have to [>« reformyng 
md save govemawnce of ^ seid Realme. and for asmosche that 
Lgenerall resumpcion, and we wndersionde, is in laboryng to be 
' /UiU MS. * tmicumuii ib. ' ^lu'a \\i. 



394 



EPISTOLAE ACADEMICAE. 



hadde lo p* kyngis handys of londys tenementys and posseKonis; 
oure seide Universith, whvch ys Jj^ moder, lanleme, and wclle ot (* 
dergy, prayih jow devotly to escepic colleges of (>« same Univenyih, 
of piouse iotencione to y^ worshyp of god, and encrese of holy &yth 
by diverse sciencys and verius of home growyt ; stronge pylleis o£ 
holy churche, as prelatys and sage fadyrs of joure chyldryn, kyn and 
cousyns. Warfore by naturale inclinatione, as we tnisth on jou, we' 
woll oure strencth in mayntenyng oure coUegges before sayde; con- 
syderyng y- Y" prmcipall bemys of vertus and connyng *, by y *hych 
oure sayde Universith shynyth ' and lyghnylh alle f>" noble Realme, 
spryn^'h and growyth out of fi" colleges fundyd, stabllid in f* same. 
And for jou all in generall we schall ofTyr to almygthy god oure 



devote prayers. 
Nooimbur. 

Chaunceller of jj* Univerayth of Oxonford 
maysirys Regeniys in the same. 



Writ al Oxford in oure itmify iaus, /" jc day of 
' ^ hole semble of 



VoL gi b. 
1450. 
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Right WorshipfuU syre-^, grace, pece and proaperite be to you, 10 
godes Worship and to the gode Welth of the Realme of Englond ever 
during. Worthy sjTes, forasmoche that mooy of your own Issieu and 
also kynnesmen halh, be nOw, and shall be in tyine cotnyng tenderly 
and bysyiy norysshed and avaunced w* the Rype fruie of connyng in 
oure moder the Universite of Oxonford ; in lo ihe glory and the 
Worship of god in special, and to the mayntenaunce of crysten faith, 
causyng of Wyse menn in the Realme, and to you grete ioy, confori, 
and eternal mede ; that causelh, supporteth, and furthereth suche 
sludier T : Therfore we conceyveth that youre natures and benevolenc-^ 
shuld enioy w^ ws of the furtheraunce of the said Universite. And for 
somoche that oure ryght special lord and myghty Prince the Duke of 
Gloucestre, late passed out of this worlde, — whos soule god assoyle 
for bis hygh mercy, — not long bifore his decesse, being in oure said 
Universyte emonge all the Doctoure^ and maisiere'^ of the same 
sembled togedor, graunled unio us all his latyn bokes, to the lovyng 
of god, increce of Clergy and connyng menn, to the gode governauncc 
and prosperiie of the Realme of Englond wtouten ende, bifore alt other 
contreyc^ or plac^ of the World ; the Whiclie gyfte often tyme-^ aAre, 

' Of kt MS., probably sbonld be 'ye laell he oure ilrenelh.' • toif^rug ib. 

* ifymylk ib. ' et. This ii as it stands in the MS. (probably an acddcDtal 

•nw by the tcribe, more iccmtomed to Lalin fa French) ; but Che el hat the mmik 
of a contntctioD is if (or etiam, el. ' No iddrcK, Eupcracription or title lo 

lhl» I«tn tn MS. 
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be oure mcssengure^, and also in his laste testament, as we under- 
stande, he conformed, the Which bokes we myght, be no maner of 
laboure-^, sythen he decessed opleyne ; Therfore We besech your aage 
discrecione'^, consideryng all this premysse*^, [hat ye Wyll, at the 
reverence of god and the instance of oure devote prayers, to the 
complesshing of our said ryght special lordes Wylle and desire, and of 
ryght Wesnes to be bad in this behalve, ordeyn in suche Wyse for us 
in this present noble parliament that We may reioysse ' the bokes 
biforcsaid. And so oure lord god iospyre you and governe you to 
his pleasaunce w> helih of soule and body to youre lyves ende. 
Writau at Oxonforii, 4'C- 



2IO'. 

The duke of Gltmctsler, out of his teal for Ihe Church and lave /or lu, FoL 9a fc^fl 
wiihtd that we should have all his Latin books ; and in our eonvocation 
here publicly, and o/tea by messengers to us, gave them to us, and con- 
firmed the gift in his last will and testament, as we are informed j toe 
pray then that, of your charity and love of justice, you will exert your 
influence to obtain for us possession of them. 

Felices successus, et que ad perpetuam regni et studii nostri gloriam 
pertinent eiScaciter adimplere. Cum animadvertimus gravitates vestras, 
prudentissimi homines, inter magnas occupaciones el studia vestra, 
res ipsas precipuc, quas clarissimo principi Humfrido, nuper duci 
Gloucestrie, singular! domino ci prolectori noslro pertinere censuistis, 
sacra quadam benevolencia ac sincera pietate promovere ; igitur in tali 
negocio. quod idem clemeniissimua prlnceps, dum in humanis agebat, 
nostre Universitali piis&imo desiderio ac firmissima mente prestituit ad- 
implcndum, tarn claro ac felicissimo ceiui vestro scribere pro succtirsu 
nobis quam fructuosum et utile arbilramur. Voluit etenim humanissimus 
ille ac liiteratisaimus princeps, ob precipuum in nos zelum ac amorem 
suum, ad Chiiatiane religionis et cleri perpetuum incrementum, omnes 
latinos sui libros pre ceteris nobis dari. Nam semel apud nos in 
nostre congregacionis domo, adunatis singulis doctoribus et magistris 
dicte Universilatis, ac sepenumero per internuncios nostros, de summa 
et magnifica liberalitale sua, nobis eosdem publica voce concessit ; ac 
eandem donacionem paullo ante lacrimabilem obitus sui diem, uti 
didicimus, in (estamenlo suo felicitcr confirmavit. Itaque benigni- 
laiibus vestris devotas preces nostras, non sine maxima quadam animi 

' i. c. rejoice, receive f 01 ' rcjaice in 



* No addteit. subKiiption 
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vehemencia et fiducia profusas, efiiindiinus; supplicantes quadnus 
divina reverencia et contempladone died serenissimi principis, noper 
zelatissimi amatoris nostri, — cujus spiritus in celis habitet, — intuita 
eciam caritatis et justicie complementi, talem nobis opem et &Torem 
in hac parte ostendere dignemini, ut vestra virtute et industna dictos 
libros, nobis, ut premittitur, piissima voluntate memorati principis 
indultos, quam primum fieri poterit consequamnr. Quo facto, cum 
ea res ad sustentadonem sacre discipline, virtutisque ac catbolice fidei 
unice et singulariter pertineat, rem vobis profecto longe meritoriam, 
nobisque et posteritati nostre dignissimam facietis. £t prenobilis 
vestre congregacionis cetum, ad regni et Universitatis nostre solamen, 
commodum et honorem, in magnam etatem prosperet Christus Deus. 

211^ 
To a reputed executor of the Duke of Gloucester. 

Books are as necessary to us as weapons are to soldiers ; by ihem we 
are enabled to defend the Church and overthrow here ticks. We pray you 
then to use your influence in our behalf that we may have possession of 
the books promised by the Duke of Gloucester; for they will, cis we are 
informed^ be in your hands for disposal, 

1450. VoTivos honores, et ea perpetuo feliciter adimplere, que ad celebres 
justicie laudes pertinent et glorie militaris. Sicuti pugnaturis militibus 
arma tuciora providere adversus hostium impetus necessarium di- 
noscitur, ita nobis indubie, qui Christiane fidei professores ac pro- 
pinquiores alumni sumus, contra hereticorum insultus, atque pro 
solidiori militantis ecclesie confirmacione, opere precium est sanorum 
libroriun multitudine communiri. Sed cum felicis memorie illustris- 
simus princeps Humfridus, nuper dux GloQcestrie, noster graciosissimus 
Fol. 92 b. dominus et protector, ob precipuum amorem ac singularem bene- 
volenciam et pietatem, quam penes nos, dum rebus humanis fruens, 
habuerat, omnes latinos sui libros, ad ampliorem Dei, virtutis et 
sciencie cultum, palam in Universitate nostra, presentibus singulis 
doctoribus et magistris ejusdem, ac aliis subinde temporibus per 
internuncios nostros, nobis pre ceteris quibuscunque habendos, ex 
amplissima liberalitate sua concessit, ac eandem donacionem, sicuti 
nobis dignissima relacione compertum est, parum ante extremum sui 
diem virtute testamenti sui firmiter roboravit; itaque humanitatem 

* No address, &c., again, but, as the allusions to military life seem to indicate, 
the person to whom this letter was written, was certainly a layman, and of military 
calling. 
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quam equilale et juslicia clarissimam arbitramur, plenis 
desideriis unanimiter obsecramus, ex quo bona dicti serenissimi 
principis, uli didicimus, in vestram dispoaicionem pervenient, quatinus 
ad dictoa libros, nobis ut premiltilur feliciter donates, in comple- 
memum justicie ac piissime voluntatis prefali domini nostri, nos, quam 
cite poieritis, dignemini promovere. Quo facto, rem vestre sirenuitati 
dignam nobis quoque gratissiraam facietis. Floreatque nobililas veslra 
in mtiltas etates conlinua gloria et honore. De Oxom'a. 



To a reputed executor of the Duke of Gloucester. 

As we hear thai the effects of tht late Duke of Qhmesltr will he at 
your dispotal, we ieg you will, of your piety and benevolence, help us lo 
obtain them, for it it of the greatest importance to us lo have, and to 
gather from every quarter, books on saered subjects, since from the study 
of them springs the most fruitful harvest of knowledge. 

Felicium increraenta successuum, et iis rebus firmiter adherere, que 
ad celebrea Dei laudes ac augrnentum pertinent studii salularis. Cum 
uberrimos scienciarum frucius plurium optimorumque voluminum 
ftcquens et inientissima Icccio panuriat ; nobis, qui virtutis et sciencie 
studia profitemur, colligendis undique sacria libris, ubi digna spes 
hibendi auperest, appKtne convenit occupare. Etcnim quanto littera- 
rum Tons uberior fuerit, lanto efficacius studium consequilur. Sed 
quoniam singularissimus benefactor nosier, sercnissimus princeps 
Humfridus, nuper dux Gloucestrie, omnes latinos sui libros nobis viva 
voce concessit, ac in ea piissima voluntaie usque ad ultimum Tali sui 
dii^m, ut ex fide dignorum testimonio accepimus, continue perduravic ; 
itaquc humanitatein vcBtram maximis alque intimis prccibus duximus 
cxorandam, ex quo bona predicti illustrissimi principis, uti didicimus, 
ad vestram curam atque administracionem pervenient, quatinus sacra 
in nos bcnevolcncia et profusa pietate vestra dictorum librorum nobis 
equidem, sicut jusiicia et consciencia suadenl, debite rcddendorum 
optato 6ne pocianiur. NuUum utique benciicium ad egregias viriutes 
et beatam doctrinam capessendas nobis oblatum iri prestancius aut 
magnificencius arbitramur. El vestram nobJlitaiem feliciter valere 
semperquc leto florere succesgu facial Chrislus Deus. Dc Oxonia, 
^uam rapiim, ^c. 

' No sddreu lo Ihli and lo tbc foUomng epistles, 1 
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To the Bishop of reputed to be an executor 

of the Duke of Gloucester. 

Fol. 93 a. To the same purpose as Ihe preceding kllers. 

1450. Reverende in Chrixio pater et domine, debitas reverencias et bono 

cum devoiissimis noatris precibus apuil Dcum. Dominacionem vi 
credimus non latere, benignissime paler, quomodo dive et bone raemoric 
serenissimus princeps Humfridus, nuper dux Gloucestrie, ad perpeluom 
virtutis et doctrine ac calholice fidci incrcmentum, omnes laiini ydio- 
matis KbroB suos, Bincero quodam ac precipuo amore studii nosiri, 
nobis ex piissima liberalitatc sua sepenumero, cum vixerat, libere el 
gratanter concessit : quam utique promissionem, pauUo ante flebilem 
et infausium necis sue diem, uti nobis stgnificamm est, virtute lesU- 
menti sui ratam haberi prestiluit. Sed cum opes predicti nobili&sinu 
principis in manu vestra, ut docti reddimur, pervenient, igitur tol> 
devocione nostra dominacionem vesiram suppliciter imploratatn habe- 
mus, ut quod nobis memoratus princeps pia voluntate indulsit, per 
vestram in nos graciam et benevolenciam non minori pielate sit 
executum : Quo facto non modo nos viventes, sed posteri nostri 
nomen et magnificenciani vestram summia ac elemis laudum preconiis 
celebrabunt. Posiremo pro prisiinis beneficiis vestris dominadoDi 
vestre singulares et amplissimas grates agimus, speranles hoc quoque 
librorum opiatum beneficium, ubi in vestram disposicionem venerini, 
celeriter adipisci. Et vestram dominacionem, ad felix ecclesie vestre 
regimen, in magnam etatem prosperet Cliristus Deus. De Oxonia. 



To the Bishop of . 

Rkvekende in Christo pater el domine, humiltima recommendadoi 
premissa cum devotissimis matris precibus apud Deum : Non ftigi 
uti credimus, dominacionem vestram magnificum ilium princlpeM) 
nuper ducem Gloucestrie, ob singularem in nos benevolenciam 1 
pietatem suam, omnes latini sermonis libros suos, ad sacrosanct 
ecclesie Dei et tocius Chrisiiane religionis supportacionem, nobis, d 
hoc labenti seculo freius erat, eximJa et divina quadam liberalita 
apud Universitatem nostram palam concessisse : quam utique egregiai 
ac in eiernum memorabilem donacionem, si ea quidem uti poilM 
rimus, . . .' 

' No addresi lo this fragment. 
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Acquittance of the Warden and Fellows of F 

All Souls CoUege. 

Five years' rent of Tynckwyke's Inn in ' CaUslrtU ' paid lo Ihe 
Vnrvtrsily. 

NovERiNT universi per presenies nos, Gilbertum Kymer, Cancel- 
krium Universitalis Oxoniensis, Ricardum Luke el Wistanum Browne, 
procuratores dicte Universitalis, recepisse ei habuisse, die confeccionis 
presencium, vice et nomine dicte Universitalis, de custode el sociis 
coUegii animarum omnium fidelium defmiciorum in Oxonia quinque 
marcas sierliDgonim ; de redditu cujusdam fundi, siiuati infra pre- 
ciociuni died collegii, vocad antiquitus ' Tyncbewykesyn,' in vico de 
'Cateslrelc'; pro quinquc annis ultime anie datum presencium 
elapsis: videlicet pro quolibet anno tredecini solidos et quatuor 
denarios: De quibus quidem quinque marcis fatetnur uos, vice et 
nomine predicle Universitalis, fore lidelitcr solutos pro predictis 
quinque annis; dictumque custodem et socios, el eonim successores 
ac quoscunque alios, inde quietos per presentes. In cujus rei testi- 
monium sigiltum commune predicte Universitalis presentibus est ap- 
pensum, Datum Ofonie in domo nosire congregacionis, lercia die 
Octnbris, anno rfgni regis //atria sexli post conguestum viusimo 



Acquittance of Eynsbam Abbey. 

NovKRiNT universi per presentes nos, Gilbertum Kymer, Cancel- 
larium Universitalis Osoniensis, Ricardum Luke et Wistanum Browne, 
procuratorcs dicie Universitalis, recepisse et habuisse, die confeccionis 
presencium, vice el nomine dicte Universitalis, de viris religiosia Abbate 
el conventu monasterii de Einsham, Lincolniensis diocesia, sedecim 
solidos ; pro annua pensione dicte Universitaii debita in fesio S. Nicholai 
ultimo elapso : De quibus quidem sedecim solidis fatcmur nos, vice et 
nomine predicte Universilatis, fore fideliler solutoa, dictosque viros 
reljgiosos, Abbaiem el convenlum predict] monasterii, inde acquielamus 
per presentes. In cujus rei testimonium sigillum commune Universi- 
talis predicte presentibus est appensum. Datum in domo nosire con- 
gregacionis, quartodetimo die Decembris, anno regni regis Hinrici sexli 
post conqueslum vicesimo none 




214. 
To the Lords spiritual and temporal of this 

Vour forefathers highly esUtmed learning, as Ihc sourer of itra^lt 
the commonwealth and of glory to Ihar arms m war ; /or /rem Mi 
mtn learn the history of Ihi past and by its example may skaf* Arir 
conduct. Wt believe you are of the same opinion, and thtrefnrt ■»» 
Aumdiy entreat you to give effect to the last will of Ihe late Dub ef 
Gloucester, in which he gave us the precious treasure of all his Mtt. 
to help us in our bloodless warfare. 

Spectatissiuo cetui dominonim spiritualtum et (emporalium faDJus 
nobilissimi parliamenli domini nostri regis. 

Predarissimi domini, spec tali ssimo cetui vestro honores ac jnstain 
observanciam. Dignissimi in primis memoratu progenilores vcsli% 
maxitna' secum conferenles ratiocinando, studia lltlerarum magiu 
facere, in honore habere, ac augere magnopere curaruni ; aium- 
advertenies inde reipublice ac domestice simul ac rei militari restan- 
randis et illustrandis non parum commodi el emolumenti affucuium. 
Ab ipsis etenim opdniis studiis accepimus clarissima superions eiatii 
exetnpla prescicndis futurorum evenlibus dubiis adapiare. Et quia 
dominac Jones vestras tam sacra dssime rei proposiio inberere ac 
majoribus vestris, ad amplianda hujusmodi exercicia*, confonnari 
plenissiraam [enemus opinionem, hanc causam nostre supplicacianis 
tam clarissimo cetui vestro in presenciarum statuimus aperire. Quod 
cum felicis memorie Humfridus, dux nuper Gloucestrie, nostre Jnenni 
milicie peregregius protector, dum adhuc compos animo fueral, in 
nostre congregacionis domo preciosissimum omnium libronun suonim 
theaaurum nobis ante onines mortales derelictumm se et donaturum 
gratanier asseruit, quam piissimam donacionem, per inlervenientes 
mode suos modo nostros legatos, sepenumero confirmatam, per- 
severanter raCam habuisse intelleximus, ad ipsum usque momentum 
lacrimabile quo diem sibi clausit estremum; cujus uhime volunutis 
vestra aucloritate, sapiencia et virtute celerem fieri execucionem, domi- 
nacionibus vestris, coram eisdem non minus mente quam sermone hu- 
millimis, prostrati supplicamus. Quo paeto libri ipsi ad inslitutum sibi 
fincm juslissimum evadent, bonorum studencium profectui el grato Usui 
futuri ; ad publicam tocius regni beaiitudinem ac cleri et sacrosancte 
fidei cerlissimum incrementum. Et vestrc dominaciones in muJtaa 
etates valeant quam felicissime. Dt Oxonia, sextodecimo die fanuarii. 

Dominacioniun vestranim humlUimi oratores, Cancellarius Univcrsi- 
talis Oxoniensis cetusquc unanimis magistrorum regencium in eadcm. 



A 



EPISTOLAE ACADEMJCAE. 



215- 
To the King. 



F0L94a 



AUhotigh the cares of stale are, we know, very heavy, yet wt believe 
jfou do not forget the advancement of virtue and divine learning ; than 
which, indeed, nothing is more deserving of the interest of a glorious 
prince. History shows us that where the study of Utters has been 
fostered fy wise princes their government has prospered. We humbly 
ask, therefore, that, of your piety and justice, you will give orders that 
the desire of the late Duke of Gloucester, which, as we are told, was 
much in his mind up to the very time of his death, may be carried inlo 
effect ; by giving us possession of the precious gift of books he intended 
for us. Thus shall you obtain a recompense in heaven ; and grateful 
memory on earth, among us and those to come after us. Remember, loe 
have always devoted our lives and studies to your wishes. 

Christianissimo principi, Anglie et Francie regi illustrissimo et 1450- 
domino nostro metuendissimo. 

Quanquam, illuslrissime priitccps, circa publicas hujus regni curas 
vestram screnitatem plurimum habere negocii certi sumua, tamen ob 
singularem probilatem el sapienciam vesiram, ad egregias virtutes et 
sacram erudicionem ampliandas plos vestre consideracionis oculos 
inter celeros credimus vos rciorquere. Nihil equidem glorioso principi, 
ad communem tocius sui regni salutem, divinius aut magnificencius 
oblingere potest. Nam si veteres contemplemur historias, ubicumque 
sludia litterarum sub clemencia et tuicione principum floruerunt, illic 
Bimul imperium (loruisse compertum est. Sed cum ad colendas vir- 
tutes augendasque doctrinas librorum cultus potissimum conferal, de 
libris quam maxime obtinendis celsiludini vestre impresenciarum ' 
duximus perscribendum. Quoniam vero magnificus ille princeps, 
Humfridus, nuper dux Gloucestrie, vesler carissimus avunculus ac 
vestre Univer^italis, matris nostre, preier ampliludinem vestram singula- 
rissimus amator, parum antequam desinebal vivere, ex magna quadam 
et prestanti Mberalitate sua, ad Dei laudem et perpetuum virtulis, 
sciencic, ac ortodoxe fidei incrementum, in nostre congregacionis 
domo, presenti numerosa plebe magistrorum regencium et non- 
regencium dicte Univerai talis, nobis ore lenua omnium librorum 
suorum laiini sennonis quam preciosam ac celeberrimam tribuit 
donacionem ; eandem quoque meniem, u.sque dum mors eum ab hac 
luce rapuit, tanquam aliquid maximum in votis, ut docti reddlraur, 
constanti&sime lenebat; quocirca, clementissime princeps, regiam 
' in priseutiarum MS, 
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majeslalem ' vestram obnixe et cum omni observanci. 
quaiinus ea pietas, ea justicia vestra taiiler in hac pane jubere ac 
providere dignetur, ut predicte munificencie memorati principis Hnm- 
fridi frucium jam diu expeciaium debite consequamur. Ex qua re 
non modo cclcslem vobis a Deo comparabitis mercedem, sed nobis 
eciam ac toti posteritati noslre magnum et immortale recordactonis sc 
benevolencie specimen oslendetis. Poslremo, celsitudini vestre nca 
obsequeniissime recommendamus ; semper roganles obtestantesquc ul 
metnineritis nos eos esse, qui omnem vitam aique studium vestre 
volunlati et arbitrio dedicavimus. Ei vestram sercnitaiem, ad regni 
et sludii nostri gloriam, diu et feliciier conserve! Christus Deus, 
Oxoitia, in noslre congrtgacionis domo, sextodecimo die Januarii. 

Vestre celsiludinis humillimi oratores, Cancellarius UntveTsita: 
Oxoniensis cetusque unanimis magistrorum regencium et noi 
regcncium in eadem. 

2l6. 
To the Bishop of Ely. 

Wc beg you to use the great influence your family-connexions atid 
exalted position give you, to assist us in obtaining the books given to us 
by the late Duke of Gloucester. If we have wrillen to olhrrs before you^ 
it was only because we fell so sure of your sympathy from your formerly 
having been our Chancellor ; and we hope you will not be offended, 

Reverendo in Christo patri et domino, domino Thome, £lii 
epJBCopo, nostro domino singularissimo. 

Reverende in Christo pater et docnine, humilliraa recommendacione 
premissa cum devotissimis nostris precibus apud Deum. Quanquam 
ab ineiinte etate vealra, prestanlissime pater, communem matrem, 
nos tram Universitatem singulari benevolencia et pietate coinplexi 
fueritis ; ex quo magnas grates agimus sublimitaci vestre ; id tameo 
in primis nobis gratum est, quod, cum procurator noster, magister 
Ricardus Luke, clcricus vester, maxima vola nostra de libria obtinendis 
— quos dive memorie Humfridus, nuper dux Gloucestrie. nobis paiillo 
anlequam obiit mortem, divina quadam liberalitate concesserat — yua- 
dudum vestre dominacioni explicuerit, propensum sibi favorem ac 
vultum ostendentes, caram in ea re diligenciaoi atque operam vestram 
dare, sicuti ab eodem didicimus, quam benigniiisimo animo promiaisiia. 
Uiide illam humaniiatem vestram immortalitate dignam ab imis pi^- 
cordiis nostris gratulatis&imam habemus; banc sacram 
' magislaleiH MS, 



^ 



ah imis pi^- ■ 
in nos bem>^H 
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votenciam vestram precipue in hoc arduo negocio nosiro conlinualum 
in nia^opere cupientes. Interea, cum hujus regni cunctis opumatibus 
aut clarissimis sanguine vel sancta necessitudine prapinqui sitis, ut eos 
ad opem nobis in hac parte similiter conferendam, hortari et suadere 
dignemini vestram ex corde clemenciam deprecamur ; tenentes firmiter, 
quod prestanti virtuie et industria vestra hujus tain justi tamque proba- 
biiis et honesii desiderii nostri compotes fiemus. Quod si nobis vicio 
fortassis a vestra gravitate datum fuerit, quia, superiores lilteras nostras 
in hac materia ceteris dominis transmiitentes, vesire pretennisimus 
scribere dignitati ; sane ineffabilem vobis gerentes conftdenciaro, 
memoranies vos ohm placidisstmum rectorem ac dominum nostrum 
exiitisse, non opus prius Tuisse scriptis dominacioni vestre putabamus. 
Quid luulta ? in longam etalem valeat benignissima patemitas veslra 
quam felicissime, nostri memor. De Oxenia. vicesimo teplimo Sit 
Fehruarii. 

Acquittance of Eynsbam Abbey. Fol.g4b. 

NovKBiNT universi per presentes, noa, magisinim Gilbertum Kymer, 1450. 
Cancellarium Universitatis Oxoniensis ac magistros Ricardum Luke 
et Wislanum Browne, procuratores ejusdeni, nomine predicte Uni- 
vernlatis, recepisse de religiosis viris Abbate et conventu de Ensham, 
Lincolniensis diocesis, tres hbras et octo soUdos, pro quadam annua 
pensione eidem Untversitatt pro lerminis S. Nicholai el capitis jejuni! 
quadragesjme ultimis elapsis debita : De quibus quidem tribus hbris et 
octo sohdis faiemur nos, nomine predicte Universitatis fore solutos, et 
itide predictos rehgiosos viros acquietamus per presentes. In cujus 
rei testimonium sigillum commune Univer&itatb antedicte presentibus 
est appensum. Datum in tiosire eotigrtgacionis domo, sexlodecimo die 
Mareii, anno r^ni regis Henrict v 



^F 217- 

To the Duchess of Suffolk. 

To the rigth and mj-ghti princes, ihe ihichesse of Suffoike, oure 
ryghl especial! benefactrice and singuler lady. 

RvGHT high and myghty princes, We youre humble oratours recom- 
maunde us unto youre good ladyshippe an noble grace wyih the 
gostely suffrages of cure prayers, inioyng gretly' als wel of youre 
goude spede late in youre matyrs at London, as of youre commyng 
home and abydyng in this contre : whiche treuly beth un to us grete 
' «!>■ MS. » fftfy ib. 
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glore and comfort. And for as much that hit hath plesed youre n 

ladishippe but late ago to shew unto us grete liberalite and tendj 

in sondre wyse, therfore we besech devotely aknygthi god to ti: 

yow; and we for oure deute, als ferforth as is possible unto us, tha 

' J yowr hejmesse al so w* aUe the internes of oure hertes ; Reconunem 

i ' us w^ lowly spiryts into the gracyous continuaunce of youre rygth fa 

\ and benigne ladishippe ; as we shall dayly offre to god oure praj 

I and devocions for youre noble estate, good helth, welthe and prosper 

whiche oure lord graunte yow abundandy at the meke instance of 
,[ prayers. Wrii at Oxford in oure sembfy hous the 6 day of may, 

r 

:c 

; 1450. Testimonial letter for Master Thomas Wyldgrice. 



V' 



Memorandum, quod septimo die Julii, anno Domini millesi 
quadringentesimo quinquagesimo, sigillata fiiit quedam littera tc 
monialis pro magistro Thoma Wyldgrice, sub forma qua scribitur 
j magistro Sharburght septimo folio precedenti. 



Two Indentures sealed. 

'•: 

V 1450. Item\ eodem die sigillate fiierunt due indenture locacionis fi 

,i cum gardino ; super quo nuper ediiicata fuit aula ' Cathall ' ; 

dimittitur sibi ad firmam pro quatuor solidis, et pro termino duode 

annonim. 

r 

« 

' Fol. 95 a. Acquittance of Master John Evelyn, supervisor of th 

j building of the new school of theology. 

1451. NovERiNT universi per prescntes nos, Gilbertum K^nier, Can( 
'. larium Universilatis Oxoniensis, Willelmum Ketyll, Thomam Bals 

procuratores dicte Universitatis, et cetum unanimem magistror 
regencium in eadem remisisse, relaxasse et omnino, pro nobis 
successoribus nostris, in perpetuum quietum clamasse magis 
Johanni Evelyn, alteri supravisorum fabrice novarum scolarum sa 
theologie Oxonie, omnimodas acciones reales et personales, querel 
calumnias, sectas et demandas, cujuscunque fuerint nature, accio 
vel condicionis, nobis et dicte Universitati quovismodo competen 
a principio mundi usque in diem confeccionis presencium, racic 
supervisionis predicte fabrice. In cujus rei testimonium sigilli 
commune dicte Universitatis presentibus est appensum. Dat 

* This memorandum is crossed out in the MS., and on the margin is written 
word vacat. 
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Oxom'e in nosire cangregaciom's dome, ultimo die Oclobrif, annis Domini 
milUsimo qtiadrtngenksimo quinijuagesimo primo, regnique rtgis Hmrici, 
texti post conquestum, Iricesimo. 

Isia acquielaniia esl sigillala dit il anH9 supradiclis pro mogisiro Jekannt 

Acquittance of Master John Cowper. 

Alia acquielancia sub eadetn forma sigillabaiur pro magistro Roberto 
Cowper, in feslo S. Edmundi regis, anno Domini suprascripto. 



Indenture of agreemeat between the University and All Fot 95 b. 
Souls' College for lease of tenement in Catstreet. 

Hec indentura. facia inier magistros Gilbenum Kymer. CanccUarium 1431. 
Universiiatis Oxoniensis, Willelmuin Kctyll el Thomam Balsall, pro- 
curaiorea dicte Universitalis, celumque unanimem magisirorum re- 
gencium in eadem, ex pane una, et magistrum Willelmum Kele, 
custodem collegii animarum omnium 6delium defunclorum in Oxonia 
el ejusdcm loci socios, ex altera parte, testatur. quod prefaius Cancel- 
larius, procuratores et celus magiatrorum concesserunt, iradidenint et 
ad firmam dimlserunt prefalis cuslodi et sociis lotum ilium fundum 
ditte Universiiatis, cum gardino ei siiis perlinenciis, in vico de 
■ Catslrel' in parochia Beaie Marie Virginia Oxonie, situalum inter 
lenemcntum Abbatis et conventus de Eynesham ex parte boreali ', el 
tenementum dicte ecciesie Beate Marie ex pane australi, habendum et 
tenendum prcdictum fundum cum gardino et suis pertinenciis prefatis 
cu§lodi et sociis ei corum auccessoribus, a festo S. Michaelis Archangel! 
proxime fuiuro post datum presencium usque ad finem termini sepiem 
annorum proxime ex tunc sequencium el plenarie complelonim : red- 
dendo inde annuatim prefatis Caiicellario, procuraloribus, [et] * cetui 
magistronim et eorum successoribus, qui pro tempore fuerint. quatuor 
solidos bone et legalis monete AngUe, ad quatuor anni terminos in 
Oxonia iisuales. Et si contingat predictam firmam quatuor solidorum 
a retro fore non solutam ad aliquem terminum quo solvi debeat, in 
parte vel in toto, aut per quindecim dies post hujusmodi terminum ; 
ex tunc bene liceat prefatis Cancellario, procuratoribus [e[] " cetui 
magistrorum el eorum successoribus in predicto fundo cum gardino 
et suis pertinenciis distringere, et districciones ibidem inventas licite 
asportare, abducere, effugare et penes se retinere, quousque de tola 
predicia firma cum omnibus inde arreragiis, si que fuerint, sibi fuerit' 
plenarie satisfactum. Et si sufficiens districclo ibidem inveniri non 

' ifiriali MS. * tf omitted ib. 'futrinl ib. 
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poterit, aui si conlingal prefaium Cancellarium, procuratores [el] cetum 
magistroram vel eoram successorcs, aut quemcunque alinm cdificare 
in dicto fundo, vel si contingat prediclum Giibertum, nunc Caocel- 
larium, habere dictum rundum cum gardino et suis pertinenciis ex 
dimissione UniversHatis predicie ad certura lerminuni sibi et asagnaiis 
suis, aut ex dono dicte Universitatis sibi et assignatis suis in pec- 
peiuum ; ex tunc bene liceat prefatis Cancellario, procuratoribus [et] 
cetui magistrorum el eoniin successoribus in prediclum fiindura cum 
gardino et suis pertinenciis reinirare, et in manus suas retraheie, ac 
Fol. 96 a. prediclum custodem et socios eorumque successores inde louliter 
expellere, presenti dimissione non obstante ; allocando eisdem cusiodi 
et sociis ac eorum successoribus cosiagia sua, si que TeceriDt, in dicto 
fundo et gardino durante termino prediclo. Et prefatus CaocelUrim, 
procuratores, cetusque magistrorum et eorum successores predictoffl 
fiindum cum gardino et suis pertinenciis prefalis custodi et sociis U 
eorum successoribus, durante dicto termino, sub forma et condidOM 
premissis, contra omnes gentes waranlizabunl per presentes. In cnjia 
rei testimonium partes predicte alternaiim sua sigilla apposuenint. 
Datum in eccksia Bealt Marie Oxonie, lexlodecimo die Decembris, ataw 
regni regis Henrici sexti post conqueslum Iricesimo. 

Indenhira de TyngewylLs Inne. 

[. Hec indentura, Tacta inter magistrum Giibertum Kymer. Cancellariuni 

Universilalis Oxoniensis, magistros Willelraum Ketyll et Thomam 
Balsall, procuratores dicte Universilalis, cetumque unanimem magi- 
strorum regencium el non-regencium, ex parte una, et Willelmura Kele, 
custodem collegii animarum omnium (tdelium defunctorum de Oxonia, 
ac socios ejusdem et eorum successores, ex parte altera, teslatur, quod 
prefalus Cancellarius, procuratores, cetusque unanimis magistronmi 
regencium et non-regencium dederunt, concesserunt et hac presente 
carta sua confirmaverunt, pro se et successoribus suis in perpetuum '. 
prefatis custodi, sociis et successoribus suis antedicds unum tene- 
mentum cum suis pertinenciis in Oxonia, nuper vocatum ' T^ngewyke's 
Irmel aituatum in vico de ' Caleslrele' in parochia Beate Marie Virginis 
Oxonie; inter tenementum hospitalis S. Johannis Oxonie ex parte 
australi ei curiam que vocaiur '■ MaryoUrourl' ex pane boreali ; ha- 
bendum et tenendum prediclum tenementum, cum suis pertinenciis 
prefatis custodi, sociis el successoribus suis in perpetuum : reddendo 
inde annuatim prefalis Cancellario, procuratoribus [el] celui magi- 
strorum regencium et non-regencium el eorum successoribus in per- 
' pro se et suatsiorihus mis in ptrpelimm, liieie word» are repeated in llie MS. 
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peiuum, Iredecim ' solidos el qnaiuor denarios sterlingorum, in fcsto 1 

Annunciacionis Beate Marie Virginis. Et si conCingal dicium redditum I 

a retro fore non solutum, infra mensem post tempus solutionis superius I 

meraoraium, ex tunc bene liceat prefatis Cancellario, procuratoribus I 

celuique magistrorum regencium et non-regencium et eonim sue- I 

cessoribus, tarn in predicto fundo quam in singoilia tenemeniis ejusdem I 

collegii in comitalu Oxoniensi distringere, et districciones sibi captas ' I 

penes se asporlare, abducere et retinere, quousque idem reddilus cum I 

arreragiis plenarie fuerit satisfactus '. El nos, predictus Cancellarius, I 

procuralorts cetiisque u nan i mis magistrorum regencium et non- I 

regencium et guccessores nostri, pro nobis et successoribus nostris I 

in perpemum. predictum fundum cum suis pertinenciis predictis I 

cusiodi, sociis et eonim successoribus contra omnes gentes warantiza- I 

bimus in perpeluum. In cujos rei testimonium uni parti hujus inden- I 

ture, penes prefatum custodem, socios et succeasores suos remanentj, I 

predicd Cancellarius, procuralores ceiusque unanimis magistrorum I 

regencium et non-regencium sigiUum suum commune apposuerunt; fl 

alteri vero parti ejusdem indenture, penes predicium Cancellarium, I 

procuralores cetumque magistrorum regencium et non-regencium re- I 

manenti, predicli custos et socii sigillum suum commune apposuerunt. I 

Datum Oxoni't, tricesimo primo die Marcii, anno regni regis Henrin 1 

texH post eonqittstum Iricesi'mo. I 

Acquittance of Oseney Abbey. 
Mehoranduu, quod eodcm anno et die sigillata est una acquietancia 1451- 
Abbali ei conventui de Oseney. secundum formam consuetam in isto 
registro regislralam prius. 

Lease of Bedyl-Hall'. Fol.gGb. ' 
Scant presentea el futuri quod nos, Gilbertus Kymcr, Cancellarius 1451. 
Universilatis Oxoniensis, Willelmus Ketyll et Thomas Balsall, pro- 
curalores dicle Universilatis, cetus(|ue unanimis magistrorum regen- J 
cium et non-regencium in eadem dedimus et concessimus, et hac I 
presemi carta nostra coniirmavimus Johanni Carpenter, clerico, loium ■ I 
illud lenementum nostrum cum gardinis vocatum ' BedyllhaU' situa- I 
turn in parochia Beate Marie Virginis Oxonie in vico vocalo ' Skydy- I 
htrde ' ex parte occideniali, et inter ormm colleirji ile ' Oryetl' ex parte I 
auslralJ, ct tenementum ejusdem coilegii, vulgariter vocatum 'Seyn/ I 
' Imdiiim MS. ' salisfaclam Kb. ' This lease occun in dnplicite I 
in the MS,, Ihe lecond copy being on (o].g'jn, bnt in the Ulter the namei of the I 
fi9cIon are John Ekyt and Thomas Rejmald, and the dale ia Ma^ 34. fl 
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Sb^ WBi VL \ax\e bore^ et [enemenlum peruiiens ecclesie Bealr 
BfnieexpnteorieiiiiB; hafaendDiii et tenendnia dictem teaoBnOK 

i 'StdyBk^ cnm ganSuii et eingnlis snis pertmencfii {n&to 
' et anis SMtgnads in peipetnnm de t^'j*'" 

ifeofilliDB per seivicn indedebita et de jure co m n ea . Et 
■KM vera^ pre&ti GObetttu, CuKclUrins Utuveraitalis OzoDicBSi, 
JohaaaM et Thomu, piocarstoces t^aadaa Univeratsti^ ctXaaofm 
wiwiiTr^ magi tf r^ m iT" rKcnchiin et Don-in|atciiiiii et iiiii ^t in i 
DoMd pvedictom tenementmn, cnm gBidinu et sok cmnihgi et 
ringnBc qnorimodo ad pr^dom tenementem pertmendbo^ seracio 
cipitili dndiio feodi iOina tantummodo ezcepto, acqnietaUmos et id 
pefpetBmn defcndenuis. Id cuius rei testimonitun BigillaiD conunune 
Act* UnivenbatiB hoic presecti carte ncwtie ^posuinuis ; bis lei- 
lilMia; Ricaido Spragote, Haj(»<e ville Oxonienaia; Roberto Sadetu, 
Tboma Wydieke, Roberto at Wode, aldennamiis ; Thoma Bertoo ct 
Johanne DoO baUivis dicte ville. Daham m nodrt cimgr^aeimm 
domo, frima dit mauu Apriht, ame r^ta r^ Henrici rtxH pttt 



TMttmonlal letter for Master John Germyn. 
145a. Uhitxisis sancte tnatris ecdesie filiia, ad qnos ptcaentes litteie 
perveneiint, Gilbertus KTiner, Cancellarius Univeisiiatis Oxooie, 
cetusqne unanimis magistrorum regencium in eadem salutem in 
Domino sempilemam : Cum litteranim studia, que sok verum virtutis 
iter demonstrare et vida compescere creduntur — cum in iis houestum 
ipsum et agitado quedam mentis ac melioria vite cullua querantur, 
viitutem ad capessendam, ad quam nunquam nisi arduo et laborioso 
calle peitingitur — commoda pociora a summis sapientibus censeantnr ; 
hos viros, qui sunimam operam curamque claris scienciis ac virtutibus 
Id colendis posuerunt, veris effeire laudibus, nobis, qui virtutis el 
Utterarum studia profitemur, non indignum visum est : quippe dum 
benemerentibus honores virmtum premia largiuntur, ceteris ad vir- 
tutum opera majora excitamina preparantur. Hec igitur iisque similia 
rite consideraotes, necnon et fructum ecclesiasticum non modicum 
prestolantes, per has nostras Htteras attesCamur, quod predilectus 
nobis in Christo confrater, magister Johannes Gennyn, sacre theologie 
professor, Esoniensis diocesis, vir singulari mentis prestans acumine, 
conversacionis conspicuus venustate, cujus honor nobis clams est 
clarusque status, quique litterarum studia ita complexus est, adeo 
quoque comiter et humane nobiscum diuiurnam viiam ac suo gradui 
Fol. 97 &. confonnem deduxit, quod ad dictum doctoratus apiccm benemeriius 



EPISTOLAE ACADEMICAE. 309 

acceptus, el veram taudis lestimonium eonseculus. Ul igitur 
lestilicaeionis huj'us gracia omnium, quorum penes se interest, pro- 
pensiorem conaequatur favoris effectum, has lestimoniales litteraa 
communi Utiiversiiatts sigilio fecimus consignari. Datum in nostre 
congreganonii demo, anno Domini millrsimo quadringenfesimo quinqua- 
gtsimo secundo, meniit Aprilit die riccn'mo quar/o. 



Acquittance of EynBham Abbey. 

VicEsiMO seicio die Aprilis, anno Domini millesimo quadringenlesimo i+sa- 
quinquagesirao secundo, sigillata esi una acquietancia pro Abbaie et 
conventu de Eynesham, pro annua pensione, sub forma anliquiCus 
consuela. 

218. 

To Master J. Somerset. 

Our mother, the University, rejoices that she has given birth to a ion 
at once so illustrious and so grateful ; and thanks you for your splendid 
gift if Alexander Neckham ' de naturis rerum ' ; which will remain 
a Aright and imperishah/e memorial of your name amongst us for mer. 
We hope your benevolent disposition towards us will continue. 

Vekerabili el egregio viro magisiro J, Somerselh. I45S' 

Venerabilis el egregie docior, cui, sui pro oobili btnevolencia, 
tenemur reddere vices gratas in his celi suburbiis, bonorum operum 
per exercicium sic promereri ut (inaliier in equam mercem ' Deua 
prebeat semet ipsum. Gaudet nempe mater nostra Universitaa se 
lam nobilem et gralum filiutn panurire, suisque ex uberibus sub 
juventulis floribus nulnvisse ; qui tiumaniter respexit el graluite ubera 
predulcia que sugebat, mittendo eidem sue main tarn insigne me- 
moriale, videlicet librum Alexandri Nekham ' de naturis rerum ' ; quo 
dono prefulgida nominis vestri lucerna nostre Universilatis inoccidua 
memoria registraia precordiis esislet superposita, ad illuminacionem 
gencium in his seculis el Tuturis. Pro quo et nos unanimiter tributa 
persolvimus graciarum, gaudentes quod grata el pia vestra precordia 
illius de Tonlali dulcedine, que est Tons vivus, ignis, caritas et apiri- 
tualis ' unccio. sic celitus degustarunt, «t, ad divine laudis exlollenciara 
augmcnlumque studii salutaris, honor Dei regnique decor felicius 
augcaiur. Speramus insuper de continuacione veslre bencvolencie 
nobis et Universitalt nostre in futunim [adhiberi] * ad Dei gloriam 



' merctdem 7 ' sfirilalis MS. 

■nd, appaimtly, ihonld be omitletl. 



' This word ii u it mcoti b the MS., 
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n sempilemum. Et statum vesirum de bono semper 
in melius prosperari facial virtua et bonilas Spiritus sancti, Srriplxm 
in nailre eongregaeionis domo, Junii die duodecimo. 



2ig. 

5. To the Archbishop of Canterbury', in behalf of Master 
William Moreton. 

Not only would it be displeasing ioyou, but il would be wrong and 
a gross impropriety, if we should recommend to you an umuor/hy ptrion; 
But we with confidence solicit your favourable acceptance of MasUr 
William Moreton, whose characler and allainments we -well know, ly 
experience both of his private and official life in the University. 

Reverbndissimo in Christo patri reconimenda clones, observancias 
et honores. Inter omnes fiJios. qiios nostra mater alma Uniwersitas 
propter merita, et bononim studiorum et viriutuni, in dignos honores 
atlollil, maidme illos preferre cupimus, qui fideles officio, qui morum 
honesiate, qui preserrim aut scienciamm aut facullalum studiis in- 
audantes apud nos probati existant. Si quidem alios quosquam 
dignitati vesirc, colendissime presul, commendare presumimus, preler 
displicenciam vesire patemitatis, quam incurrere nolumua, non nimiam' 
certe mereremur culpam ; et, quod Deo propicio evitabimus, inlolera- 
bile improperium. Placeai ergo dominacioni vesire, reverende in 
Christo pontifes, approbatum dileclumque satis apud nos virum, magi- 
strum Willelmum Moreton gracius inspicere, intendere scilicet el 
acceptare ; ut quem nos singuli secundum nostre dileccionis modum 
amplectimur, vestra benignitas, que satis potest, eciam velit considerare 
profecio non peregrinum, sed vestra natum in diocesi, insuper et 
promotum, quod persone merito atlribuimus. Preterea, quasi ab 
ineunte etate utpote philosophie lactatum uberibus, postquam ejus 
industriam, studium, probiiatem et in scolasticis actibus ac in agendis 
rebus providenciam expert! sumus, non inutile nobis visum erat ad 
procuratoris ofEcium simul et dignitatem eundem promovere. Cujus 
equidem officii quantam egerit curam libenter adderemus, si non 
sermonis obviaret proHxitas. Deinde vero et scienciarum et bone 
vite merito proficientem expert!, sacre theologie approbavimus nuf>er- 
rime doctorem ; hunc ergo in iheologia sacra professorem, nostra 
quidem estimacione dignum consiliis principum. tanto patri cora- 
mendamus ; el quod vestrc reverende non plene nostris innotesdl 
litteris, supplicamua votis ui, si quid nostra valeat apud tantum archi- 



' The □»me of the Archbishoprick do«i n 
doubt how it should be supplied. 



n the MS., but Ihcr 
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presulem intercessio, veraciter illud senciat devocio deprecantis. £t 
in Christo valeal, prosperelur ac floreat vita, virtus dominacioque vestra. 
Ab Oxonia in nosire coagregacmiis domo, vicaimo nono die Ociobrit. 
Congregacio magistrorum rcgencium in Oxoniensi studio. 

B The demise of 'Bedyllhall' to Master John Carpenter 
" sealed by the University, 

Meuoranduh, quod decimo die Novembris sigillata erat carta 
Johannis Carpenter epjscopi Wigornensla, secundum formam prius 
scripiam, tali clausi excepta * servitio capilalis domini f<odi illius Ian- 
tummmlo cxcepto! 

Release of executors of Robert Coupere, one of the 
supervisors of the butldlog of the school of theology. 

NovERiNT universi per presentes, nos, Gylbertum Kymer, in mcdi- 
cina doclorem, Cancellarium Universitatis Oxonie, Johannem Ekys 
et Willelmum Mogj-s, procuratores ejusdem Universitatis, cetumque 
unanimem magisiroram regencium in eadem remisisse, relasasse et 
omnino pro nobis el successoribus nostris in perpeluum quietuin 
clamasse Jacobo Leluce et Johanni Dryell, clericis, executor! bus 
Roberti Coupere clerici, quondam supervisorts fabrice novarum sco- 
larum sacre iheologie Oxonie, omnimodas acciones, querelas, sectas 
et demandas, cujuscunque Tuerint nature, accionis vel condicionis, 
nobis et predicle Universitali quovismodo competentes, racione re- 
cepcionis pecunianim ad dictas scolas pertinencium et dispensacionis 
earundcm per dictum Robertum, a principio mundi usque in diem 
confeccionis presencium. In cujus rci tcsiimoniuni sigillum commune 
Universitatis presentibus est appensum. Datum in nosire congrtga- 
cionis domo, undtcimo die Nimembris, anno regis Henrici sexli post 
eo^ueslum Iricesimo prime. 

Appointment of attorney, to give seisin of ' Bedyllhall ' 

to Master John Carpenter. 
Novi^RiNT universi per presentes, nos. Gylbertum Kymer, Can- 
cellarium Universitatis Oxonie n sis, Johannem Ekys el Thorn am 
Reynold, procuratores ejusdem Universitatis, cetumque unanimem 
magistrorum regencium et non-regencium in eadem, altornasse et 
cteputa<!ge et loco nostro posuisse dileclum nobis in Christo Johannem 
Smyth, clericum, nostrum verum aitomatum ad deliberandum, vice 
et nomine nostro, Johanni Carpenter, clcrico, plenam et pacificam 
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possessionem el seisinam in et de toio illo tenemento cum gajdinis 
vocato ' BcdyUhalV, situato in parochia Beaie Marie Virginis Oxnnie, 
in vico vocato ' ScliidtherJt ' ex parte occidentali, el inter ortum 
coUegii de ' On'fll' ex pane australi, et lenementutn ejusdem collegii 
vulgariter nuncupatum ' Stynl Mary Hail ' ex parte boreali, et tene- 
menium pertlnens ecclesie Beate Marie ex parte orienlali ; habendum 
et tenendum eidem Johanni Carpenter, heredibus et assignaiis suis, 
secundum vim, formam et effectum carte nostre eidcm inde confecte: 
Fol. gSa. ratum et gratum habentes et habiluri lotiun et quicquid prefatus atlor- 
natus noster fecerit vice et nomine nosiro in deliberacione seisine 
predicte. In cujus rei testimonium sigillum nostrum commune dicte 
Universitatis presentibus apposuimus, his leslibus, Ricardo Spragot, 
Majore ville Oxonie ; Roberto Sadler, Thoma Wyihtke, Robeno 
Attwode, aldermannis ; Thoma Bertone et Johanne Doll, ballivis 
dicte ville ; et aliis. Datum in noslre eongregaeionis domo, vieesimo 
quarto die Maii, anno regni rtgis Henrici sexli post conquestum tri- 



Acquittances of Eynsham and Oseney Abbeys. 

Memorandum, quod tali die, scilicet vieesimo octavo die roensis 
Novembris, anno Domini millesimo quadringenlesimo quinquagesimo 
primo', sigillata erat acquietancia pro Abbate de Enj'sham. ut palet 
inferius ; Noverint universi per presentes, nos^ Gilbertum Kj-mer, 
Canceliarium Universitatis Oxoniensis, et magistros Johannem Ek>'s 
[ct] ' Willelmum Mogys, procuratores Universitatis anledicie, recepisse 
et habuisae, die confeccionis presencium, de Abbate et convenlu de 
Enisham in Comitatu Oxoniensi, viginti sex solidos slerlingorum, in 
partem solucionis cujusdam annue pensionis predicte Universitali 
debite ; De quibus quidem viginti sex solidis fatemur nos fore solulos, 
dictosque Abbatem el convenium inde acquielamus per presentes 
sigillo nostro communi signaias. Datum in noslre eongregaeionis domo, 
vieesimo octavo die metisis A'ovembris, anno regni regis Henrici sexH 
post conquestum tricesimo prima. 

Memorandum, quod tercio decimo die mensis Decembris, anno 
Domini millesimo quadringentesimo quinquagesimo primo ', sigillaia 
icquietancia pro Abbatia de Oseney, 

' This docameni should, it Mcms, fallow oa fol. 97 i. 

' Mid * The date in both these cases is inconsistent witb the regnal year, which 

ii the.jtsi of Henry VI, i.e. 14E]. lint it will be noticed that the words sigiliata 

I pcihapB indicate that Itie icqailtance was sealed then, and only fonnally 

I altered in the register now; for no acqnittante of Ej-nsham for the year 1451 

itlcd ill MS. 
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Noverint universi per presenles, nos, Gilberlum Kymer, Canceltarium 
Universiiatis Osoniensis, Johannem Ekys et Willelmum Mogys, pro- 
curalorea Universilatis antedicte, recepisse et habuisse, die confeccionis 
presencium, de Abbaie el convemu de Oseney in Conailatu Oxoniensi 
viginti sex solidos oclo denarios, in plenam solucionem cujusdam 
annue pensionis predicte Universitati debite : De quibus quidem 
viginti sex solidia octo denariis fatemur nos fore soluios, diclosque 
Abbatetn et conventum inde acquietamus per presenteg sigillo nostro 
cotnmuni signatas. Datum in nosire cangregacionis liomo, tercio dfcimo 
die Decembris, anno ffgni regis Henrici stxii post conqucstum Iriccsimo 
prime. . , 

Eodetn die litters destinala Mngiatrn Johanni Somerseth. I 

220. 
To Master John Somerset. 

Your gift pf books prnves your zeal for learning, and Ihf beautiful 
silken vestments embroidered wUhgold, now presented by j/ou, are an offer- 
ing uich as an only son might make to his mother. Be not offended that 
we call you a son, though the gravify of your character and the number 
0/ your years be rather those of a father. This muniffeenee is no lets 
than an inspiration. We have no merits to correspond, and can find no 
words fit to ex/iress our sense of your generosity, 

Largissimaw in nobis lue muniticencie donacionem, O doctor 
egregie, ne plus laudare mirarique ' possumus, ea presertim racione 
qua te matri no&tre filium aniantissimum contemplamur. Nee lilium 
nuncupari tua vereatur serenitas, tametsi moribus grandevum etale 
dierumque cursu patrem pocius quam filium appellari deceat. Pro- 
fecto lum nosire mairis unigenitum induistj, cum Jllam lue meniia 
speciem splendor supemus illuxerat, ut nostram geneiricem rantis 
decrevisseshonoribusdecorandam, quantis eam tuis dignam muneribus 
duxeras cternaiiter pennansuram. O bonum per omnia virum ! 
quem virtutis amaiorem afTecius commendai, studii fervorem librorura 
coliacio manifestat, aique ilidem, ne laudibus hominum videatur 
cxtolli, Ejus a quo bonum omne fonlaliler acceperat, Dei cultum 
solemnitcr vestilus' sericis deauratisque indutum ampliavit. £t quid 
nos tantilli, laudis in luc cumulum innaleque probitaiis largicbnem, 
dignum persolvere valemus? Equidem, si vemm fateamur, non 
aliquid nostris ex meriiis, quod luum nobis inflecteret animum, pre- 
cessit ; sed tanquam jgnotum nolum te feceraa, cum nos matremque 
noetrani amplissimis indebiiisque donariis condecorare suscepisti. 
' qua MS. * veilitm T 
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Qua in re pUusum suspirio conjungimus, ut quod voluntatis obsequio 
possemus verbis quidem explicare nequimus. Optamus igilur lue 
pietalia amplitudinem, ut quod fida_mente votis esequimur lacius' 
mentis aviditati quam verborum lenuitali indicetur. Sic nos el raairem 
nostram censebis inciemnes, quum te utriusque collectorem discre- 
loremve fuerimus assecuti. At ne videatur latere erga nos tue pro- 
videncie desiderium, prenobilis vir niagister W. Kele, custos collegii 
animanim omnium fidelium defunctorum, quem legatum tuum' fide 
dignum accepimus, ita nobis le tuaque placita * commendaverai, ut 
incredibili nos gaudio faceret esse letatos. Hec eapropter continuum 
. . .' favoris inluitum singulariter expetentes, oraloria prece Deum 
veneramur ac petimus, quemadmodum suscepte voluntatis prebueral 
incitamentum. sic el impenso muneri sine fine eiemum largiatur 
imperium. Datum ul supra. 
3. The ancient form'' of citation of persons accused of 
embezzlement of funds of the Chests. 
Satis nobis dilecle, salutem. Cum circa singulis nostre matris 
Universiiatis occupaciones oculum vigilanciorem apposucrimus, quo- 
modo veneratissimus saluberrimusve ipsius status felicitate valeat per- 
petuari quam plurimis consuetudinum statutorumque generibus, inter 
omnes compellimur nostrarum cistarum indemnitatem annuatim ob- 
servare. Quum vero te ciste ' ChichtUy ' appellate custodiam noverimus 
acceptasse, sicuti es indenluris inde confectia, non paucis annis trans- 
actis, evidentissime apparet, nee hucusque raciocinium vel ■ delibera- 
; reddideris ; ea propter estimamus prefatam cistam 
intolerabile paij detri men turn. Nos igilur, pristinum staium ac 
ejusdem reformacionem cupientes, singulos. quorum interest in hac 
parte, undecimo die mensis Aprilis, proxime post datum presencium 
futuri, coram nobis in nostre congregacionis domo Oxonie, ex parte 
nostre Universitalis objiciendis in dicto negocio responsuros, de- 
crevimus accersiri. Te insiiper exhortamur, ac virtute juramenii 
Universitati nostre prestitt, primo, secundo ac lercio peremptorie 
monemus ac citamus, qualinus loco ac die prenotaiis nobis, de et 
super articulis sanam ac tutam prefate cisle custodiam concernentibus, 
in propria persona te conferas responsurura ; ulterius factunis et 
recepturus quod juslicia in ea parte suadebit. Quod si, uti te decet, 
curaveris adimplere, rem sane libi necessariam et nobis gralam perficies. 
Ac tue commoditati, quantum cum equitate poterimus, sludebimus 
•miditati . . . lenuUale ! ' The word( Itgatum tuum ire probably 
what is iatended, but ibe MS. U much confused, koA the whole letter unoinallj 
tioublesome. ' flatidt MS. • A word oblitemied in MS. ' Cf. p. 3(8, 
line 7. " « MS. 
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proficere : sin autem, ad acriora, ac tibi magis molesta, quanquam 
juridica, remedia recurrcre oportet. Quid multa? animadvertas rei 
seriem ; ast sana consciencia vivas per secula. Datum ul supra ' 






NotBodnm, cjaod foinia iidni littere daobns maf-iitiii mitUtui, et ideo non 
tndlfcl doplici idiptnia. 

Acquittance of Eynsham Abbey. 

VicESiMo secundo die mensis Marcii, anno Domini millesimo quad- 
ringentesimo quinquagesimo secundo, sigillata est una acquietancia 
pro Abbate et conventu de Enyaham pro annua pensione, i 
antiquitus usitata. 



isDomi 



nUIesimi 



ingentMi 



IS quinqu^esimas tercins. 
Citation of Master Rictiard Base to appear at S. Mary's 
churcti and give account of liis guardianship. 

Cum salubt'irimi status noslre matris lionorem pre mentis oculos 
habemus, nee tantum peqiendamua ejus gloriam quantum earn tem- 
poralibus ampliandam summopere cupiamus, idque fieri non posse si 
circa custodiam cistarum remission quadam supervisione torpeamus ; 
nos igiiur, diiigenciam, ut oportei, haud segni provisione Tacientes, 
reperimus cislas intolerabile pall dispendium, per insufRcienciam 
caueionum iticonsulie non minus quam imprudenter impigneratarum. 
Quamobrem imminent! mine linem abdicare cupientes, hos omnes, 
quorum pigneribus hujuscemodi ciste graviter damnificaniur, vocari 
citarique fecimus ; tequc insuper, magislrum Ricardum Base, virtule 
juramcnii Universitati nostre prestiti, primo, secundo, ac tercio peremp- 
lorie monemus ac citamus, ut compareas coram nobis petsonaliter 
sexto decimo die mensis Junii, ad satisfaciendum cistis, pro caucionibus 
per te impigneralis, virtute quarum nostre ciste pre ceteris damna 
luunt. Sique nostris jussionibus oblemperare volueris, gralum (e 
poterimus habere, salvo quod juris est « omni parte: sin autem 
aliud mentc tractaveris, valebimus quod pertulisse nimio terrore tedebiL 
Recollige conscripts et bene prospcrare. Datum ijf, quarto die Mail. 

Acquittance for 500 marks received from the executors 

of Cardinal Beaufort. 

NovuRiNT universi per presenles nos, Cancellarium Universitatis 

Osoniensis et procuralores cjusdem, ceiumque unanimem magistrorum 

' To what document thii lefen does not appear; the last preceding day being 

Dec. 13, The docnmcnt to which reference is made a probably onp of ihosc not 

entered in thii regixta. ' This ii the only occaiion on which a separate 

notice li made of the dstc. 
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in eadem recepisse et babuisse, ad usum fabrice et ediScii [ 
novarum scolarum juxia collegium Exoniense situatanim, de ciagistro 
Gilberlo Kj-mer et Elia Hokoie quingenias marcas, nobis per eiecu- 
lores teataraenli recolende memorie doroini Henrici. nuper Cardinalis 
Anglie, ad edificacionem earamdem scolarum data^ et assignaus : De 
quibus quidem quingentis marcis fatemur nos plene solutos, didosque 
Gilbenum et Eliam quielos per presentes. In cujus rei testintoaiuiD 
sigillum commune nostre Universitaiis presentibus apposuimas. Datum 
quarto die Maii, anno rtgni regis Henrici sexti post conquestufn truaiiM 
pri 



I 



Appointment of Seneschall. 



All members of holy mother Church are hereby informed that we, lit 
Chance/lor, proctors, and masters of the University, having read amd 
examined the teller sent to John A'orys, Esquire, of the King's body 
guard ; by which teller he is appointed to the office of Sentsthaii, do 
hereby ratify and confirm the same, and grant him a salary of four 
marks a year, payable from the perquisites of his court, but not from Iht 
fines for violation of the assize of bread, wint, and ate. on the four 
quarter days; saving always our privileges, liberties, customs, and 
statutes : which, on his admission to office, he shall be sworn to observe. 

Univkrsis sancte matris ecclesie filiis, ad quos presenles littere per- 
venerint, Gilbertus Kymer medicine doctor, Cancellarius Univcrsitacis 
Oxoniensis, Johannes Yong, Johannes Seymour, procuralores ejusdem, 
ceiUBque unanimis magislrorum in eadem salutem in Domino sempi- 
temam. Noveritis nos, prefatos Canceliarium, procuralores et Uni- 
versitatem, iegisse et inspexiase litteras preclarissimi viri, magistii 
Gilberli Kymer, Cancellarii UniversiLaiis nostre aniedicle, venerabili 
viro Johanni Norys, ad corpus domini nostri regis armigero, concessas 
in hec verba, ' Sciant presentes et futuri quod nos, Gilbertus Kymer, in 
medicina doctor, Cancellarius Universilatis Oxonie, de pravida dis- 
crecione et circumspeccione venerabilis viri Johannis Norys, ad corpus 
domini nostri regis armigeri, ad plenum confidenles, ordinavimus, deputa- 
vimus etfecimus eundem Johannem Norys nostrum et successorum nostra- 
rum locum tentnlem el senescallum in dicta Universitate et ejus precinrht ; 
ad curias ibidem lenendas, secundum leges regni A nglie, et cetera faciendum 
et exercendum, secundum dictas leges, per se vel deputatum suum, que ad 
dictum pertinent officium ; salvis semper Jurisdiclione nostra et succes- 
sorum noslrorum, una el privilegHs, liberlalibus el consuetudintbus 
magislrorum et seolarium el ftersonarum eisdem gaudere debentium ; 
habendum el tenendum prefatum officium eidem Johanni Norys ad ter- 
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minum vile sue, recipifndo annuclim, pro duli ojjitii exeiuciont, prtml 
alii pro eadem redpere consuevertml' In cujui ret leslimonium sigillum 
nostrum presmtibus fecimui apponi. Datum in Universilate Oxonitnsi, 
quarlo die mensis Marcii, anno regni regis Hmrici texti posl conqutstum 
Iricesimo primo. Quas Ulleras, pro nobis et successoribus nostris 
confinnavimus, et ratificavimus, premissis jurisdictione et juribua 
Cancellarii nostre Universitatis, successorumque suorum, magisUorum, 
scolarium ct personarum predict anicn, in omnibus semper salvis ; 
singulariter confidentes, quod prediLtus Johannes Norys in eitecucione 
5ui dicti officii, ac in aliis maxima et nonnulla commoda faciei Uni- 
versilati : unde concessimus per presentes prefalo Johanni Norys, pro 
laboribus execucionis dicti officii, per eutn et suum depuiatum im- 
pendendis, pensionem quatuor marcarum, proveniencium de perquisilis 
curianim, ul preferiur, per ipsum et suum deputatum lenendarum ; 
que de amerciamentb pro fraccione assaie et assise panis vini et 
cervisie non provenerinl : habendum et tenendum eidcm Johanni 
Nory, cum diclo officio, prefatam pensionem quatuor marcarum, 
a nobis et successoribus nostris, in forma premissa ad quatuor anni 
terminos principales, ad tenninum vile sue per equates portiones per- 
solvendam : proviso semper, quod nosirc Universitatis privilegia, liber- 
tates, consueludines et statuta continue observe!, et in admissione sui 
ad dictum officium se oa jurel tatiter observaturum. In cujus rci 
testimonium sigillum commune nostre Universitatis presenubus ap- 
posuimus. Datum in nostre congrigiuionii damo, sexto die Maii, anno 
regni regis Htnriei stxti post conquestum trieesimo prima. 

Testimonial letter for Master John Ludlow. 

Memorandum, quod vicesimo tercio die Octobris, existentibus Can- 
cellario el procuraioribus magjstto Georgio Nevyll, Johanne Yong et 
Johanne Seymour, sigillata fuit littera, sub forma antiquitus usitata, 
que dicitur leslimonialis, pro magistro Johanne Ludlow, in facultaie 
sacre iheologie professore. 

^P Citation of Master John Spekyntone. 

Mehorandum, de littera citatoria transmissa magistro Johanni 
Spekyntone sub forma antiquitus usitata, septimo die mensis No- 

vembris. 

Acquittance of Master John Norlond. 

^DKM die sigillata erai acquielancia pro magistro Johanne Norlond. 
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Acquittance of Abbey of Eynsham— in arrears. 
MuioRANDtiu, quod quinio decimo die raensis Novembris sigillale 

erant due acquietancie pro Abbale et conventu de Eynysham, una pro 
anno tricesimo secundo regni regis Henrici sexli, et alia pro anno 
aeptimo ' ejusdem regis. 

Citation of Master John Nyman. 

Memorandum, quod viccsimo quano die mensis Decembris trans- 
missa esl littera ciiatoria pro magistro Joiianne Nyman, sub forma 
anliquitus usitata, que sic incipit 'salts nobis,' ^-f.' 

]. Citation of Master Towne. I 

Gkorgius Nevyll, in ardbus magister, Cancellarius Universitads 
Oxoniensis, Joliannes Yongc el Johannes Semour, procuralores 
Universitads antedicte, cetusque unanimis magistronim regencium 
in eadem Magistro Willelmo Towne, sacre pagine professori, salutem : 
Te, lenore presenlium, citamus et mandamus, quod compareas coram 
nobis persODaliler, in nostre eongregacionis domo in ecdesia parochiali 
Dcate Marie Virginis dicte Universi talis, in crastino S. Hilarii proximo 
futuri ; ad respondendum cerus aructilis meram correccionem aiume 
me conccrneniibus. Datum in noslrt- congngacionis domo, nostro sub 
cvmmwm tijgillo, stptime <ieamo du Decemiris. 



To the Bishop of Bath and Wells. 

Vour name has ever been held in high honour by us ; and now your 
aid in obtaining for us the books promised by the late Duke of Gloucester 
is a lameniabU thing 
1 private hands un- 
, and help us to get 
e possible, and 



e it to a place second only to his o 
that the books should have been dispersed and be ; 
connected with us. We pray that you will advise u 
possession of them, and thereby do us the greatest s 
g<an for yourself a glorious reputation. 

Cum semper egregiam ac pergratam vestri nominis famam, reveren- 
diasime pater, honore quo decuit animo contexerimus, ea nunc res est, 
— in laudum ac meritonim dtulos animoa dectat opiortet, — qua publice 

' It It nnlikel; tlMt the arrean shoald have becD lo long left nnpiid ; bnl there 
U not uiy amblgnit]' in the wiitlng, tcplime bcmg written at length, snd not \a 
1* In MS. * See above, fol. 98 b. 
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cure necessiiudinem libronim coUacione prtvata ' potenciorem ' esse 
censuistis, quorum scripta eC maximo in precio nobis sunt el voluptati 
noQ modice legenlibus cedunC. Quid enim laudabilius honestiusve 
cogitari possil, quam jam vos poiissimiim iis rebus operam irapendere, 
ex qua optimi principis Humfridi Tama revirescat. Perpulchra pro- 
feclo res est et eximia laude dipia, qua et \ivos colimus et in 
monuorum mcmoriam accimur et incendimur. £t quia patemitatera 
I apud nos optatissima decoravit liberalitas, ex sperata nobis 
, uii alterius Hutnfredi, curabimus nomina ac gloriam 
celebfari debere. Vos igitur inter ceieros nostre etatis viros, post 
duccm memoracu ilignum, singularius amplecd decrevimus, ut in- 
timiore favoris contuitu dedendam nostre matris injuriam sollta quadam 
pietate remediarc curetis. Nam libros non admodum paucos, ex prin- 
cipis juslo legali (ilulo, extemorum manibus hucuaque dispersos cogi- 
tatu dolendo pensamus : provida lamen aagaxque veslre patemitatiB 
cura optatum nobis exitum imminenlis ruine satis abunde preparatum ' 
adducel, si quod in iis sanum consilium nobis duxeritis consequendum. 
Qua ' CTcditnus opera nihil mortalimn nostre reipublice ornacius pre- 
ferenJum nee ad vestre nominis summum glorie cumulum aliquid 
optacius unquam fuisse concessutn. Scripta est hec lillera domino 
TTiome, efiiicopo Bathonimsi fl WeUensi'' septimo dirimo die metuts 
Dtcemhris. 

Testimonial letter For Master Thomas Balsall. 

Memoraniium, quod undectmo die Aprilis, eisdem existentibus Can- 
cellario et procuratoribus, sigillaia erat quedam littera testimonialis pro 
roagistro Thoma Balsall sub forma anliqua, que sic incipit. ' Um'versis 
satuir matris' i(c. 



222. 

The vicar of S. Mary RedcIieTe in Bristol cleared of a 
libellous charge. 



To All cristcnmen to wohom lliys present Jetres sliall com 
especiall to worschyftill Syeres, Mayre, Sherrif and cominalte of 
BrislDwe, I'bomas Sawnders, dociour of decres, Commissarie generall 
in the Univcraile of Oxonforde of master George Nevell, Chauncellere 
of the saide Universile ; John Yong, John Saymur, procurators, and 
all the Regentes of Che same Universite, gretyng in oure lord god. 

' frnnUehlS. * Of poHlblr /ertorein ; butthii Icltef, which it 

htnd u leltert 104-307, ii, u tbey are, clearly the worli of ■ care]e» or ignonult 
Kribe. ' fifrfinattim MS. ' Qb* ib, ' tfiiiofa teputed «ftcr (Vellmii ib. 
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ffor as much as we late tyme passed wer informyed of a sedkioac 
lettyr, in special for on clause, send from a yong scolare beyng wydi 
us in the Universite of Oxonford, called John Mede, concemyng the 
person of oure right welbeloved in criste master Nicholas Pyttes, vicarie 
of Redcleffe in Bristowe ; by the which lettur, after publyshid bitwene 
certayne of your comminalte, ther Rose a sclander imp>ortable unto 
the seid master nicholas ; We of grete charite mevyd, wyllyng the ease 
of all parties, to whom thys mater perteynys, made as dew serch and 
inquisicion as we cewed in this behalfe ; makyng to be called byfor us 
the personys that were notarily knowyn first publisheris of the seide 
sclandirful noysyng ; and assignyd to them a terme probative ; in the 
which terme we, seyng no preffe utterly had in that party, consideryng 
also the sadde and vertuose conversacione of the saide master Nicholas, 
ever byfor this tyme know3m as a mong us, admittyd the said master 
Nicholas lo hys purgacione; the which was had befor us by right 
worshipfull and well avised personys, as h* will appere by the letteris 
testimoniall of the same. Wherfor we, seyng the innocencei of the 
said master Nicholas, right hertely pray you that, after youre grete 
sadnes and avised discrecion, wold make this oure writyng and 
testimony be publyshed ther, and unto them of joure right worshipftill 
comminalte ; wher ye, after jour grete discrecion, suppose hys worship 
and fame in this mater be hurt : tristyng that this oure writyng shall 
be to more declaracione of hys trovveth and innocencie in this mater 
than any evidens by for this tyme had to his sclandyr or repreff ; and 
yef ye, as oure trust ys, wyll this oure desire performe, ye shall right 
hertly please us, and cause us in lyk wyse to do for any of you, or of 
youre comminalte, at your ^ request or desyre. Vcven undyr our secU 
in oure seambk at oxonforde^ the xviij day ofjanuari The y ere of oure 
lorde mccccliij. 

Scriptum est hec litter a pro magistro Nicholao Pyftys ad declaracionem 
bone fame sue. 

Testimonial letter for Master T. Phyppes. 

1453. Memorandum, quod undevicesimo die Februarii sigillata fuerat una 

littera testimonialis pro magistro T. Phyppes, anno gracie millesimo 
quadringentesimo quinquagesimo lercio, sub forma antiquitus usitata. 

Acquittance of John Dolle, book-binder, on payment made 
for pledges sold by him for the University. 

1453. NovERiNT universi per presentes, nos, Georgium Nevyll, Cancellarium 

Universitatis Oxoniensis, Johannem Yong et Johannem Saymur, pro- 

' our MS. 
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curatores ejusdem, celumque unanimem magistrorum regencium in 

eadem, recepisse et habuisse, die confeccionis presencium, de Johanne 
Dolle, de Oionia, Bokebyndere, quatuor libras septem solidos et 
quatuor denarios sierlingorum, in pie nam solocionem caucionum 
peninencium cisle de Gj'ldeford sibi expositarum per Universilatem 
predictam: De quibus quidem qualuor libris seplem solidis quatuor 
denariis fatemur nobis fore tideliter solutum, diclumque Johannem 
Dolle beredes et executores suos inde quietos per presences sigillo 
communi dicte Universilatis. Datum Oxonie in nosire congreganonis 
domo, lexto dtcimo ' die Februarii, anno regni regis Htnrici sexti post 
eonqutstum tricesimo stcundo. 



^223. 
To Edmund Reed, Esquire. F 

Wt art sure thai, when you gave us timber for the building of the 
HfW school of theology, your intention was to complete the jvorh : for true 
praise is far hint, not who begins but, who completes that he has begun. 
Will you, then, graciously give us same stone, which we now sorely needs 
and you shall find us ready lo serve you, as we shall be able, in return. 

Sall'teh tuam, quani in Christi visceribus pcrpetuam esse cupimuB, 
eciam ul in hoc seculo floreat oplamus. Nam cum probitatis lue 
munera, que scilicet io lapidibua et meremtis fabrice nostrarum 
scolamm plurimuni decoris afferre visa aunt, contuleris, non minus 
a laudia lue fama putamus abesse, quod ad lam famosi opens com- 
plecionetn ' manos adjmrices posuisse credaris. El quid libi, probis- 
sime vir, cumulacius unquim concessum Aiit, quam ut ad (ante fabrice 
maturacionem operam dederis el condnuitatem. Proculdubio veritatis 
ab ore commendatur, qui, non incepisse sed, quod incepit ad perfectum 
duxisse, letatur. Quia igitur nobis de te nefas est quidquam aliud 
suspicari, dignetur humanilas tua, uii solita fuerat, instanii necessitatis 
orticulo, pro felicis operis hujus consummacione quibusdam lapidibus 
subvcnire curare. Nos quoque pro posse nostro valebimus, si libi 
fuerimus oporluni, quod nos cxplere cupias efficacissime perimplere. 

Scripta full hec litlera Edmundo Reed, armigero, pro lapidibus ae>- 
guirendis adfabricam navarum scalarum, undecimo die Marcii. 



itud 
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224. ^^M 

To the Lord Lovell 
Right Worshipful! and Reverent syr, as hertly as we canne or ni^ 
we recommende us unto you : and, for asmuch as we Right wel ucder- 
stond the grele zele and tendre benevolence that ye have unto Uie god 
CKpedicion of cure scoolis of diviniic, we besech alle mig^hly god to 
reward you ther, as we may not hot only by continuall priere — the wich 
is the moste singulere mean that we may ofTre unto the pleasure of all 
might god— 10 make you pariene in the desires of cure peticions foi 
oure protectours and Bpeciall welwillers. And how be it we be 
sufficiently enformed. that it pleasilh youre godnesse to shew unto us, 
by the enformacion of oure right welbeloved ' Edmund Reed esquiere, 
your lendre love 10 the final complecion of oure seid scoolis; we 
besech your lordship of continuance ; for, notwithstandyng ' oure greie 
necessite, by youre singulere and charitable furtheraunce we canne 
suppose within short lyme oure seid worke effectuosly may be com- 
plessid : the wich after oure powcre shall endure unto you and youte 
progeny in oure Universite a perseverauni memorialle ; and as we 
shal prey to god your merece' to be encresid everlastingly. Wrtten 
the jra-' day of march the 7,ere of oure lord mccccliu for my lord lovtU. 

225. 
To the £arl of Salisbury, Lord Chancellor. 

Whtrtas certain religious of foreign Universities, and especialfy of thai 
of Paris, are in the habit of coming here, in the season of Lent only, 
osfemibly to preach and shrive penitents ; but also, in fact, to receive tht 
alms of Italians — which have been the means of support if our own 
students of that nationality — to the injury of these last mentioned and 
discredit of the University; we venture to make our petition that graduates 
of Oxford and Cambridge, approved by us, may be selected, and members 
of foreign Universities not allowed to remain in London for this purpose ; 
both because of the injury inflicted upon us, — with whom they do not deal 
equally in the mutual granting of degrees, — and also because we consider 
that, by residing in this country, they are the means of communicating 
secrets of state to a nation with whom we are at war. 

Serenissiue domine, quanquam id nobis semper affuit, quo preclara 
vestra celsitudinis dignitas et titulus * meritorum laudumque preconiig 

' vitlbelfiiyd, cocrected b; the si.me band, MS. ' at thii tymt our leid 

vxrks effcclueiiy may bi rempleisid. Thcte words ia the MS. come after nelmith- 
ilandinf, bat tse famtly crossed ont. * Perhapi mertle, but probtbljr from 

menei. ' Tiiut MS. 
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decorari meruit ; nihilominus Umen eo rervencius exorandam optan- 
damque celerius esse decrevimus, pro quanio nobis in hiis, que digne 
pelimus, gratissimam se velle prebvre putamus. Et quamvis ambigere 
non est datum ut apud nobilissimos probosque viros illi precipue bene 
roeriti sint, quos monim gravjtas sciencieque sublimitas condecoranl; 
pro hiis tamen, qui aliissimam professi pauperlalem, in Chriati siigma- 
libus se divites esse letantur, nobilitatem dominacionis vestre duximus 
informandam. Itaque sic res in propatulum venit. Quidatn viri 
religiosi forensium Universitatuni, potissime Universitatis Parisiensis, ' 

hoc solum anni tempore, lilulo predicandi illucusque vcniunt, seu ' 

conFessiones audiendi ; ac eleemosinas Itaticorum virorum, quibus 
nostri studetites religiosi illius lingue sustentari solebanl, in ipsorum 
dispendium atque alme noslre matris Universilatis minorem famam, 
recipiunt et demoliuntur. Perceptoque quod volebant, statim post 
quadragesimam sua repetuni; et in hoc plane non parva miratione 
ducimur, quomodo et ipsi permilLi valeant sic infra regnuin non solum 
nostris deirimentum ferre; verum, quod timendum est, consilia se- I 

crecaque noslre reipublice per tales in latissima teirarum spacia sepius 
promulgari posse. Et quia non tante caritatis vinculo nobis sociari 
presumiintur, qui nobiscum scienciis et gradibus communicari nolunt, I 

unde laudabile Universilatis nomen longius diffunderetur, sicuii deceret ; 
dcprecamur igitur, qualenus nostrarum Universiiaium filit, Oxonie 
scilicet et Cantabrigie, quos apud nos examinatos censemus, aliis 
prelerantur : nee tales aliarum Universitalum, potissime illius, que est 
in terra inimicorum, Parisiensis, permiltantur, in repulaam nostrorum 
studencium, Londoniis expectare : quin pocius, principum domino- FoL 101 k, 
rumque potestale considerata, regni securitate et nostrarum Universi- 
tatum honestate, a tali prestolacione extraordinaria coerceaniur. Quam 
peticionem, si precibus nostre Universilatis fuerilis inclinati perimplere, 
lem puiamus vestre dignitati congruam, et noslre studencium utilitad 
profecisse gaudebitis. 1 

Seripia fuit hte lilltra domino Cancillario Anglie, Comiti Sarum:, 
anno Domini tnilkiimo quadringmltsimo quimjuagtiimo quarto, quinto die 

To the Executors of Rawlya Holand. 

Rtgth worschipfuU sj-rys, we grele you well : and forasmuche as 145^ 

we ben credybcly enformyd of dyversc grele almes and merytory 

dedys, that ye have of late lyme ful blessfuUy dystrybulcd of the 

goodes of Kawlyn Holand late decesed — wose soule god assoile — 
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fkait foa to wete, diat we liave yn the Unyv^s^ oC Osonfciil 
a •fxile4)f dmnite in tjOdyng, to the worechii^ of god». fdifing: of 
%ll^ and destruction of vices : the wydie woifce we be not mffyd a l 
of goodes <of tbe seide Univenyte to fynishe and perfixnne; tte is 
TOUT weibdbvyd berer of thyscanne plej^ody enforme yow ; to wbom 
we pray yow gefe feytfiine credence yn tbjrs mater. Weifijr we 
hertdy pray yow of yoor cbaryteUe sobportadon imd bdpe to Ae 
sqKk workci so that we may luive canse perpetoaly to pray fx yow 
aikl Smt the seide soule; lyke as we pray for other singnler benefiu^oiB 
of tfaeseyde Unyversyte. And yonre lord have yow yn hya kqyyng. 
Whim ai Oxonfard the xix da^ ofm^. Chaumder of Oxmifari md 
At Mi sumtie of.mayttret regensyn ihe tawu. 



227. 
To Muter Gilbert Ksntaer^ Dean of Salisbury. 

Thi wise a$td successful discharge ofymtr duties as our ch^magi- 
strak ham wmf&r you increasing respect anumg us^ and made ymar 
examph a mirror for Chancellors; To govern others wdl the first 
requuite is * mens conscia recti.' Deeds however^ not tbords^ become us: 
and whereas we have received your assistance in building our new school 
with the full intention of repaying the same^ though at present we have not 
been able to do so, we appeal to your goodness and affection for us to 
grant us farther or even larger aid^ and we hope to discharge our debt by 
the appointed time, 

1454' Indies apud nos, recolende Domine, adeo tua veneranda crescit 
auctoritas ut totam nostram rempublicam eo celsiorem felicioremque 
putemus, quo tuis munita presidiis attollitur in melius, et beneficiorum 
sperata continuitate prosperatur securius. Quis enim probitatem 
tuam digna laude commendet? quandoquidem in administracione 
nostra reipublice tam prudenter, sobrie, fortiterque vigilaveris, ut 
prioribus tuis in officii tui dignitate constitutis quippe ne cesseris; 
et sequacibus tuis, si libet audire, perspicuum imitacionis speculum 
exhibere bene meritus es. Nihil profecto mortalibus unquam ^ salubrius 
esse conce^sum fateamur oportet, maxime iis qui presunt, quam 
primum semetipsos intranee virtutis examine probatos esse posse 
intelligere ; quo nedum sui, quin pocius subditorum curam vigilanter 
gerere possint. Sed quia percelebres actus tui hiis morum predotatis * 
insigniis excellenter claruere ', satis est ad tue veneracionis cumulum 
facta pocius quam verba proferre testimonium. E quibus et illud 

* unquam aliquid MS. * prenotaiis ? ' clarue MS. 
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tuum a nobis ex rauiuo susceplum, qutxl quanlum glorie nostrarum 
Ecolanim fabrice contulerit oculis intuencium liquet. Esse censendum 
hoc eapropter accommodatum, quod fide media a nobis receptum non 
ambigimus remittere, curavimus. Hoc in animo habentes, ad tue 
palernitatis confidenciam uti, quomodo 00s reddere quod justum est, 
quanquam aliqiiali necessitate prepedili, sategimus, iia sic rogamus 
ex corde humanitatis caritatisque tue, felici opens hujus consumma- 
clone, rursus eandem summam vel ampliorem. si baud gravitati Itie 
simus infesti, nobis accommodare. Cui peiicioni, vel ui verius 
dicamus, oportuuitati ', si graianter annueris, siatulos inter te el nos 
dies, cum Torluna lelius arriserit, sperabimus posse cuslodire. £cce 
quod nostrum erat : et si non, ut debuimua, perfecisse valeamtis, 
amicicie * tamen fores exiliter pulsamus ; quod si nobis aperueris, 
ingeniis tue magnificencie vinculo nos arlius constat esse ligatos. 

Scriptafuithec liiUra magiitro Giiberto Kymer, Drcano Sarum:, duo- 
decimo diejuiii. 

Acquittance of Eynaham Abbey. FoLioib.1 

NovERiNT universi per present es, nos, Georgium Neve II, Can- 1454- 
cellarium Universi talis Oxoniensis, T. Beket el Robertum Norman, 
procuratores Universitatis aniedicte, recepisse et habuisse, die gon- 
feccionis presencium, de Abbale et convemu deEynesham in comitalu 
Oxoniensi, viginti ses solidos sterlingorum, bone et legaiis monele 
Anglie, in partem solucionis cujusdam annue pensionis predicte 
Universitati per dictum Abbatem ct conventum debile: De quibus 
quidem viginti sex solidis fatemur nos soJutos, dielumque Abbatem 
inde acquielavimus per presentes, sigillo nostro communi signatas. 
Datum in nostre congrtgacionis demo, itcundo die mtnsis Novembrit, 
anna regni regis Henrici stxH post ccnqufslum tricesimo tercio. 

Scripts Init hec qaictuicia Abbili ct eonroitui &e Eynesham, anno Domini 
millcsimo quadrlngntlcsimo qoinqiuigainio qauto, et umo regni regii tleniici 

^L Testimonial letter for Master John Morton. 

^H Noso die mensis Novembris, sigillata erat litiera lestimonialis 1 
"pX) magistro Johanne Morton, Icgum doctore, secundum formam 
anliquitus usitatam. 

Acquittance for Master John Speltynton. 
VicEStHO quinio die mensis Novembris, sigilJat^ fiiii una acquietancia 1454- 
pro magistro Johanne Spekynion, sub forma communi el antiquilus 
' imfertunUtUil ' amteit MS. 
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usitaia ; Cancellario Georgio Nevyll, et procuratoribus magistris T. 
Beket et Roberto Norman : anno regni regis Henrici sexti post caa- 
quesium iricesimo lercio. 

Citation of Master John Nyman. 
NoNO die Decembris, sigtllata fuit una litlera cilatoria pro niagisuo 
Jobanne Nyman, sub forma ut patei in tercio folio, que sic indpil 
'Salts nobis,' &c., anno Domini millesimo quadringentesimo quin- 
quagesimo quarto. 

SttM'^ittfmmtDtttmkrutigilUtt'mMiikdmtliUrmiMiMa'^tm. 



To the duchess of Soflblk*. 
K.T8BT fajgdi Mid vtAAt lady, ve icfXMnmeod ns m^eljr on u yonut 
good and gratTOUse ladyahjippe, wjrth )i" g;oste)7 taStmgf» oCoan 
piayen for yoare goode estate and pro^iyte, and alle jook wd 
wyUyng; piajBg almjgh^ god, ]>* i gi nr dyt h enty goode and 
ncfTtori dMte, to tbaok« yowr goode and gracioK bdyscl^ fyr yawt 
noble and rj^ notable jyftes in bcAa and golde to otc' Koder 
dmqrveteile, qnar yowr meoxMe sdull be had ever in gods mynd and 
manne*. ft for alsmuche aa ve be informyt, be the report of jowr 
servant robert bulUey, that jou, of jowr abundant goodnese and 
giaciose lady schip, grawnttit xx lib mor un to )^ beldyng of owr 
Bcole of dyvinite in oin: , and the benevolence of jowr gode ladyschip, 
of Jj" qwyche we pray jow devoUy, as we and owr successoris schall 
pray specially for jow and for jowr noble progenitors, and we pray 
jowr gode ladyschip to jife fayt and credence un to owr ryght well- 
belovyd maystre william cfaurche, supervisor of ]fi werks of \fi sayd 
scoUis, in suche materis as he scball declare un to yowr hy and noble 
ladyschip. and alle myghty god kep and preserve jow in weltb and 
prospcrite, and defend jow from alle adversite, Wryh'n a/ Oxn: in 
owr semtly hows the xiiiday tfdtcembrt. Be the chaiuellare,procuralours 
and regents of thunrverstte of oxn: 

229*. 

Rtght wyrschiphill seris, we gret jow well, and, aftre jowr welfar 

interly desyryd, we pray jow to remembre jow of owr letleris send to 

' Thii leeiiu to be ■ mlitike, both the letten in qnettion being distinctly dkted 
December 13. ■ No vidiera, probably to Lady SnColk. * 1. e. and imuis. 

* No uldnai, but endently to Uie eiecnton of IUi*Iin Holand. 
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50W from us be owr welbelovyd maysler w. churche, berer of ibis owr 
letter; ihe tenor of the qwyche letter a for aende the sayd m ' can 
remembre jow. and we now hertly pray jow lo schew jowr benevo- 
lence, qwat it plese sow of 50W goode cbarite, in the goods of the 
wyrschipfull and noiable man rawlin boland, lat decesed, — qwos sowl 
god asoille, — so that we may have cause to have the sayd sowl in 
spcciall rememorans amonge owr syngulere benefacturs of owr sayd Fol. loaM. 
thuniversite, afire the forme declarid in owr first leltre. and we pray 
JOW 10 gj'fe fayihfull credence lo the sayd maystre, in that that he 
woll declare un to jow, in [le gret and large costs f)' the universile 
beryth in beldyng of owr scoll of divinite in oxn: . And atle myghly 
god preserve jow in prosperitc. Wiylin at oxn: in mvr stmfy kowt 
xHi day of deccmbre. Be Ihe ckawncellere and procuralours and reginis 
0/ ihuniversiU 0/ Oxin/orde. 

Acquittances of Oseney and Eynsham Abbeys. 
Qt;tNTo die mensis Marcii, sigillate erant due acquietancie, una '454' 
Abbali et conventui de Oseney, et altera Abbaii et conventui de 
Eynysham, pro anno Henrici sexii Iricesimo tercio, secundum fonnam 
sndquitus usitatam. 

» Testimonial lettef for Master W. Town. 

Umversis sancte matris ecclesie filiis, ad quos presenies litiere 1455- 
pervenerint, Georgius Nevill, Cancellarius Universitatis Oxoniensis, 
cetusque unanimis magisirorum regencium in eadem salutem in 
omnium Salvaiore. Quia inter cetera humanitatis oSicia justicie 
proculdubio consenianeum, el nobis, qui virtuiis et sciencie studia 
profitemur, modo peculiar! quodam debitum est, viroa morum gravitate 
et aciencia predilos digna laudis veriialisque prerogaiiva venerarl, et 
benemeritis laudem iribuere ; Hinc nos, isiiusmodi ' non segni pre- 
cipitive consideracionis ocuJo perluslranles, has per litleras allestamur, 
quod predilectus nobis in Cbristo, magister W. Town, sacre pagine 
professor, vir quidem ingenio solers, maturitale nedum sciendi ' 
magnilicus, verum rebus in agendis ac universa morum honestaie 
adeo preclarus, providus et circumspectus apud nos exiiierit, quod 
ad summi docloralus fastigium provebi celebri cum gaudio * in 
nostra Universiiate promeruit. Quinimo euncta, que ail tanii gradus 
solemnitatem periinenC in eadem sacra pagina, usquequaque com- 
plevit atque feUcissimtim deduxit ad exltura. Ut igitur hujus testi- 
' I.e. matter. ' This il Mcmi. (tioald be ' ktt tt ittmsmedi' ; cf. tenimonial 
letter ifor Mutci MenctuUJ DexiroUowiii£,p, 330. '■ stUiKitl ' ^uditSS. 



ficacionis gracia omnium, quonim penes se interest, propensiorem 
consequaiur effectum, has litleras communi dkle Univereitaiis sigUlo 
fecimus consignari. Datum in noslre congregact'onts domo, victsima 
octavo die tntnsis Marcii, anno Domini milltsimo quaiiringerUcsimo fuai- 
yuageiimo quinto. 

ScripU (nit hec litlera pro doctore Town, in sacra iheologia iirofcssore, die aino 
et mense snpiascriptis. 



Acquittance of Bishop of Worcester (J. Carpenter) aad 

Henry Sampson, clerk. 
NoviRiNT universi per presumes, nos. Georgium Ne%-yll, Can- 
cellarium Universitatis Oxoniensis, Thomam Beket et Robertum 
Norman, procuratores Universitatis ainedicie, recepisse et habuisse, 
die confeccionis preaencium, a Reverendo in Christo patre et domino, 
domino Johanne Carpenter, Dei gracia Wigorniensi episcopo et 
Henrico Sampson, derico, decern libras sterlingorum bone et legaiis 
monete Anglie ; virtute cujusdam compoti inter diciam Univerailatem 
el prediclum reverendum in Ciirislo patrem et Henricum clericum 
facti : De quibus qnidem decern libris fatemur nos fore ^luios, dii:- 
tosque reverendum in Clirislo patrem cl Menricum inde acquietamus 
per presentes, sigillo nostro communi signaias. Datum in noslit, 
ijr., vicesimo quarto die mtnsis Aprilis, anno rrgiti regit Henrici stxli 
post conqunlum trictsimo Itreio ', 

SigillatA fnit bee uquieUacia episcopo Wigomienii, aiuio Domini millaimo 
qnidringoitesimo qoinquagesimo quinto, menie et die ^npnudiptis '. 



Acquittance of Eynsham Abbey. 

NoviRiNT universi per presentes, nos, Georgium Nevell, Can- 
cellarium Universitatis Oxoniensis, johannem Mareschale et Walterum 
Wyndscore, procuratores Universitatis antedicte, recepisse et habuisse, 
die confeccionis presencium, de Abbaie et conventu de Enesham in 
comitatn Oxoniensi, viginti sex solidos sterlingorum bone et I^alis 
monete Anglie, in partem solucionis cujusdam annue pensionis pre- 
dicte Universitali per dictum Abbatem et conventum debite : De 
quibus quidem viginti sex solidis fatemur nos fore solutos, dictumque 
Abbatem et conventum inde acquietamus per presentes sigillo nostro 
communi signatas. Datum in nostre congregacionis domo, ultimo die 
mtnsit Oeloirit, anna regni regis Henrici sexti trictsimo quarto. 

' and ' One or other of these dates is obvioasl; wrong; and, as Muten Bdet 
■nd NomuD were proctors in 1454, thii tnd not 1455 is the correct date. The 
document tberefore is, as so maaf others are, miiplaced in the MS. 
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Another acquittance of the same Abbey. Fol. loaV 

Noi'BRiNT universi per presentea, nos, Georgium Neveil. Can- i455> 
cellarium Universitatis Oxoniensis, Johannem Marschall el Wakerum 
Wyndesore, procuralores Universiialis aniedicte, recepisse ct habuisse, 
die confeccionis presencium, Ae Abbale et conventu de Enensham in 
comitatu Oxoniensi, sedecim solidoE sterlingorum, pro quadam pen~ 
sione Universilali debiia, ac per eosdem Abbaiem et conventum ad 
feslum S. Nicholai solvenda : De quibus sedecim solidis fatemur nos 
fore solutos, dictumqae Abbatem et convenlum inde acquielamus per 
presentes sigiUo noslio comrauni signatas. Datum in nos/re con- 
grtgaeionis demo, undecimo die niensis Decemhris, anno regni regis 
Hatrici sexti post conqueslum Iricesimo quarto. 

k Acquittance of Oseney Abbey. 

NovERiHT universi per presentes, nos, Georgium Nevell, Can- 
vcnarium Universitatis Oxoniensis, Johannem ^Ta^eschall et Walterum 
Wyndesore, procuralores Universitatis antedicle, recepisse et habuisse, 
die confeccionis [presenlium '], de Abbate el conventu de Osenay in 
Comitatu Oxoniensi, viginti sex solidos octo denarios sterlingorum, 
bone et legalis monete Anglie, in plcnam solucionem cujusdam annue 
pensionis predicte Universitati per predlctum Abbatem el convenlum 
debite 1 De quibus quidem viginii sex solidis oelo denariis fatemur 
nos fore solutos, dictumque Abbatem et conventum inde acquielamus 
per presentes sigillo nostro communi signaias. Datum in nostre con- 
gregacioms domo, undecimo die mensis Decembrii, anno regni regis 
Henrici sexti post conqueslum tricisimo quarto. 

Another acquittance of Eynsham Abbey. 
Di'onECiMo die Februarii deliberata full quedam acqoielancia Abbali 
et convenlui de Enesham, sub hac forma. Noverint universi per 
presentes, nos, Georgium Ncvyl, Cancellarium Universitatis Oxoni- 
ensis, Johannem Mareschal! el Walterum Wyndesore. procuralores 
Universitatis antedicte, recepisse et habuisse, die confeccionis pre- 
sencium, de Abbate et conventu de Enesham in comitam Oxoniensi, 
viginii sex solidos bone et legalis monete Anglie, in plenam solu- 
cionem cujusdam annue pensionis predicte Universitati per predictum 
Abbatem et conventum debite : De quibus quidem viginti sex solidis 
fatemur nos fore solutos, dictumque Abbatem et conventum inde ac- 
quielamus per presentes, sigillo nostro communi signatas. Datum 
' fnancium omitted in MS. 
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in not/re cORgrtgacienis domo, vicesimo nana die mensis Jan 
rtgni r^is Henrici stxH post conqutstum trhtsimo quarto. 



Testimonial letter for Master John Merschall, 

6. Septimo die mensis Aprilis, anno Domini millesimo quadringm- 

tesinio quinquagesimo sexto, deliberata fuit quedam litiera tcsiimonialis 
magistro Jolianni Merschall, procuratori boreali Universitatis, sub 
hac forma ; — Universis sancte raairis ecclesic filiis, ad quos presenies 
liltere pervenerint, Cancellarius Universitatis Oxonietisis ceiusqae 
unanimiti magistrorum regencium in eadem salulem in omnium Satiu- 
tore : Inter cetera humanitatis oflicia juslicie procul dubio conseti- 
taneum, et nobis, qui virtutis el scicncie siudia proGtemur, mode 
peculiari quodam debitum est, viros morum gra^'itate el sciencia 
preditos, in nostre mains grege conversantes, dignc laudis testimonio 
juvare. Enimvero quo magis benemeritis et jugi studio solerter in- 
sistentibus congnium laudis tributum impenditur, ceteris eo fervenchu 
ad capessendas virtutum semitaa moralitatis exemplar proponitnr. 
Hec atque istiusmodi ante nostre considetacionis oculos statuenles, 
per has litteras atteslamur, quod predilectus nobis in Christo magister 
Johannes Marshall, in artibus magister, vir quidem ingenio pollens, 
arcium maturiiate liberalinm insignitus, nostreque reipublice, qtiamdJu 
procuratoris officium honorifice adeptua, redum rebus in agendis 
providus et circums pectus, verum eciam in universa monim honestate 
preclarus extiterat, Quibus in rebus adeo sludiose sapienterque « 
summa cum gravitate vitam nobiscum iransegit, necnon singula, que 
ad procuratoris nostri ' ofiicium periinere noscuntiir, adeo provide 
laudabiliierque tomplevit, ut eum nuUo noverimus ' crimine innodaiam. 
nee uUa sinisire fame labe quovismodo maculalum ; sed cunctis bene 
beateque vivendi exemplar exbibuit, ac suis exigentibus mentis per 
nos sibi meruit de premissis fidele lesiimonium perhiberi, Ut igitor 
hujus tesliijcacionis gracia, omnium, quorum penes ae interest, pro- 
pensiorem consequatur favorem, has litteras communi Universiiaiie 
sigillo fecimus consignari. Datum in domo congrtgacimis, die et amu 
supradiclis. ^H 

Fol. 103 B. Acquittance of Eynsham Abbey. ^| 

1456. Sexto die Decembris deliberata fuit quedam acquietancia AbbUi 

et conventui de Enysham sub hac forma; Noverint univerei per 

presentes, nos, Georgium Nevyll, Cancellarium Universitatis Oxoni- 

ensis, Johannera Brethere et Robertum Abdy, procuratores UniveM 



■<MS. 



> Huih H. 
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3 antedicle. recepisse et hahuisse, die confeccionis presencium, 
de Abhate et conventu de Eynesham in comitalu Oxoniensi. seidecem 
solidos aterlingorum bone et legalis monete Anglie, in partem solu- 
cionis cujusdam annue pensionis predicle Universitati per prefatoa 
Abbalem et conventum debite : De quibus quidcm sexdecem solidia 
fetemur nos fore solutos, diciumque Abbalem et convenlum inde 
acquietamus per presentes. Datum in notlre congrfgacionii domo, 
ttxio die Dtctmbris, anno regni regis Henriu texti post conqueslum 
Iricmmo quinlo. 

Anotber acquittance of the same Abbey. 
Tehcio decimo die mensis Decembris, deliberala fuit quedam ac- 
quielancia Abbati et conventui de Eynesham ; sub forma que sequitur, 
Noverint universi per presentes, nos, Georgium Nevyl], Cancellarium 
Universitalis Oxoniensis, Johannem Brethere et Robertum Abdy, 
procuralores Universitatis antedicte, recepisse et habuisse, die con- 
feccionis presencium, de Abbate et conventu de Eynesham in comiiatu 
Oxoniensi, viginti sex solidos sierlingorum bone et legalis monete 
Anglie ; in partem solucionis cujusdam annue pensionis predicte 
Universitati per prefatos Abbatem et convenlum debite : De quibus 
quidem viginti sex solidis fatcmur nos fore solutos, diciumque Abbatem 
et conventum acquietamus per presentes. Datum in nosire congre- 

Ell's domo, tfTcio decimo die mensis Decembris, anno rtgnt regit 
ici sex fi post con^ueslum trieesimo gutnto. 
._ 



230. 
To the Pope. 



71u govtmment, maintmanee, and improvement of churehts and 
religious foundations are, we think, a worthy object of your care ; thire- 
fore feeling anxious that men may be promoted to fireside over them, whose 
lives will advani:/ the honour of God and his worship, and increase the 
devotion of the laity, and who will mainJain the buildings in good repair; 
we humbly commend to your holiness MasUr WUliam Westcare, Prior of 
Moltefont, a man of gravity and learning, and whose value we well 
know. He has been unanimously chosen Prior of their students by the 
united voice of all the chapters of the regular Canons in England, and 
has discharged the duties of thai office with discretion and advantage to 
all : He has been several limes Commissary, and has governed wisely 
and well, and his sermons both here, and in the most important places else- 
where, have been of remarkable excellence, and his life an example to all. 
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1456* Quarto decimo die Decembris, deliberata fuit quedam littera domino 
Pape Kalisto pro doctore Westcare, doctore theologie, sub hac forma 
que sequitur; Sanctissitne ac beatissime pater, post pedum oscola 
beatorum, — non indignum putamus vestre solicitudinis oculos ad ea 
eciam convertere, que commodum, profectum, et utilitatem ecclesiarum, 
et locorum ecclesiasticorum ubilibet constitutorum regimen, conser- 
vacionem, et augmentum concemere dinoscuntur : et ad eornm 
gubernacionem tales assumere et promovere ardenter afifectamus, 
quorum vita honor Dei ac cultus sacre religionis ampliari, populi 
devocio augeri^ loca ipsa ecclesiastica tueri, edificari ac bene recteque 
gubemari valeant. Nos itaque, cognoscentes religiose vite honestatem, 
sciencie maturitatem ac prudencie industriam, et aliarum virtutum 
plurimarum morumque bonorum probitatem, quibus insignitus claruit 
venerabilis ac circumspectus vir, et nostre Universitatis predilectus 
filius, magister Willelmus Westcare, sacre pagine professor, Prior 
prioratus ecclesie gloriose et individue Trinitatis de Moteffonte, ordinis 
S. Augustini, Wyntoniensis diocesis^ qui, ob morum gravitatem et 
singularis sciencie eminenciam, consensu unanimi diversorum capitu- 
lorum generalium canonicorum regularium, infra regnum Anglie 
celebratorum, in Priorem studencium in Universitate predicta eorum- 
demque rectorem merito electus, ubi per plurimos annos in artibus 
scolasticis, necnon in aliis predicti ordinis profectum concernentibus, 
politice ac sapienter sese gessit ; unde, propter ejus laudabilem et honeste 
conversacionis fragranciam a diversis nostre Universitatis Cancellariis 
officiura commissarii generalis ei per plurimos annos commissa est : in 
quo quidem officio, Cancellariorum nostrorum loca tenens, adeo 
graviter ac sapienter nostre reipublice regimen curamque peregit, 
quod cunctis bene beateque vivendi prebebat exemplum ; et, quod 
singulis premissis anteponendum fore arbitramur, ad Dei cultum et 
ortodoxe fidei incrementum, verbum Dei sermonibus exactissimis per 
loca publica ac regni Anglie famosissima creberrime seminavit. Quibus 
devotissime sanctitati vestre oblatis ac clementer, veluti speramus, 
exauditis, ardenter rogare non cessamus, et sepe ac sepius suppli- 
camus, quatinus nostris intercedenlibus precibus, necnon suis exigen- 
tibus meritis, piis ejus ac justis peticionibus aures sanctissime pietatis 
graciose dignemini inclinare. Et vestram sanctitatcm, ad universalis 
ecclesie solacium et percelebre regimen, in longiora tempora gubernet 
et prosperam conservet Altissimus. Datum Oxonie in nostre congre- 
gacionis domo^ mensis Decembris die nono. Vestre sanctitatis ancilla 
Universttas Oxoniensis. 
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Citation of Master Henry ffrances. 

ViCEsno ocUvo die Janua.rii, anno Domini millcsimo quadringcn- 
tesimo qutnquagesimo sexto, delibeiata ac sigillata (uit quedatn litiera 
cilaloria magistro Henrico ffrances, sub hac forma que sequitur : Satis 
nobis dilecte, salutem : cum circa singulaa nostre matris Universitatia 
occupaciones oculum vigilanciorem apposuerimus, quomodo venera- 
tissitnus saluberrimuxque ipsius status feliciCer valcat perpetuari, quam- 
plurimis consueiudinum stalutorumque generibus; ac inter cetera 
nosirarum dstanim indemnitaiem pro posse observare — nuper vero te 
cisle ■ Gylforde ' appellate custodian) noverimus acceptasse, sicuti ex 
indeniuris inde confectis evidenter satis apparet. nec hucusque racio- 
cinium seu deliberacionetn inde reddideris, nec substilutum quenipiara 
tuam gerenteni vicem in ea parte staCuisti ; — eapropter, non absque 
causa veremur prefatam cistam in multis pali diapendium ; necnon et 
ejusdcm ciste slatuta quam graviler violari. Nos igitur, pristinum 
stalum ac reformacionem, ejusdemque ciste deliberacionem, secundum 
staiutorum Cormam cupienles, singulos, quorum interest in hac parte, 
quinto decimo die mensis ffebruarii, proxime ' post datum presencium 
futuro, coram nobis in nostre congregacionia domo Oxonie, ex parte 
nostre Universitatis, in dicio ncgocio objiciendis responsuros, decre- 
vimus accerairi. Te igitur, magister Henrice ffrances, hortamur. ac 
virtute juramenti Universitati nosire prestiti, primo, aecundo ac tercio 
peremptorie monemus atque cilamua, quatenus, loco et die prenotatis *, 
nobis, de el super ariiculia sanam ac tutam prefate ciste custodiam 
concementibus, in propria persona te conferas responsurum ; ulierius- 
que facluram et recepturum quod justicia in hac parte suadebit. 
Quod ai, uli te decel, curaveris adimplere, retn sane' tibi commodam 
aique necessariam perficies, ac tue commoditati, quantum cum equitale 
polerimu3, studebimus proficere. Sin aulem, acriora, ac tibi magia 
molesta quanquam juridica, remedia prosequi oportebit. Animadvertas 
igitur tui juramenti vinculum atque rei seriem ; et sana consciencis 
vivas per secula. Datum in nosire congregacionis domo, victsimo sexto 
die Januan'i, anno Domini millesimo quadritigcntcsimn guinguagetimo 
ttxto, ife. 



Fol. 103 b. 
1456. 



Similar citations issued to Masters W. Brywer and 
R. Herschall. 

EoDRM die quo supra, deliberate fuerunl alie due littere citaCorie, 
Bub eadem forma preacripta, nominibus tantum mutatis; scilicet 
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magistro Willelmo Brywer et magistro Rkardo Merschall, anno Domini 
et dato ut prius, Sec, 

Another to Master Wm. Corker. 

1456. ViCEsmo none die Januarii, deliberata et sigillata fuit qnedam alia 
littera citatoria, sub eadem forma, nomine tantum mutato; scilicet 
magistro Willelmo Corker, pro deliberacione ciste de Warwjke, &c. 

Acquittances of Eynsham and Oseney Abbesrs. 

1456. Memorandum, quod vicesimo die mensis Marcii, deliberate et sigillate 
fiierunt due acquietancie ; una Abbati et conventui de Eynesham, pro 
viginti sex solidis, in plenam solucionem annue pensionis, pro anno 
regni regis Henrici sexti post conquestum tricesimo quinto; et atia 
Abbati et conventui de Oseney pro viginti sex solidis octo denariis, 
pro eodem anno regis. 



231. 

Fol.io4a. To the King. 

The most illustrious princes have favoured and fostered learnings and 
none have done so more than yourself. The narrow compass of a letter 
forbids us to say more. We have received your letter requesting us to 
give the office of superior bedell of Laws to one fohn Andrew : And this 
we would gladly do^ if we could without violation of our oath to observe 
our statutes ; but^ as these require that our votes should be given * without 
fear or favour * we hope you will condescend to accept this our excuse ^ and 
graciously hear farther particulars from our Chancellor. 

1456. Christianissimo principi, Anglie et Francie re^i illustrissimo et 

domino nostro metuendissimo. 

Serenissime atque Christianissime princeps, tocius matris ecclesie 
singularissime protector atque defensor, cum omni devocione honores 
amplissimos ac subjecciones humillimas. Cum nihil prope regiam 
magis deceat celsitudinem, regnum magis amplificet et felix efficiat, 
quam morum cultus atque studium litterarum, maximi ac celeberrimi 
principes, ut accepimus ex historiis, ea loca sunt proseculi favore, in 
quibus has res ali crescereve pulabant. Quorum secuti vestigia vestri 
progenitores, inclitissimi atque clarissimi reges, vestre Universitati 
Oxoniensi graciose, ac certe divinitus, privilegia et libertates indul- 
serant ; quos utique universos predecessores vesira benignissima regia 
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cisitudo in lam pio erga nos favore transcendit. Nam quis est aut 
fail uspiam princeps amancior cleri quam vesira serenitas? Multa hie 
dicercraus, sed iilCerarum anguslia prohibemur '. Tercio Kalendas 
Marcil, memendissime princeps, omnimoda veneracione, ut equum est, 
vestre serenitalis litteras nobis desiinatas suacepimus ; quibus vestram 
celsititdtnem quorumdam precibus credimus inclinatam, ut quendam, 
Johannem Andrew nuncupatum, in superioris bedellatus oflScium in 
jure canonico et civili jam nunc vacans eligeremus, et pre ceteris 
acceptaremus ; pro quo equidero revercndum in Christo pairem el 
dominum, dominum Cancellarium nostre mains Universitatis Oxoni- 
ensis, quoad staiuiorum strtctiludo permisic, efiicaciter egtsse testamur. 
£1 nos ipsi, omnes et singuli, loto mentis aflfectu vestre majestaQB 
contemplacione id perficeretnus, si sana cujuslibet conaciencia ac salvo 
notitri juramenti vinculo possemus illud pericnplere. Re enim vera, 
clemeniissime princeps, si in nostranim eleccionura forma ordo statuli 
debili debitus in nliquo subvertatur, statuta juramentaque, quibus 
asiricti sumue. quam gravjier violaremur, alque plurimos baud dubium 
ejuadem rei occasione ad consciencie ofTensam et perjurii reatum, quod 
absit, invitaremus : quod et inclitissimam vestram celsitudinem magno- 
perc nolle firmiier eKistimamus. Scimus profecio quod benignissima 
sublimitas vestra ad honorem et feiicero siaium Universitatis vestre 
pias semper benevolencic aures, ac pnidentissime consideracionis 
oculos graciose solet atque magnifice inciinare. Unde sapiencie et 
serenitaii vestre grates eternas el tnimoriales unanimiler aginius, HUp- 
plicanles ac devote et humillime imploranles vestram majestalem, qua- 
lenus dignetur cuilibct elecluro proprie vocis libertaiem ' secundum 
statuli tenofm : ne quis Torsan timore ducius, in quemquam con- 
sencicns, incurrai peijurium. Eapropter has nostre excusacionis litteras 
acceplarc non dedignetur vesira benigna nobilttas ; que si parve aut 
diminute in aliquo prudcntissime consideracioni vestre videantur, 
reverendo in Chrislo patri et domino, Exoniensi electo et confirmato, 
vestre Universitatis Cancellario, ceteri°que doctoribus el magistris 
vestre celsitudini siaiutonim slricliludinem lacius declaraturis, fidem in 
his plenius dignetur regia serenitas adhibere. Floreat prospere in 
multas elates gloria, virttis, el maguificencia vestra, semper cum victoria 
et itiumpho. S^riptum in nostre congrtgacionis domo, Afarcti dit 
sfoindv. Devoti et fideles pro vobis oralores Cancellarius et procu- 
raiores vesirc alme Universitaus Oxoniensis, simulque ejusdem regentes 
et non-rcgentes, tola humilis communitas. 

' frahil^mui MS. * Some lach word as femitttrr leeina 10 hf omitled. 
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232. 
To the Qwene, oure sowerain lady. 



ol. 104 b. 

1456, Most gracyous prynces and oure rygth souverain lady, we ymn 
humble oralours w' alle reverence recommend us un to youre most 
noble and hygthe estate, w' the gostely suffrages of oure dayly prayers, 
And for as muche as yt hath plesyd youre noble hythnesse tendrely 10 
wryie and to commaund us, that we schuld chese be fore alle oder 
John Andrew, sen-aunt un to Syr Edmund Hamdene. Knygth, to the 
offyce of the gentylman bedle of youre universite ; we be seche devouilT 
youre noble and hygth dyscrescyone, to have in remembraunce thai 
everyche of youre sayd oratours. that shall have interest in the eleccyone, 
shall jeve an othe, imtnedyatly be fore the same eieccyone, that alle 
maner love, hate or dredc, favoure or onv odjr afleccyon, prayer or 
mede utlurly layd a parte, such a persone to chese and name, as the 
dyscrescyone of hys owne private conscieiise demyt most abyll to be 
chosyne, and to do worschyp and truest servyce in the sayd office. 
The wyche streynesse of othe, deuly consydred of yo^ most prudent 
and excellent dyscrecyone, we trust shall be oure sufSsant and re- 
sonnabyl excuse in oure eieccyone to kepe oure othe and statute. 
Wherefore we be seche yo' hygth and gracyous ladyschyp to graunte 
us owre coiisuete liberies in oure cleccyones ; and alle that may be do. 
savyng oure consciense, and thai the strayncsse of the sayd statute 
may permytte us, at the reverence and contemplacyone of youre 
gracyous lettcres we shall do and utturly fulfyll. Besechyng youre 
noble estate to be gracyous protectryse to youre sayd univerdte, as 
we shall pray god hertyly for youre noble estate. Wryfyn at Oxonford 
in oure stmbU hawse the secunde day of Marche, Be yovre devoule and 
trew oreUours, the Chanceler procturs and regentes of jo' universitt of 
Oxon. 

Acquittance of Eynsham Abbey. 

1457. MxHORANOtm, quod quinto die mensis Novetnbris, anno regni regis 
Henrici sezti tricesimo sexto, deliberata fuit quedam acquietancia 
Abbati et convenlui de Eynesham, in comitatu Oxoniensi, de viginii 
sex solidis, in partem solucionis cujusdam annue pensionis per eosdem 
Abbatem et conventum debite, secundum formam communem. 
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Acquittance of EyDsham Abbey. 

K, quod quinio die nicnsii Novemhris. anno regni regis 
iricesitiio sexlo, di-lih- r.iia fuii qiu-dam acquietancia 
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PUBLICATIONS. 
18S4. 
1, Begister of the TTaivereity of Oxford. Vol. I. (1449-63; 
1505-71), edited bylhe Rev. C. W. Boase, M.A., pp. xxviii + 364. 
{Price to the public, without discount, and prepaid, i6t.) 

3. Bemarks and CoUeotlons of Thomas Hearoe. Vol. I. (4 July 

1705 — 19 March 1707), edited by C. E. Doble, M.A„ pp. 
viii + 404. (i6j.) 

1884-86. 
a. The Early History of Oxford (727-1100), preooded by a 
sketch of the Mythical Origin of the City and TTniTersity. 
ByjAJiEsPARKER,M.A. With 3 illustrations, pp. xxxii + 420. (loj.) 
1686. 

4. Memorials of Morton College, with biographioal notices of 

the Wardens and Fellows. By the Hon. Geo. C. Brodrick, 
Warden of Merlon College. With one illustration, pp. xx + 4>6. 
(i6s., to members of Merlon lis.) 

6. CoUeotanea, Ist series, edited by C. R. L. Fletcher, M.A. 

With a illustrations, pp. viii+358. (16^.) 
(CoDtcnU:— a, Lellen [dating to Oxfoid in the 14th Centnry, ed. bj R. H. 
Henion: i. Catalogue ofthc Libmy of Oriel College in the I4tb Centniy, 
ed. byC. L.Sh»dweH; t. Daily ledger of John Dome, bookseller in Oxford, 
1510, ed. by F. Madui ; d. All SouU College vtr:ui Lady Jane Stafford, 
1587, ed. by C. R. L.Fletcher; t. Acconnt Book of James Wilding, Under- 

Cdoate of Merton College, 168J-88, ed. by E, G. Daif; /. Dt. Wallii't 
tei aguDst MaidwcU, 1700, ed. by T.W. JickBon.) 

1888. 
e. Magdalen College and Sing James II, 1688-88. A series of 
documents collected and edited by ihe Rev. J. R. Bloxah, D.D., 
with additions, pp. Iii+ 291. (i6j., to members of Magdalen las.) 

7. Heame'a Collections [as No. 2 above]. Vol. II. (20 Mar. 

1707— aa May 1710), pp. viii + 480. (i6s.) 

8. Elizabethan Oxford. Reprints of rare tracts. Editedby the Rev. 

C. Plummer, M.A., pp. sxxii + 316. (loj.) 
(CoDtenti ; — a, Nicolai Ficibertl Oionieniis Aodemix detcriptio, 160) ; 
6, Leonard Hnttoo on the AnliamtieE of Oxford; i. Qaeen Elizabeth at 
Oifcwil, 1566 [pieces by J. Bereblock, Thoma* Ncle. Nich. Robinaon. and 
Rich. Stephens, with appendicci] ; d. Que 
Philip Stnoger ; t. Apolllnis et Moianin 
IS9J-) 

1887. 

9. Letters of Richard BadcliiTe and John James, of Queen's 

College, Oxford, 1740-83 ; edited by Margaret Evans, with 
a pedigree, pp. xxxvj + 306. (1 5j., to members of Queen's tot. 6tl.) 



PUBLICATIONS {cmimmtfy. 

1806. 
8L Tbe Ctetnlary of tlie Ifcin— tary of 8t. neideswide at 

Qzftnd. Edited by the Rev. S. R. Wiseaii, M.A. With iUas- 

tntiaiiB. VoL IL The Chantiy and Caantry Parish Charten. 

pp. zii+488+8 pAffcs of additions and corrections (loose) 

to voL a5. (a is.) 
8S« Oalleotaiie«» 8rd series, edited by Professor Montagu 

Buutows. With iUnstrationSy pp. xii-|-45a {21s.) 

(Contnts t— A Some Dniliam CbUqge Rolls, by Rev. H. E. D. Blakktoo; 
S. Fkriiamcntexy Petitions idating to Oxford, br Miss L. Toulmiii Smith; 
r. F^Mms sdatiDg to tiie riot behveen Town snd Gkmn, 1355, by Rev. H. 
Frnneanx; TiyTytUm de lande UniT. Oxoniae, by the same ; d, Wykduun'i 
Books at New 0)llQge^ by A. F. Leadi; e, Comtpoadeoce of Henzr Eari 
of Claieodoa and Tames Eazl of AUngdcm, 1683-85, by C. £. l5oUe; 
/ Dr. Newton and Hertford CdDese^ by S. G. Hamflton; ^. Charles Eazl 
Stanhope and the Oxford Univenity Fam, by H. Hait.) 

1807. 
88. A HIstary of Pembroke OoUege, anciently Broadgates 
HalL By the Rev. Douglas Macucaki, MA. With 4 illus- 
trations, pp. zvi+644-|-4 IMV^ of Addenda to voL 32. (six^ 
to members of Pembroke 13X.) 

84. Heamtt's OoUeotioine [as Na s above]. Vol. IV (15 Dec. 
171a— 30 Nov. I7i4> Edited by D. W. Ranhie, MA., 
pp. x+466 + [s], with a plate. (1898, aix.) 

1898. 
86. Epistolae Aoademioae Oxon, a collection of letters and 

other documents illustrative of Oxford in the fifteenth century. 

Edited by the Rev. H. Anstey, M.A. With illustrations. 

Part I, pp. lii + 336. (2 If.) 
36. Ditto. Part II, pp. vi + 389. (21^.) 

Forthcoming Publicatiofis. 
The 5th (and last) vol. of Clark's edition of Wood's Life and 
Times, the 3rd (and last) vol. of the same Editor's Wood's 
History of the City of Oxford, a reproduction of the unique 
copy of Agas's map of Elizabethan Oxford, with notes, and 
other volumes, are in active preparation. 



A full description of the Society's work and objects can be obtained by applica- 
tion to any of the Committee residing at Oxford (Falconer Madan, Elsq. 
{^Hon. Treasurer), 90 Banbnry Road ; the Rev. the Provost of Queen's 
College (Dr. Magrath) ; the Regius Professor of Modern History, Oriel 
(F. York Powell, Esq.) ; the Rev. H. Rashdall, New College ; and C. L. 
Shadwell, Esq., Frewin Hall, Oxford). The annual subscription is one guinea, 
and the published volumes as a set oan be obtained by new members 
at one-fourth the published price (i.e. 10s, 6d. a year). Life Composition 
for new members (not being Institutions) is twelve guineas : after five years of 
subscription it is ten guineas ; after ten years, eight ; after fifteen, six ; after twenty, 
four. The Society counts compositions among its liabilities (in case it ceased its 
work) at the rate of one guinea a year from the date of effecting them. 

JDec.y 1898. 



